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MASS SCHEDULE  

Saturday Vigil 4:00 p.m. 

Sunday 9:15 a.m. 

Wednesday–Thursday 8:00 a.m. 
 

RECONCILIATION 

Confessions will be heard on 

Saturdays from 3:00 to 3:30 p.m. 

before the 4:00 p.m. Mass 

and also by appointment. 
 

BAPTISM 

For information, please contact the  

rectory at 440-359-8205 Monday‒ Friday 

between 8:30 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. 
 

MARRIAGE 

For information, please contact the 

Rectory at 440-359-8205 Monday-Friday 

Between 8:30 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. 

APRIL 19, 2020 2ND SUNDAY OF EASTER 

340 UNION STREET 
BEDFORD, OHIO 44146 

 
 

PHONE: 440-359-8205 

WEBSITE: www.saintmarybedford.org 

OFFICE HOURS: WED. & THURS. 8:30 a.m.—2:30 p.m. 



OFFERTORY CONTRIBUTIONS 
The Coronavirus has caused considerable economic 
difficulties for many of us. If you are able, St. Mary 
asks you to continue giving your regular weekly of-
fertory. You can give online through the parish web-
site (www.stmarybedford.org), you can drop your 
envelope off in the mailbox at the office, you can 
mail in your envelope, or you can bring your enve-
lopes to church once the public celebration of Mass 
is resumed. Thanks for your generosity in keeping 
our parish operational and vibrant.  

Weekly Contributions for April 5th & 12th - 
$6,094.00 

Easter Collection—$2,477.00 
 

Thank you for your continued generosity! 
 

 USEFUL WEBSITES 
www.bedfordoh.gov gives information on Bedford 
city services during this Coronavirus pandemic. 
 

www.coronavirus.ohio.gov gives the latest direc-
tives related to the Coronavirus, including closures 
and eventual re-openings in the State of Ohio. 

RECONCILIATION DURING  
THE CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC 
Right now it is difficult for people to avail them-
selves of the Sacrament of Reconciliation. If anyone 
feels that it is urgent that they receive this sacrament, 
please call the office and leave me a voicemail, and I 
will call you back to set up an individual appoint-
ment to go to confession. Pope Francis spoke about 
this situation recently since it affects the Universal 
Church. The Pope said: “Do what the Catechism of 
the Catholic Church says (CCC 1452). It is very 
clear: If you cannot find a priest to confess to, speak 
directly to God, your Father, and tell him the truth. 
Say, ‘Lord, I did this, this, this….. Forgive me,’ and 
ask for pardon with all your heart. Make an act of 
contrition and promise God, ‘I will go to confession 
afterward, but forgive me now.’ And immediately 
you will return to a state of grace with God.” 
 

SUNDAY & WEEKLY MASSES 
The Diocese of Cleveland presents  a television 
Mass at 6 a.m. every Sunday on Fox 8 and at 11:30 
a.m. Sundays on Cox Cable channel 45. The weekly 
Mass also can be viewed on the diocesan website. 
For more links to live-streamed, taped, television or 
radio Masses, go to  www.stmarybedford.org.  

SAINT MARY ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH BEDFORD, OH 

Please  remember in your prayers the repose of the 
souls of Edward Treat and Walter Wawro who re-
cently passed away. May their souls and all the souls 
of the faithful departed rest in the arms of Jesus and 
Mary 

Readings for the week of April 19, 2020 
Sunday, April 19 

Divine Mercy Sunday 
Acts 2:42-47/1 Pt 1:3-9/Jn 20:19-31  

Monday, April 20  
Acts 4:23-31/Jn 3:1-8 

Tuesday, April 21  
Acts 4:32-37/Jn 3:7b-15 

Wednesday, April 22  
Acts 5:17-26/Jn 3:16-21 

Thursday, April 23 
Acts 5:27-33/Jn 3:31-36 

Friday, April 24  
Acts 5:34-42/Jn 6:1-15 

Saturday, April 25 
1 Pt 5:5b-14/Mk 16:15-20 

Next Sunday, April 26  
Acts 2:14, 22-33/1 Pt 1:17-21/Lk 24:13-35 

Please Remember In Your Prayers . . . 
 

Sam Alesci, Gen Cannella, Albert Ciprian, JoAnn Con-
way, Alice Cotter, Deb David, Robin Davis, Dick Dolan, 
Helen Druso, Trish Duncan, Dominic Flauto, Jim  
Goersmeyer, Darillinn Grubbs, Mary Hills, Dolores P. 
Hovan, Ken Hudak, Helen Husky, Leonard Iacco, Carol 
Kainec, Matt Kish, Judy Kobus, Fr. Andrew Krafcik, Ken 
Krawczyk, Corey Kurilko, Ryleeann Kurilko, Lucy  
Lagaza, Cindy Lowe, Wiletta Lynch, Ryan Martin, Nicole 
Murphy, Marcy Nero, Delores Nose, Lucille Novak, 
Dolores  Parker, Virginia Pfeffer, Conner Press, Casimina 
Radicelli, Sister Patricia Raelene, Diane Rongers,  
Margaret Sacco, Bill  Salettel, Eileen Salupo, Charles  
Saraniti, Emma Sarkissian, Rosalie  Scimone, Veronica 
Sebastian, Jonathan Sedor, Anna Marie Slaby, LueRean 
Talley, Mary Ann Taylor, Diane Whitelaw, Carl Wilson 
Jr., Loretta Yarish, Gwen Yates, Albert Zak, Patricia Zak 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 
Unfortunately the parish devotions, bible studies, 
and other events had to be cancelled due to the 
Coronavirus. The Diocese of Cleveland, in conjunc-
tion with the Augustine Institute, is offering an 
online program called Formed that provides reli-
gious and spiritual content free of charge for the 
next 40 days. You can stream religious movies, 
view online bible studies, learn about the sacra-
ments, along with many other catechetical opportu-
nities.  A link to the sign-up page for Formed can be 
found on the parish website. You will need to sup-
ply your name and your email address.   

http://www.bedfordoh.gov
http://www.coronavirus.ohio.gov


 2ND SUNDAY OF EASTER                                                                                                        APRIL 19, 2020 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
 
Dear Parishioners,  
 
Thanks to all of you who sent cards or called on the 
phone to extend Easter greetings to me. That certain-
ly made the day more special. Spending Easter alone 
and celebrating private Mass throughout the three 
days of the Sacred Triduum was most unusual. I’m 
sure watching the Mass online or on television left 
you wanting for more. Mass is meant to be celebrat-
ed with the faithful present; we long for human con-
tact as well as Divine presence. That’s why Jesus 
told his disciples: “Where two or three are gathered 
together in my name, there am I in the midst of 
them” (Mt 18:20). That scripture quote notwith-
standing, even if we live alone, God is still present 
with us. We have the Divine fire inside our hearts by 
merits of our baptism; something we are reminded 
of often during this Easter Season.   
  As I celebrated the Easter Vigil and prayed 
all the prayers and did all nine scripture readings, 
one of the lines of the Exsultet really struck me: 
“Rejoice, let Mother Church also rejoice, arrayed 
with the lightning of his glory, let this holy building 
shake with joy, filled with the mighty voices of the 
peoples.” My small adoration chapel in the rectory 
was certainly not shaking, nor did I hear a single 
voice of the people, other than my own. I missed all 
of your voices and faces! The feeling of isolation 
that many of us felt throughout the Triduum was 
shared by the Apostles after Jesus’ death. We need 
to recognize that all of the Apostles abandoned Jesus 
during his Passion and doubted the resurrection.   
  The ten Apostles who were in the upper 
room Easter night with the doors locked were cow-
ering in fear and isolation when Jesus stood among 
them and said, “Peace be with you”. Since Jesus’ 
death on Good Friday, none of the Apostles had 
been out proclaiming the resurrection and preaching 
the Gospel. While Thomas was singled out in to-
day’s Gospel as the doubter, one must remember 
that all of the Apostles doubted. At this point in his-
tory, the Jews didn’t believe in Heaven, so how 
would Thomas or any of the Apostles have known 
where Jesus was going when he died. They didn’t 
even understand that Jesus had to die the horrible 
death that he eventually suffered. We don’t know 
why Thomas was absent from the upper room on 
Easter Sunday night; the scriptures don’t tell us. For 
all we know he was the only one courageous enough 
to leave the room and obtain provisions of food and 
water for his brother disciples who were hiding.   
  When Thomas did return to the Upper Room, 

 the other disciples told him about their encounter 
with the risen Jesus. Thomas decided that their ac-
count was too good to be true. Thomas demanded 
proof and wanted to put his finger in the nail marks 
and his hand into Jesus’ side. Later when Jesus did 
stand in front of Thomas, Thomas did not attempt to 
put his finger into the nail marks; rather he said, 
“My Lord and my God”. Those few words that 
Thomas said were words of great faith, not that of a 
doubter. Thomas’ confession demonstrated a depth 
of understanding in regard to who Jesus really was. 
Jesus was truly human and also divine. Jesus was 
God.  It took the Church Fathers until 325 AD at the 
Council of Nicaea to start formulating the doctrine 
that Jesus was truly God.   
  The story of Thomas tells us that it’s alright 
for us to have doubts, and do we have a lot of them 
during this Coronavirus pandemic. When can we go 
back to church and celebrate Mass together? When 
can we go back to work? When is our unemploy-
ment check coming? When can we visit our family 
again? When can we find a roll of toilet paper or 
hand sanitizer in the store? And the questions go on 
and on. The Apostles had doubts about Jesus after he 
rose from the dead, and some doubt remained even 
after Jesus sent the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. The 
Doctrines of the Faith that we profess in the Creed 
each Sunday cannot be explained scientifically  
That’s why they are called Doctrines of the Faith 
and not Doctrines of Scientific Certitude.   
  None of us have stood before the risen Lord 
and said, “My Lord and my God”. Jesus went on to 
say, “Thomas, have you come to believe because you 
have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen 
and have believed.” Doubt seems to come upon us 
in proportion to the amount of stress and suffering 
that we experience in our lives. When things are go-
ing smoothly in life, faith seems to be present in 
great abundance. However, when the going gets 
tough in life, like it is now, we can doubt the pres-
ence of the Lord. I’ve heard many times in conversa-
tions with people that they feel their faith has been 
lost. It’s nearly impossible to totally lose our faith, 
but there are times in our lives when the doubt can 
get pretty intense. For the Apostles, the events in life 
couldn’t have gotten much worse than they did dur-
ing the Passion and death of Jesus, so obviously the 
disciples’ doubt would have been at its apex. But 
even so, Thomas mustered the courage to say, “My 
Lord and my God”. May we do the same as we cele-
brate God’s divine mercy. 
 
Easter Joy and Peace,  
Father Joe 


