
St .  Peter  the  Apost le  Universi ty  & Community  Parish  

The  Cathol ic  Center  a t  Rutgers  Universi ty  

February 23, 2020 

SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE: 
  
  

Saturday Vigil: 5:00 p.m.  

Sunday:   8:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m., 6:00 p.m.  

 

WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE: 
  

Monday – Friday:   7:30 a.m. in St. Peter’s Church 

Monday – Thursday:  12:15 p.m. in the Catholic Center Chapel 

Saturday:     9:00 a.m. in the Catholic Center Chapel 

  

HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION: 7:30 a.m., 12:15 p.m., 7:30 p.m. 

For any last minute changes regarding the Mass schedule on 

Holy Days of Obligation, please visit: StPeterNewBrunswick.org.
      

CONFESSION (Sacrament of Reconciliation): 
  

Mondays:   12:45 - 1:30 p.m.; 7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. (CC Chapel) 

Saturdays:   11:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon; and by appointment 

 

EMERGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION: 
In the case of an emergency requiring a priest after business 

hours, please call 732-545-6185. 

ST. VINCET DE PAUL SOCIETY: 732-668-6584  
(for assessment of assistance needed, leave message  

including name and contact number)  
 

BAPTISMS: 
  

Normally scheduled on the second & fourth Sundays of the 

month at 12:30pm (not during Lent). Please observe the 

requirements for sponsors. Must contact the office in advance 

to register. First-time parents are required to attend a baptism 

formation session. 
  

WEDDINGS: 
  

Marriage arrangements should be made one year in advance 

of the wedding. Please call the parish office before making 

other definitive plans. Once a wedding is approved and the 

date is confirmed, the required marriage preparation process 

may commence. 
  

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK: 
  

Please call the parish office to make arrangements for 

the  administration of the Sacrament of the Sick and/or for the 

reception of the Holy Eucharist to those who are ill or elderly.  



PARISH OFFICE AT ST. PETER’S CHURCH 
  

94 Somerset Street, New Brunswick, NJ  08901 

Phone: 732.545.6820  Fax:  732.545.4069 

Visit our website: StPeterNewBrunswick.org 

 

Office Hours:   Mon-Thurs, 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

     Fri-Sun, CLOSED 

 

Parish Clergy:    
 

     Msgr. Joseph Celano - Pastor 
     MsgrCelano@StPeterNewBrunswick.org 

     732.545.6820 Ext. 113 
 

     Rev. Jay Pavich - Chaplain/Parochial Vicar 

     FrJay@StPeterNewBrunswick.org 

     732.545.6820 Ext. 111 
      

     Fr. Dario Endiape - Chaplain/Parochial Vicar 

     FrDario@StPeterNewBrunswick.org 
 

     Patrick Gutsick, Permanent Deacon 

     DeaconPatrick@StPeterNewBrunswick.org 
    

     Helmut Wittreich, Permanent Deacon 

     DeaconHelmut@StPeterNewBrunswick.org 

 

Parish Staff:    
 

     Karen Dill - Office Administrator 

     ParishOffice@StPeterNewBrunswick.org 

     732.545.6820 Ext. 110 
 

     Sr. Lorraine Doiron, SJH - Religious Education 

     SrLorraine@StPeterNewBrunswick.org 

     732.545.6663 Ext. 15 
 

     Colleen Donahue - Office & Wedding   

     Administrator 

     Colleen@StPeterNewBrunswick.org 

     732.545.6820 Ext. 110 
 

     Anthony Nardino - Director Of Sacred Music 

     Anthony@StPeterNewBrunswick.org 
      

     Katie Cerni - Bulletin Editor 

     Katie@StPeterNewBrunswick.org 
 

     Andrea Pesta - Business Manager 

     APesta@StPeterNewBrunswick.org 
 

     Jude Lasota, BH - Pastoral Assistant 

     BrotherJude@StPeterNewBrunswick.org 
 

     Tom Setar - Maintenance 

     Tom@StPeterNewBrunswick.org 

 

 

St. Peter’s Cemetery 
 

500 Somerset Street (Rt. 27) 

New Brunswick, NJ  08901 

Phone: 732.249.0894 
 

Staff:     William Carroll - Cemetery Director 

Report of the Sunday Offerings  

in Support of Our Parish 

Fiscal Year 2020 

 

The Sunday offering is the principle means by 

which we fund the ordinary operations of our parish and its 

ministries. Thank you for making ministry possible at St. 

Peter the Apostle University and Community Church.  

Please consider using WePay or another form of 

automated giving as your preferred means of contributing to 

the support of the parish. You can sign up for online giving 

by clicking on the “Giving” photo-button on the home page 

of our Parish website: www.StPeterNewBrunswick.org 

When writing or updating your will, please re-

member our parish in your planning. For more information 

on planned giving, please contact the parish office.  

RU Students, please consider giving the cost of 

one name brand cup of coffee, or making some similar sac-

rifice, each week to help support your parish.  

 

Weekly Collection for Feb. 15/16, 2020: 

Weekly Budget Need     $5,125 

 

Total Weekly Envelope and Cash Contributions 

          $3,548 

WeShare/Automated Giving and Other Contributions 

          $1,819  

 

Total Weekly Offering for Feb. 15/16, 2020 

          $5,367 

 

Surplus/(Deficit)       $242 

Our Parish Is On Venmo! 
 

RU Students and those who use debit 
cards, St. Peter the Apostle University 
and Community Parish is now on 
Venmo! Please consider sacrificing one 
cup of name-brand coffee each week 

and donate the cost to help support our parish and 
campus ministry.  Every sacrifice to the Lord matters 
and is appreciated!  
 

You can find us on the Venmo app by searching for 
either of the following two options, or by scanning the 
QR code with your cell phone camera. The profile pic-
ture will be the front of St. Peter’s Church. 
 
SEARCH FOR:        OR SCAN: 

 
St Peter the Apostle            
University Parish at Rutgers   
 

OR  @MsgrJoseph-Celano 
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love for us, a 

new law of 

love that liber-

ates us from 

within. In reli-

gious lan-

guage, we call 

this encounter 

with Jesus 

and the change that comes from it, conversion.  

 We all stumble and fall along the way. We each have our own 

hypocrisies and inconsistencies, that is why we need to be here in 

the Presence of Jesus. Here is where the cure can be found. The 

Church, after all, is not a museum for saints but a hospital for sin-

ners (Pope St. John XXIII).  

 God desires us to know the blessedness that comes from trust-

ing in Him, and the glory of the Kingdom in which the poor, the 

hungry, the grief-stricken, and the persecuted are set above the 

rich, the well-feed, the content, and the praised. Let us choose, 

then, this blessedness and undertake the longest journey of all – 

the eighteen inches from head to the heart.  

 

 

Lenten Message 

 

 In a letter written to a friend and fellow artist, Michelangelo 

described his artistic vision: “In every block of marble,” he said, “I 

see a statue as plain as though it stood before me, shaped and 

perfect in attitude and action. I have only to hew away the rough 

walls that imprison the lovely apparition to reveal it to other eyes 

as mine see it.” In another place, he said it the same thing even 

more simply, “I saw an angel in the marble and I carved until I set it 

free.” 

 We have been created for a purpose - to love and to be loved 

in this life and to know its fullness in the next. But we also know – 

sometimes painfully so - that we have strayed from that purpose. 

We intuitively know that we are all magnificent works of art, 

trapped within stone, and we need to be set free.  

 Think of Lent as a time of “courtship,” if you will; a time when 

we are pursued by the love of Jesus, who alone can show us the 

beauty beyond beauty that is the image of God we bear. But, like 

Michelangelo’s angel, we are trapped in the 

stone of our sins and need to be set free.  

 The spiritual disciplines we take on dur-

ing Lent are intended to do exactly that; to 

assist us in more actively cooperating with 

God’s grace that refashions us into the im-

age of God in which we are created. For this 

 FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK  

A few messages from our pastor Msgr. Joseph Celano: 

The Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 The British politician Andrew Bennet once rightly observed that 

the longest journey we will ever take is just 18 inches long, the 

distance from the head to the heart. It is the journey of turning 

what we know and believe into how we think and act – the process 

of getting something “inside of us” in a way that changes our lives 

and the lives of those around us.  

 Jesus tells his audience during His Sermon on the Mount that 

keeping God’s law must go beyond simply “playing by the rules,” if 

you will. It is meant to transform the human experience by trans-

forming the individual from within.  

 The scribes and Pharisees of Jesus’ day were not the self-

righteous hypocrites we sometimes portray them as being. They 

cared deeply about the things of God; they believed that by right 

living they would shine like a light in the darkness and lead others 

to God. And in many ways, they did; but they also had a problem, 

and so do we. It’s the problem of the long journey and the transfor-

mation of the heart. 

 In his book, The Name of God is Mercy, Pope Francis gives a 

modern twist to this problem. He tells a story of a man he knew in 

Argentina who had a colleague who seemed to be very committed 

Catholic. He went to Mass, recited the Rosary, read spiritual books, 

and even was involved in charitable works.  

 But this colleague confided to his friend that he was having an 

adulterous relationship with his maid. He made it clear that he 

thought this was entirely normal and he had no intention of ending 

the relationship. He said “these people,” meaning the hired help, 

“were there for that too.” Pope Francis simply offered this com-

ment on the story: “This is arrogance! It is the opposite of the hum-

ble and contrite heart by which we must approach God!” Obviously, 

this man, with all the external appearance of a faithful Catholic life, 

hasn’t undertaken the long journey.  

 The point is this, friends: by telling his disciples that “their right-

eousness must exceed that of the scribes and Pharisees,” Jesus 

invites us to turn what we believe into in a way of life that changes 

us. He invites us to the long journey. We may not be murderers, but 

we know what anger is and the real damage it can inflict on those 

around us. We may not be adulterers, but we know what lust is and 

how it twists the inherent dignity and meaning of human sexuality. 

We may not be perjurers, but we have all criticized and judged oth-

ers, indulged in gossip, or spoken untruths, and injured others and 

ourselves in the process. Our righteousness, says Jesus, must go to 

the heart of the matter, changing us from within. For us, the inner 

substance of this change is not simply achieved by adopting a new 

set of principles or ideals to follow. It’s found in a person, in Jesus 

Christ Himself. In our personal encounter with Him, who is always 

present to us in His Church, we see the enormity of the Father’s 

Continued on page 5 
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In your charity, please pray for… 

 
Kevin Hoagland, Thomas Spataro, Connor Montferrat, Theresa 

Birdsey, Ginnie Previte, Jonathan Swedel, John William Criscuoli, 

Danielle Reiser, Esther Wambui, Norman Corbett, Florence Gowin, 

Margaret Cleary, Teresa Yannazzone, Bill Spataro, Nicholas Rossi, 

Chris Joyce, Gary Vavila, Patricia & Sylvanus Ashamole, Louis 

Svelec, Joseph D’Imperio III, the sick members of the Akushie and 

Nwachukwu Families, Doris Tarquinio, Peg Byrne, Rick Scuderi, 

Linda Ryan, Rita Pietrobono, Nicole Mancini, Angelo Mancini, Becky 

Yurga, Rebecca Miller, Orlando Gines, Yvonne Finaldi, Sheila 

Lavery, Tanya Davis, Sgt. John McLaughlin, Patricia Deri, Alessia 

DePasquale, Brian Donoghue, Christine Fellin, Jose Lopez, Joseph 

Gerity, Mary Cignarella,  Lorraine Fellin, Russell C. Hall, Russell J. 

Hall, Angelo Rossi, Mary Ann Hrapsky, William Kish, Maria Kratzar, 

Theresita DeGuzman, Bette Smith, Mary Spicer, Tom and Kathleen 

Monchek, Anna Graziosi, Shirley Murphy, Joey Mahoney, Evelyn 

Echevarria, Patricia Krakowski, Carmella LaVera, Joseph Gutsick, 

Marlene Salimbene, Barbara Wittreich, Frederick DeLong, Anne 

Gutsick-Smith,  W.J.R., Ag Yashinski, Marian Egan, Marge Alfrey, 

Boris Rukshin  

 

All the sick, those who are homebound, the  

hospitalized, and all who serve in the military. 

Mass Intentions  
 

 

Monday, February 24 
  7:30 a.m. Lucy Meyer 

12:15 p.m. Jeffrey Leonia 
  

Tuesday, February 25 

  7:30 a.m. Stephen Hrapsky 

12:15 p.m. Dorothy Hughes  
 

Wednesday, February  26—Ash Wednesday 
  7:30 a.m. Mass—Anthony Mangarella 

12:15 p.m. Mass—Andrea & Elenterrio Banaag 

  5:00 p.m.  Liturgy of the Word 

  7:30 p.m.  Mass—Hilda Wittreich 

  9:00 p.m.  Liturgy of the Word 
  

Thursday, February 27 
  7:30 a.m. Raymond Hughes 

12:15 p.m. Bill & Betty Burket 
 

Friday, February 28 
  7:30 a.m. Joseph Schlicker 

  7:00 p.m.  Stations of the Cross 
  

Saturday, February 29 

  9:00 a.m.  Dorothy Hughes 

  5:00 p.m.  Narcisco Nanasala 
 

Sunday,  March 1—First Sunday of Lent 

  8:00 a.m.  For St. Peter’s Parishioners 

11:00 a.m. Deceased Members of the Anigbogus &   

    Onwusonyas Families 

  6:00 p.m.  Romona Bombita, Jorge Bombita, Sr., &   

    Michael Paredes 

St. Peter’s will be hosting multiple Masses and 

Liturgies of the Word in St. Peter’s Church and in multiple loca-

tions across Rutgers University during Ash Wednesday, February 

26, 2020. If you would like to receive ashes (distributed at both 

Mass and the Liturgy of the Word), please consult the following 

schedule:  

 

St. Peter’s Church    

94 Somerset Street   7:30 a.m.   Mass 

       12:15 p.m.  Mass with   

           Bishop Checchio 

    5:00 p.m.   Liturgy of    

        the Word 

    7:30 p.m.   Mass 

    9:00 p.m.   Liturgy of    

        the Word 

Busch Student Center  

Center Hall     12:15 p.m.  Mass 

       8:00 p.m.   Liturgy of    

           the Word 

 

Cook Student Center     

Room MPR-C    12:15 p.m.  Liturgy of    

           the Word 

 

Livingston Student Center    

Room 202 ABC    6:00 p.m.   Liturgy of    

           the Word  

FROM THE PARISH 

 

St. Peter’s is pleased to wel-

come the Most Reverend 

James F. Checchio, Bishop of 

Metuchen, to our parish on 

Ash Wednesday, February 26, 

2020. Bishop Checchio will be 

the principal celebrant of the 

12:15 p.m. Mass in the 

church. Please mark your cal-

endars and plan on joining us 

for Ash Wednesday with our 

Bishop.   

 
STATIONS OF THE CROSS 

 
 

Beginning this Friday, February 28, St. Peter’s will once again 

begin it’s weekly Stations of the Cross service. The service will 

take place every Friday during Lent, beginning at 7:00 p.m. in 

St. Peter’s Church. 

 

Please join us this week and each following Friday until Easter 

to more fully enter into the Lenten season. 
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FROM THE PASTOR CONT’D 

 

PREPARING FOR LENT 

Night of Recollection 
 

+ LET US JOURNEY TOGETHER THROUGH LENT + 

With Father James De Fillipps 
 

Thursday, Feb. 27, 2020 

St. Bartholomew Church 

470 Ryders Lane, East Brunswick 

 

Private Prayer…………………………………………..6:00pm 

Spiritual Presentation/Reflection………………6:15pm-6:45pm 

Mass……………………………………………………….7:00pm 

Lenten Soup Supper to follow Mass…………..$5.00 per person 

(Reservations needed for the Soup Supper) 

 

Please direct any questions about the evening’s schedule and 

how to submit a reservation form to Nellie Moran at 

732.207.9786 or  qoe1017@aol.com. 

 

INVITE a friend – EVERYONE is welcome 

+ Sponsored by the Altar Rosary Society of St. Bartholomew + 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHAT IS BEST LENT EVER? 

It’s a totally free and totally awesome daily Lenten video pro-

gram (sent straight to your email) that will help you unlock your 

God-given potential. LENT is less than 1 week away - sign up to 

receive encouragement that will make your Lenten season a 

time of real growth in discipleship! 

reason, we should give serious consideration to the disciplines of 

prayer, fasting, and alms-giving (the works of charity) so that they 

address the substantive issues of our lives. For example, if I chose 

to fast by giving up candy for Lent but I am not willing to repair a 

relationship I have injured, or to overcome a sinful habit, or to be 

more generous with the people who most need my time and love, 

how will this profit me? Our Lenten discipline should help us strike 

at the root of sin in our lives so that we realign ourselves to God’s 

will for us in Christ.  

 During the next forty days, try getting to daily Mass at least 

once a week. Take time for prayer every day. Cultivate a devotion 

to Our Lady through the Rosary, especially following our diocesan 

and parish consecration to Her under the title of Our Lady of Gua-

dalupe. Engage in some form of spiritual reading to better know 

our Catholic faith and nurture your spiritual life. Refrain from harsh 

words, gossip, and judging others. Cultivate a sense of service by 

giving up something on a Friday you normally would treat yourself 

to and donate the money to parish or to charity, give unused cloth-

ing to the poor, or spend time with someone who is homebound or 

ill.  

 Lent remind us that we are, in fact, more than we know. “We 

are not the sum of our weaknesses and failures. We are the sum 

of the Father’s love for us and our real capacity to be the image of 

His Son” (Pope St. John Paul II).  To repent of sin and be converted 

is to turn toward this, to pursue it whole-heartedly through prayer, 

fasting, and works of charity, and to grant the Master what He 

desires most; to carve us out of stone until we are set free.  

INSTRUCTIONS FOR LENTEN 

FASTING & ABSTINENCE 
 

Beginning on Ash Wednesday (Feb. 26, 2020) through 

Holy Thursday (April 9, 2020), the Catholic Church com-

memorates the penitential season of Lent. So that the 

Church may be spiritually one in this observance, the 

Catholic Church in the United States has put forth the 

following Lenten requirements, to be observed by Catho-

lics who are of good health: 

 

1. The days of FASTING & ABSTINENCE are Ash 

Wednesday (Feb. 26) and Good Friday (April 10). 

2. Each remaining Friday in Lent is a day of ABSTI-

NENCE. 

 

FASTING: This obligation applies only to Catholics be-

tween the ages of 18 and 59. To fast in the Catholic tra-

dition means to limit oneself to one full meal as well as 

two smaller meals that together are not equal to a full 

meal during the day. 

 

ABSTINENCE: This obligation applies to all Catholics who 

have reached the age of 14. Abstinence in the Catholic 

tradition means to abstain from meat and all meat prod-

ucts.  

 

Those unable to abstain for a valid reason on any given 

Friday of Lent are asked to perform some other peniten-

tial act or to abstain on another day. 



 

Don’t miss another 
Update from our parish! 

 

We have a tremendous community 

here at St. Peter’s and we want to 

make sure it’s as easy as possible for 

every one of you to be involved and connected to it all.  

 

Text SPNB to 84576 and join our parish Flocknote Community! 

Once you send that in, Flocknote will text you back a confirma-

tion message AND another message with a link you’ll need to 

click to complete the process.  
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  FROM THE DIOCESE 

 

2020 Bishop’s Annual Appeal 

Stepping Forward in Faith: Grace in Action 
 

Please watch your mailbox for a letter from Bishop Checchio com-

ing to you announcing the 2020 Bishop’s Annual Appeal. The 

campaign will again be conducted during Lent and our parish can 

earn a rebate of 50% of the amount collected over goal. 

 

Through your support of the Bishop’s Annual Appeal you help 

those in our diocese whose needs are the greatest—the poor, the 

homeless, and those struggling with illness or grief. Among other 

needed pastoral ministries, your gift also supports the formation 

of seminarians and enhances the work of campus ministry 

through the Catholic Center at Rutgers University. The many pas-

toral, educational and charitable ministries of the Diocese of 

Metuchen would not be possible without a generous contribution 

from every household.  Please be as generous as your means 

allow. 

A Special Sunday Cafe on Sacred Music 
 
On Sunday, February 23rd (today), the Sunday Cafe will be hosted 

by our director of Sacred Music, Anthony Nardino. In lieu of the 

usual reflection on the Sunday Scriptures, Mr. Nardino will give a 

presentation on the role of the music we sing at Mass as a prayer 

in and of itself as well as a means of building upon the Scripture 

proclaimed during the Liturgy of the Word.  The goal of the presen-

tation and reflection will be to offer parishioners a lens through 

which to see the music that is presented to them each week as a 

portion of their prayer at Mass. We hope to see you there! 

 

When:   Sunday February 23rd between  

   the 8 & 11 a.m. Masses 

Where:   Parish Hall 

 

 

The "SUNDAY ONLY" Choir 
 

Have you considered joining the 11 a.m. Mass Choir, only to think 

that the Thursday evening rehearsal is just one thing too many on 

your busy schedule?  Well then this message is for you. 
 

For the months of February and March, the 11 a.m. Mass Choir 

will rehearse only before Mass - 10:30 a.m. on a Sunday, review-

ing music for Mass that same day.  This means that for the next 

two months you can come and sing as you are able. Sing for just 

one Sunday, every Sunday, or whenever you can make it.  If you 

can be in the choir loft at 10:30 a.m. on a given Sunday, you can 

sing with the choir for that Mass!  There's never been a better 

time to give it a try. 
 

See you in the loft! 

 

For more information, contact our director  

of Sacred Music, Anthony Nardino at  
 

Anthony@stpeternewbrunswick.org  
 

or just come up to the choir loft any Sunday. 

 

 

 

 Prayer Partner Request 

Sixteen of our middle-school aged brothers and sisters in the 

Whole Family Catechesis program will receive the Sacrament 

of Confirmation this spring through Bishop James F. Checchio. 

 

We are asking our parishioners to pray for  

these young people and for their families.  

 

If you would like to join this work of intercessory prayer, please 

call the Parish Office (732) 545-6820 and request the name of 

a student. Please pray for this young person every day for the 

grace he or she needs! 

Why join the Knights of Columbus?  

 

The Knights of Columbus membership offers 

countless opportunities for Catholic men and 

their families to live and grow in faith. Through 

our support of critical, societal needs, we 

Knights have the opportunities to leave a posi-

tive and lasting impact in our communities and 

around the world. The nearly 2 million members, who are re-

spected an proud to call themselves Knights, donated count-

less hours of their time to charitable serves and nearly $200 

million to important causes around the globe just last year. 
 

Go to KofC.org to learn more. 

Prayer Request 

 

Please hold in prayer the Catholic Student Association  

and Petros Young Adults as both ministries attend their 

annual Spring Retreats this weekend. Please pray that  

the Lord will provide a true encounter with Himself  

for everyone in attendance.   

mailto:Anthony@stpeternewbrunswick.org

