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Sacred Heart 
 

 
1111 St. Joseph Parkway  —  Houston, TX 77002 

     Masses   &   Confessions 

Weekdays  

     7:00 AM Tues, Wed, Thurs 6:30-6:50am 

     12:10 PM Mon-Fri 11:30am-Noon 
 

Saturday  
     5:00 PM English 3:30-4:45pm 

 

Sunday   
     7:00 AM English 

     9:00 AM Vietnamese 8:15-8:45am 

     11:00 AM English 10:15-10:45am 

     1:00 PM  Spanish 12:15-12:45pm  

     5:30 PM  English 4:30-5:15pm 
 

Church Hours 
Mon 9am-2pm,  Tues 6:30am-2pm, Wed & Thurs 

6:30am-6pm, Fri 9am-6pm.  
Sat. Noon-6pm, Sun 6:30am-7pm 

Deacon John Carrara 
Deacon Joe Millhouse  
Deacon Lynn Carney 

Deacon Gilberto Vela 
Deacon Jose Galvan  
Rev. Mr. Thomas Swierc 



RECTOR’S  LETTER 
December 4, 2022 
“Blessings” During Communion 

 

Dear Friends in Christ: 

     Anh chị em thân mến trong Chúa Kitô: 
                    Estimados Amigos y Amigas en Cristo: 

 

Over time, when the practice of coming forward for 
Communion row by row replaced the usage of the rail 
more and more, it created a problem of sorts.  Whereas 
in the past, only those receiving Communion would 
come forward, now the line includes many who are 
not receiving, either due to not being properly dis-
posed or due to not being Catholic or fully initiated 
(including small children).  The practice then infor-
mally began in many places of “giving blessings” to 
those who have their arms crossed. 
 
Simply put, Holy Communion is not the time for 
blessings from clergy.  In fact, the Church does not 
make allowance for blessings when the Eucharist is 
present/exposed because it makes no sense—all inter-
mediary blessings from clergy pale in comparison to 
the blessing of the Real Presence.   
 
As a priest, when someone approaches me with arms 
crossed, I will verbally offer a simple “May the Lord 
bless and keep you always” out of simple pastoral 
kindness, especially for the non-Catholic or small 
child who comes forward already a bit confused or 
uncomfortable, but please do not ask for blessings for 
your children or others at this time.  The clergy’s 
hands are reserved for the careful handling of the sa-
cred Host during this moment.  This is the time for 
sacred Communion with the Lord Jesus, ideally sacra-
mentally through reception of Holy Communion, or at 
least in a lesser way through the longing of Spiritual 
Communion.  The time for general blessing comes at 
the end of Mass with special blessings available at 
other times.  There is a proper time and place for all 
things, including blessings, but let us make sure our 
focus is properly on the Lord Jesus. 

O Sacred Heart of Jesus, we place all our trust in 

You.  Amen. 

Yours in Christ, 

 

Very Reverend Jeffrey L. Bame 
Rector & Pastor 

www.sacredhearthouston.org 



Financial Stewardship: Thank you 

for supporting the Co-Cathedral of the 

Sacred Heart. In addition to our Parish 

Offertory Box and Poor Box found in the 

back of the church, you can donate via 

Faith Direct, PayPal, or mail. Visit GIVE 

on our website for more details. 

2022-23 YTD:                
Collected   $541,884    
Budgeted:  $640,000             
     ($162,116)  

11/27/22 Offertory:                
Collected: $31,522  
Budgeted: $32,000                               
                   ($478)

2022 DSF Gifts: 
Paid:    $ 109,542 

 Goal:    $141,750                          
77%  /  ($32,208) 

 DSF Stewardship: 
      Donors:          257 
      Families:        646 

   40% Participating 

RECTOR’S  CORNER 
Welcome to the Co-Cathedral of the Sacred Heart—

a parish of the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston 

located in the heart of downtown Houston. In addition 

to being a cathedral and a hub for Archdiocesan activity, we 

are a parish serving the people of downtown Houston, mid-

town, and visitors and travelers from all over. Wherever you 

are from, welcome!  

To register as part of our parish family and to receive our 

communications to learn more, visit the Rector’s Corner online 

or call our parish office during the week at 713-659-1561. 

All clergy, employees, and volunteers are required to be compliant with CMG 
Connect. To report suspected abuse of a minor by a member of the clergy, an 
employee, or volunteer of the Archdiocese immediately contact Child Protec-
tive Services (CPS) at 1-800-252-5400 and the local police department. For 
confidential victims assistance call 713-654-5799 or e-mail vac@archgh.org. 

*Pending a gift from a non-parishioner. 
 

Mass Intentions 

Saturday,  December 3 
5:00pm     For the People of the Parish 
 

Sunday,  December 4 
7:00am For the Intentions of Benjamin 
 Garrett Johnson 
9:00am For the Viet. Men of Sacred Heart 
11:00am Dwight Douthig † 
1:00pm Arturo Montemayor † 
5:30pm Bernadine † & F.R. Pizzitola † 
 

Monday,  December 5 
12:10pm For the Intentions of Benjamin 
 Garrett Johnson 
 

Tuesday,  December 6 
7:00am Perpetua Dias † 
12:10pm Larry Warneke † 
 

Wednesday,  December 7 
7:00am Leslie Scattone 
12:10pm  Mrs. Jeanette M. Ciesielski † 

Thursday, December 8 
7:00am Terry Parrett 
12:10pm Rita Patterson 
  

Friday, December 9 
12:10pm Daisy & Robert Thomas 
 

 

For the recently deceased:                                

Cirila Nieva †,  Al LeBlanc †,  Jo Ann 
Chason †, Emma Walker †, Margarita G. de 
Ochoa †, Emerita Bermingham †, and Mike 
Porter †. 

www.sacredhearthouston.org 



WORSHIP  AID 
 

Prelude    
 

11 AM: Nun Komm der Heiden Heiland (Savior of the Nations, Come) Johann Walther (1684-1748) 
 

Introit 
Populus Sion (mode VII) Gregorian Chant 
 

People of Zion behold, the Lord is coming to save all nations; and the Lord shall cause you to hear his majestic 
voice for the joy of your heart.  
 

V. O Shepherd of Israel hear us, you who lead Joseph like a flock! 
 

Processional  
#490 On Jordan’s Bank WINCHESTER NEW 
 

Kyrie eleison (Mass XVIII) Gregorian Chant  
 

 
 

Readings: #973 
 

Responsorial: Psalm 122 Owen Alstott 
 

 
 

Offertory 
#878 When Jesus Came to Jordan DE EERSTEN ZIJN DE LAATSTEN 
 

11 AM: E’en So, Lord Jesus, Quickly Come  Paul O. Manz (1919-2009) 
 

Peace be to you and grace from him who freed us from our sins 
Who loved us all and shed his blood that we might saved be. 
Sing Holy, Holy to our Lord the Lord, Almighty God 
Who was, and is, and is to come, sing Holy, Holy Lord. 
Rejoice in heaven, all ye that dwell within, rejoice on earth, ye saints below, 
For Christ is coming soon. 
E'en so Lord Jesus, quickly come and night shall be no more 
They need no light nor lamp nor sun for Christ will be their All! 
 

Revelation 22, adapted by Paul Manz 
 

Sanctus (Mass XVIII) Gregorian Chant 
 

 
 

www.sacredhearthouston.org 



WORSHIP  AID 
 

 
 

Memorial Acclamation (ICEL) Gregorian Chant  
 

 
 

Agnus Dei (Mass XVIII) Gregorian Chant  
 

 
 

Holy Communion 
#488 Comfort, Comfort O My People GENEVA 
  

Jerúsalem surge (mode II) Gregorian Chant 
 

Arise, O Jerusalem, and stand on high; and behold the joy that shall come to you from your God. 
 

11 AM: Comfort, Comfort, Ye My People  David Ashley White (b. 1944) 
 

Comfort, comfort ye my people, speak ye peace, thus saith our God; 
comfort those who sit in darkness mourning 'neath their sorrows' load. 
Speak ye to Jerusalem of the peace that waits for them; 
tell her that her sins I cover, and her warfare now is over. 
 

Hark, the voice of one that crieth in the desert far and near, 
calling us to new repentance since the kingdom now is here. 
O that warning cry obey! Now prepare for God a way; 
let the valleys rise to meet him and the hills bow down to greet him. 
 

Make ye straight what long was crooked, make the rougher places plain; 
let your hearts be true and humble, as befits his holy reign. 
For the glory of the Lord now o'er earth is shed abroad; 
and all flesh shall see the token that the word is never broken. 
 

Isaiah 40:1-5; vers. Johann G. Olearious, 1671, tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1863, alt. 
 

Recessional 
#480 Savior of the Nations Come NUN KOMM DER HEIDEN HEILAND 
 

Postlude  
11 AM: Nun Komm der Heiden Heiland (Savior of the Nations, Come) Johann Pachelbel (1653-1706) 
 
 
 

www.sacredhearthouston.org 



PARISH LIFE 

Pope Francis’s 

Prayer Intention for 

the month of 

December: Volunteer 

Not-for-Profit 

Organizations: We pray that 

volunteer non-profit organizations 

committed to human development find 

people dedicated to the common good and 

ceaselessly seek out new paths to international 

cooperation. 

Safe Environment: We are reminded of the call 

to be instruments of justice, working for the common 

good of all, which includes the protection of 

children—a responsibility that belongs to everyone 

as a matter of charity and justice. All parishioners, 

are asked to the Safe Environment Course (CMG 

Connect). This course certification is entirely free, 

online, easy to complete, and valid for five years. 

Visit GIVE on our website for more details.  

Share Your Bless-

ings: Once again our 

parish is partnering with 

Catholic Charities to pro-

vide Christmas gifts for fam-

ilies in need. Stop by the trees 

in the Narthex to pick out an or-

nament and bring back an un-

wrapped gift for the person on the back on 

the ornament. Gifts are due back next Sunday.  

Easy ways to give: Link your Amazon account to 

our parish and always use Smile.Amazon.com for 

your Amazon purchases and our parish will receive a 

portion of the sale. You can also link your Kroger and 

Randalls membership cards to the Co-Cathedral, and 

a portion of your purchase is donated back to the par-

ish. Find more information on ways to give by visit-

ing  sacredhearthouston.org/give. 

 

 

Congratulations to our six Confirmation Candi-

dates who received the Sacrament of  Confirmation 

last week. If your teen has completed one year of 

high school faith formation and are actively attend-

ing faith formation this year, they may be eligible 

for Confirmation next year. Confirmation Prep is 

open to students in public, private, or homeschool. 

For more info visit www.sacredhearthouston.org/

youthconfirmation. 

Candlelight Adoration: On December 13th at  

7pm come adore our Eucharistic Lord in an intimate 

setting as the sanctuary will be flooded in only 

natural candlelight. We will also be 

having a special song and celebra-

tion to celebrate St. Lucy’s feast 

day. Volunteers are needed, 

sign up on the Rector’s Cor-

ner section of our website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Daily Spiritual Reflections: Join us on Tabella 

and join the Daily Reflections & Homily small group 

to hear Father Jeff’s Daily Reflections and Homilies. 

Tabella.app  

Fertility Care: Want to know more about your 

fertility and gynecological health? Ready to use a 

system of fertility awareness that is 100% natural and 

can be used to avoid or achieve pregnancy? RSVP 

online for a free introductory session at the Cathedral 

Centre on December 11th from 3– 4:30pm. 

Family Adoration: Join other parish families 

every Tuesday at 9:30am in front of the 

Tabernacle to pray the rosary, read 

about saints, and take a few mo-

ments of silent reflection. All 

ages and abilities are wel-

come. 

 

Visit GROW on our  

website for more details.  

Visit GO on our website for more details.  

www.sacredhearthouston.org 

Visit BELONG on our  

website for more details.  




