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How sad that we spend so much of our 
life on the things of this world that 
“perishes” from what we eat, to what wear, 
to what we use! It seems that each week at 
Holy Rosary another soul goes onto 
eternity, and this week was no exception. 
As I have planned hundreds of funerals 
over the past quarter century, there seems 
to be three things that do not “perish” in the minds and the 
hearts of the people that survive us. The mourners tend to 
remember our SERVICE to others, what we did on the 
SIDE for fun, and of course our SPIRITUAL life. Yet, no 
one wants to have the priest make mention in the sermon at 
our funeral service and/or the celebration of the Sacrifice of 
the Holy Eucharist how much we spent with our STUFF. 

Next to my Bible that I have had since the 9th grade, is a 
couple of self-help books that I continually refer back to as 
a personal reference guide. One of these books was written 
by a woman by the name of Elaine St. James, entitled, 
Simplify Your Life. The book is fiercely practical reminding 
us that we have one short life and we do not need to spend 
it in endless meetings and on endless possessions. 

Reading is one thing, doing is another. So, this week, 
on my day off, I did something that I found quite painful 
and rewarding at the same time. It is also something I did 
late this spring. This past Tuesday, I divested of a car load 
of books. I estimate that I surrendered between 250-300 
books that I moved with back-breaking effort into the 
rectory a year ago. Many of them were still in their boxes 
and I had lived without them, in some cases, almost two 
years. The decision is in response to the author, Elaine St. 
James who writes in chapter one, in the very first paragraph 
of her book on simplicity: “A giant step on the road to 
simplify is to eliminate the odds and ends that clutter up 
your home, your car, your office, and your life…As you 
start your program to reduce the clutter, the guideline  
is easy. If you haven’t used it in a year or more, get rid  
of it.” 

Last spring I surrendered lots of odds and ends for the 
parish auction that could have easily filled up the back of a 
sizable pick-up. Not only did the items go for a worthy 
cause (namely Catholic education), but I believe that I 
made some people very happy. Among the many things I 
donated, I gave away a couple of very nice nativity scenes. 
I recently met the woman who had purchased them at a 
baptism I was performing. She again mentioned how happy 
she was to purchase them at such a reasonable price and 
was looking forward to the holidays to set them out. 

        “Do not work for food that perishes but for the food 

that endures for eternal life, which the Son of Man will 

give you.”                                              

                                                            -St. John 

In last week’s gospel the Lord “physically” multiplied 
the loaves and fish and fed some 5,000 people. After the 
Lord filled their stomach with food, in this week gospel He 
fills “spiritually” their soul with faith and the Good News. I 
think that the spiritual process that the Lord uses is not only 
practical, but truly spiritual. Simply put, the gospel Good 
News is crystal clear; “First take care of the physical order 
and then you can take care of the spiritual order”. 

I am absolutely convinced that if our lives are 
cluttered with so many possessions, the person of Christ is 
not able to get into our life. If our physical house is not in 
order, our spiritual house will not be in order as well. Isn’t 
it interesting that in less than one generation, so many of us 
have so much more than our parents ever had in terms of 
possessions, luxuries, homes, cars, etc. For most of us 
growing up, our parents were devoted to family life and to 
the life of the Church. But it seems that the more that we 
clutter our life with materialism and meetings of every sort 
and kind, there is often little room left for the Messiah. So 
Sunday becomes less of a day of rest and rather a day for 
ourselves to “rev up” and to catch up on all that our “busy 
week” prevented us from getting accomplished. 

In the week ahead may we down-size in the  
“physical” order so that we can “increase-in-size” in the 
“spiritual” order, so that one day we might achieve 
everlasting life! Have a great August! Enjoy these 
remaining weeks of summer!  

 
 
Rev. Paul van de Crommert,  

Pastor 

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 

“God is not afraid of new things. That is why He is 
continually surprising us, opening our hearts, and 
guiding us in unexpected ways.” 

                                -Pope Francis  - October 19, 2014  

SINCERE 
SYMPATHY 

 
To the families of  Marian Fullmer† and Donald Haley† 

                                    -May they rest in peace. 

NEW TO HOLY ROSARY? 

Are you new to Holy Rosary parish? We are 
glad that you are with us!  All you need to do to 
register is to stop or call the parish office during 
office hours. Elaine, our Office Administrator, will be 
happy to help you. The registration takes only a couple 
minutes to fill out. For those of you that are registered and 
know of someone who is looking for a parish family, be an 
evangelizer and tell them how easy it was to join!  
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Adult (103) $ 6,513.00      
Electronic Giving 4,299.25 
Junior 36.46 
Plate 254.30 
Rel. Ed. Desks Donation 300.00 
Equipment Sale 500.00 
 
Total $ 11,903.01 
+ Memorial Monies 1,100.00 
 
Grand Total $ 13,003.01 

*(Our weekly budget is set at $12,900.00) 

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 

STEWARDSHIP 

It is pretty amazing that we have been 
blessed with the stewardship that we have 
been receiving through the summer 
months. Thank you for your generosity. 
After recently closing the parish books for 
the previous fiscal year, we are taking the 
first steps to prepare a financial report 
booklet that will be coming out early this fall with the 
start of the school year and the return of the faithful 
from their summer adventures. 

While I am not attempting to spoil the stewardship 
report, I would like to give you at least a few, brief, 
“GOOD NEWS” highlights. 1.) At this point we are 
estimating that the parish income from general 
stewardship increased over the past year by about 1/7th! 
The loose plate alone for 2013-2014 came to 
$12,734.00, while 2014-2015 came to $19,964.00, or an 
increase in one year’s time of $7,230.00. 2.) It is also a 
point of stewardship curiosity that the Junior Offering 
increased from a year ago by $1,586.00. Last year the 
parish took in $1,234.00 and this year we took in 
$2,820.00. This alone is a 129% increase from the 
previous year! 3.) We have been working hard to 
increase the number of renters to better utilize our  
city-block of school buildings. We are more than 
doubling the number of renters. Last year we took in a 
little more than $17,000.00 for rent income. This year 
(if all goes as planned) we are anticipating our potential 
rent income to be almost $57,000.00 or an increase of 
@$40,000.00. (*A special word of thanks goes out to 
Jim Theuninck and Dan Wingert for their advice and 
leadership in this area.)  

The month of July closed with our income 
noticeably above our expenses. This allows us to 
continue to do the necessary cleaning and capital 
improvements around the school and church buildings. 
Once again, thank you for your gifts.  

FROM THE  

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION DIRECTOR 

I hope you had a chance to read the minutes of the 
Religious Education Committee that were printed in the 
bulletin last week. We had a long agenda and I feel like 
we discussed many worthwhile things! Our next meeting 
is August 12th.   

Thank you to those who have turned in their 
registration forms and surveys. It is helpful to get those 
in early! A gentle reminder to those of you who haven’t 
returned your forms or responded to the surveys. You 
can take the surveys online at our Holy Rosary Parish 
website and registration forms can be dropped in the 
collection basket. Please do so by August 15th. If you 
have any questions, please call the Religious Education 
Office at 345-6765. 

           -Cathy Neve, Director of Religious Education 

LOOKING FOR CATECHISTS! 

The teaching ministry is an important function of the 
church. We would be grateful if you would prayerfully 
consider becoming a catechist. Catechists usually teach 
in teams of two and all lesson plans and materials are 
provided for you. Tuition is waived for your child(ren)!  
Please stop by the Religious Education Office or call 
507-345-6765 to see what opportunities are available. 

NEW DESKS FOR THE FALL 

We are grateful for receiving this 
week an additional gift of $300.00 for 
our new desks that will be used in 
religious instruction. I believe that they 
will be more comfortable for the 
students, more age appropriate and more 
conducive for the religious classroom 
setting. (If you know of anyone who wants any grade 
school desks and chairs, contact Jim Theuninck.) We are 
proceeding to order the needed new desks so that they 
will be here by the start of the school year, but we still 
welcome any support you might want to give for the 
cause. The tuition that we ask of our religious education 
families covers only a fraction of the overall total cost of 
the program. Thank you for your support!  

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 

ST. MARY’S CORN FIESTA 

Sunday, August 9, 2015 

St. Mary’s School Grounds - Madelia, MN 56062 

8:00 Mass with activities starting at 10:30 am 

507-642-3324 

Raffle, Games, Food & Fun for the Whole Family!!! 
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Monday, Aug. 3: Weekday 

 8:05 am – Rosary 
 8:30 am – Mass - Charles & Iola Orcutt† 

Tuesday, Aug. 4: St. John Vianney, Priest 

 7:00 am – Mass at Ss. Peter & Paul 
 8:15 am – Mass at St. John the Baptist  

Wednesday, Aug. 5: Weekday (The Dedication of the 
Basilica of Saint Mary Major)  

 8:05 am – Rosary 
 8:30 am – Mass - Tom Schwarz† 

Thursday, Aug. 6: The Transfiguration of the Lord 
 10:15 am – Mass at Pathstone (Fr. Paul) 
                        - John Gag† 

Friday, Aug. 7: Weekday (St. Sixtus II, Pope, and 
Companions, Martyers; St. Cajetan, Priest)  

 8:05 am – Rosary 
 8:30 am – Mass - Nancy Tyler† 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament following Mass 
    *9:00 am - 3:00 pm – Eucharistic Adoration 
      3:00 pm – Benediction 

Saturday, Aug. 8: St. Dominic, Priest 

 4:30 pm – Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 4:30 pm – Rosary 
 5:00 pm – Mass - William & Rose Roesch† 

Sunday, Aug. 9: 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 7:30 am – Rosary 
 8:00 am – Mass - Bernie Ayers† 
 9:30 am – Rosary 
 10:00 am – Mass - People of the Parish 
   11:00 am – Baptisms  

THE WEEK AHEAD 

Lectors 

 5:00 pm: Brian Eggersdorfer 
 8:00 am: Caroline McGowan 
10:00 am: David Lamm 

Eucharistic Ministers  

 5:00 pm: Julie Schoettler, John & Lori Daley, 
Tom Koch, Jane Younge,  
*Mary Beth Nygaard 

 8:00 am: Craig Amundson, Rick Gruber, 
Terri Compton, Sharon Lenz, 
Margaret Ayers, *Arlyce Anderson 

10:00 am: John Kuchinka, Jackie Cesario, 
Dennis Haga, Ryan Howe, 
Sherry Henrickson, *Marsha Murphy 

Altar Servers 

 5:00 pm: James Younge (Cross/Book/Bell), 
Mitchell Bigaouette 

 8:00 am: Braeden Otto (Cross/Book/Bell),  
  Ben & Lauren Cahalan 
10:00 am:     Jaiden & Jordan Moore, Hailey Barker 

Presentation of Gifts 

 5:00 pm: Larry & Maggie Bennett 
 8:00 am: Doug Homan Family 
10:00 am: Bob & Barb Wegscheid 

Ushers 

 5:00 pm: Kenneth & Patricia Thiele,  
Paul Stevens, Gary Wintheiser 

 8:00 am: Bill Cahalan, Carl Steffensmeier,  
Chris Sturm, Bill Fasnacht 

10:00 am:  John Jagerson, Chuck Schoettler,  
Steve Kaiser, Thomas Kohls 

 Music Ministry           

 5:00 pm: Kathy Jo Johns/Vicki Galli 
 8:00 am: Julie Gruber/Jeanne Makela 
10:00 am: Tom Bachmann/Janelle Campeau 

 Rosary Leaders        

 5:00 pm: Mary Helen Kennedy 
 8:00 am: Arlyce Anderson  
10:00 am: Darlene Schorn 

Money Counters for August 2015:  
Joyce Cornelius, Jim Kirschbaum, Mary Coleman,  
Marie Bernardy, Helen Anderson 

Bulletin Folders for August 2015:  Mary Bliss,  
Barb Wegscheid, Marge Grausam, Rita Townsend   

AUGUST 8-9 LITURGICAL ROLES 

K OF C COUNCIL #5551 NEWS  

August 13  -  Planning Meeting  

August 22-23  -  KC Softball Tournament 

August 27 - General Meeting 

 COME AND ENJOY LUNCH  

WITH BISHOP LEVOIR  

The 2nd Annual Benefit for 
Catholic Schools – Lunch with the 
Bishop be on Saturday, September 12th 
at noon. The lunch will be held in the 
large meeting room on the lower level 
of the Diocesan Pastoral Center at  
1421 6th Street North in New Ulm. 
Bishop John M. LeVoir will assist in 
serving lunch and greeting supporters 
of Catholic schools of the Diocese of 
New Ulm. A short program will be held. Donations will be 
accepted to benefit the diocesan endowments supporting 
Catholic schools and student scholarships. Donors will 
have the opportunity to specify the allocation of their 
contribution. Make your reservations by September 3rd by 
calling Cindy Blickem at 507-233-5325 or by e-mailing 
cblickem@dnu.org with your name, contact information, 
and the number in your group. No registration fee is required.  
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LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYERS… 

PRAYERS AND SUPPORT FOR  
ALL OF OUR SICK AND INJURED  
OF HOLY ROSARY PARISH 

Our prayers go out to all of the sick and 
injured in our parish who are at home, in the 
hospital, nursing homes or assisted-living 
residences. May God bless them and keep 
them under His guidance and protection!  

FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL 

Sylvia Bruender, Jerome Elfert, Christine Lowe, 
Charles Ulman, Kathy Meyer, Daniel Crowley, Nancy 
Evans, Marilyn Rieff, Donna Peterson, Charlie & Juliette 
Shamp, Vi Suedbeck, Ruth Baker, Ruth Fitterer, Bruce 
Grausam, Kris Bachmann, Jane Keltgen, Isaac Kolstad, 
Rachel Tobin, Mary Jane Ledwein, Tom Grausam, Don 
Doris Lorentz, Bill Goettlicher, Lenore Sweers, Krystal 
Portz, Steve Fitterer, Nancy Marquardt, Gabriel Speckel, 
Shannon Murphy, Lisa LaPoint Leland, David Bruender, 
Marilyn Bastian, Susan Zenk 

FOR OUR FAMILIES 

Monday James & Sharon Olson 
Tuesday No Mass              
Wednesday Mary Lou Sahli 
Thursday Doug & Ann Vose 
Friday              Dan & Patricia Wingert 
Saturday Kurt & Catherine Richardson 
Sunday  Scott & Kim Umhoefer 

FOR THOSE IN THE MILITARY 

Nick Blace Timothy Eick  Alex Ek                   
Jared Hiniker Matt McGraw Ben Barsness 
Ann Winkler Christopher Schmidt  Sean O’Dea 
Dana Schiller Jonathan Heintz Daniel Fitterer  
Mark Hansen William Backes Anna Drummer 

PRAYER CHAIN 

If you, or someone you know, would like to 
be included in our prayer chain, please call  
Karen Etzell, 387-7877.  

Mon: Nm 11:4b-15/Mt 14:13-21  
Tues: Nm 12:1-13/Mt 14:22-36 or 15:1-2, 10-14 
Wed: Nm 13:1-2, 25-14:1, 26-29a, 34-35 
             /Mt 15:21-28  
Thurs:
Fri: Dt 4:32-40/Mt 16:24-28 
Sat: Dt 6:4-13/Mt 17:14-20 
Sun: 1 Kgs 19:4-8/Eph 4:30—5:2/Jn 6:41-51 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

HOPE UNITED GRIEF GROUP (HUGG) 

HUGG Presents “HEALING TAKES TIME” - 
September 18-20, 2015 an  Interdenominational Retreat 
at the Franciscan Retreat & Spirituality Center in Prior 
Lake, MN. The retreat will focus on five different types 
of grief: Loss of Child, Loss of Spouse, Loss through 
Suicide, Pregnancy & Infant Loss, and Loss of Sibling/
Parent. Breakout sessions with facilitators that have 
experienced similar losses. 

Keynote Speaker: Bob Labat, Minneapolis, MN  
“Making a Choice” - Bob and his wife, Dixie, chose to 
become ‘Better vs Bitter’ after the loss of four of their  

five children at different times. 

$150 for a semi-private room or $300 for married couples 

For more information contact Marlene Hunt at  
507-931-2320  or marlenehunt53@gmail.com, or visit 
their Facebook Page: Hope United Grief Group  

WELCOME TO HOLY ROSARY 

We welcome again this week two 
more households to our family of faith to 
Holy Rosary! Please welcome with me 
Mary and Merle Braam from North 
Mankato. We are so happy that you have 
joined our faith community. 

We also welcome Elijah Lippert who has recently 
moved to the North Mankato area. Many years ago, Elijah 
was a member of St. Peter in Canby (along with his family), 
where I served as pastor for a decade. “It is a small world 
after all.”  

*If you see someone at Mass that you 
do not know, remember that you are a 
“priestly people”, introduce yourself and 
help build community.  

Imagine if every member just invited one 
person to Mass next Sunday, our attendance 
would double in just one week!  

COVER IDENTITY CRISIS! 

I am just being light-hearted, but we 
have been working with the cover of the 
parish bulletin as it is an important 
“evangelization tool”. The center colors 
will change liturgically and there will 
always be the date on the cover to 
distinguish it from previous bulletins. There are a couple 
more little “tweaks” that need to be done, but I am pleased 
pastorally with its professional look. A special word of 
thanks to our local sponsors that make the cover of our 
bulletin possible. Please support these businesses many of 
whom are members of our parish with your patronage.  
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LOYOLA CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

JOB OPPORTUNITIES 

Loyola Catholic School is currently seeking candidates 
for the following positions:  part-time Intermediate Music
(choir) teacher, Intermediate English teacher, High School 
English teacher, High School Theology teacher,  
Executive Assistant, Data Management Associate, 
Development Associate, Enrollment Management 
Associate and Marketing & Communications  
Associate.  For more information, visit Loyola's  
website: www.loyolacatholicschool.org, About Us,  
Employment Opportunities or contact Casey Breen, 
cbreen@loyolacatholicschool.org 

STEWARDSHIP CORNER 

Diocesan United Fund (D.U.F.) Diocesan Priest Pension 
Fund/ Medical,  Care Comp Ins, and Priest Care Fund:                                          
 DUE: $ 65,081.69  
 Pd. to Date: $  6,527.69 

Annual Diocesan Ministries Appeal (D.M.A.): 
 DUE: $    29,590.78 
 Rec’d. to Date: $ 0.00 

Loyola Catholic School “Investment”: 
 DUE: $           TBA 
 Pd. to Date: $ 0.00 

  

Partial Assessments 2015-2016:  $ 94,672.47 
Total Paid to Date 2015-2016:  $ 6,527.69 

This week the parish paid its first installment to the 
Diocesan United Fund in the amount of $ 6,527.69. We 
recently received word that the goal for the Diocesan 
Ministry Appeal has been set. The amount has been set 
this year at $29,590.78. It is almost $2,000.00 higher 
than last year. Our 2014-2015 total was at $27,708.85.   
The Good News is that our D.U.F. assessment is lower 
this coming year by $13,022.16. We are not sure why 
one area increased, while the other decreased, but we are 
appreciative of the cost savings to Holy Rosary. Thank 
you for your gifts!!!! 

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER 
WEEKENDS 

“Take courage, it is I; do not be 
afraid.”  No matter how strong the 
winds, Jesus is there to take our hands 
and guide our marriage. The next 
Worldwide Marriage Encounter 

Weekends are September 11-12 in 
Irene, SD & International Falls, MN; 
October 9-11 in Buffalo, MN & November 20-22 in 
Prior Lake & Windom, MN, Medora, ND & Rapid City, 
SD.  Early registration is highly recommended.  For 
more information visit our website at: 
southmnwwme.org or  contact John & Mary Beth at 
applications@southmnwwme.org or 507-838-8178. 

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER 
AUGUST 22ND-23RD

 

Want to discover the ultimate potential of your 
marriage?  Register for the August 22-23 Marriage 
Encounter at www.marriages.org.   Weekends are held at 
Mt Olivet Conference and Retreat Center in 
Farmington.   Visit: www.marriages.org for additional 
information or call 651.454.3238. 

FROM THE MANKATO SERRA CLUB 

JESUS COMMANDED US to pray 
for vocations with his words, “Pray, 
therefore, the Lord of the harvest to send 
out laborers into his harvest” (Mt. 9:38). 
Take on prayer for vocations as your 
personal effort to increase the number of priests, sisters, 
brothers, and lay ministers. Presented by The Mankato Serra 

Club for priestly and religious vocations for more information  
call 507.696.8119. 

FR. ED ARDOLF ENDOWMENT FUND 

This fund is now at $159,509.00. 85% of the earnings of 
this fund go to pay tuition at Loyola Catholic School for 
Holy Rosary families. Contributions to this fund may be 
dropped off at the parish office or sent to Amy at Loyola. 

God has a dreams for your student...and so do we!  
Imagine how dreams can come true in an atmosphere which 
nurtures Faith, challenges toward full potential, and instills 
the confidence to lead and serve… 

For information about enrollment or to schedule a tour/
visit, please contact Sister Mary Beth at 507.388.0618 or 
507.388.0615 or email mbschraml@loyolacatholicschool.org   

School offices will reopen on August 10th. 

ECHO FOOD SHELF FUND RAISER 

Mini Mini Marathon September 19 2015 10:30 AM 

At ECHO Food Shelf 1014 S. Front Street 

$25 Registration Fee 

For more information call 507-345-7508 

or visit www.echofoodshelf.org to learn more and register. 
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WED. SEPTEMBER 30TH, 2015 ,   7-9:30 pm 

FITZGERALD CAMPUS   ■   AGES 12-121! 

There is no cost to our Parish or community to bring 

Chris to speak!  Reboot! Live! is a ticketed event 

through the Real Life Catholic organization.  Your 

ticket will not only provide you with an amazing faith 

filled experience and great retreat materials, but 

proceeds form  tickets sold go to support Chris’ next 

mission:  traveling across the nation to visit college 

campuses FOR FREE!  The purchase of your $19 ticket 

will not only be a help to you, but your money will be 

making Chris’ “Turn the Tide Initiative” a reality for 

100,000’s college students in the years to come!  It is 

on the college campuses that the greatest attack on faith 

is happening.  80% of Catholics stop practicing the faith 

before they turn 23.  Chris has the gifts to change that 

statistic, and you are being invited to help him in that 

Mission!  Visit www.reallifecatholic.com for more 

information about “Turn the Tide”, to see some of 

Chris’ videos,  and to purchase your  tickets! 

FOUNDATIONS 

Foundations will begin in September 2015 and 
continue through April 2016 once a month on a 
Saturday. Foundations is for the laity - especially 
catechists, catechetical leaders, youth ministry team 
members, Catholic school personnel, social concerns 
committee members, RCIA teams, those involved with 
adult faith formation, and all interested adults. The 
courses are basic theological courses presented by 
diocesan staff and college professors with opportunities 
to learn, network, build community, and be focused on 
your involvement with your parish, your AFC, and 
society. It is an opportunity for discipleship, equipping 
you for lay ministry, increasing your knowledge of the 
Catholic faith, and leadership. It will be held at the new 
Pastoral Center, 1421 6th St. N in New Ulm, MN.  
The first day will be Saturday, September 19, 2015.  
For other specific dates, other questions, and to 
register, contact Paulette Kral at pkral@dnu.org or call 
her at 507-233-5318. For content information,  
contact Bryan Reising at breising@dnu.org or call him  
at 507-233-5324.  

 CAREER OPPORTUNITY 

The Knights of Columbus is seeking a Field Agent 
for a career opportunity representing our insurance 
program in your area.  We offer a complete benefits 
package with this full-time, professional position.  In 
order to qualify, one must be eligible for membership in 
the Knights of Columbus.  For more information, please 
contact, Luke Rennie, General Agent, at 507-417-4169 
ext. 8 or Luke.Rennie@kofc.org   

ROYAL FAMILY KIDS’ CAMP 

I’ve recently returned from my second year as 
“Grandma” at this 5-day camp for abused & neglected kids, 
ages 5-12.  It’s the best job: read bedtime stories, give hand 
massages with lotion, bake cookies, get your nails painted – 

until the polish runs down between your fingers & toes! ☺ 
The children come from horrible, even un-speakable home 
situations.  They are allowed into this camp through Social 
Services.  It is an amazing week allowing these girls and 
boys, for a few days anyway, to get a glimpse of what a 
“normal” life looks like.  The camp ratio is 2 kids to one 
counselor.  These volunteer counselors are trained to deal 
with even the worst-case scenarios, as is the whole staff,
….and NONE of them lack for love to give to the 
kids.  That, of course, is what they’re most needing.  RFKC 
is a national program.  (They have a great website: 
RFKC.org or the local website: RFKMankato.com.  Both 
sites give great information about its origin & how it 
works.  I invite you to check it out sometime when you’re 
surfing the web.  We also have a short video right on our 
Holy Rosary website telling “Samantha’s Story” - a must 
watch!)  RFKC is not, specifically, a Catholic effort, but is a 
very Christian effort.  There were 11 area churches involved 
in this year’s week of camp – one of which was The Church 
of St. Peter in St. Peter.  The organizational effort comes 
from Two Rivers Vineyard Church here in Mankato.  It 
takes 51 weeks of hard work, getting volunteers for fund 
raising, camp volunteers, & organizing training, Gallery of 
Gratitude Art Project for kids, etc.,  for them to accomplish 
one week of camp.  I know you’re thinking “There are just 
too many good efforts around.  I can’t do them all.”  If you 
don’t feel moved to financially support RFKC, there are so 
many other ways to help out the whole year long - as 
described on the local website.  Yes, they always take 
monetary donations because they make the camp available 
to the kids free of charge.  Please think about it.  Please pray 
about it.  See if it’s in your heart to help give a smile or two 
to a child who may not even know what it feels like to 
smile, to laugh, or even eat enough nutritious food to be 
able to grow properly.  To see their smiles & hear their 
laughs is all worth it.  Feel free to call me at #507-345-7781 
if I can answer any questions for you.  I would LOVE to tell 
you more about it.   

                                    Thanks,  Maggie Bennett 


