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MASS SCHEDULE  

Saturday Vigil 4:00 p.m. 

Sunday 9:15 a.m. 

Wednesday–Thursday 8:00 a.m. 
 

RECONCILIATION 

Confessions will be heard on 

Saturdays from 3:00 to 3:30 p.m. 

before the 4:00 p.m. Mass 

and also by appointment. 
 

BAPTISM 

For information, please contact the  

rectory at 440-359-8205 Monday‒ Friday 

between 8:30 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. 
 

MARRIAGE 

For information, please contact the 

Rectory at 440-359-8205 Monday-Friday 

Between 8:30 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. 

APRIL 26, 2020 3RD SUNDAY OF EASTER 

340 UNION STREET 
BEDFORD, OHIO 44146 

 
 

PHONE: 440-359-8205 

WEBSITE: www.saintmarybedford.org 

OFFICE HOURS: WED. & THURS. 8:30 a.m.—2:30 p.m. 



OFFERTORY CONTRIBUTIONS 
The Coronavirus has caused considerable economic 
difficulties for many of us. If you are able, St. Mary 
asks you to continue giving your regular weekly of-
fertory. You can give online through the parish web-
site (www.stmarybedford.org), you can drop your 
envelope off in the mailbox at the office, you can 
mail in your envelope, or you can bring your enve-
lopes to church once the public celebration of Mass 
is resumed. Thanks for your generosity in keeping 
our parish operational and vibrant.  

 

 USEFUL WEBSITES 
www.bedfordoh.gov gives information on Bedford 
city services during this Coronavirus pandemic. 
 

www.coronavirus.ohio.gov gives the latest direc-
tives related to the Coronavirus, including closures 
and eventual re-openings in the State of Ohio. 
 

OLH & SM WEEKLY BULLETINS 
Until Mass is resumed, we will have copies of both 
Our Lady of Hope and St. Mary bulletins available in 
the foyer outside of Our Lady of Hope office if you 
want to receive a hard copy.    

RECONCILIATION DURING  
THE CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC 
Right now it is difficult for people to avail them-
selves of the Sacrament of Reconciliation. If anyone 
feels that it is urgent that they receive this sacrament, 
please call the office and leave me a voicemail, and I 
will call you back to set up an individual appoint-
ment to go to confession. Pope Francis spoke about 
this situation recently since it affects the Universal 
Church. The Pope said: “Do what the Catechism of 
the Catholic Church says (CCC 1452). It is very 
clear: If you cannot find a priest to confess to, speak 
directly to God, your Father, and tell him the truth. 
Say, ‘Lord, I did this, this, this….. Forgive me,’ and 
ask for pardon with all your heart. Make an act of 
contrition and promise God, ‘I will go to confession 
afterward, but forgive me now.’ And immediately 
you will return to a state of grace with God.” 
 

SUNDAY & WEEKLY MASSES 
The Diocese of Cleveland presents  a television 
Mass at 6 a.m. every Sunday on Fox 8 and at 11:30 
a.m. Sundays on Cox Cable channel 45. The weekly 
Mass also can be viewed on the diocesan website. 
For more links to live-streamed, taped, television or 
radio Masses, go to  www.stmarybedford.org.  

SAINT MARY ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH BEDFORD, OH 

If any parishioners from Our Lady of 
Hope & St. Mary are in need of help, 
please call the parish and leave a mes-
sage with our St. Vincent de Paul So-
ciety. All calls remain confidential. 
Also, if you would like to help our 
food pantry, you can leave canned or 
boxed goods in the foyer at Our Lady of Hope office.  
Thank you for your generosity.  

Readings for the week of April 26, 2020 
Sunday, April 26 

Third Sunday of Easter  
Acts 2:14, 22-33/1 Pt 1:17-21/Lk 24:13-35   

Monday, April 27  
Acts 6:8-15/Jn 6:22-29 

Tuesday, April 28  
Acts 7:51—8:1a/Jn 6:30-35 

Wednesday, April 29 
Acts 8:1b-8/Jn 6:35-40 

Thursday, April 30 
Acts 8:26-40/Jn 6:44-51 

Friday, May 1  
Acts 9:1-20/Jn 6:52-59  

Saturday, May 2  
Acts 9:31-42/Jn 6:60-69 

Next Sunday, May 3  
Fourth Sunday of Easter 

Acts 2:14a, 36-41/1 Pt 2:20b-25/Jn 10:1-10 

Please Remember In Your Prayers . . . 
 

Sam Alesci, Gen Cannella, Pat Christian Albert Ciprian, 
JoAnn Conway, Alice Cotter, Deb David, Robin Davis, 
Dick Dolan, Helen Druso, Trish Duncan, Dominic Flauto, 
Jim Goersmeyer, Darillinn Grubbs, Mary Hills, Dolores P. 
Hovan, Ken Hudak, Helen Husky, Leonard Iacco, Carol 
Kainec, Matt Kish, Judy Kobus, Fr. Andrew Krafcik, Ken 
Krawczyk, Corey Kurilko, Ryleeann Kurilko, Lucy  
Lagaza, Cindy Lowe, Wiletta Lynch, Ryan Martin, Nicole 
Murphy, Marcy Nero, Delores Nose, Lucille Novak, 
Dolores  Parker, Virginia Pfeffer, Conner Press, Casimina 
Radicelli, Sister Patricia Raelene, Diane Rongers,  
Margaret Sacco, Bill  Salettel, Eileen Salupo, Charles  
Saraniti, Emma Sarkissian, Rosalie  Scimone, Veronica 
Sebastian, Jonathan Sedor, Anna Marie Slaby, LueRean 
Talley, Mary Ann Taylor, Diane Whitelaw, Carl Wilson 
Jr., Loretta Yarish, Gwen Yates, Albert Zak, Patricia Zak 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 
Unfortunately the parish devotions, bible studies, 
and other events had to be cancelled due to the 
Coronavirus. The Diocese of Cleveland, in conjunc-
tion with the Augustine Institute, is offering an 
online program called Formed that provides reli-
gious and spiritual content free of charge for the 
next 40 days. You can stream religious movies, 
view online bible studies, learn about the sacra-
ments, along with many other catechetical opportu-
nities.  A link to the sign-up page for Formed can be 
found on the parish website. You will need to sup-
ply your name and your email address.   

http://www.bedfordoh.gov
http://www.coronavirus.ohio.gov


 3RD SUNDAY OF EASTER                                                                                                        APRIL 26, 2020 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
 

Dear Parishioners,  
 

In his Apostolic Exhortation, “The Joy of the 
Gospel,” Pope Francis speaks of always being ready 
to evangelize; to be always ready to share the joy of 
the Risen Christ. The Pope mentions that this could 
happen even on a journey. It is interesting to note 
that Luke’s whole method of telling the story of sal-
vation takes place in the context of a journey. Luke 
presents Jesus on a journey from Bethlehem to Naz-
areth, to Galilee, and on to Jerusalem. In the Acts of 
the Apostles, Luke presents the Church being on a 
journey from Jerusalem, throughout Judea and Sa-
maria, and to the ends of the Earth. Luke wrote his 
Gospel about 50 years after Jesus died, rose, and as-
cended into Heaven, and the people to whom Luke 
was writing may have begun to despair of having 
any encounter with Christ. The people who first 
heard Luke’s Gospel would have believed in a rather 
quick Second Coming which hadn’t happened yet. 
Luke’s community was facing persecution, and be-
cause they were mostly Gentiles from many differ-
ent cultures, they were having trouble building any 
sense of unity. 

Luke recounted the Emmaus story to give his 
community hope. Luke’s Gospel also had a theme of 
table fellowship and evangelization in the context of 
a meal. The story about the disciples on the road to 
Emmaus serves as a bridge between the stories of 
Jesus’ meals in the Gospel and the breaking of the 
bread in the Acts of the Apostles. The story is signif-
icant because it is the first post-resurrectional meal 
described in the Gospel of Luke or the Acts of the 
Apostles. The nature of the Emmaus meal reflected 
the Eucharistic theme of both the feeding of five 
thousand and the Last Supper. And the Emmaus 
meal would become the standard for all meals after 
the resurrection. Cleopas and the unnamed disciple 
were walking away from Jerusalem totally discour-
aged as they recounted the events of Jesus’ passion 
and death. Jesus approached the disciples and 
walked with them even though he was not invited to 
do so, and even after Jesus explained everything that 
pertained to him in the Scriptures, the disciples did 
not recognize him. The explanation of Scriptures 
was only a preparation that provided the disciples 
with a disposition of faith that would ultimately al-
low them to recognize Jesus in the breaking of the 
bread.   
 The journey to Emmaus did not end with an in-
terpretation of Scripture. When Jesus was ready to 
travel on further, the disciples invited him to stay for 
a meal. You notice that Jesus did not force himself  

to stay longer with the disciples. The disciples, like 
us, had to welcome Jesus into their hearts and 
homes. The disciples’ recognition of Jesus ultimate-
ly hinged on remembrance, a theme prevalent in 
Luke’s Gospel. In a similar way that the women at 
the tomb were told to “Remember what he said to 
you while he was still in Galilee” (Lk 24:6), the two 
disciples on the road to Emmaus had to remember 
Jesus’ words at the Last Supper: “While he was with 
them at table, he took bread, said the blessing, broke 
it, and gave it to them. And with that their eyes were 
opened and they recognized him, but he vanished 
from their sight.” After the disciples recognized Je-
sus in the breaking of the bread, they were able to 
rightly interpret their earlier experience on the road.   

In the “stranger” who opened their hearts to 
the Scriptures they also encountered Jesus, and they 
know this because their hearts burned within them as 
Jesus spoke. The disciples were transformed by the 
presence of Jesus and the opening of the Scripture, 
and they responded to the Emmaus encounter by re-
turning to Jerusalem to share their good news with 
the other disciples. We should see ourselves in the 
unnamed disciple on the road to Emmaus. And Je-
sus’ encounter with the two disciples shows us how 
the Eucharist, while referring to the past, is an event 
of the present. It is no coincidence that the two ma-
jor subdivisions of the Mass are the Liturgy of the 
Word and the Liturgy of the Eucharist. One reinforc-
es the other. In the breaking open of the Scriptures, 
both the Old and New Testament, we come to better 
understand Jesus and his mission. Through reception 
of Christ’s Body and Blood in Eucharist we are 
graced with a disposition to understand the Word of 
God more deeply.   

Of course, during this time of Coronavirus 
and the stay at home order, when public Mass is not 
being celebrated, recognizing Jesus in the breaking 
of the bread is not something we can easily do. We 
long to gather as a community of faithful and receive 
Jesus’ Body and Blood in the Eucharist. However, 
we can continue to grow in our understanding of Sa-
cred Scripture and all things pertaining to our Lord 
through our reflection on the Sunday readings, 
watching Mass online, participating in Bible studies, 
and by just reading the Bible on our own. The Em-
maus story should tell us that, in order to recognize 
Christ, we must be open to his Word. We must also 
welcome the stranger into our community (while 
social distancing) and recognize the Lord in the 
breaking of the bread. It’s from here that the real Eu-
charistic journey begins. Let’s continue to travel that 
road together while being physically apart. 
 

Easter Joy and Peace, Father Joe 


