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THE CELEBRATION OF MATRIMONY
Jesus Christ, Peace of Peace Catholic Church	
Clinton, Iowa

Congratulations on your decision to be married!			
	
It is a privilege to help you prepare for your wedding celebration and your life together as husband and wife.
	
This Marriage preparation folder includes an outline of the pre-Marriage preparation process, the wedding policies of Jesus Christ, Prince of Peace Catholic Church, and an explanation of the wedding Liturgy. 

A check-list as well as a Wedding Liturgy Planner, a Wedding Music Planner, and a Wedding Decoration Planner are included in the back pocket of this folder for you to complete. 

May this time of preparation be one of joyful anticipation as you look forward to a future filled with God’s abundant blessings.

							
Sincerely in Christ, the Prince of Peace,


Father Ken Kuntz			Father John Stack	   	Jeff Schuetzle
Pastor				Parochial Vicar			Deacon
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THE MARRIAGE PREPARATION PROCESS

All couples preparing for Marriage at (or through) Jesus Christ Prince of Peace Catholic Church are asked to fulfill the following requirements.

1. 	Complete the Couple Information Form.

2.	Participate in the Sponsor Couple Program (5 sessions with a married couple) or participate in a Diocesan sponsored Marriage preparation program or, if you are being prepared for Marriage outside of the Diocese of Davenport, participate in the Marriage preparation program sponsored by the Parish or diocese in which you reside.
	
	If you choose the Sponsor Couple Program, a married couple will be assigned to you by the Parish. 

	If you prefer to participate in a Diocesan sponsored Marriage preparation program, please go to the diocesan website www.davenportdiocese.org (Faith Formation Office>Marriage Preparation) or you may call Barb Butterworth at 563-888-4240 during working hours. The cost of Diocesan sponsored programs varies.  

	Please call our office (563-242-3311) to let us know which program you prefer. It is very important to do this within one month of receiving this policy so that the necessary preparation can be completed as soon as possible. 

3. 	Learn about Natural Family Planning (NFP). The basics are these: a woman's body has natural cycles of fertility and infertility. Modern science has determined highly reliable indicators, such as body temperature and cervical mucus, to identify the fertile and infertile phases of a woman's cycle. The couple charts the indicators daily (electronically or on paper) and uses that knowledge to achieve or avoid pregnancy. This means no chemicals, no pills, no hormones or devices, with no side effects. Sadly, several forms of artificial birth control result in abortions. NFP is described as a "blueprint for a good Marriage" because using it encourages open, honest, and direct communication as well as mutual understanding and respect within the most intimate sphere of a couple's life. The divorce rate for couples using NFP is 5% (as opposed to the national divorce rate of 50%). NFP promotes the love-giving (unitive) and life-giving (procreative) nature of the marital act. It supports God's design for married love.

	As a couple, you are required to participate in NFP training. Various options are indicated in the front pocket of this folder.
 	


4. 	Meet with the Priest or Deacon to: 

A. Fill out the Pre-Marriage Form and, if necessary, the dispensation 
     document.
	
B. Fill out and discuss the FOCCUS instrument. 

FOCCUS stands for Facilitating Open Couple Communication, Understanding & Study. It is an assessment which asks you to respond to a number of questions dealing with religion and values, relatives, sexuality, readiness issues and finances. Your answers will be sent away, scored, and the results returned to the Parish. Through the course of one or more meetings, you and the Priest or Deacon helping you prepare for Marriage will review the results of the FOCCUS. This is not a test to see if you will be able to get married. The purpose of the FOCCUS is to help you become aware of some important issues concerning Marriage and, perhaps, bring up some issues that you, as a couple, have not discussed.

C. Finalize the wedding Liturgy plans at least six (6) weeks prior to
     your wedding date. Please call the Priest or Deacon you are working
     with to set up a time to go over your plans.

LEGAL REQUIREMENTS 

Canon Law (Universal Church Law)

1.	Both persons (one man and one woman) preparing for Marriage must be free to marry. If either person has been married previously, his or her prior Marriage must be declared null by a Church Tribunal before entering another Marriage, even if the person is not Catholic. 

2.	A Catholic, who is marrying a person who is not Catholic, must indicate that he/she is willing to continue living the Catholic faith and that he/she desires that all children born of the Marriage be baptized and raised in the Catholic faith. 

Diocesan Law

The Diocese of Davenport requires that both people entering Marriage in the Catholic Church be 21 years of age. A special dispensation from the Bishop and a testimony of freedom to marry is required if either person is under 21 years of 
age.

Catholics entering into Marriage must be registered in a Parish. If a Catholic bride and/or groom are being married outside of the Parish in which they are registered, permission must be granted to the Priest or Deacon who will be presiding at the wedding Liturgy. 

If a visiting Priest or Deacon is presiding at the wedding Liturgy, delegation must be granted by the Pastor of the Parish where the wedding Liturgy will take place. 

State Law

If you are getting married in Iowa, you need to obtain a state Marriage license. 

PROCEDURES TO OBTAIN A STATE MARRIAGE LICENSE

The following are procedures for Iowa residents and non-residents who plan to be married in Iowa.

1. A Marriage license from the state of Iowa is required. It may be requested and issued from any county in Iowa. The Marriage can take place in any county within the state of Iowa. The license is valid for one year.

2. In Clinton, a Marriage license may be obtained from the County Recorder's Office which is located in the County Administration Building at 1900 N. 3rd Street.
NOTE: Call 563-244-0565 to schedule an appointment.	

3. The couple and one witness must apply for the marriage license.
A photo ID with signature is required for each person. The witness must be 18 years of age or older and know both the Bride and the Groom. (The witness can be a friend, parent or relative.)	

4. The fee for the Marriage license is $35.00 cash. This fee must be paid at the time of application.

5. There is a three working day waiting period from the time you have applied for the license until the time the license can be issued. If the license is requested on Monday, it can be issued on Thursday; if it is requested on Tuesday, it can be issued on Friday. If the license is requested on Wednesday, Thursday or Friday, then the earliest the license can be issued is the following Monday or any time after that during office hours.

6. At the time the license is to be issued, either the bride or the groom must sign for it.

7.	The minimum age to receive a Marriage license in the state of Iowa is 18 for both males and females. Ceremony witnesses (the best man and maid/matron of honor) who will sign the Marriage license must also be 18 years of age or older. If the best man or maid/matron of honor is under age 18, someone else present at the ceremony may sign the Marriage license. (This needs to be determined prior to the ceremony.)
If the bride or groom is under the age of 18, he/she must have written consent from both parents (legal guardians), and a court order signed by the presiding judge in the county where the Marriage license will be issued. If there is only one parent or legal guardian, then he/she must give consent. The parent(s) must be present at the time the court order is signed so that the judge may speak with him/her/them. 

8.	Blood tests are no longer required in the state of Iowa.

9.	Name change after Marriage: The only name being affected by the Marriage is the surname. The bride may keep her own, take the groom's last name, or hyphenate the two names together. The groom may keep his own name, take the bride's last name, or hyphenate the two names together. One or both parties may hyphenate their last names together.
	
The Marriage license must be brought to the Parish office at least two  weeks prior to the wedding. The office is open Monday - Friday from 9 AM to 4 PM.

 PARISH POLICIES
		
1. Dates
Weddings are generally scheduled for Friday evenings or Saturday afternoons. Weddings are generally NOT scheduled during Advent and Lent or on other major liturgical days such as Christmas and Easter.

2. Times 
	Times for weddings are:	Fridays at 7:00 PM
				          Saturdays at 2:00 PM
NOTE: Saturday afternoon weddings do not fulfill the Sunday Mass obligation.

At Prince of Peace Church, only one wedding is scheduled per weekend because of the potential for rehearsal time conflicts and/or Family Room availability.

Saturday morning weddings cannot be scheduled because of the possibility of a Saturday morning funeral. Also, we have the Sacrament of Penance from 11 AM - 12 noon every Saturday in the Church. 

Saturday evening weddings are not celebrated because we have a Parish Mass at 5 PM. Also, the readings and prayers from the Sunday Mass would have to be used at a wedding Liturgy on Saturday after 4 PM 

2. 	Place
	All wedding Liturgies take place at our Parish church, Jesus Christ, 	Prince of Peace. Sacred Heart Chapel is not used for wedding Liturgies. 	
3.	The Family Room
A “Family Room” is available for your convenience on the day of your wedding. This room is generally utilized by the bride and her attendants. The groom and his attendants dress before arriving at the Church. 

A. The Family Room will be available to the bride and her attendants at 4:30 PM for a Friday wedding and 12:00 NOON for a Saturday wedding (when it will be unlocked by the Parish Wedding Coordinator).
   
B. The Church provides a portable clothes rack in the Family Room for the bride’s and attendants’ dresses. Nothing is to be hung from the curtain rods or doors.  

C. The Family Room is not a beauty shop, hair salon, or boutique!  Hair,
nails, and makeup should be done prior to arriving at the Church. 

D. The drapes in the Family Room are not to be opened or closed. Drapes will be closed for privacy prior to the wedding Liturgy by the Parish Wedding Coordinator

E. The furniture in the Family Room is not to be moved.

F. Water, cold finger foods, and snacks only are permitted in the Family Room. No food or drink is permitted outside of the Family Room.

G. After the wedding Liturgy, you are responsible for making sure that the Family Room is put back in order with no items left behind. On Saturdays, everything must be removed from the Family Room (and the Church) by 3:30 PM. 

4. 	Church Decorations
You may wish to personalize the Church for your wedding with flowers and decorations. For a Friday evening wedding, the Gathering Area and Church are available for decorating at 5:30 PM. On Saturday, the gathering area and Church are available for decorating at 12:30 PM. 
(An earlier time is not possible on Saturday because of the Sacrament of Penance in the Church.)

NOTE: A Wedding Decoration Planner is included in the back pocket of this folder. Please fill it out and give it to the Priest or Deacon who will be presiding at your wedding ceremony at least six weeks prior to your wedding. Also, at that time, mail or bring a copy to the Parish Office at Prince of Peace Church. 



Please reflect on the following:

A. The more you add in the way of decoration, the more cluttered the worship space will look. 

B. Flowers and plants should be placed in such a way that they do not interfere with movement during the Liturgy.

C. Spider ferns are not permitted since they are very difficult to clean up.

D. Flowers may not be placed on the altar table.

E. Decorative bows may be used at the ends of the pews. String, ribbon, or elastic must be placed around the top of the pew to secure the bows. Tape, wire, metal or plastic hooks/clips are not to be used. 
	      NOTE: Vases or water vials are not to be used at the ends of the pews.         		 	     		    
F. Due to fire concerns, extra candles and candelabra are not permitted.

G. Nothing can be hung on walls, windows, or doors. 

H. The Parish does not supply additional furnishings other than the kneelers used at Mass by the bride and groom. 

I. Use of an aisle runner is not permitted since we have an aggregate floor.

J. All decorations brought in for your wedding need to be removed immediately after the ceremony.

K. If you are planning to use the Gifting Table in the Gathering Area for the guest book, photos, flowers, etc., please protect the table from scratches, stains, etc.

5. 	Photos
If your wedding is on Friday evening, photos may be taken in the Church between 5:30 PM and 6:30 PM (and following the wedding Liturgy until 9:00 PM). 

If your wedding is on Saturday afternoon at 2 PM, photos may be taken  in the Church between 12:30 PM and 1:30 PM and following the wedding Liturgy until 3:30 PM (because of the 5 PM Parish Mass). 

Please choose your photographer carefully. Photographers should be as inconspicuous as possible! Photographers are not permitted on or near the altar platform or in the open area in front of the pews at any time during the wedding ceremony. We discourage the use of flash photography during the wedding Liturgy.

6.     Video
	Anyone using a video camera must check with the Parish Wedding Coordinator before the wedding Liturgy. The best place for a video camera is at the back of the Church. Video cameras are not permitted on or near the altar platform or in the open area in from of the pews.

	NOTE: Photographers and videographers are not to interfere with the
	processional/recessional or Communion lines.

7.	Conduct
	
	No alcoholic beverages are to be consumed on the Church premises. You are responsible for your wedding party's knowledge of this policy. Failure to abide by this policy will place your wedding Liturgy in jeopardy. If it is determined that the bride, groom, and/or members of the wedding party have been drinking, the wedding Liturgy will be postponed. 

	Smoking is not permitted anywhere on the Prince of Peace campus – inside or outside.   

Inappropriate behavior which does not lend itself to the sacredness of the occasion will not be tolerated. Frivolous attempts at humor (e.g., pop-can rings, shoe messages, pretense of "lost" rings, etc.) will result in the delay or postponement of the Wedding Liturgy.

8.	Debris 
	
	Rice, birdseed, balloons, etc. are not to be used after the Wedding Liturgy for several reasons. First of all, rice is food. In justice to the people of this world who are starving, it is inappropriate to waste food in such a way. Secondly, it creates a hazard for people who walk on the Church sidewalks. Thirdly, it makes a mess for someone else to clean up. Birdseed creates another kind of mess after the birds have eaten it!  Fourthly, we do not allow the use of balloons for ecological reasons. 
 	
	NOTE: Bubbles are permitted outside the building only. 

9. 	Clean-up
Please select someone (other than the your parents) to be responsible for clean-up after the wedding Liturgy. This includes making sure the Family Room, Gathering Area, and Worship Area are put back in order. The Family Room and Worship Area need to be checked for programs, tissues, and/or other items left behind. Please have the clean-up person remove all boxes, clothes, etc. from the Family Room. A dumpster is located on the back side of Parish Hall.
Directives from the Diocese of Davenport on Particular Wedding Practices

Unity Candle or Unity Cross
The “unity candle” and the "unity cross" are products of our commercial world. No mention of them is made in the Church's liturgical books and they are not an official part of the Rite of Matrimony. Clergy and liturgists question the practice of lighting a “unity candle” or creating a "unity cross" because there is no clear understanding of the gesture and it has no real history or tradition behind it. It appears as a duplication of what has already been said and symbolized by the exchange of Wedding vows and rings. For this reason, their use is not recommended during the wedding Liturgy and no suggestions are made for music. Rather, couples and wedding planners are encouraged to prepare carefully the many signs and symbols of unity already expressed during the wedding Liturgy. A "unity candle" or "unity cross" may be used at the reception. 

"Sand Ceremony"
Some couples request to use a fabricated “ritual” within the wedding Liturgy involving the mixing of different color sands. This “sand ceremony” – often billed by wedding planners as having a Native American or Pacific Island origin – has no such connection and, like the unity candle, detracts from the primary liturgical symbol: the couple themselves and their exchange of vows. Therefore, within the Diocese of Davenport, the so-called “sand ceremony” is not to be done during the wedding Liturgy. 

Music During the Sign of Peace at Mass 
In some places, it has become customary during the Sign of Peace for a solo to be sung.  The Sign of Peace is a moment expressing the unity of the Church and of the whole human family. It is not appropriate to delay this ritual with a sung musical piece. The couple may exchange the Sign of Peace with attendants and immediate family, but the Rite should not be unduly prolonged. Quiet instrumental music may accompany this action. 

Flowers to the Blessed Mother
Moments of personal piety should not be the focus of our attention at public worship. Therefore, a “visit” by the bride and/or groom to the statue of Mary during the wedding Liturgy is not appropriate. Flowers may be placed at the statue before or after the Liturgy.

Use of Very Young Children in the Wedding Party
The use of very young children (under age four) in the wedding party, for example, as ring bearers and flower girls risks distracting the focus of the assembly away from worship and prayer. Often, the ring bearer is not carrying the rings to be exchanged, which creates a false sign (which is contrary to the authenticity demanded by the Liturgy). The use of very young children in the wedding party is discouraged. 

Ethnic Communities
There are a number of practices that are incorporated into the approved Rites for various cultural and ethnic groups. Examples include the arras (coins), lazo (rope), and mantilla (veil).To gain more insight into Hispanic wedding rituals, the bilingual book, Gift and Promise, Dona Promesa,(published by Oregon Catholic Press), is recommended. 




PEOPLE AT THE WEDDING

The Bride and Groom

In the Catholic tradition, the bride and groom minister the Sacrament of Matrimony to each other. The Priest or Deacon serves as the presiding celebrant of the wedding Liturgy. The focus of the Rite of Matrimony is on the commitment which you are making to each other before God and the Church.

In ancient times, most Marriages were arranged very much like a business deal. Services, property, and even people were exchanged in order to gain a Marriage partner. Usually, it was the bride who was "purchased" for her value as a household worker and child bearer. The bride's father expected something in return for the loss of his daughter.

In the centuries before the birth of Christ, this practice changed in some cultures. While the groom continued to give a gift to the bride's father, he also received goods, land or money along with the bride. This was the bride's dowry, supplied by her father to make her more attractive for Marriage. 

In the present day Catholic wedding ritual, the father of the bride does not give his daughter away. The couple enters into this relationship of their own accord. The wedding Liturgy should reflect the mature decision of the couple. 

The tradition whereby the groom is not permitted to see the bride before the wedding also dates from the time when Marriages were arranged by the groom and the bride's father. As was mentioned above, the father received money or some other commodity from the groom in return for his daughter. Often, the groom did not even meet the bride until the wedding day when he made payment to the father. If the groom did not like what he saw, he could call the wedding off! To avoid the possibility of such a situation arising, the father did not permit the groom to see his daughter until the time of the transaction. Today, of course, there are no restrictions preventing the bride and groom from seeing each other before the wedding Liturgy.

Witnesses

According to Church and civil law, you are only required to have two (2) witnesses (usually this means a best man and maid/matron of honor) who are 18 years of age or older. Two males or two females may serve as witnesses. If a witness is under age 18, please notify the Priest/Deacon you are working with so that someone else may sign the Marriage license.





Attendants

In addition to the couple and their two witnesses, others may serve as attendants. This may be a way for you to honor family members and friends by including them in the wedding Liturgy without unnecessarily increasing the size of the wedding party. Having more than five couples is not recommended.

The Priest or Deacon

A Priest or Deacon presides at the wedding Liturgy. If you have a family member who is a Priest or Deacon, you may want to ask him to take part in the wedding Liturgy. If one of you is not Catholic, and you want your minister or rabbi to be part of the wedding Liturgy, we would certainly welcome their participation. 

NOTE: A Letter of Good Standing (Celebret) is required if a Priest or Deacon is from outside the Diocese of Davenport.

Altar Servers

At least two altar servers are needed if you are having a wedding Mass. You may call the Parish Office if you would like assistance in selecting them. Altar servers are not required if there is not a Mass. 

NOTE: Altar servers should be experienced in this ministry. At least one of the servers must be a current server from Prince of Peace Parish.

Ushers

Ushers are a necessary part of the wedding Liturgy. They generally seat your guests as they arrive and dismiss them as they leave. They should also be present to be of assistance to your guests during the wedding Liturgy. Please choose people (men or women) who are responsible and hospitable.

The Guest Book Attendant

A Guest Book attendant may be selected. It is advisable that the Guest Book be closed five (5) minutes before the ceremony begins so that the wedding Liturgy can start on time. The Guest Book may be signed at the reception.








Musicians

Musicians are an important part of your wedding Liturgy. We ask that you hire Parish musicians as your accompanist and cantor. (A list of Parish musicians can be found in the back pocket of this folder.)

A non-Parish accompanist may be asked to play before or after the ceremony or to accompany a soloist. We ask that he/she not play the Clavinova without prior instruction from the Parish Music Coordinator. The grand piano may always be played without prior instruction.

Musicians are to use the sound system available at the Church. Personal sound equipment as well as portable keyboards are not be used.

String instruments, trumpets, etc. may be incorporated into the Liturgy. 

Please give a copy of the enclosed Guidelines for Musicians to those who will be providing the music at your ceremony.  

The Parish Wedding Coordinator will be available to assist with the sound system at the rehearsal and during the wedding Liturgy. 

The Cantor

A Parish cantor is required for all wedding Liturgies at Prince of Peace. For a wedding within Mass, the cantor leads the Glory to God, the Responsorial Psalm, the Gospel Acclamation, the other acclamations, and any congregational hymns that may be sung. If the wedding is without Mass, the cantor leads the Responsorial Psalm, the Gospel Acclamation, and the acclamation following the Consent. (In addition, a non-parish soloist may sing at your wedding.)  

Readers

We encourage you to have one or two people proclaim the Scripture readings, as well as someone to read the petitions for the Universal Prayer (Prayer of the Faithful.) Please make sure they have a strong voice and are capable of speaking before a group of people. We encourage readers to be present at the rehearsal.

For your convenience, a sample copy of the Universal Prayer may be found in Appendix I (page 20).

NOTE: The Priest or Deacon proclaims the Gospel and gives the homily.

Gift Bearers

If you are having a wedding Liturgy within Mass, two gift bearers will be needed to bring up the paten with bread and the pitcher with wine. These two people should be practicing Catholics, old enough to receive Holy Communion.

Ministers of Holy Communion

At Prince of Peace Church, we strongly recommend that Communion be distributed under both forms (the Body and Blood of Christ), since that is what Jesus told us to do at the Last Supper. In order for this to happen, three lay people, along with the Priest, are needed to distribute Communion. (The Priest and one person distribute the Body of Christ and the other two people distribute the Blood of Christ.) It is required that the three lay people who will assist in distributing Communion be commissioned extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion. If, however, they are not commissioned to distribute Communion at Prince of Peace Parish, they can be granted a onetime permission by the Pastor or Parochial Vicar of Prince of Peace Church to carry out this ministry. Lay ministers of Holy Communion should be present at the rehearsal so they can be told how their ministry is done. If, for some reason, a couple chooses to have Communion distributed under the form of consecrated bread only (the Body of Christ), then only one person is needed to distribute Communion along with the Priest. This person should be a commissioned extraordinary minister of Holy Communion and present at the rehearsal.

FEES

We ask that you reflect on the cost and expense of your wedding. We invite you to consider a simple and less extravagant wedding in light of Gospel values.
 
1. There is no fee for use of the Church if the bride and/or groom and/or their parents are registered and contributing members of Prince of Peace Parish. (Parish membership means attending Sunday Mass regularly at Prince of Peace Church and participating in the ministry of stewardship.)  

2. If the bride and/or groom and/or their parents are not registered and contributing members of Prince of Peace Parish, the couple planning to be married must register in the Parish prior to setting their wedding date. If such is the case, there is no fee for use of the Church. (As stated in #1 above, Parish membership means attending Sunday Mass regularly at Prince of Peace Church and participating in the ministry of stewardship.)  

3. If a couple lives outside of the Clinton area and has no connection with the Parish, yet wishes to be married at Prince of Peace Church, the couple must arrange for a Priest or Deacon to prepare them for Marriage and to preside at their wedding Liturgy. A fee of $500.00 for use of the building must be paid at the time the Church is reserved. A letter of permission from the Catholic person’s Pastor is also required. Upon receipt of the $500.00 and the letter of permission from the Catholic person’s Pastor, the wedding date will be secured at Prince of Peace Church. 

NOTE: If neither the bride nor groom is Catholic, the wedding cannot take place at Prince of Peace Church.
4. The fee for the organist/pianist/cantor/other musicians is to be determined by the musician(s). It is important to discuss all fees prior to entering into an agreement. The fee is to be paid directly to the musician(s) before the wedding Liturgy. 

5. Traditionally, couples have given an offering to the Priest or Deacon who presides at their wedding Liturgy. The usual gift is $150. You may give this to the Priest or Deacon at the rehearsal. 

6. It is customary to give an offering to the altar servers if you are having a Mass. The suggested offering is $20 for each server. 

7. Finally, it would be courteous to offer the Wedding Planner a monetary gift in recognition of time spent in preparation before the ceremony, at the rehearsal, and on the day of the wedding. $50 would be an appropriate amount.

MUSIC

We encourage you to select the music to be sung at your wedding. Musical judgment asks the following questions: Is the music technically and aesthetically good? Is it appropriate for a service of worship? Does it help people to pray? Be conscious of your musical selections, and make sure they fit the ritual. For example, Ave Maria is a beautiful hymn. However, it has nothing to do with Communion. Therefore, it should not be sung at that time. 

Also, please give serious consideration as to whether the various bridal marches are appropriate music. They sometimes focus on the bride to the exclusion of the groom. This is not the bride's day or the bride's Liturgy. The day belongs to the couple.

Secular music, even though it may emphasize the love of the spouses for one another, is not appropriate for the sacred Liturgy. (United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, “Sing to the Lord” #220.)  Such music should be reserved for the reception. 

All music selections must be approved by the Parish Wedding Liturgy Coordinator (242-3311 – if you have any questions). Pre-recorded music played on CD, etc. is not permitted at Prince of Peace Church. 

For your convenience, a Wedding Music Planner is located in the back pocket of this folder. Please fill out this form and give it to the Priest or Deacon who will be presiding at your wedding Liturgy at least six weeks prior to your wedding. Also mail or bring a copy to the Parish Office at Prince of Peace Church.



What about Copyright?

Music that is duplicated for an assembly to sing is generally protected by copyright law. In order to reprint the words and/or music of copyrighted material, permission must be obtained in advance from the copyright owner. Generally this is neither costly nor difficult.

Procedures to follow:

1. If the music can be found in the song book in the pew, the page number should be indicated in the program. (Copyright permission is not required for this.)
2. The Parish may already have a reprint license for the music desired. If so, the couple must follow instructions on how to write the copyright notice.
3. For other music, the publisher in question should be contacted well in advance. Each publisher will have their own policy. Some will readily give a one-time permission for limited usage; others will charge a minimal fee per song or a one-time filing fee. 

All will require the following:

A. Only music with a single melody line may be reprinted (for example, music as it is found in the song book in the pew). 

B. Whatever copyright notice appears at the bottom of a song must appear on the printed copy. Normally, this will include the copyright symbol, year, composer, and publisher. Each publisher will have a slightly different policy. The following is a list of frequently used music publishers:



G.I.A. Publications. Inc.
7404 S. Mason Avenue
Chicago, Illinois 60638
Phone: 1-708-496-3800
or 1-800-442-1358
Fax: 1-708-496-3828
Website: www.gia.com


Oregon Catholic Press
5536 N.E. Hassalo 
P.O. Box 18030
Portland, Oregon 97218-3638.
Phone: 1-877-596-1653
Fax: 1-800-462-7329
Website: www.ocp.org 
World Library Publications
3708 River Rd, Ste 400
Franklin Park, Illinois 60131-2158
Phone: 1-800-566-6150
Fax: 1-888-957-3291
Website: www.wlpmusic.com 


To use any wording from the Order of Celebrating Matrimony or parts of the Order of Mass, permission can be obtained from:

International Committee on English in the Liturgy
1522 K. St. NW. Suite 1000
Washington. D.C.20005-1202
Phone: 1-202-347-0800
Fax: 1-202-347-1839
Email copyright permission: permission@eLiturgy.org


THE WEDDING LITURGY

A wedding Liturgy is, first and foremost, a service of worship using the approved ritual texts of the Catholic Church. The selection of readings, prayers, music, decorations, and ritual should be done to give praise to God, who calls a man and a woman together in Marriage.
The wedding Liturgy in the Catholic Church is not a private affair. It is a communal celebration of faith and joy. Therefore, we encourage couples to involve the assembly whenever possible in the prayers and in the singing. We invite couples to seriously consider the following reflections on the various rituals that are employed in weddings today, and to decide what you want expressed at your wedding Liturgy.

Mass or No Mass?

The Mass is the Church's greatest prayer. It is the source and summit of Catholic spirituality. Therefore, when both the bride and the groom are Catholic, it is appropriate and desirable for the wedding Liturgy to take place within the context of the Mass. In cases where either the bride or groom is not Catholic, the Order of Celebrating Matrimony Without Mass is to be used. A wedding Liturgy without Mass allows everyone to feel included in the ritual. 

Advent / Lent

Advent and Lent are the liturgical seasons prior to Christmas and Easter. They are times when the Catholic Church discourages wedding Liturgies. If possible, please refrain from scheduling your wedding during these two liturgical seasons.

The Wedding Program

If you are preparing a wedding program for your guests, a guide can be found in Appendix II (page 21). Please bring it for approval to the Parish Office before it is printed. 

Preparing Your Wedding Liturgy

For your convenience, a Wedding Liturgy Planner is located in the back pocket of this folder. Please fill out this form and give it to the Priest or Deacon who will be presiding at your wedding Liturgy at least six weeks prior to your wedding. Also, at that time, mail or bring a copy to the Parish Office at Prince of Peace Church. 






THE RECEPTION AFTER THE WEDDING

The appropriate place for receiving guests is at the reception following the wedding Liturgy. Therefore, it is recommended that you be congratulated at the place of your reception rather than at the back of the Church following the wedding Liturgy.

The reception is also a time to light a wedding unity candle if you choose to do so. The two small candles could be lit by your parents as they are introduced, with the two of you lighting the single candle together as you are introduced as husband and wife. Another possibility would be to light a unity candle as part of the meal prayer before eating.

At the reception, please remember that your sharing of wedding cake with each other is a beautiful witness of the care you will give to each other throughout your married life. Feed each other with respect!
































APPENDIX I: The Universal Prayer

Priest or Deacon: Having listened to God’s word 
                               and witnessed these Marriage vows, 
                               we now offer our petitions to the Lord.

Reader: 
1)   For N. and N., as they live their life together as husband and wife,
       let us pray to the Lord.

2)   For the nations of our world, 
       and for their commitment to the values
       of justice, peace, and reverence for life, 
       let us pray to the Lord.

3)   For the family and friends of N. and N., 
       and for all who teach us what it means to love, 
       let us pray to the Lord.

4)   For the desire and grace to be the people God calls us to be,
       let us pray to the Lord.

5)   (Optional) For the departed loved ones of N. and N., 
       and for all who have gone before us in the hope of rising again,
       let us pray to the Lord.

(Note to Reader: If this is a Mass, remain at the ambo until Father finishes the prayer below. If this is not a Mass, leave the ambo after the last petition.)

Priest or Deacon: Father, you are the author of Marriage, 
and so we ask you to watch over N. and N. and all married couples. 
Keep them always in your care; fill them always with your love.
Through Christ our Lord. (Amen.)





APPENDIX II: WEDDING PROGRAM OUTLINES

You may find the following outlines helpful to you as you prepare the worship aid (program) for your wedding Liturgy. Please submit your prepared worship aid for approval to the Parish office prior to printing. 

THE WEDDING LITURGY              		THE WEDDING LITURGY
         (WITHIN MASS)			      	        (WITHOUT MASS)

The Entrance Rites                         	The Entrance Rites
Processional 					Processional				
Sign of the Cross                        		Sign of the Cross  
Greeting/Welcome                          		Welcome
Glory to God (sung)				Opening Prayer 
Opening Prayer 			
							The Liturgy of the Word
The Liturgy of the Word                         First Reading
First Reading					Responsorial Psalm				
Responsorial Psalm				Second Reading 
Second Reading 					Gospel Acclamation 
Gospel Acclamation				Gospel
Gospel						Homily
Homily						
							The Celebration of Matrimony
The Celebration of Matrimony 		Address to the Bride and Groom
Address to the Bride and Groom		Questions Before the Consent	
Questions Before the Consent                	Consent (vows)
Consent (vows)				 	Reception of the Consent
Reception of the Consent			Acclamation (sung Celtic Alleluia)
Acclamation (sung Celtic Alleluia)	 	Blessing and Giving of Rings
Blessing and Giving of Rings	           	Universal Prayer
Universal Prayer         				Lord's Prayer						                                               Nuptial Blessing
The Liturgy of the Eucharist 		
Preparation of the Gifts				The Conclusion of the Celebration
Eucharistic Prayer				Blessing and Dismissal
Lord's Prayer					Recessional		
Nuptial Blessing					
Sign of Peace						
Communion*		
										
The Conclusion of the Celebration				
Blessing and Dismissal
Recessional

*If you do not share our Catholic faith, you are welcome to come forward with your arms folded over your heart for a blessing.
