
St. Benedict the Moor 

Pastoral Council 

 

Monday, February 14, 2022  

Agenda 

Call to Order & Welcome      Ms. Shelia Parker 

Opening Prayer        Rev. Michal Sajnog 

Minutes – December 2021      Ms. Kimberly McKinley  

A motion was made to accept the minutes as submitted by Michelle and 2nd by Fr. Michal.  

Pastor’s Report       Rev. Michal Sajnog  

 The Annual Appeal is starting this week. Last year Zekarias was our parish 

representative. Michelle will be our representative this year. Envelops will be placed in the 

pews for parishioners. Fr. Michal would like to post the Annual Appeal on the website but 

there is a problem with our website, we do not have the sign into the domain to update the 

website. Fr. Michal is working it out. Kimberly will post a message regarding the Annual 

Appeal on Facebook. 

 

Update on the roof- The Archdiocese contacted the company who did the work on the roof and 

they came back out for an inspection. There was a massive leak that caused the drop ceiling to 

collapse. The water pools on the roof and it should not do that. The water got into the seams 

and pulled the roof apart. The good news is that it is not a plumbing problem which would not 

have been covered by the contract. They will now fix it and raise the roof so that the water will 

not pool in the center. This should solve the problem. The ceiling inside needs to be fixed as 

well but we will do that after the roof is repaired.  

 

The bathroom in Fr. Abayneh’s room has leaked again. It has been fixed. We do not have 

proper drainage anymore. We need to replace all the pipes which are completely clogged.  

The parish hall has huge electric bills. After an inspection, the AC units are running full force 

nonstop. The return fan is running continuously because the thermostat was wired incorrectly. 

It has been fixed. The electric company has been estimating instead of reading the meters. We 

have called them to come out and read the meters. We are part of the parish cooperative to help 

each other with the bills.  

 

Fr. Abayneh’s room has no heat. Fr. Michal thought maybe his heat came from the church 

because he cuts down the heat during the week. We discovered that the there was a thermostat 

in his room it  just needed batteries.  

A company reached out to us to give us free solar panels for free, even if they have to 

restructure the roof. This would keep us from paying an electric bill. The Archdiocese 

suggested we hire a company to investigate to help decide how to proceed.  

Fr. Michal has started to work on the IT and the phone systems for the church. He is planning 

to turn everything over to the Voice Over Internet. He is looking into ending the phone plan 



system. Father is working on bringing it over to the Imperial Room as well. He will also, 

reactivate the cameras, put thermostats online and the lights.   

 

Todd comes on Tuesdays and Thursdays to clean during the day. While he is out sick he has 

his cleaning crew coming. 

We held a liturgy meeting last week and we are almost ready for Lent. 

Overall, things are progressing forward.   

Met with a gentleman who runs campaigns for Catholic parishes. Father would like for us to 

fix the sanctuary up and make people feel welcome. He would help us with fundraisers, help to 

create community bonding, and an opportunity for evangelization. He would also like to have a 

daily Mass and Adoration.  We haven’t received a financial report in a few years. Fr. Michal 

will reach out to Dominique to make sure we receive it. 

 

Synod – Kimberly is our representative for the Synod and will meet with Fr. Michal to plan for 

our Synodal Listening session(s). 

 

75th Anniversary       Mrs. Cheryl Hamlin-Williams 

Our next event is Tuesday, March 1st - Pancake Supper.  

Mrs. Ratley’s daughter reached out to Cheryl and shared with her memorabilia and history 

books of the church. We will be sharing much of this at the closing event.  

April 2nd - Day of reflection 

April 15th - Fish Fry 

May 2nd - Paint and Sip 

June 26th - Mass and Dinner (closing activity) 

We are still accepting donations; Fr. Michal has asked that we make an announcement each 

week to invite everyone to participate. The question was asked are we asking for a suggested 

donation. No specific amount is being asked.  

 

Church Calendar       All 
    

Committee/Ministry Reports – Short Introduction      

1. Liturgy        Ms. Sherlene Duckett 

The liturgy committee met last Monday. The schedule has been put together from Ash 

Wednesday to Easter. It has been sent to all the members of the committee and Joan so 

that it can be put in the bulletin. Fr. Michal would like to have an altar service training. 

The mask mandate ends March 1st. Fr. Fred will partner with Fr. Michal for the Lenten 

Season. 

2. Website / Community Sunday    Mrs. Michelle Lee-Mitchiner 

We have an issue with the Domain name, but Fr. Michal is working on it and will update 

the website. We need to take some nice pictures with all the groups with Fr. Michal for 

the website.  

The Gospel Choir/St. Vincent de Paul will host Community Sunday in March and the 

Sodality will host in April. 

 

 

 



3. Faith Formation      Ms. Kimberly O’Neal-McKinley 

The children will be doing a presentation on the 4th Sunday for Black History in the 

Catholic Church. Also, Fr. Michal stays after Mass on the 4th Sunday to her the 

children’s confession.  

 

4. Maintenance       Ms. Martha Barksdale 

The gutter had fallen as you walk in the vestibule. Father will have Todd look into it. A 

request was made to have the kitchen floor mopped before March 1st. The lobby door is 

slamming, and it doesn’t always unlock with the key. Please make sure the lights are 

turned off and the heat is turned down before we leave. 

 

5. Ministers of Hospitality     Ms. Mary Mays 

No report- Mary is recovering from treatments this week.  

 

6. Art and Environment Ministry/Choir   Ms. Yvonne Neal 

This Palm Sunday we will not have a musician. We may not have music for the Easter 

Vigil either.  Holy Thursday is also up in the air. Would like to ask for reconsideration of 

allowing George play on the 2nd and 4th Sunday to play and leave after the meditation. 

 

We have placed the order for the palm, Easter lilies and flowers for Easter. Looking for 

suggestions for the bare white wall. She will order banners in the meantime for all the 

seasons. 

 

7. Health Ministry      Mrs. Cheryl Hamlin-Williams 

We have started a partnership with Sibley hospital and our first event is February 24th.  A 

Normal Aging in the Brain will be our first presentation. It will be announced at Mass 

and in the bulletin. More topics will be coming. The events will be virtual.  

 

8. Holy Name       Mr. Bill Reed 

The Holy Name Society will now be represented by Bill Reed. Their membership is low. 

He has asked what their part in the fish fry will be. It has been presented to the 75th 

Anniversary committee that the Holy Names Men wanted to do the Fish Fry and needed 

help with the fish fry. And what they need is sides. The discussion was we wanted it to 

be a St. Benedict the Moor fundraiser and we would not partner with the Knights of 

Columbus. Because their numbers are low, they needed help and that is how they got 

started with Holy Comforter/Knights of Columbus. In the past that has been one of their 

fundraisers. They would do it with them and split the profits. It is only 3 members 

capable of helping. Take into consideration that Holy Comforter community helped 

bring people in and spread the word in the community. Now we haven’t had anything in 

3 years because of the pandemic. We need to reconsider this event. It was suggested that 

we reach out to Holy Comforter/St. Cyprian and see if they will work with us. If they 



just do this one fundraiser, they will still need to have to do another one at another time. 

This will be a St. Benedict the Moor church fundraiser and we will share the profit with 

the Holy Name Society. The women will help with the fish fry.  

9. Ladies of Charity      Mrs. Cynthia McFarlane 

The coat closet is fun and is going well. We need some summer clothes and a variety of 

sizes. We are planning to paint the room soon. We received a large donation from Sandra 

Rattley of Mrs. Rattley’s clothes. Someone also donated a clothes rack. We received 

coats and were planning to give to one of our partners in Pennsylvania. However, when 

we were getting ready to give the coats to them they let us know they didn’t need them. 

So we have coats that need to be donated to an organization. If you know of one please 

let us know. As you leave this evening, please take a moment to look at the closet. This 

past month we donated face shields to the Faith Formation children.  

 

10. Sodality       Ms. Shelia Parker 

In March the Sodality has their day of reflection so Shelia will meet with Fr. Michal 

about that. We have a gift for Fr. Michal in the way of vestments for the church. Our 

ladies were there for the two funerals of  Pat Bailey and Lois to pray  the rosary before 

their service. Ms. Alma, our lead for Apostolic Action is checking on all our ladies who 

are not coming to Mass.  

 

11. St. Vincent de Paul Society     Ms. Sherlene Duckett 

We continue to provide16 Share bags to families in the church and the community. We 

have not had to pay any bills for any families. We will pay up to $300 for a utility bill or 

rent for a family in need. Fr. Michal has a parishioner who is in need of assistance.  

 

12. Kidane Mehret (Geez Rite)     Mr. Zekarias Tekle 

We are preparing for our annual Mass for Our Lady of Perpetual Help this Saturday at 10 

am.  

 
13. Golden Age       Valoria Baylor 

Nothing new to report. The seniors are still staying home.  

 

New Business         All    

It was suggested that we have a historical committee. We will put it out that we are 

looking for someone to lead this committee. We need to find a place to store it. We will 

find a place after we complete updates to the parish.  Cheryl will continue to care for the 

items for the time being.  

 

Fr. Michal works with a group of youth at Holy Name. He would like to begin to meet 

with them here at St. Benedict the Moor. They meet around 4:30 on the first of the 

month. They have prayer, share and have dinner together. They are from all over the 

area.  

 



Announcements/Appreciations      All 
 

Closing Prayer     Rev. Michal Sajnog   

                   

Adjournment 

 

Thank You for All You Do and Your Commitment to SBM Parish 

Stay Blessed and Have a Safe  

Pope Francis:  “We all possess God-given talents. No one can claim to be so poor that they have nothing to offer 

others.  We ask for the grace to make our faith more and more operative through acts of charity.  May the Virgin 

Mary always be our refuge, our consolation, and the way that leads to Christ.” 

NOTES: 

 

Attendance: Fr. Michal Sajnog, Michelle Lee-Mitchiner, Sherlene Duckett, Cynthia 

MacFarlane, Shelia Parker, Bill Reed, Martha Barksdale, Yvonne Neal, Cheryl  

Hamlin-Williams, Zekarias Tekle, Valoria Baylor,  Kimberly O’Neal McKinley 

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             



             

             

        

             

              

              

              


