
St .  Peter  the  Apost le  Universi ty  & Community  Parish  
The Catholic  Center  a t  Rutgers  Universi ty  

December 8, 2019 

Celebrating a Marian Year 2018-2019 

SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE: 
  
  

Saturday Vigil: 5:00 p.m.  

Sunday:   8:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m., 6:00 p.m.  

 

WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE: 
  

Monday – Friday:   7:30 a.m. in St. Peter’s Church 

Monday – Thursday:  12:15 p.m. in the Catholic Center Chapel 

Saturday:     9:00 a.m. in the Catholic Center Chapel 

  

HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION: 7:30 a.m., 12:15 p.m., 7:30 p.m. 

For any last minute changes regarding the Mass schedule on 

Holy Days of Obligation, please visit: StPeterNewBrunswick.org.
      

CONFESSION (Sacrament of Reconciliation): 
  

Mondays:   12:45 - 1:30 p.m.; 7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. (CC Chapel) 

Saturdays:   11:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon; and by appointment 

 

EMERGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION: 
In the case of an emergency requiring a priest after business 

hours, please call 732-545-6185. 

ST. VINCET DE PAUL SOCIETY: 732-668-6584  
(for assessment of assistance needed, leave message  

including name and contact number)  
 

BAPTISMS: 
  

Normally scheduled on the second & fourth Sundays of the 

month at 12:30pm (not during Lent). Please observe the 

requirements for sponsors. Must contact the office in advance 

to register. First-time parents are required to attend a baptism 

formation session. 
  

WEDDINGS: 
  

Marriage arrangements should be made one year in advance 

of the wedding. Please call the parish office before making 

other definitive plans. Once a wedding is approved and the 

date is confirmed, the required marriage preparation process 

may commence. 
  

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK: 
  

Please call the parish office to make arrangements for 

the  administration of the Sacrament of the Sick and/or for the 

reception of the Holy Eucharist to those who are ill or elderly.  



PARISH OFFICE AT ST. PETER’S CHURCH 
  

94 Somerset Street, New Brunswick, NJ  08901 

Phone: 732.545.6820  Fax:  732.545.4069 

Visit our website: StPeterNewBrunswick.org 

 

Office Hours:   Mon-Thurs, 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

     Fri-Sun, CLOSED 

 

Parish Clergy:    
 

     Msgr. Joseph Celano - Pastor 
     MsgrCelano@StPeterNewBrunswick.org 

     732.545.6820 Ext. 113 
 

     Rev. Jay Pavich - Chaplain/Parochial Vicar 

     FrJay@StPeterNewBrunswick.org 

     732.545.6820 Ext. 111 
      

     Fr. Dario Endiape - Chaplain/Parochial Vicar 

     FrDario@StPeterNewBrunswick.org 
 

     Patrick Gutsick, Permanent Deacon 

     DeaconPatrick@StPeterNewBrunswick.org 
    

     Helmut Wittreich, Permanent Deacon 

     DeaconHelmut@StPeterNewBrunswick.org 

 

Parish Staff:    
 

     Karen Dill - Office Administrator 

     ParishOffice@StPeterNewBrunswick.org 

     732.545.6820 Ext. 110 
 

     Sr. Lorraine Doiron, SJH - Religious Education 

     SrLorraine@StPeterNewBrunswick.org 

     732.545.6663 Ext. 15 
 

     Colleen Donahue - Office Manager & Wedding 

      Coordinator 

     Colleen@StPeterNewBrunswick.org 

     732.545.6820 Ext. 110 
 

     Anthony Nardino - Director Of Sacred Music 

     Anthony@StPeterNewBrunswick.org 
      

     Katie Cerni - Bulletin Editor 

     Katie@StPeterNewBrunswick.org 
 

     William Casey - Business Manager 

     Bill@StPeterNewBrunswick.org 
 

     Jude Lasota, BH - Pastoral Assistant 

     BrotherJude@StPeterNewBrunswick.org 
 

     Tom Setar - Maintenance 

     Tom@StPeterNewBrunswick.org 

 

 

St. Peter’s Cemetery 
 

500 Somerset Street (Rt. 27), New Brunswick, NJ  08901 

Phone: 732.249.0894 SPTAcemeteryNB@gmail.com 
 

Staff:     William Carroll - Cemetery Director 
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Report of the Sunday Offerings  

in Support of Our Parish 

Fiscal Year 2019-2020  

 

The Sunday offering is the principle means by 

which we fund the ordinary operations of our parish and its 

ministries. Thank you for making ministry possible at St. 

Peter the Apostle University and Community Church.  

Please consider using WePay or another form of 

automated giving as your preferred means of contributing to 

the support of the parish. You can sign up for online giving 

by clicking on the “Giving” photo-button on the home page 

of our Parish website: www.StPeterNewBrunswick.org 

When writing or updating your will, please re-

member our parish in your planning. For more information 

on planned giving, please contact the parish office.  

RU Students, please consider giving the cost of 

one name brand cup of coffee, or making some similar sac-

rifice, each week to help support your parish.  

 

Weekly Collection for Nov. 30/Dec. 1, 2019: 

Weekly Budget Need     $5,125 

 

Total Weekly Envelope and Cash Contributions 

          $3,687 

WeShare/Automated Giving and Other Contributions 

          $1,635 

 

Total Weekly Offering for Nov. 30/Dec.1, 2019 

          $5,322 

 

Surplus/(Deficit)       $197 

Our Parish Is On Venmo! 
 

RU Students and those who use debit 
cards, St. Peter the Apostle University 
and Community Parish is now on 
Venmo! Please consider sacrificing one 
cup of name-brand coffee each week 

and donate the cost to help support our parish and 
campus ministry.  Every sacrifice to the Lord matters 
and is appreciated!  
 

You can find us on the Venmo app by searching for 
either of the following two options, or by scanning the 
QR code with your cell phone camera. The profile pic-
ture will be the front of St. Peter’s Church. 
 
SEARCH FOR:        OR SCAN: 

 
St Peter the Apostle            
University Parish at Rutgers   
 

OR  @MsgrJoseph-Celano 
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 FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK  

A message from our Msgr. Joseph Celano given on    

the 1st Sunday of Advent 

 
 
Most of us are familiar with the basic details of the life 
of St. Augustine of Hippo, the “bad boy” who became 
a saint. In case you are not, let me give you a brief 
sketch of his early life. 
 
Augustine was born about 40 years after the Emperor 
Constantine decriminalized Christianity. His mother, 
Monica, was a Christian. His father was a Roman citi-
zen, a pagan, who had high hopes for his son. As a 
boy, Augustine was prone to all sorts of mischief and 
needed to be bailed out of jail on more than one occa-
sion by his father. He rejected his father’s plans for 
him to enter politics and chose to pursue a career as a 
philosopher and teacher of rhetoric. Augustine took a 
mistress and fathered a son outside of marriage. He 
delved into the various religious movements of his 
time – what we would consider today to be “new 
age” religious movements – and looked to every new 
idea, every new pleasure, to fill the empty ache he 
was deeply aware of in his own soul.  
 
On a fateful day as Augustine sat in a garden con-
sumed by his own emptiness and the conflicting pas-
sions that ruled his life, he heard the voice of a child 
coming over the garden wall. “Take and read,” sang 
the child in a sing-song voice over and over again. By 
his side was a copy of Paul’s epistle to the Romans. 
He picked it up and read the very words we heard 
proclaimed in this church today, “Put on the Lord Jesus 
Christ and make no provisions for the desires of the 
flesh” (Romans 13:14). Augustine tells us in his Confes-
sions that it was like lightning struck him; from that 
moment on, he would never be the same. He was 
baptized and later became the man who we would 
know as one of the four major Doctors of the Latin 
Church.  
 
Which just proves something Oscar Wilde would say 
many centuries later, “The only difference between a 
saint and a sinner is that every saint has a past and 
every sinner has a future.” 
 
Augustine’s story has a universal appeal in that all of 
us, at one time or another, have felt a profound empti-
ness in our souls, a restlessness with life as we know 
it. Like Augustine is his early days, some lose  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
themselves in work, career, or ambition. Others get lost 
in meaningless relationships and sexual immorality. Oth-
ers to substance abuse, or turn to religious and psycho-
logical movements that promise a quick fix for what ails 
them. In one way or another, we have all blinded our-
selves to the truth which Augustine learned the hard 
way, “You have made us for yourself, O Lord, and our hearts 
will be restless until they rest in You.” 
 
Advent reminds us sinners that we, too, have a future, no 
matter how far we’ve gone astray or low we’ve sunk. 
“The Son of Man comes at an hour unexpected” (Luke 12:40). 
The day will come when Christ will appear as judge of 
the living and the dead. But that day is not today. Today, 
He comes as Savior. He came unexpectedly to Augustine 
in the voice of child singing “take and read.” He comes 
unexpectedly to us too; in the stirring of conscience that 
urges us to set something right in our life, in quiet mo-
ments of prayer, in the call to give of ourselves to others 
without regard to what’s in it for us. In spite of the many 
ways we make ship-wreck of our souls, Christ’s coming 
as Savior assures us that we are worth saving; that we are 
deeply and eternally loved. 
 
Do you have a restless ache in your soul? Yes? Good. We 
all do, and thank God we do. We all long for something 
better, life-giving, and enduring. What is transitory and 
false cannot fill a space meant for what is eternal and 
true, no matter how hard we try. Only Christ can fill our 
emptiness, and He fills it with Himself.  
 
This Advent, throw open the doors of your life to Christ. 
He indeed comes at an unexpected hour, not to judge, 
but to save. That hour is now. Advent assures us of this.  



ADVENT PENNANCE SERVICE 

Tuesday, December 10th at 7:30 p.m. 
 

The parish will hold the annual Advent Penance Ser-
vice this coming Tuesday, December 10th at 7:30pm in 
the Church. We will have several priests available for 
confessions at this time. All are welcome and encour-
aged to attend to receive the gift of God's love and 
mercy through the sacrament of Reconciliation. Make 
this the first gift to yourself during this season of hope. 

 
ADVENT LESSONS & CAROLS 

Sunday, December 15th at 3:00 p.m. 
 

In the middle of De-
cember, when prep-
arations for Christ-
mas often begin to 
overwhelm, we offer 
you the opportunity 
to pause, reflect, and 
pray with the beau-
ty of the Scripture 
(lessons) and Sacred 
Music (carols) of the 

Advent season. With the strength of a choir of 50+ 
members, full instrumental ensemble, and participa-
tory congregation, this service of Lessons and Carols 
will help make your Advent what it is called to be – a 
time of prayerful preparation, full of expectant joy for 
the coming feasts. “Maranatha – Come Lord Jesus!” 
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In your charity, please pray for… 

 
Kevin Hoagland, Thomas Spataro, Connor Montferrat, Theresa 

Birdsey, Ginnie Previte, Jonathan Swedel, John William Criscuoli, 

Danielle Reiser, Esther Wambui, Norman Corbett, Florence Gowin, 

Margaret Cleary, Teresa Yannazzone, Bill Spataro, Nicholas Rossi, 

Chris Joyce, Gary Vavila, Patricia & Sylvanus Ashamole, Louis 

Svelec, Joseph D’Imperio III, the sick members of the Akushie and 

Nwachukwu Families, Doris Tarquinio, Peg Byrne, Rick Scuderi, 

Linda Ryan, Rita Pietrobono, Nicole Mancini, Angelo Mancini, Becky 

Yurga, Rebecca Miller, Orlando Gines, Yvonne Finaldi, Sheila 

Lavery, Tanya Davis, Sgt. John McLaughlin, Patricia Deri, Alessia 

DePasquale, Brian Donoghue, Christine Fellin, Jose Lopez,  Joseph 

Gerity, Mary Cignarella,  Lorraine Fellin, Russell C. Hall, Russell J. 

Hall, Angelo Rossi, Mary Ann Hrapsky, William Kish, Maria Kratzar, 

Theresita DeGuzman, Bette Smith, Mary Spicer, Tom and Kathleen 

Monchek, Anna Graziosi, Shirley Murphy, Joey Mahoney, Evelyn 

Echevarria, Patricia Krakowski, Carmella LaVera, Joseph Gutsick, 

Marlene Salimbene, Barbara Wittreich, Frederick DeLong, Anne 

Gutsick-Smith,  W.J.R., Ag Yashinski, Marian Egan 

 

All the sick, those who are homebound, the  

hospitalized, and all who serve in the military. 

Mass Intentions  
 

 

Monday, December 9—The Immaculate Conception of 

the Blessed Virgin Mary 
  7:30 a.m. Yolanda Egan 

12:15 p.m. Brother Francis Haworth 

  7:30 p.m.   
  

Tuesday, December 10 
  7:30 a.m.  Francis & Beatrice Lasota 

12:15 p.m. James T. Hughes 
 

Wednesday, December 11—St. Damasus I, Pope 

  7:30 a.m.  Beatrice F. McLaughlin 

12:15 p.m. Intentions of the CC Prayer Box 
 

Thursday, December 12—Feast of Our Lady of 

Guadalupe 

  7:30 a.m.  Eddie & Claire Lasota 

12:15 p.m. Jeanne O’Brien 
 

Friday, December 13—St. Lucy, Virgin & Martyr 

  7:30 a.m.  Lucy DeBlasio 
  

Saturday, December 14—St. John of the Cross, Priest 

& Doctor of the Church 

  9:00 a.m.  Helen Lasota 

  5:00 p.m.  Intentions of Sr. Donna Marie Lasota 
 

Sunday, December 15—Third Sunday of Advent 

  8:00 a.m.  For the Parishioners of St. Peter’s Parish 

11:00 a.m. Deceased Members of the Bucca & Agocs  

    Families 

  6:00 p.m.   

 ADVENT AT ST. PETER’S 
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“Hey! Where’s the hymn?” 
 

At the start of our Sunday Masses in the Advent Season, 
instead of a full hymn, the congregation sings a brief re-
frain and the cantor (or the choir) sings a brief verse (like 
a Responsorial Psalm). The words of this verse are those 
of the Entrance Antiphon. Just as every Mass has proper 
readings given for that Mass, there are also proper anti-

phons: short phrases that may be sung at the Entrance, 
Offertory, and Communion.  Most frequently, these 
proper antiphons are substituted for full hymns found in 
our hymnals. During the Advent Season, however, we 
make use of the proper Entrance Antiphon. Although the 
gathered assembly is only invited to sing the refrain that 
precedes and follows the antiphon, we should all be at-
tentive to the text sung by the cantor or choir, and use it 
as our prayer.  This proper text for each Sunday is print-
ed on the Advent Season handout. Consider praying 
with the Entrance Antiphon in your prayer time before 
Mass. 
 
We realize that it is easy for this verse to fly by without 
much notice.  It is our hope that by teaching you a bit 
about the Entrance Antiphon, and bringing your atten-
tion to the fact that the text is provided on the handout, 
you will be better able to pray with this song at the start 
of Mass. 

Page 6                       Second Sunday of Advent              December 8, 2019 

  PETROS YOUNG ADULTS 

 
Foundation Night 

 

Tuesday December 10th at 7:30 p.m. 

The Catholic Center at Rutgers, 84 Somerset Street 

 

All young adults are welcome to join the Petros  

Community as we continue in our Foundation Night  

series: REAL LIFE. This week’s topic is “Moving In”  

on having a deeper prayer life. 

 

Please join us and bring a friend!  

   FROM THE PARISH 

Christmas Giving Tree 
 

Our annual Christmas Giving Trees will be decorated with tags 

for the 2019 holiday season beginning the weekend of 11/23 

& 11/24 in the vestibule of St. Peter’s Church. Please take a 

tag. The groups who will benefit from your generosity are: 

 

 The Children’s Center of Edison 

 Roosevelt Care Center at Edison 

 The Society of St. Vincent De Paul, Diocese of Metuchen 

Council 

 Catholic Charities – Diocese of Metuchen 

 The Youth Enrichment Services – Early Learning Center 

 The Youth Enrichment Services – School Age Child Care 

 New Jersey Veterans Memorial Home at Menlo Park 

 

Attach the tags to each gift, but please DO NOT WRAP THE 

GIFTS. If donating a gift card, please write the dollar amount on 

the gift card.  Gift cards should be placed in the collection bas-

ket during Mass while other gifts can be placed in the vestibule 

of the church. We would appreciate if gift cards could be 

dropped off by December 8th. Howev-

er, all gifts must be returned by the 

weekend of December 14th and 15th. 

 

Volunteers are needed to help collect, 

sort and/or deliver the gifts to each 

organization. Please contact Carmel 

at idagirl@optimum.net  

or 732-545-1715.  

GIVE TO THOSE WHO  

HAVE GIVEN A LIFETIME: 
 
 

Thousands of senior Catho-

lic sisters, brothers and reli-

gious order priests spent 

years working in Catholic 

schools, hospitals and agen-

cies—often for little or no 

pay. Now, their religious 

communities do not have 

enough savings for retire-

ment and eldercare. Please 

consider giving to the Retire-

ment Fund for Religious, which helps provide 

medications, nursing care and more. To learn more 

about the Retirement fund for Religious and to do-

nate, please visit:  

 

https://retiredreligious.org/ 

mailto:Idagirl@optonline.net

