
HUMAN SIGHT AND DIVINE INSIGHT 

This fourth Sunday of our Lenten reflections leads us to recognizing Jesus as the 

Light of the World. As we continue to read from the Gospel of John (9:1-41), we 

come across the miraculous healing of the man born blind and the intervention of 

the Lord in his life. We also see the salvific history gradually unfolding through 

various readings of those days. On first Sunday of lent, we reflected on the sin of the 

first parents and its consequences. On the second Sunday, we heard the call to Abram 

from the little town of Ur to move to an unknown land and his trusting in divine 

providence. In the third week, we saw how the people of Israel failed to recognize 

the mighty presence of the Lord in the person of Moses. On the fourth Sunday, we 

come across the anointing of David as the King of Israel by Samuel.   

The first reading from the First Book of Samuel (16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a) describes the 

rejection of Saul as the king of Israel and the anointing of David in his place. God 

sent Samuel to anoint another king in place of Saul.  Samuel went to the house of 

Jesse as God directed him, but he walked into the household with a “human sight.” 

“We walk by faith, not by sight” (2 Corinthians 5:7). The consequence of walking by 

human sight was that Samuel mistook Eliab, the tall and handsome son of Jesse, as 

the one he sought. Samuel was looking at the physical features, God was looking at 

the spiritual deposits. God says to Samuel to choose the littlest one David as the 

king…. a clear sign that God doesn’t look at the external appearance of anyone. The 

Lord says to Samuel, “Take no notice of his appearance or his height, for I have 

rejected him; God does not see as human beings see; they look at appearances, but 

Yahweh looks at the heart. (v.7).”  The rejection of Saul we need to understand 

resulted because he revolted against God. The arrogance of Saul was the main cause 

of his downfall. In other words, he was impatient, hasty, he did not follow 

instructions that were given to him. It is good for us to reflect on how we follow 

certain instructions when we read scriptures or when we attend religious services, 

that inspirations that run through our mind and heart are the real inspirations of the 

Lord, that He wants to communicate with us. We have gone through almost half of 

our Lenten observances by now. The anointing of David is a clear sign for for each 

one of us to ask ourself, “Do I need to make any amends in my life? In the same way 

as king Saul disobeyed God, how did I ignorantly revolt against God?” 

The Gospel reading from John this week is an illustration of “I am the light of the 

world” (8:12). Chapter 9 is an explanation by Jesus very clearly and vividly of that: 

“I am the light of the world.” The whole chapter of 9 is a lengthy conversation that 

takes place after the healing by Jesus of the man born blind and his being sent by 

Jesus to the pool of Siloam. The conversation that takes place between the pharisees 

and the man born blind is their interrogation of him. A heated argument takes place 



between the pharisees and the man who was healed by the Lord. The words that 

inspired me most in these reflections were the words of the man who was healed: “If 

this man were not from God, he wouldn’t have been able to do anything” (v.33). 

Actually, this is called the miracle of miracles. The blind could regain his sight but 

the Pharisees could not see the effect of this healing by Jesus and His divinity. The 

Pharisees with their spiritual sight could not see the work of God. They became 

spiritual darkness and unbelief. For them, the greatest  proof was that Jesus did all 

this on the Sabbath, they said, “This man cannot be from God. He does not keep the 

Sabbath” (John 9: 16).  The Pharisees are descending into darkness...The blind man, 

with his physical sight, could see the work of God. He gained physical sight and 

spiritual enlightenment. He also defended both his healing and the healer. 

 


