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MASS SCHEDULE  

Saturday Vigil 4:00 p.m. 

Sunday 9:15 a.m. 

Wednesday–Thursday 8:00 a.m. 
 

RECONCILIATION 

Confessions will be heard on 

Saturdays from 3:00 to 3:30 p.m. 

before the 4:00 p.m. Mass 

and also by appointment. 
 

BAPTISM 

For information, please contact the  

rectory at 440-359-8205 Monday‒ Friday 

between 8:30 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. 
 

MARRIAGE 

For information, please contact the 

Rectory at 440-359-8205 Monday-Friday 

Between 8:30 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. 

MARCH 29, 2020 FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 

340 UNION STREET 
BEDFORD, OHIO 44146 

 
 

PHONE: 440-359-8205 

WEBSITE: www.saintmarybedford.org 

OFFICE HOURS: WED. & THURS. 8:30 a.m.—2:30 p.m. 



OFFERTORY CONTRIBUTIONS 
The Coronavirus has caused considerable economic 
difficulties for many of us.  If you are able, St. Mary 
asks you to continue giving your regular weekly of-
fertory. You can give online through the parish web-
site (www.stmarybedford.org), you can drop your 
envelope off in the mailbox at the office, you can 
mail in your envelope, or you can bring your enve-
lopes to church once the public celebration of Mass 
is resumed. Thanks for your generosity in keeping 
our parish operational and vibrant.   

Please Remember In Your Prayers . . . 
 

Sam Alesci, Gen Cannella, Albert Ciprian, JoAnn Conway, 
Alice Cotter, Deb David, Robin Davis, Dick Dolan, Helen 
Druso, Trish Duncan, Dominic Flauto, Jim Goersmeyer, 
Darillinn Grubbs, Mary Hills, Dolores P. Hovan, Ken 
Hudak, Helen Husky, Leonard Iacco, Carol Kainec, Matt 
Kish, Judy Kobus, Fr. Andrew Krafcik, Ken Krawczyk, 
Corey Kurilko, Ryleeann Kurilko, Lucy Lagaza, Cindy 
Lowe, Wiletta Lynch, Ryan Martin, Nicole Murphy, Marcy 
Nero, Delores Nose, Lucille Novak, Dolores  Parker,   
Virginia Pfeffer, Conner Press, Casimina Radicelli, Sister 
Patricia Raelene, Diane Rongers, Margaret Sacco, Bill   
Salettel, Eileen Salupo, Charles Saraniti, Emma Sarkissian, 
Rosalie  Scimone, Veronica Sebastian, Jonathan Sedor,  
Anna Marie Slaby, LueRean Talley, Mary Ann Taylor, 
Walt Wawro, Diane Whitelaw, Carl Wilson Jr., Loretta 
Yarish, Gwen Yates, Albert Zak, Patricia Zak 
 
Please get permission from the family before asking us to 
add someone to the Prayer List.  

SAINT MARY ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH BEDFORD, OH 

Please remember in your prayers the repose of the 
soul of Rosalee Gromovsky. There will be a funeral 
Mass when the public celebration of Mass resumes. 
May her soul and all the souls of the faithful depart-
ed rest in the arms of Jesus and Mary 

SUNDAY &  
WEEKLY MASSES 
The Diocese of Cleve-
land presents  a tele-
vision Mass at 6 a.m. 
every Sunday on Fox 
8 and at 11:30 a.m. 
Sundays on Cox Ca-
ble channel 45. The 
weekly Mass also can 
be viewed on the dio-
cesan website. For 
more links to live-
streamed, taped, tele-
vision or radio Mass-

es, go to  www.stmarybedford.org.  
 
USEFUL WEBSITES 
www.bedfordoh.gov gives information on Bedford 
city services during this Coronavirus pandemic. 
 

www.coronavirus.ohio.gov gives the latest direc-
tives related to the Coronavirus, including closures 
and eventual re-openings in the State of Ohio. 

Readings for the week of March 29, 2020: 
Sunday, March 29 

Fifth Sunday of Lent 
Ez 37:12-14/ /Rom 8:8-11/Jn 11:1-45 or 11:3-7, 17, 
20-27, 33b-45  

Monday, March 30 
Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 or 13:41c-62/ /Jn 
8:1-11 

Tuesday, March 31 
Nm 21:4-9/ /Jn 8:21-30 

Wednesday, April 1 
Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95/ /Jn 8:31-42 

Thursday, April 2 
Gn 17:3-9/ /Jn 8:51-59 

Friday, April 3 
Jer 20:10-13/ /Jn 10:31-42 

Saturday, April 4 
Ez 37:21-28/ /Jn 11:45-56 

Next Sunday, April 5 
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 

Mt 21:1-11/Is 50:4-7/ /Phil 2:6-11/Mt 26:14—
27:66 or 27:11-54 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL 
The Gospel today, chal-
lenges us to see and believe 
the signs of grace in our 
lives: joy, peace, for-
giveness, mercy and kind-
ness.   
 

This month, through your 
donations, the Society of 
St. Vincent de Paul was 
able to assist families by 
providing food and help with utility and rent 
bills, etc.  Thank you.   
 

We are not able to run the Food Pantry or do 
much during this COVD-19 pandemic. When 
this is all over, the need will be greater than ever. 
We would appreciate if you can continue to sup-
port us through your contributions.   

http://www.bedfordoh.gov
http://www.coronavirus.ohio.gov


 FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT                                                                                                        MARCH 29, 2020 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
 
Dear Parishioners,  
 
What a difference a few weeks make. On March 8th, 
we sprung forward one hour as we celebrated the 
Second Sunday of Lent as a parish community. We 
heard the Gospel of the Transfiguration where Jesus 
revealed his divinity to Peter, James, and John. This 
joyous event was sandwiched between the first and 
second prediction of the Passion where Jesus told his 
disciples that he must suffer and die, an apt meta-
phor for the suffering that we would begin to under-
go because of the Coronavirus. Then a week later all 
Catholics were dispensed from the obligation to at-
tend Mass as the Third Sunday of Lent saw the pews 
at both churches half-filled. The gospel that day told 
the story of the Samaritan woman at the well who 
was looking for water, something many of us would 
be doing at the grocery store that upcoming week. 
Instead of giving the woman liquid water, Jesus 
gave her living water that would open the door to 
salvation. That door was opened for each one of us 
at our Baptism where we too were given living wa-
ter that would cleanse our souls.   
 Then this past week, all Masses were canceled in 
churches around the Diocese of Cleveland and the 
State of Ohio as the Coronavirus spread. The gospel 
last Sunday recounted the story of the man born 
blind who eventually was given his eyesight back by 
the Lord. But more importantly, the man was given 
the eyes of faith to see Jesus for who he really was, 
the Son of God. We too were called to overcome our 
spiritual blindness caused by sin and to see the 
world through the eyes of faith, a world fast-filling 
with Coronavirus victims and an ever-growing sense 
of helplessness as our lives were turned upside-
down. Then this past Monday our world grew a little 
smaller again as we were asked to stay in our homes 
until April 6th. Social distancing is the new watch-
word as we do our best to practice good hygiene in 
an effort to slow the spread of the virus. We are dis-
couraged from physical contact, from gathering in 
large groups, and from visiting our elderly family 
members.   
 All of us are drastically affected by this virus 
and the measures to contain it. Obviously, I had to 
cancel my trip to Columbus and Bloomington, Illi-
nois because I’m not allowed to visit my parents in 
the nursing home. Many of our parishioners suffer 
from loneliness and worry. Others have been laid off 
from work and are filing for unemployment benefits.  
Those in the medical field, such as doctors,  nurses, 

(continued next column) 

(continued from previous column) 
and technicians, have to work long hours with the 
worry that they too might catch the virus. A part of 
each one of us is dying one way or another during 
this pandemic. Enter this week’s gospel and the rais-
ing of Lazarus from the dead. When the world is 
crashing down around us and we feel helplessness 
and despair, where do Christians turn? When we feel 
like we are literally or figuratively dying at the whim 
of a tiny virus, whom do we seek?   
 “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would 
not have died. But even now I know that whatever 
you ask of God, God will give you.” Jesus said to 
her, “Your brother will rise.” Martha said to him, “I 
know he will rise, in the resurrection on the last 
day.” Jesus told her, “I am the resurrection and the 
life; whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will 
live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will 
never die. Do you believe this?” She said to him, 
“Yes, Lord. I have come to believe that you are the 
Messiah, the Son of God, the one who is coming into 
the world.” (John 11:21-27)  The raising of Lazarus 
was a foreshadowing of Jesus’ power over death that 
was most fully manifested on that first Easter Sun-
day. As we journey toward the great Solemnity of 
Easter, may we continually acknowledge that Jesus 
conquered sin and death and gave all of us great 
hope where there was previously none. During this 
Coronavirus pandemic, where uncertainty and fear 
abound, let us profess with great faith that Jesus is 
the resurrection and the life, and, if we believe in 
him, we will never die.  
 

Christ’s peace during this time of trial,  
Father Joe 
 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 
Unfortunately the parish devotions, bible studies, 
and other events had to be cancelled due to the Coro-
navirus. The Diocese of Cleveland, in conjunction 
with the Augustine Institute, is offering an online 
program called Formed that provides religious and 
spiritual content free of charge for the next 40 days. 
You can stream religious movies, view online bible 
studies, learn about the sacraments, along with many 
other catechetical opportunities. A link to the sign-
up page for Formed can be found on the parish web-
site. You will need to supply your name and your 
email address.   
 

MASS INTENTIONS 
All Mass Intentions currently booked will have to be 
rescheduled when Masses resume. Watch the local 
news for updates when Mass will be publicly cele-
brated. 


