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The final weeks of 
summer are drawing to a 
close. We are still actively 
working in our school 
building here at Holy Rosary, 
finishing up the repairs, 
cleaning and preparing 
classrooms for the fall term. We are also starting to take 
the first steps to prepare the in-service meetings for our new 
and returning catechists. 

Not only are we working physically, but also 
spiritually. For not only are we devoted to cleaning up dirt 
and debris, but also looking for devoted and dedicated men 
and women to teach in our religious education program. 

I am most pleased to report that we have made serious 
progress with regards to recruiting catechists during this 
past week. Through the efforts of our parish staff (and 
maybe a little pushing from the pastor), we have gained this 
week nearly 10 new catechists who will begin this fall. This 
is fantastic as we are not to the mid-way point of the month 
of August and still have a little bit of time to recruit before 
the in-service meetings are held. 

As I write this, we are holding this evening our second 
Education Committee meeting. (I pray that it will be shorter 
than the first.) The role of the education committee is to 
advise the pastor and the staff on matters of catechesis. This 
committee is so critically important for as I have always 
said and taught, “If we do not know the Lord, we cannot 
love the Lord.” 

I mention all these realities of our religion classes 
because in this week’s gospel from St. John Jesus is very 
much in a “teaching mood”. In these last few weeks the 
Lord is talking in the Sunday gospels about His ministry, 
message and messiahship, in relation to something as basic 
as food and specifically food that is as common as simple 
bread and wine.  

On the weekend of July 26th, Jesus miraculously 
multiples bread in the Gospel from St. John. On August 2nd, 
Jesus says to the crowds that He is “the Bread of Life”. On 
August 9th, Jesus tells the crowds (and even the murmuring 
Jews) “…I am the living bread that came down from 
heaven”. Finally, this week, August 16th, Jesus ONCE 
AGAIN focuses on the image of bread by saying in part: 
“This is the bread that came down from heaven.”   

        “Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has 

eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day. For 

my flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink.”  

                                                                        -St. John 

The overriding Good News seems to be, over and over 
again, one simple theological idea. To know the value  

and importance of bread in our earthly life is to know  
the value and importance of our Blessed Lord in our 
spiritual life.  

To be Eucharistic is to have always within us a spirit of 
“gratitude” for the most basic things of life. For as you all 
know by now, the word Eucharist means, literally 
“thanksgiving”. So, to be “Eucharistic” transcends beyond 
walking into a church on the weekend. Do we find 
ourselves being thankful for the basic things of life from a 
piece of bread to the window panes in our house? 

I mention window panes because the other night I 
finally finished washing all of the windows myself on the 
rectory. While I am grateful that this task is finished until 
next spring, I am even more grateful (as I have been 
washing them) that they are nearly new and so easy to wash 
from the inside. For nearly every rectory that I have lived in 
had very old windows that needed to be replaced. We all 
agree that windows are a basic structural necessity in our 
extreme climate in Minnesota. If we are not grateful for 
something as simple as windows that we can see through; 
can we be grateful for the consecrated host that we can only 
see through the spiritual window of faith in order to see the 
“Bread of Life”? 

Even if you are on a low-carb diet, the next time you eat 
some bread or a bun, be Eucharistic by being grateful to 
Christ for this simple food. As abundant as bread is in our 
world, Christ’s presence is even more abundant in our world 
and the world to come. May our Blessed Lord who 
nourishes our spirits in the same way that bread nourishes 
our stomachs, give us the spiritual energy to make the 
lengthy journey to everlasting life. Enjoy these remaining 
weeks of summer! Safe summer travels!   

  

 
 
Rev. Paul van de Crommert  

Pastor 

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 

“Commit yourselves to great ideal, to the most important 
things. We Christians were not chosen by the Lord for little 
things; push onward to the highest principles.”  

                                -Pope Francis  - April 28, 2013  

SINCERE 
SYMPATHY 

 
To the families of  Sylvia Bruender†  

                                    -May she rest in peace. 
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Adult (126) $ 6,058.00      
Electronic Giving 4,004.25 
Junior 44.15 
Plate 264.02 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 10.00 
CCW Church Cleaning Donation 312.00 
Worship Fund 159.00 
Auction Items 850.00 
 
Total $ 11,701.42 
+ July 2015 Investment Income  1,902.77 
+ Memorial Monies 825.00 
 
Grand Total 14,429.19 

*(Our weekly budget is set at $12,900.00) 

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 

STEWARDSHIP 

It has been pretty amazing that we have had such a 
wonderful response to stewardship surpassing our budget 
needs many of the weeks of this summer. It is truly an act 
of faith. This week was no exception as we are almost 
$2,200.00 higher in total revenue than a year ago!  

Through your efforts we have done a great deal of 
repairs over the summer months and are still underway, 
particularly in our school facility. As we prepare to double 
the number of renters and also prepare for religious 
instruction this fall. From renters to our returning students, 
they will be seeing a very different building. 

Thank you both for your strong attendance and 
strong giving through the months of summer! May God 
reward you! 

REGISTRATION & SURVEY UPDATE 

We are approaching the half-way 
mark for returned registrations for 
religious education classes! They continue 
to come in and I’m very pleased! Remind 
your friends and neighbors to get theirs in! 
Thank you for responding to the surveys! 
The kindergarten surveys resulted in a split. I would like to 
offer class both on Wednesday night and Sunday morning, 
but I need catechists to do that! Therefore, the 
kindergarten class, at this time, will remain on Sunday 
mornings during the 10:00 am Mass. The majority of 
respondents on changing class times indicated their 
preference for having classes held every other week for 

an hour and a half. A discussion was held at the 
Education Committee meeting and it was decided that we 
would go with the new format. I’m in the process of 
putting a calendar together. We have our start date set for 
the jr/sr high students as September 16th and for the 
elementary grades 1 – 6 as September 23rd.  

-Cathy Neve, Director of Religious Education 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

The weekend of September 26/27 will be 
Catechetical Sunday and Open House 

Weekend. Your  child will be asked to be in 
the procession that weekend so please mark it 
on your calendar now!   

 

           LOOKING FOR CATECHISTS! 

The teaching ministry is an important function of the 
church. We are blessed that we have gained several new 
catechists this week and are looking for the last of 

our catechists. We would be grateful if you would 
prayerfully consider becoming a catechist. Catechists 
usually teach in teams of two and all training, lesson 
plans and materials will be provided for you. Tuition is 
waived for your child(ren)! Please stop by the Religious 
Education Office or call 507-345-6765 to see what 
opportunities are still available. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 

ACTUAL RESULTS OF SPRING AUCTION  

In these past weeks we were able to sell a 
few more items that did not sell at the auction 
and we choose not to donate to charity and 
auction off at a later time because of their value. 
So, in the past few weeks we sold an additional $850.00 of 
materials that had been donated or the parish still had in its 
possession. Following our expenses of $900.00, our final 
profit total came to $12,070.00. This is a wonderful amount 
of stewardship from unused items from Holy Rosary as well 
as from your own households. Thank you for supporting our 
spring fund-raiser. God bless you!  

WELCOME “AGAIN” TO HOLY ROSARY 

We welcome again this weekend another household to 
our growing parish family of Holy Rosary. Please 
welcome with me Dan Grode from Mankato. We are 
happy to have you with us. In these past 3 months of 
summer, we have registered 11 new households or 

about one family a week. This is wonderful. Tell your 
family and friends the Good News of Holy Rosary parish! 

GREEN WITH GRATITUDE 

As a parish family we are most 
grateful to Tom Rieff and his landscaping 
firm of “Green Care” for their donation of 
labor and landscaping materials for the 
upgrading of the area on the north side of the church. It is a 
great improvement from the overgrown shrubbery that was 
previously in that area. In the months ahead we will be 
continuing to work on the parish grounds and making 
exterior improvements outside, around the buildings.  
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Monday, Aug. 17: Weekday 

 8:05 am – Rosary 
 8:30 am – Mass - Howard Anderson† 

Tuesday, Aug. 18: Weekday  

 7:00 am – Mass at Ss. Peter & Paul 
 8:15 am – Mass at St. John the Baptist  

Wednesday, Aug. 19: Weekday (Saint John Eudes, Priest)  

 8:05 am – Rosary 
 8:30 am – Mass - Chuck Grausam† 

Thursday, Aug. 20: Saint Bernard, Abbot and 
                                  Doctor of the Church 

 10:15 am – Mass at Pathstone (Fr. Paul) 

                          - Colleen Bianchi† 

Friday, Aug. 21: Saint Pius X, Pope  

 10:15 am – Mass at Monarch Meadows Fr. Paul) 

                          - Mildred (Millie) Anderson† 

Saturday, Aug. 22: The Queenship of the 
                                  Blessed Virgin Mary  

 4:30 pm – Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 4:30 pm – Rosary 
 5:00 pm – Mass - Mary Lindberg† 

Sunday, Aug. 23: 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 7:30 am – Rosary 
 8:00 am – Mass - Florence Lenort† 
 9:30 am – Rosary 
 10:00 am – Mass - People of the Parish 
 11:00 am – Baptism  

THE WEEK AHEAD 

Lectors 

 5:00 pm: Maggie Bennett 
 8:00 am: Nancy Holden 
10:00 am: David Lamm 

Eucharistic Ministers  

 5:00 pm: Marsha Murphy, Daniel Gowanlock, 
Maxine Davis, Rebecca Gruenes, 
Jordan Moore, *Mary Beth Nygaard 

 8:00 am: Steve & Shelly Bauer, Mike Brumm, 
Gerry Hiniker, Arlyce Anderson,  
*Margaret Ayers 

10:00 am: Marie Worrell, Steve Hlavac,  
Dennis Haga, Sherry Henrickson,  
Dawn Matz, *Kristin Cain 

Altar Servers 

 5:00 pm: Rayna (Cross/Book/Bell), Reid & Riley Gruenes 
 8:00 am: Braeden Otto (Cross/Book/Bell),  
  Tony & David Weber 
10:00 am:     Matthew Helget, Elias & Sheamus Westermann 

Presentation of Gifts 

 5:00 pm: Dorthy Drummer & Karen Etzell 
 8:00 am: Roger & Patricia Stierlen 
10:00 am: Glen & Peggy Landsteiner 

Ushers 

 5:00 pm: Larry Bennett, Paul Stevens 
Kenneth & Patricia Thiele 

 8:00 am: Chris Sturm, Carl Steffensmeier, 
Craig Amundson, Doug Helget 

10:00 am:  Steve Enderle, Bob Wegscheid,  
Glenn Verschelde, Steve Fink 

 Music Ministry           

 5:00 pm: Tom Bachmann/Vicki Galli 
 8:00 am: Jo Kunkel/Jeanne Makela 
10:00 am: Kathy Jo Johns/Jeanne Makela 

 Rosary Leaders        

 5:00 pm: Eileen Wadekamper 
 8:00 am: Sharon Lenz  
10:00 am: Donna Wolf 

Money Counters for August 2015:  
Joyce Cornelius, Jim Kirschbaum, Mary Coleman,  
Marie Bernardy, Helen Anderson 

Bulletin Folders for August 2015:  Mary Bliss,  
Barb Wegscheid, Marge Grausam, Rita Townsend   

AUGUST 22-23 LITURGICAL ROLES 

ROSARY LEADER NEEDED 

We are in need of a new rosary leader for about 
once a month at the 5:00 pm Mass on Saturdays. If you 
are able to serve in this way, please call Arlyce 
Anderson at #507-317-0617. 

FALL FESTIVAL  NOVEMBER 2015  

We are beginning to take the first steps 
to reintroduce the annual Fall Festival for 
our parish of Holy Rosary. The Festival was 
discontinued several years ago with the 
Vacation Raffle (kind of) taking its place in the fall. 
*We will continue to have the vacation raffle, but will 
return to its original time in the spring. 

At our last Finance Council meeting, the council 
fully supported the return of the Fall Festival, later in the 
fall. We are tentatively planning to hold the festival on 
either Sunday, November 8th or November 15th. 
(*Unless the weather is spectacular, most of the 
activities will be held in the church and school.) While 
there are always activities that the parish is competing 
against, does anyone know of any major event that 
would prevent us from holding the parish festival on 
those two dates? Please call the parish office as soon as 
possible as we plan to put the date on the master 
calendar in the coming days. As soon as we have it 
marked on our calendar, we will invite you to mark your 
calendar as well. This will be a wonderful time to build 
community and also to build needed parish stewardship. 
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LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYERS… 

PRAYERS AND SUPPORT FOR  
ALL OF OUR SICK AND INJURED  
OF HOLY ROSARY PARISH 

Our prayers go out to all of the sick and 
injured in our parish who are at home, in the 
hospital, nursing homes or assisted-living 
residences. May God bless them and keep 
them under His guidance and protection!  

FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL 

Christine Lowe, Charles Ulman, Kathy Meyer, Daniel 
Crowley, Nancy Evans, Marilyn Rieff, Donna Peterson, 
Charlie & Juliette Shamp, Vi Suedbeck, Ruth Baker, Ruth 
Fitterer, Bruce Grausam, Kris Bachmann, Jane Keltgen, 
Isaac Kolstad, Rachel Tobin, Mary Jane Ledwein, Tom 
Grausam, Doris Lorentz, Bill Goettlicher, Lenore Sweers, 
Krystal Portz, Steve Fitterer, Nancy Marquardt, Gabriel 
Speckel, Shannon Murphy, Lisa LaPoint Leland, David 
Bruender, Marilyn Bastian, Susan Zenk 

FOR OUR FAMILIES 

Monday Greg & Barb Wersal 
Tuesday No Mass              
Wednesday Robert & Debra Stachon 
Thursday Steve & Pollie Luther 
Friday              Michael & Cara Groen 
Saturday Nino & Guadalupe Perez 
Sunday  David & Marcy Keithley 

FOR THOSE IN THE MILITARY 

Nick Blace Timothy Eick  Alex Ek                   
Jared Hiniker Matt McGraw Ben Barsness 
Ann Winkler Christopher Schmidt  Sean O’Dea 
Dana Schiller Jonathan Heintz Daniel Fitterer  
Mark Hansen William Backes Anna Drummer 

PRAYER CHAIN 

If you, or someone you know, would like to 
be included in our prayer chain, please call  
Karen Etzell, 387-7877.  

Mon: Jgs 2:11-19/Mt 19:16-22  
Tues: Jgs 6:11-24a/Mt 19:23-30 
Wed: Jgs 9:6-15/Mt 20:1-16  
Thurs:
Fri: Ru 1:1, 3-6, 14b-16, 22/Mt 22:34-40 
Sat: Ru 2:1-3, 8-11; 4:13-17/Mt 23:1-12 
Sun: Jos 24:1-2a, 15-17, 18b/Eph 5:21-32 or 5:2a,  

25-32/Jn 6:60-69 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

Loyola Spirit Shop reopened and we held a uniform sale 
and conference/classroom meeting sign up on August 13th.  

Practice for fall sports began this last week. 
Next week we are hosting orientation for new staff on 

Monday, and Staff Retreat Days on Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Thursday. On Friday, teaching staff will attend 
Together in Faith, a diocesan workshop, in Rochester.  This 
year’s theme is Prayer. 

We look forward to meeting with families for 
orientations, conferences, and classroom meetings during 
the week of August 24th.   

Classes begin on September 1, 2015! We are 
celebrating 150 years of Catholic Education in the Mankato 
area as Loyola continues to educate students in an atmosphere 
of faith, academic excellence, leadership and service.   

FR. ED ARDOLF ENDOWMENT FUND 

This fund is now at $159,509.00. 85% of the earnings of 
this fund go to pay tuition at Loyola Catholic School for 
Holy Rosary families. Contributions to this fund may be 
dropped off at the parish office or sent to Amy at Loyola. 

STEWARDSHIP CORNER 

Diocesan United Fund (D.U.F.) Diocesan Priest Pension 
Fund/ Medical,  Care Comp Ins, and Priest Care Fund:                                          
 DUE: $ 65,081.69  
 Pd. to Date: $  6,527.69 

Annual Diocesan Ministries Appeal (D.M.A.): 
 DUE: $    29,590.78 
 Rec’d. to Date: $ 0.00 

Loyola Catholic School “Investment”: 
 DUE: $           TBA 
 Pd. to Date: $ 10,000.00 

  

Partial Assessments/Investments 2015-16: $ 94,672.47 
Total Paid to Date 2015-16:  $ 16,527.69 

      This week we made our first contribution or 
“investment” offering to Loyola Catholic School system 
in the amount of $10,000.00. The priests of the Mankato 
area will be meeting in the coming days and also will be 
meeting with Bishop Quinn to come up with some 
annual stewardship goals that each parish can 
realistically achieve. As soon as we receive this goal, it 
too will be published in our parish bulletin, along with 
the other Diocesan goals. Thank you for your gifts! 

K OF C COUNCIL #5551 NEWS  

August 22-23  -  KC Softball Tournament 

August 27 - General Meeting 


