
St .  Peter  the  Apost le  Universi ty  & Community  Parish  
The Catholic  Center  a t  Rutgers  Universi ty  

November 3, 2019 

Celebrating a Marian Year 2018-2019 

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE: 
  
  

Saturday:  9:00 a.m. 

    5:00 p.m. Vigil 

Sunday:   8:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m., 6:00 p.m. 
  

Holy Days of Obligation: For an updated schedule of Masses, 

please visit StPeterNewBrunswick.org. 
  
 

WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE: 
  

Monday – Friday: 7:30 a.m. in St. Peter’s Church 

Monday – Thursday:  12:15 p.m. in the Catholic Center Chapel 

       
  

CONFESSION (Sacrament of Reconciliation): 
  

Mondays:   12:45 - 1:30 p.m.; 7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. (CC Chapel) 

Saturdays:   11:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon; and by appointment 

 

EMERGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION: 
In the case of an emergency requiring a priest after business 

hours, please call 732-545-6185. 

NOVENA PRAYERS: Mondays at 7:30pm in the Catholic 

Center Chapel 
  

  

BAPTISMS: 
  

Normally scheduled on the second & fourth Sundays of the 

month at 12:30pm (not during Lent). Please observe the 

requirements for sponsors. Must contact the office in advance 

to register. First-time parents are required to attend a baptism 

formation session. 
  

WEDDINGS: 
  

Marriage arrangements should be made one year in advance 

of the wedding. Please call the parish office before making 

other definitive plans. Once a wedding is approved and the 

date is confirmed, the required marriage preparation process 

may commence. 
  

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK: 
  

Please call the parish office to make arrangements for 

the  administration of the Sacrament of the Sick and/or for the 

reception of the Holy Eucharist to those who are ill or elderly.  

SACRED HISTORY · St. Peter the Apostle 

University and Community Parish is one of 

the oldest Catholic churches in New Jersey. 

The Cornerstone of the Church was laid in  

1856, upon the completion of the lower 

church, which now serves as the Parish hall 

and offices.  
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In your charity, please pray for… 

 
Kevin Hoagland, Thomas Spataro, Connor Montferrat, Theresa 

Birdsey, Ginnie Previte, Jonathan Swedel, John William Criscuoli, 

Danielle Reiser, Esther Wambui, Norman Corbett, Florence Gowin, 

Margaret Cleary, Teresa Yannazzone, Bill Spataro, Nicholas Rossi, 

Chris Joyce, Gary Vavila, Patricia & Sylvanus Ashamole, Louis 

Svelec, Joseph D’Imperio III, the sick members of the Akushie and 

Nwachukwu Families, Doris Tarquinio, Peg Byrne, Rick Scuderi, 

Linda Ryan, Rita Pietrobono, Nicole Mancini, Angelo Mancini, Becky 

Yurga, Rebecca Miller, Orlando Gines, Yvonne Finaldi, Sheila 

Lavery, Tanya Davis, Sgt. John McLaughlin, Patricia Deri, Alessia 

DePasquale, Brian Donoghue, Christine Fellin, Jose Lopez,  Joseph 

Gerity, Mary Cignarella,  Lorraine Fellin, Russell C. Hall, Russell J. 

Hall, Angelo Rossi, Mary Ann Hrapsky, William Kish, Maria Kratzar, 

Theresita DeGuzman, Bette Smith, Mary Spicer, Tom and Kathleen 

Monchek, Anna Graziosi, Shirley Murphy, Joey Mahoney, Evelyn 

Echevarria, Patricia Krakowski, Carmella LaVera, Joseph Gutsick, 

Marlene Salimbene, Barbara Wittreich, Frederick DeLong, Anne 

Gutsick-Smith,  W.J.R., Ag Yashinski, Marian Egan 

 

All the sick, those who are homebound, the  

hospitalized, and all who serve in the military. 

Mass Intentions  
 

 

Monday, November 4—St. Charles Borromeo, Bishop 
  7:30 a.m. Mary V. O’Shea 

12:15 p.m. Garold Douglas Hobson 
  

Tuesday, November 5 
  7:30 a.m.  James Polhemus 

12:15 p.m. William O’Shea 
 

Wednesday, November 6 

  7:30 a.m.  Susan Ver Hoven 

12:15 p.m. Vera Burns 
 

Thursday, November 7 

  7:30 a.m.  Monica Tamkutonis (Living Intention) 

12:15 p.m. Fred & Trudy Robertson 
 

Friday, November 8 

 7:30 a.m.  Mary M. O’Shea  
  

Saturday, November 9 
 8:30 a.m.  Jorge & Romona, Bombita & Michael, &   

    Nicholas Paredes 

 5:00 p.m.   Deceased Members of the Deri Family 
 

Sunday, November 10—Thirty-Second Sunday in 

Ordinary Time 

  8:00 a.m.  For the People 

11:00 a.m. James & Margaret Feaster 

  6:00 p.m.  Angelie Rowanni-Tueres-Nieva 

 
THIS WEEK OUR SANCTUARY CANDLE IS LIT FOR:  

 

Souls of those who have passed away this year 

Report of the Sunday Offerings  

in Support of Our Parish 

Fiscal Year 2019-2020  

 

The Sunday offering is the principle means by 

which we fund the ordinary operations of our parish 

and its ministries. Thank you for making ministry pos-

sible at St. Peter the Apostle University and Commu-

nity Church.  

Please consider using WePay or another form 

of automated giving as your preferred means of con-

tributing to the support of the parish. You can sign up 

for online giving by clicking on the “Giving” photo-

button on the home page of our Parish website: 

www.StPeterNewBrunswick.org 
When writing or updating your will, please 

remember our parish in your planning. For more infor-

mation on planned giving, please contact the parish 

office.  

RU Students, please consider giving the cost 

of one name brand cup of coffee, or making some 

similar sacrifice, each week to help support your par-

ish.  

 
Weekly Collection for Oct. 26/27, 2019: 

Weekly Budget Need     $5,125 

 

Total Weekly Envelope and Cash Contributions 

          $2,718 

WeShare/Automated Giving and Other Contributions 

          $1,635 

 

Total Weekly Offering for Oct. 26/27, 2019 

          $4,353 

 

Surplus/(Deficit)       ($772) 

November 3, 2019 – 31st Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

“But Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord,  

‘Behold, half of my possessions, Lord, I will give to  

the poor, and if I extorted anything from anyone I  

shall repay it four times over.' " (Luke 19:8)  
 

We are all called to gratefully give back to the Lord in pro-

portion to the blessings we have been given. This means 

everyone isn’t called to give the same amount, but is called 

to give equal sacrifice. No amount is too small or insignifi-

cant! Open your heart, how is God calling you to be more 

generous with your financial resources and possessions?  
 

________________ 
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 FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK  

Messages from Msgr. Celano from the 30th Sunday of  

Ordinary Time & on November, the Month of the Holy 

Souls 

Whenever the Pharisees appear on scene, even in story 

form, we know it’s not going to turn out well for them. 

Christ’s harshest criticisms were always directed to them 

and those like them – people who have all the outward trap-

pings of religion, but little of its inner substance.  

 

And, in this, we can sometimes be exactly like them… 

 

Notice how Jesus begins this parable on prayer (Luke 18:9-

14). The Pharisee is praying “to himself”. He is using pray-

er to congratulate himself for being oh so religious and 

virtuous. He repeats the word “I” over and over again and 

boasts that he is “not like other men…” Our Pharisee seems 

to have forgotten Who he is talking to when he prays, and 

what his heart should be like before God - humble, sincere, 

and repentant - not full of himself and pride in his good 

deeds. 

  

The tax collector, on the other hand, has done nothing to 

congratulate himself about, and he knows it. We are not 

even told if he was a religious man. All we know is that he 

sneaks into the back of the synagogue so he won’t be seen 

and begs for God’s mercy. Unlike the other man praying in 

the front of the synagogue, this man’s prayer is sincere, 

humble, and full of contrition. Which is why he goes home 

forgiven, while the Pharisee goes home as empty as he 

came. 

 

Prayer and the worship of God, especially the Sunday 

Mass, are meant to draw us more deeply to Christ, to teach 

us how to be fertile soil for the Word so that it can take root 

in us, refashion us, and show us the path to love. Above all, 

in prayer we seek a relationship to the Living God, not just 

a list of “things” we need or want answers to. We pray so 

we can know and do God’s will by living in faith, hope and 

love. Pope Francis recently observed that, “…the ‘how’ we 

live our relationship with God is at stake. What must be 

improved or corrected in our prayer are not the words we 

use, but the way we live our relationship with God…” - 

indeed. 

 

But there’s another dimension to prayer we need to consid-

er, that part about “I thank thee that I am not like other 

men.” To pray is to know that I am exactly like other men, 

sinful and in constant need of God’s mercy. “I’m just a 

beggar telling other beggars where to find the bread,” said 

the Protestant evangelist D.T. Niles. In prayer, we constant-

ly return to the wellspring of mercy, we intercede, we give 

thanks, we adore, we listen, and allow ourselves to be con-

fronted by the Word as we ponder its’ meaning. Prayer 

always changes the one who prays. Which is why prayer moves 

us to greater love of God and neighbor. Prayer teaches us 

friendship with God. Friendship with God, in turn, teaches us 

greater solidarity with others, and forms us in compassion, and 

service.   

 

What is most important in prayer is not the words we say, but 

the attitude of our heart before God – humble, sincere, and con-

fident, not in ourselves, but in Him who has loved us. In pray-

er, we seek God, not ourselves. In prayer, we look for a rela-

tionship with Christ, and not answers. In prayer, we say “thy 

will” and not “my will” be done. In prayer, we remember we 

are just poor beggars telling others where to find the bread.  

 
 ________________ 

 

 

November: The Month of the Holy Souls 

 

“O God, who hold all souls in life; and call them to Your-

self as seems best: we give them back, dear God, to You 

who gave them to us. But as You did not lose them in the 

giving, so we do not lose them by their return. For not as 

the world gives, do you give, O Lord of souls: that which 

you give, you take not away: for life is eternal, and love 

is immortal, and death is only the horizon, and the hori-

zon is nothing save the limit of our sight.” 
 

- Rossiter W. Raymond 

 

The month of November is traditionally dedicated to the 

remembrance of the faithful departed. This month gives 

us the opportunity to reflect more deeply upon the ulti-

mate realities of our present life and the eternal life to 

which we are called.  

 

I have often reflected at funerals on the words of Jesus to 

Martha upon the death of Lazarus, and the simple but 

provocative question He puts to her; “I am the resurrec-

tion and the life…do you believe this?” It seems to me 
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 FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK (CONT’D)  

 that Christ’s own assertion that He is the embodiment and the 

cause of our resurrection, and the simple question that is meant 

to provoke us into an answer can only really be asked here, at 

the grave. Death has a way of forcing us to consider questions 

that so often are ignored. How we answer those questions, 

either in faith or in doubt, can be the cause for hope beyond 

death or the surrender to the utter futility of life and, eventual-

ly, to despair. Christ gives Himself to us as our salvation, and 

as our victory over sin and death in Him. This is the context in 

which death must be placed so that we grieve, “but not without 

hope” (I Thess. 4:14).  

 

PURGATORY 

 

When the Church sets before us the memory of the dead, it is 

so that we might pray and intercede on their behalf. Shortly 

before her own death, St. Monica gave this final instruction to 

her son, St. Augustine, “Bury this body where you will and 

give no more thought to it. All I ask is that you remember me 

at the altar of God”  (Confessions). There is a wisdom here we 

need to pay attention to especially when death is so often 

shaped by contexts other than the context of faith in Christ, 

even among Catholics. While it is right that flowers and other 

tokens of love adorn the graves of our loved ones, such things 

are, in the final analysis, a consolation to us. Prayer, especially 

the sacrifice of the Mass, and other acts of charity and sacrifice 

offered on the behalf of the dead are a consolation to them. We 

must always remember that the dead are not beyond our love 

and our ability to “assist” them. So, let us step into the deep 

waters of faith and return to what both Christ and the Church 

teach about the eternal destiny that lies before us. 

 

The human person has only one of two possible eternal desti-

nies: life with God (Heaven) or life apart from God (Hell). 

Those in Heaven have no need of our prayer. They are more 

fully alive than we are and joyful beyond joy in the presence of 

God. We, however, need their prayer and intercession. The 

damned have made the irrevocable choice to close their hearts 

to God’s grace and offer of salvation. They are beyond our 

ability to help them. However, a third, intermediate, state ex-

ists. We call this state Purgatory. This is why we pray for the 

dead. Unfortunately, many Catholics mistakenly believe that 

the Church no longer believes in Purgatory. We do. It is an 

unchanging and unchangeable dogma of faith, rooted in the 

Scripture and in the Tradition of the Church. So, let’s remind 

ourselves of this teaching. 

 

First of all, the Church teaches that Purgatory exists as a tem-

porary state of being. It is not an “eternal”  state, but lasts 

“for a time”. We need to remember that we cannot measure in 

time what exists outside of time. But this much is certain; it 

“exists” and it is a “temporary” state of being. 

Secondly, Purga-

tory is for those 

who die in God’s 

grace but are still 

in need of 

“undoing” the 

effects of sin. 

Here we need to remember that God’s grace is given to us for 

our salvation and sanctification and we must be cooperators in 

this work. While God forgives sin, the effects of sin remain. 

For example, we all know what it is like to have hurt another 

person. We have apologized for our actions and been forgiven. 

But the damage has been done. We may need to learn how to 

better control our impulses and reestablish trust in the relation-

ship. While the hurtful deed (the sin) can be acknowledged and 

forgiven (the sacrament of reconciliation), the damage needed 

to be undone (penance).  Now let me caution you. Purgatory is 

not a state/place of punishment. It is a state/place of healing for 

those who die in God’s grace. This has always been the under-

standing of the Church. Penance, done either in this life or the 

next, is not punitive in nature, but medicinal. It is an act of co-

operating with God in our own healing. God’s love alone puri-

fies us and makes us fit to stand before Him “face to face”.  

 

Lastly, the Church teaches us that we can assist those souls in 

Purgatory by our own prayer, works of charity, and sacrifices. 

This belief is rooted in our confession of the communion of 

saints and the sharing of “spiritual” goods in the Body of 

Christ. Just as the Saints in Heaven assist us on our pilgrimage 

of life, so we can assist those whose faith, hope, and charity are 

being purified and perfected in Purgatory. 

  

In conclusion, all we can say is that Purgatory exists, it is 

“temporary”, it is a place of healing where charity is purified 

and perfected, and that, in the Body of Christ, we can assist the 

faithful departed through our prayers.  

 

So, this November, please remember the dead but keep in mind 

the words of St. Monica. Lay flowers on a grave, by all means, 

and honor the place where the mortal remains of our loved 

ones lay. But do not neglect to remember them “at the altar of 

God” by having Mass offered for them. The parish office will 

be happy to assist you with this. In the end, we should heed the 

advice of St. Monica; it is far better to give the graves of our 

loved ones “no more thought” than it is to neglect them at the 

altar, and in our prayers and works of charity.  
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You may have noticed that we have been singing a 

new Communion Hymn: The Cup of Life Outpoured.  

This addition to our repertoire was composed by Jim 

Cowan, the same writer of This is Jesus – a parish fa-

vorite.  Whereas This is Jesus acts as a statement of 

what we believe as Catholics… 

 
“This is Jesus, Emmanuel.  

God is with us in this Sacrament.” 

 

…The Cup of Life Outpoured offers a prayer that can 

become our own words of humility as we approach the 

great mystery the Lord’s Supper: 

 
“Who am I that I should receive 

The cup of life outpoured, the bread of life –  
The blood of Christ, the body of my Lord? 

Lord, I believe – Help my unbelief 
Cause me to see you as you are…” 

 

This theme is reminiscent of many traditional hymns 

that we have known for years. Note its similarity to the 

text of the old favorite, O Lord, I Am Not Worthy: 

 
“O Lord, I am not worthy that Thou  

should’st come to me, 
But speak Thy word of comfort, my  

spirit healed shall be.” 

 

As the text and music becomes more familiar, it is our 

hope that this hymn can serve as your prayer before 

the Lord at Holy Communion as you join your voice to 

those around you in song.  

SAVE THE DATE! 
 

Advent Lessons & Carols  
 

will take place on  
Sunday, December 15, 2019  

at 3:00 p.m. in St. Peter’s Church 

 ATTENTION 

MASS INTENTIONS AVAILABLE 

FOR THE REMAINDER OF 2019 
 

St. Peter the Apostle has spots open for Mass intentions for 

the remainder of the 2019 year (November and December). 

While Mass intentions are most-popularly said for a de-

ceased loved one, they may also be said on behalf of 

someone’s personal intentions, birthday wishes, anniversary 

blessings, etc. A Mass intention is a wonderful way to hon-

or someone in your life. Mass cards may be purchased at 

$10. 

 

We also offer a Sanctuary lamp to be lit for a week for the 

same reasons. The cost to light the Sanctuary Lamp is $15 

and it will stay lit for one week in honor of the specified 

intention. Our Sanctuary Lamp is in front of the Tabernacle 

and the Marian Sanctuary candle.  

 

If you would like to purchase a Mass card or have the Sanc-

tuary Lamp lit for a specific intention, please call Colleen in 

the Parish Office at 732-545-6820.   



 

PARISH OFFICE 
  

94 Somerset Street, New Brunswick, NJ  08901 

Phone: 732.545.6820  Fax:  732.545.4069 

Visit our website: StPeterNewBrunswick.org 

Office Hours: Mon-Thurs, 9:00am - 3:00pm 

 

Parish Clergy 
Msgr. Joseph Celano, Pastor, X113 

 MsgrCelano@StPeterNewBrunswick.org 

Rev. Jason Pavich, Parochial Vicar, X111 

 FrJay@StPeterNewBrunswick.org 

Rev. Dario Endiape, Parochial Vicar 

 FrDario@StPeterNewBrunswick.org 

Patrick Gutsick, Permanent Deacon 

 DeaconPatrick@StPeterNewBrunswick.org 

Helmut Wittreich, Permanent Deacon 

 DeaconHelmut@StPeterNewBrunswick.org  
 

 

Parish staff 
 

Karen Dill             Office Administrator  X110 

 ParishOffice@StPeterNewBrunswick.org 

Sister Lorraine Doiron, SJH    Religious Education  x215 

      SrLorraine@StPeterNewBrunswick.org 

Colleen Donahue               Office Manager & Wedding  

                   Coordinator X110 

 Colleen@StPeterNewBrunswick.org 

 

Anthony R. Nardino            Dir. of Sacred Music X112 

 Anthony@StPeterNewBrunswick.org  

William Casey        Business Manager 

 Bill@StPeterNewBrunswick.org 
 

Br. Jude Lasota, BH           Pastoral Assistant 

 BrotherJude@StPeterNewBrunswick.org 
 

Tom Setar               Maintenance 

 Tom@StPeterNewBrunswick.org 

  

St. Peter’s Cemetery 

Located at 500 Somerset Street (Rt. 27), New Brunswick 

Cemetery Office 732-249-0894 

 SPTAcemeteryNB@gmail.com 

William Carroll    Cemetery Director 

  

The Catholic Center at Rutgers University 

84 Somerset Street 

Phone: 732-545-6663  

Website: www.RutgersCatholic.org (new name!) 
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Don’t miss  
another update 
from our parish!  

 

We have a tremendous community 

here at St. Peter’s and we want to 

make sure it’s as easy as possible 

for every one of you to be involved and connected to it all.  

 

Keep up with Bishop Checchio  

around the Diocese 
 

The Bishop’s schedule, correspondence and more 

can be found on the diocesan website:  

 

http://diometuchen.org/bishop 

 

Photos from Bishop Checchio’s visits around our dio-

cese can be found on our official social media pages:  

 

 facebook.com/DioceseofMetuchen 

@DioceseMetuchen 

@DioceseMetuchen 

 


