
St .  Peter  the  Apost le  Universi ty  & Community  Parish  

The  Cathol ic  Center  a t  Rutgers  Universi ty  

March 8, 2020 

SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE: 
  
  

Saturday Vigil: 5:00 p.m.  

Sunday:   8:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m., 6:00 p.m.  

 

WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE: 
  

Monday – Friday:   7:30 a.m. in St. Peter’s Church 

Monday – Thursday:  12:15 p.m. in the Catholic Center Chapel 

Saturday:     9:00 a.m. in the Catholic Center Chapel 

  

HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION: 7:30 a.m., 12:15 p.m., 7:30 p.m. 

For any last minute changes regarding the Mass schedule on 

Holy Days of Obligation, please visit: StPeterNewBrunswick.org.
      

CONFESSION (Sacrament of Reconciliation): 
  

Mondays:   12:45 - 1:30 p.m.; 7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. (CC Chapel) 

Saturdays:   11:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon; and by appointment 

 

EMERGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION: 
In the case of an emergency requiring a priest after business 

hours, please call 732-545-6185. 

ST. VINCET DE PAUL SOCIETY: 732-668-6584  
(for assessment of assistance needed, leave message  

including name and contact number)  
 

BAPTISMS: 
  

Normally scheduled on the second & fourth Sundays of the 

month at 12:30pm (not during Lent). Please observe the 

requirements for sponsors. Must contact the office in advance 

to register. First-time parents are required to attend a baptism 

formation session. 
  

WEDDINGS: 
  

Marriage arrangements should be made one year in advance 

of the wedding. Please call the parish office before making 

other definitive plans. Once a wedding is approved and the 

date is confirmed, the required marriage preparation process 

may commence. 
  

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK: 
  

Please call the parish office to make arrangements for 

the  administration of the Sacrament of the Sick and/or for the 

reception of the Holy Eucharist to those who are ill or elderly.  



PARISH OFFICE AT ST. PETER’S CHURCH 
  

94 Somerset Street, New Brunswick, NJ  08901 

Phone: 732.545.6820  Fax:  732.545.4069 

Visit our website: StPeterNewBrunswick.org 

 

Office Hours:   Mon-Thurs, 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

     Fri-Sun, CLOSED 

 

Parish Clergy:    
 

     Msgr. Joseph Celano - Pastor 
     MsgrCelano@StPeterNewBrunswick.org 

     732.545.6820 Ext. 113 
 

     Rev. Jay Pavich - Chaplain/Parochial Vicar 

     FrJay@StPeterNewBrunswick.org 

     732.545.6820 Ext. 111 
      

     Fr. Dario Endiape - Chaplain/Parochial Vicar 

     FrDario@StPeterNewBrunswick.org 
 

     Patrick Gutsick, Permanent Deacon 

     DeaconPatrick@StPeterNewBrunswick.org 
    

     Helmut Wittreich, Permanent Deacon 

     DeaconHelmut@StPeterNewBrunswick.org 

 

Parish Staff:    
 

     Karen Dill - Office Administrator 

     ParishOffice@StPeterNewBrunswick.org 

     732.545.6820 Ext. 110 
 

     Sr. Lorraine Doiron, SJH - Religious Education 

     SrLorraine@StPeterNewBrunswick.org 

     732.545.6663 Ext. 15 
 

     Colleen Donahue - Office & Wedding   

     Administrator 

     Colleen@StPeterNewBrunswick.org 

     732.545.6820 Ext. 110 
 

     Anthony Nardino - Director Of Sacred Music 

     Anthony@StPeterNewBrunswick.org 
      

     Katie Cerni - Bulletin Editor 

     Katie@StPeterNewBrunswick.org 
 

     Andrea Pesta - Business Manager 

     APesta@StPeterNewBrunswick.org 
 

     Jude Lasota, BH - Pastoral Assistant 

     BrotherJude@StPeterNewBrunswick.org 
 

     Tom Setar - Maintenance 

     Tom@StPeterNewBrunswick.org 

 

 

St. Peter’s Cemetery 
 

500 Somerset Street (Rt. 27) 

New Brunswick, NJ  08901 

Phone: 732.249.0894 
 

Staff:     William Carroll - Cemetery Director 

Our Parish Is On Venmo! 
 

RU Students and those who use debit 
cards, St. Peter the Apostle University 
and Community Parish is now on 
Venmo! Please consider sacrificing one 
cup of name-brand coffee each week 

and donate the cost to help support our parish and 
campus ministry.  Every sacrifice to the Lord matters 
and is appreciated!  
 

You can find us on the Venmo app by searching for 
either of the following two options, or by scanning the 
QR code with your cell phone camera. The profile pic-
ture will be the front of St. Peter’s Church. 
 
SEARCH FOR:        OR SCAN: 

 
St Peter the Apostle            
University Parish at Rutgers   
 

OR  @MsgrJoseph-Celano 
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Report of the Sunday Offerings  

in Support of Our Parish 

Fiscal Year 2020 

 

The Sunday offering is the principle means by 

which we fund the ordinary operations of our parish and its 

ministries. Thank you for making ministry possible at St. 

Peter the Apostle University and Community Church.  

Please consider using WePay or another form of 

automated giving as your preferred means of contributing to 

the support of the parish. You can sign up for online giving 

by clicking on the “Giving” photo-button on the home page 

of our Parish website: www.StPeterNewBrunswick.org 

When writing or updating your will, please re-

member our parish in your planning. For more information 

on planned giving, please contact the parish office.  

RU Students, please consider giving the cost of 

one name brand cup of coffee, or making some similar sac-

rifice, each week to help support your parish.  
 

Weekly Collection for Feb. 29/March 1, 2020: 

Weekly Budget Need     $5,125 

 

Total Weekly Envelope and Cash Contributions: 

          $4,135 

WeShare/Automated Giving and Other Contributions:   

          $1,819  

 

Total Weekly Offering for Feb. 29/March 1, 2020: 

          $5,954 

 

Surplus/(Deficit)       $829 
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 FROM THE BISHOP’S DESK  

A letter from Bishop James F. Checchio on the Diocese of Metuchen’s pastoral response to clergy abuse and 

the diocese’s continued commitment to healing and hope for the future:  

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

 As you know, it has been a little over a year since our diocese, 

along with the other four dioceses in New Jersey, simultaneously 

made public the names of those clergy who were credibly accused of 

sexual abuse of a minor in the history of our dioceses. Over the past 

year, our local Church, in particular, has had to face our past, con-

front our failures and reconcile with the hurt, the pain and the betray-

al of trust that was sadly allowed to fester in our Church and remain 

hidden in the darkness for far too many years. As your bishop, I am 

deeply sorry for the failures of our past. While the survivors of abuse 

have suffered the most and in so many ways, I also know that this 

has not been an easy time for any of us as Catholics. I recognize that 

we cannot change the past, but we can and will continue to seek heal-

ing, truth and hope for the survivors of abuse and for our Church, so 

that we can live in the light of truth. 

 The times through which we are living in our Church and in our 

world are like no other. However, like the Christians who have gone 

before us who faced scandals, struggles and failures in their own 

time, we should not ignore these problems, deny them or minimize 

them. We are called to be “salt and light.” Our call is to be agents of 

change for the greater honor and glory of God. 

 By God’s grace and in His providence, our Year of Spiritual 

Awakening of Faith that lead up to our Consecration of our Diocese 

to Jesus through Mary, under her title of Our Lady of Guadalupe, 

came at an opportune time for our local Church of Metuchen. Our 

deepest need is a spiritual reordering of all of our efforts at the ser-

vice of a radical call to respond and promote the Gospel in all its 

fullness. Our Lady’s intercession is a tremendous strength for me 

personally and, no doubt, all of our people. Throughout the sadness 

and trials of the past year, I have been regularly reminded of Our 

Lady’s appearance to St. Juan Diego on Tepeyac Hill, when she said, 

“Do not fear any illness or vexation, anxiety or pain. Am I not here 

who am your Mother? Are you not under my shadow and protec-

tion?” 

 For nearly 20 years, our diocese has worked to prevent these 

failings from ever happening again. In 2018, I directed that all our 

diocesan files be reviewed by an independent law firm. Gratefully, 

no new cases of abuse were found. This is the second time that a full 

review has taken place. All allegations, most of which were reported 

to have happened between the 1960s and 1980s, were found to have 

been already disclosed to both our county prosecutors and the office 

of the NJ Attorney General. We continue to work and cooperate with 

county prosecutors and local law enforcement, reporting every accu-

sation of past abuse immediately – no matter how old – as soon as it 

is brought to our attention, so that no abuse can remain hidden in the 

darkness. 

 The Diocese of Metuchen remains in full compliance with the 

Dallas Charter – the Charter for the Protection of Children and 

Young People signed by the U.S. Bishops in 2002 – according to the 

most recent on-site audit conducted in 2018. Our diocese requires 

background checks for all clergy, employees and volunteers, and also 

safe environment training for all who work or volunteer with chil-

dren; strongly enforces a zero-tolerance policy; and relies on a re-

view board, which consists of nine members: three medical profes-

sionals, two members of the clergy, one former prosecutor, two for-

mer judges and one survivor of clerical sexual abuse.  

 In our diocese, we have a team of professionals, among them is 

former county prosecutor Anthony P. Kearns III, Esq., whom we 

hired as our chancellor to oversee our handling of cases of abuse and 

our diocesan archives, amongst many other matters in the life of our 

local Church. I want to reiterate that I encourage anyone who has 

been harmed in any way, by any clergy in the Church, to notify law 

enforcement by calling 1-877 NJ ABUSE and to also reach out to 

our Director of Child and Youth Protection at (908) 930-4558. 

 Our Church leadership failed in the past – in protecting children, 

in bringing these acts of abuse to light, and for some clergy, in keep-

ing their promises of celibate chastity and obedience to Christ and 

His Church – but we must strive to not ever grow complacent and to 

continually respond to God’s light and truth. May these failures nev-

er be repeated. These past failings do not define our Church and I am 

confident that God is calling each of us to renewal, both individually 

and communally as a Church. 

 We do not know what the days ahead may hold, but we cannot 

fear them. So, we must step forward in faith, knowing that through 

our every distress and affliction, God is with us – He never abandons 

us. I am reassured and blessed that I do not walk this journey alone, 

but we walk together, working for a brighter tomorrow filled with 

healing and justice, so we may live in the light of the Gospel and 

continue Christ’s mission here in our local Church. Our Lord has 

chosen to depend upon us, His faithful disciples of the Church of 

Metuchen, to proclaim His mercy, love, truth and justice in these 

days. 

 So, I ask you to pray for all survivors of abuse and, in your kind-

ness, please pray for me too. Know of my continued love and prayers 

for you. 

 

With renewed best wishes, I remain 

 

Yours in Christ, 

 

 

 

 

The Most Reverend James F. Checchio, JCD, MBA 

Bishop of Metuchen 

How to Report Sexual Abuse 
 

If you were sexually abused by a member of the clergy or any-

one representing the Catholic Church, or you know of someone 

who was, you are encouraged  to report that abuse to local law 

enforcement, the New Jersey Division of Child Protection and 

Permanency at 1-877-NJ ABUSE (652-2873) or 1-800-835-

5510 (TTY/TDD for the deaf), and also the Diocesan Re-

sponse Officer at (908) 930-4558 (24 hours/7 days a 

week). For more information on how to report abuse, visit our 

diocesan website: diometuchen.org/healing. 
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FROM THE PARISH 

 STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
 

Join us again this Friday, March 13, for St. Peter’s weekly Sta-

tions of the Cross service. The service takes place every Friday 

during Lent, beginning at 7:00 p.m. in St. Peter’s Church.  

 

Please join us this week and each following Friday until Easter 

to more fully enter into the Lenten season. 
 

_______________ 

 

The Sunday Café presents:  
 

FATHERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

We’ve all heard their names; Ignatius of Antioch, Jerome, Au-

gustine of Hippo, John Chrysostom, John Damascene, Gregory 

Nazianzus… These are but a few of the giants of the patristic 

age, a period in Church history that spans the six centuries 

following the age of Apostles. Come, get to know the men who 

shepherded the Church through the imperial persecutions, 

theological controversies and seismic social and political 

change and became the architects of our Catholic faith built on 

the Rock of Jesus Christ. 

 

This course will meet for 6 sessions, beginning on Sunday, 

March 15 at 9:15 a.m. (following the 8:00 a.m. Mass) in the 

parish hall. Fr. Jason Pavich will be the presenter. Additional 

dates after Easter are TBD. All are welcome. 

 

For book ordering info and any other questions, please contact 

Colleen Donahue at 732-545-6663 ext. 12 or email col-

leen@stpeternewbrunswick.org.  

 
 

_______________ 

 

FORTY HOURS DEVOTION 
 

St. John Paul II reminds us that “time spent with Christ is never 

time wasted.” The Forty Hours devotion is forty hours of contin-

uous adoration of the Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. It invites 

us to “come apart and rest awhile” (Mk. 6:31) in the gentle love 

of Jesus, to lay our burdens at His feet and be reawakened to 

the identity and mission given to us as a member of His Body, 

the Church.  

 

The Forty Hours will begin at the end of the 6:00 p.m. Mass on 

Sunday, March 22. Solemn Vespers will be prayed in the 

Church on Monday, March 23 and Tuesday, March 24 at 7:30 

p.m., when the Forty Hours will be concluded. During this time, 

the Church will remain open throughout the day and night. You 

can sign-up to keep vigil for an hour in the vestibule of the 

church, beginning this weekend, or come visit the Lord in the 

Eucharist at any time during this forty hour period. 

In your charity, please pray for… 

 
Kevin Hoagland, Thomas Spataro, Connor Montferrat, Theresa 

Birdsey, Ginnie Previte, Jonathan Swedel, John William Criscuoli, 

Danielle Reiser, Esther Wambui, Norman Corbett, Florence Gowin, 

Margaret Cleary, Teresa Yannazzone, Bill Spataro, Nicholas Rossi, 

Chris Joyce, Gary Vavila, Patricia & Sylvanus Ashamole, Louis 

Svelec, Joseph D’Imperio III, the sick members of the Akushie and 

Nwachukwu Families, Doris Tarquinio, Peg Byrne, Rick Scuderi, 

Linda Ryan, Rita Pietrobono, Nicole Mancini, Angelo Mancini, Becky 

Yurga, Rebecca Miller, Orlando Gines, Yvonne Finaldi, Sheila 

Lavery, Tanya Davis, Sgt. John McLaughlin, Patricia Deri, Alessia 

DePasquale, Brian Donoghue, Christine Fellin, Jose Lopez, Joseph 

Gerity, Mary Cignarella,  Lorraine Fellin, Russell C. Hall, Russell J. 

Hall, Angelo Rossi, Mary Ann Hrapsky, William Kish, Maria Kratzar, 

Theresita DeGuzman, Bette Smith, Mary Spicer, Tom and Kathleen 

Monchek, Anna Graziosi, Shirley Murphy, Joey Mahoney, Evelyn 

Echevarria, Patricia Krakowski, Carmella LaVera, Joseph Gutsick, 

Marlene Salimbene, Barbara Wittreich, Frederick DeLong, Anne 

Gutsick-Smith,  W.J.R., Ag Yashinski, Marian Egan, Marge Alfrey, 

Boris Rukshin  

 

All the sick, those who are homebound, the  

hospitalized, and all who serve in the military. 

Mass Intentions  
 

 

Monday, March 9—St. Frances of Rome, Religious 
  7:30 a.m. Paul Tamkutonis 

12:15 p.m. James Hughes, Jr. 
  

Tuesday, March 10 

  7:30 a.m. Marie Deegan 

12:15 p.m. Joseph Schlicker 
 

Wednesday, March 11 
  7:30 a.m. Stephen Hrapsky 

12:15 p.m. Intentions of Bill & Joyce Burket 
  

Thursday, March 12 
  7:30 a.m. Intentions of Andrea Tamkutonis 

12:15 p.m. Thomas O’Brien 
 

Friday, March 13—Abstain Today 
  7:30 a.m. James Hughes, Sr.  

  7:00 p.m.  Stations of the Cross 
  

Saturday, March 14 

  9:00 a.m.  Angelica Garlatti 

  5:00 p.m.  Angelica Garlatti 
 

Sunday, March 15—Third Sunday of Lent 

  8:00 a.m.  Anthony D’Anisi 

11:00 a.m. Howard Crouch 

  6:00 p.m.  For the parishioners of St. Peter’s Church 

 

 

mailto:colleen@stpeternewbrunswick.org
mailto:colleen@stpeternewbrunswick.org


 FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK  

A reflection from our pastor Msgr. Joseph Celano from the first 

Sunday in Lent and a message regarding the Lincoln School 

Annex:  
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 The Gospel for the First Sunday of Lent is always the 

same: the temptations of Christ. Mark’s account is the shortest 

and perhaps the least fulfilling. He simply states that Jesus 

went into the desert for forty days and was tempted by the 

devil. Matthew, however, gives us more insight into the nature 

of those temptations. Luke who tells us that these temptations 

were continuous throughout Christ’s life. In fact, Luke ends 

the temptation narrative with these words “…and the devil 

departed from Him awaiting a more opportune time” (v. 13). 

 Matthew, whose Gospel we hear this weekend (4:1-11), 

describes them as an full-frontal assault to entice Jesus to 

compromise Himself and His mission. Each of the temptations 

attack Christ’s identity as the Messiah and what the nature of 

His Kingdom will be. The evil one suggests that Jesus deviate 

from the Father’s will; that He choose another road other than 

the road that leads to the cross.  

 Now, let’s take this a step further. The temptations of 

Christ to compromise are also the temptations of the Church 

and of every Christian. If the temptations are an attempt to 

turn Christ aside from His mission, and an attack against the 

very nature of His Kingdom, then they also attack the nature 

of discipleship.  

 “At the heart of all temptations, as we see here, is the act 

of pushing God aside because we perceive him as secondary; 

if not actually superfluous and irrelevant, in comparison with 

all the apparently more urgent matters that fill our lives… 

(Temptation) does not invite us directly to do evil –no, that 

would be far too blatant. Rather, it pretends to show us an 

easier and better way…” (Benedict XVI) 

 In the end, however, the temptation is the same: to choose 

another road, an easier and more appealing road, other than 

the road that leads to the cross.  

 Christ, however, emerges victorious from the desert and 

immediately begins the proclamation of the Gospel, including 

the conditions for following Him.  

 “Repent and believe in the Gospel! … If anyone would 

follow me, let Him deny himself, take up the cross, and follow 

me. … Whatsoever you did to the least of my brethren you did 

to me.” 

 Repentance – making those “real life” changes that con-

form us more completely to Christ and His teaching - walk 

hand in hand with faith in the Son of God. The way of disci-

pleship means patterning our lives on Christ’s self-giving, 

taking on the humble role of the servant, and forgetting about 

what’s in it for us. If we think we can have it any other way, 

then we’re deluding ourselves. Worse yet, if we think we can 

have a relationship with Christ on our own terms, not His, 

then we’re back at that tree in Eden. We have placed our-

selves, not God, at the center of all things.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lent is about conversion, a deeper turning toward God and 

neighbor. If our prayers, sacrifices, and other disciplines dur-

ing Lent are not bringing turning us more to the love of God 

and neighbor, then, frankly, we’re doing Lent all wrong.  

 

______________ 

 

Friends, below you will find a statement issued by the Dio-

cese of Metuchen regarding the Lincoln Annex School: 

 

 The Diocese of Metuchen and the Catholic pastors of the 

parish communities that serve the City of New Brunswick 

have heard the concerns voiced by coalition members on be-

half of the Lincoln Annex School community and have re-

sponded to the letters we received.  

 For decades, the diocese and parishes in the City of New 

Brunswick have maintained a special connection to the immi-

grant community and have worked closely with them to en-

sure equity in all aspects of life, including education. Togeth-

er, we will continue to support the human rights and dignity of 

all people, including the care for and the welcoming of our 

immigrant brothers and sisters. The Catholic pastors of New 

Brunswick, who have great love for the people whom they 

serve day in and day out, are committed to listening to and 

accompanying the people they serve.  

 We have heard, indirectly, of the New Brunswick Board 

of Education’s plans and have contacted the City of New 

Brunswick, and while we have not yet received any formal 

proposal or inquiries from them, we expect that we will have 

an opportunity to listen to them and learn more about their 

plans. We have read in local news reports they are proposing 

that students be relocated to a campus that, in the past, has 

served as a school facility, while a new state-of-the-art school 

building is constructed. 

 We have deep respect for all people involved – immigrant 

families, the Board of Education, the school community, our 

pastors, the coalition, and Mayor Cahill – and are open to be-

ginning the dialogue. Together with St. Peter the Apostle Uni-

versity and Community Parish, which also serves the Catholic 

students of Rutgers University, we remain committed to the 

careful study of any proposals that come to us. 



 

Don’t miss another 
Update from our parish! 

 

We have a tremendous commu-

nity here at St. Peter’s and we 

want to make sure it’s as easy 

as possible for every one of you 

to be involved and connected to 

it all.  

 

Text SPNB to 84576 and join our parish Flocknote Community! 

Once you send that in, Flocknote will text you back a confirma-

tion message AND another message with a link you’ll need to 

click to complete the process.  

Page 6                             Second Sunday in Lent             March 8, 2020 

  PETROS YOUNG ADULTS 

 Please join us for our monthly Foundation Night!  

Foundation Night 
 

Tuesday, March 10 at 7:30 p.m. 

@ The Catholic Center at Rutgers 

 

All young adults are welcome to join the Petros Commu-

nity as we continue in our Foundation Night series: REAL 

LIFE. This week’s night is titled “What’s in Your Pantry?” 

Please join us and bring a friend!  

 

Don’t forget to like our Facebook page to stay up to date 

with our latest events and monthly gatherings: 
 

Facebook.com/PetrosNJ 

 Prayer Partner Request 

Sixteen of our middle-school aged brothers and sisters in the 

Whole Family Catechesis program will receive the Sacrament 

of Confirmation this spring through Bishop James F. Checchio. 

 

We are asking our parishioners to pray for  

these young people and for their families.  

 

If you would like to join this work of intercessory prayer, please 

call the Parish Office (732) 545-6820 and request the name of 

a student. Please pray for this young person every day for the 

grace he or she needs! 

  FROM THE DIOCESE 

 

2020 Bishop’s Annual Appeal 

Stepping Forward in Faith: Grace in Action 
 

Please watch your mailbox for a letter from Bishop Checchio com-

ing to you this week announcing the 2020 Bishop’s Annual Ap-

peal. The campaign will again be conducted during Lent and our 

parish can earn a rebate of 50% of the amount collected over 

goal. 

 

Through your support of the Bishop’s Annual Appeal you help 

those in our diocese whose needs are the greatest—the poor, the 

homeless, and those struggling with illness or grief. Among other 

needed pastoral ministries, your gift also supports the formation 

of seminarians and enhances the work of campus ministry 

through the Catholic Center at Rutgers University. The many pas-

toral, educational and charitable ministries of the Diocese of 

Metuchen would not be possible without a generous contribution 

from every household.  Please be as generous as your means 

allow. 
 

_________ 
 

 

DIOCESE EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

 
Eucharistic Adoration is now being held in the chapel at the St. 

John Neumann Pastoral Center, 146 Meltars Lane, Piscataway. 

Adorers and intercessors are needed Monday through Friday, 9 to 

11:45 a.m. Daily Mass is held at 11:45 a.m.  

 

For information or to become an adorer, call Laura Riccardi, 

(609) 578-0841. 

 

The "SUNDAY ONLY" Choir 
 

Have you considered joining the 11am Mass Choir, only to think 

that the Thursday evening rehearsal is just one thing too many on 

your busy schedule?  Well then this message is for you. 
 

For the months of February and March, the 11am Mass Choir will 

rehearse only before Mass - 10:30am on a Sunday, reviewing 

music for Mass that same day.  This means that for the next two 

months you can come and sing as you are able. Sing for just one 

Sunday, every Sunday, or whenever you can make it.  If you can 

be in the choir loft at 10:30am on a given Sunday, you can sing 

with the choir for that Mass!  There's never been a better time to 

give it a try. 
 

See you in the loft! 

 

For more information, contact our director  

of Sacred Music, Anthony Nardino at  
 

Anthony@stpeternewbrunswick.org  
 

or just come up to the choir loft any Sunday. 

mailto:Anthony@stpeternewbrunswick.org

