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Just as wedding ceremonies have traditions 
such as “something old, something new, 
something borrowed, something blue”, so too 
when it comes to ordinations. Parents usually 
give the gift of a new chalice to the newly 
ordained son. Another tradition is that the newly 
ordained priest chooses a line of scripture as his 
“theme” of his future life as a priest. 

This gospel holds special significance for me as it is 
from this gospel passage that I choose my scriptural quote 
at the time of ordination. The specific line that I choose at 
the time of my ordination was St. Peter’s response to the 
Lord’s question to him, with the departure of many of the 
disciples. For the Lord is now wondering if St. Peter and 
the twelve apostles will be leaving him too? St. Peter 
replies: “Master, to whom shall we go? You have the 
words of everlasting life.” 

I grew up in a home that welcomed the priest and the 
pastor. While attending grade school, it was not uncommon 
for our parish priest to make an occasional visit or two out 
to the farm each year. Usually, the gathering involved my 
mother setting coffee and setting some sweets before him. 
My Father’s part was usually having some conversation 
about religion, politics or the state of the country. 

The summer that I was a seminarian at Holy Rosary in 
the late 80’s, my old pastor had called me and paid a visit. I 
remember feeling such a great spiritual privilege that he 
would take the time to visit me. I remember taking him up 
stairs of this very rectory and sitting down in my little 
living room. Now that he was retired, he told me with 
fondness that he always enjoyed coming to our farm and 
visiting with our family, admitting that us kids were  
very quiet. That was certainly true as my father did most of 
the talking! 

As a young boy, and even now long after this parish 
pastor has passed, I still see him as a “priest’s priest”. He 
was a priestly man in so many ways. He was reverent. He 
worked hard at preparing his homilies. He was always 
visible in the parish. He was always well dressed, polite and 
mannerly. He was a superb gardener and maintained much 
of the landscaping around the rectory and church in his 
spare time. He seemed genuinely concerned about his flock. 
In short, he was priestly! 

Yet it was a shock to learn that there were numerous 
people in the parish that did not like him. I remember him 
telling me that the first year that he was in my home parish, 
people had written to have him removed. Apparently some 
had felt that he had was too progressive for that rural 

        “As a result of this, many of His disciples returned to 

their former way of life and no longer accompanied Him.”  

                                                                        -St. John 

community. Others had expressed disfavor on the work that 
he was doing to bring the altar a bit closer to the people.  
But whatever the case, it was a “shock” that some of  
the parishioners either did not like the priest’s words or  
his actions. 

Equally, today’s gospel is “shocking” that people who 
were living in the time of Christ also rejected the Savior’s 
words and actions. It has been said by some that the most 
sorrowful line of scripture was (in the old translation) “…
and they walked with Him no more”. 

Still today, people walk away from a parish because of 
something that a pastor said or did that they did not like. 
(They often forget that the parish and the Church is far 
larger than one individual person. Sometimes people walk 
away because they need an excuse to walk away from 
parish life and the practice of the faith. For many times, 
they never re-register in another parish.) I like what one 
priest once said in this regard: “The people expect more 
from the priest than they expect from themselves”. So too, 
when it comes to the High Priest, Jesus Christ. When things 
do not turn out the way that we hoped or when we have 
prayed for a particular intention that appears to go 
unanswered, we become disappointed and may walk away 
either physically from His bride the Church or spiritually, 
by abandoning the Mass or daily prayer. Sin, in one of its 
most simplest definitions is simply an abandonment of the 
Divine in our life. 

If we have had any of these sad, spiritual feelings, may 
we again reflect on the Good News words of St. Peter when 
asked by the Lord if he was going to walk away from Him 
too? St. Peter replies with those faith-filled words: “Lord, to 
whom shall we go? You have the words of everlasting life.”  

Enjoy these remaining days of summer! Even if you are 
traveling, don’t abandon the Lord in daily prayer and 
through the celebration of the Holy Eucharist on Sunday! 
Blessings!  

  

 
 
Rev. Paul van de Crommert  

Pastor 

SINCERE 
SYMPATHY 

 
To the family of  Tom Cashman† and Luciana Hill†  

                                    -May they rest in peace. 

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 

“It doesn’t matter how strong your opinions are. If you 
don’t use your power for positive change, you are, indeed, 
part of the problem.” 

             -Coretta Scott King (1927-2006), American Author, 

                                                                Activist, and Civil Rights Leader 
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Adult (109) $ 9,091.70      
Electronic Giving 2,632.25 
Junior 38.57 
Plate 264.12 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 952.00 
CCW Mailing Printing Cost 92.22 
Faith Formation Tuition 1,805.00 
Collection Correction from Last Week 267.30 
 
Total 15,143.16 
+ Memorial Monies 1,000.00 
 
Grand Total 16,143.16 

*(Our weekly budget is set at $12,900.00) 

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 

STEWARDSHIP 

I recently read that the word “amazing” has become 
an overused word in our modern America language, just 
like the word “stuff” or “things”. Yet, I will still say that 
it is “AMAZING” at your great generosity both in terms 
of the number of new member “registrations” that we 
have taken in here at Holy Rosary as well as the amount 
of “revenue” that has come in as well. This week is no 
exception as we have surpassed the $16,000.00 mark 
and well beyond our budgeted goal. This is wonderful. 
You are GREAT! (Is that word overused too?) 

I am excited for the Open House that is coming up 
on the weekend of September 26-27th for our school. 
We have done so much work in the school through 
cleaning, painting and repairs during these past three 
months. It is looks like a whole different building. It is 
amazing what some elbow grease, paint and wax will 
do. It is through your generous efforts that we have a 
bright and clean facility as we begin another year of 
religious instruction for our youth of Holy Rosary 
parish! THANK YOU! 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION UPDATE 

I have nearly 125 students registered for Religious 
Education classes! Students need to be registered before 
going to class! We have our start date set for the jr/sr 
high students as September 16th and for the 

elementary grades 1 – 6 as September 23rd. Please 
send in your registrations as soon as possible! Parents of 
children 6 months to 3 years should have received a 
letter this past week regarding nursery registration. 
Preschool, Sunday School (K), and the nursery will 

begin on September 20th. They will be held during the 
10:00 am Mass every Sunday. 

-Cathy Neve, Director of Religious Education 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

The weekend of September 26/27 will be 
Catechetical Sunday and Open House 

Weekend. Students will be making banners 
in their first RE classes and processing in with 
them on that weekend. We would love to have 100% 
participation! Loyola students will also have a banner! 

 

ADULT EDUCATION INFORMATION 

Details are being worked out for a study  
session regarding the Eucharist that I am hoping to start 
in the fall in lieu of an adult scripture class. Father will 
be doing a Study of the Scriptures during Lent.  

 

           LOOKING FOR CATECHISTS! 

I am also pleased to inform you that I have nearly all 
the catechists! I still have a couple of openings at the 
elementary level. If you would like to shape young 
minds at the preschool, 1st, 2nd, or 3rd grade level, please 
give me a call! 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 

OFF TO THE MOUNTAINS 

I will be heading out after the weekend 
Masses to the west for some R and R. Fr. Gene 
Stenzel from the Diocese of Winona and a 
recently retired pastor from the parish in Wells, 
Minnesota will be offering the Masses next weekend at Holy 
Rosary. Father is still very active and celebrates a number of 
liturgies for the School Sisters throughout the year. Please 
welcome him next weekend. 

It has been a hectic summer between the many funerals 
as well as the reorganization of the offices and school 
building, orientating new staff, to name just a few items that 
we have been working on these past weeks. It will be nice 
to take on a slower pace in the coming days and to 
reintroduce myself to that six string instrument that is 
bigger than a violin! I ask for your prayers that my travels 
will be safe. See you on September 5th.  

HOLY DAY - THANK YOU 

 Even though the Holy Day was not a 
day of “obligation” I was most pleased with 
the response of the faithful for coming to 
Mass on a Saturday morning. We had nearly 
half a church which I thought was pretty 
nice and certainly a great outpouring of 
grace on our parish as we gave honor and 
devotion to the Blessed Mother. A special 
word of thanks to Deacon Russ for preaching the liturgy.  
(It was a hectic, but a holy Saturday as there were three 
Masses that day with three different homilies that were 
required.) Mary, who was assumed body and soul into 
heaven, pray for us! 
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Sunday, Aug. 23: 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 11:00 am – Baptism  

Monday, Aug. 24: Saint Bartholomew, Apostle  

 7:00 am – Mass at Ss. Peter & Paul 
 8:15 am – Mass at St. John the Baptist  

Tuesday, Aug. 25: Weekday (Saint Louis; Saint Joseph 
Calasanz, Priest) 

 7:00 am – Mass at Ss. Peter & Paul 
 8:15 am – Mass at St. John the Baptist  
 12:05 pm  – Mass at St. Joseph the Worker 

Wednesday, Aug. 26: Weekday  

 7:00 am – Mass at Ss. Peter & Paul 
 8:15 am – Mass at St. John the Baptist  

Thursday, Aug. 27: Saint Monica  

 7:00 am – Mass at Ss. Peter & Paul 
 8:15 am – Mass at St. John the Baptist   
 4:30 pm – Loyola Board of Trustees Meeting  
 7:30 pm – K of C General Meeting 

Friday, Aug. 28: Saint Augustine, Bishop  
                             and Doctor of the Church 

 7:00 am – Mass at Ss. Peter & Paul 
 8:15 am – Mass at St. John the Baptist  
 12:05 pm  – Mass at St. Joseph the Worker 

Saturday, Aug. 29: The Passion of Saint John  
                                  the Baptist  

 4:30 pm – Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 4:30 pm – Rosary 
 5:00 pm – Mass - Hazel Eggersdorfer† 

Sunday, Aug. 30: 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 7:30 am – Rosary 
 8:00 am – Mass - People of the Parish 
 9:30 am – Rosary 
 10:00 am – Mass - Shawn Reynolds† 

THE WEEK AHEAD 

Lectors 

 5:00 pm: Steve Caron 
 8:00 am: Gene Brandt 
10:00 am: Jim Schorn 

Eucharistic Ministers  

 5:00 pm: Daniel Gowanlock, JoAnn Borchert, 
Patrick & Wanda Hull, Nicole Hull,  
*Brenda Voracek 

 8:00 am: Margaret Ayers, Sharon Lenz,  
Terri Compton, Jim Theuninck, 
Michelle Ellingworth, *Peter Backes 

10:00 am: Darlene Schorn, Rick Gruber, Ryan Howe, 
Dennis Haga, Jackie Cesario,  
*John Kuchinka 

Altar Servers 

 5:00 pm: Connor McGraw (Cross/Book/Bell),  
Larkin Hansen 

 8:00 am: Ben Ellingworth, Ben & Lauren Cahalan 
10:00 am:     Spencer Spaude, Andrew & Haley Kohrs 

  Presentation of Gifts 

 5:00 pm: James & Denise Tarasovitch 
 8:00 am: Gary & Mary Zellmer 
10:00 am: Les Calsbeek Family 

Ushers 

 5:00 pm: Gary Wintheiser, Bob Meyer, 
Tom Rheaume, Paul Stevens 

 8:00 am: Bill Fasnacht, Bill Cahalan, 
Doug Helget, Carl Steffensmeier 

10:00 am:  Brandon Bernard, Thomas Kohls,  
Steve Kaiser, Chuck Schoettler 

 Music Ministry           

 5:00 pm: Myra Schroepfer/Janelle Campeau 
 8:00 am: Lori Christiansen/Vicki Galli 
10:00 am: Tom Bachmann/Vicki Galli 

 Rosary Leaders        

 5:00 pm: Karen Etzell 
 8:00 am: Dennis McCabe  
10:00 am: Jeanette Barsness 

Money Counters for August 2015:  
Joyce Cornelius, Jim Kirschbaum, Mary Coleman,  
Marie Bernardy, Helen Anderson 

Bulletin Folders for August 2015:  Mary Bliss,  
Barb Wegscheid, Marge Grausam, Rita Townsend   

AUGUST 29-30 LITURGICAL ROLES 

BANNS OF MARRIAGE (I) 

Zach Busch & Leslie Yost – Wedding Mass, 
September 5, 2015, Holy Rosary Catholic Church,  
North Mankato, MN.  

SOCIAL CONCERNS COMMITTEE - 

RETURNING 

Several months ago a couple of parishioners 
approached me about returning to having a Social 
Concerns Committee. The committee met several times 
a year and was quite active during the pastorate of Fr. 
Ed Ardolf. As pastor, I am most supportive of such a 
committee and we certainly have a large enough parish 
and community to sustain an active Social Concerns 
Committee. I am most grateful to JoAnn Borchert who 
had agreed to chair this newly formed committee. She 
had been able to recruit some 14 members for this 
important committee that will be dealing with the social 
issues of our parish and Mankato community. Thank 
you to all of the members for saying “YES”, in the name 
of faith and our Catholic Church. Our first scheduled 
meeting will be early this fall. 
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LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYERS… 

PRAYERS AND SUPPORT FOR  
ALL OF OUR SICK AND INJURED  
OF HOLY ROSARY PARISH 

Our prayers go out to all of the sick and 
injured in our parish who are at home, in the 
hospital, nursing homes or assisted-living 
residences. May God bless them and keep 
them under His guidance and protection!  

FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL 

Fr. Ed Ardolf, Randy Hermanson, Christine Lowe, 
Charles Ulman, Kathy Meyer, Daniel Crowley,  
Nancy Evans, Marilyn Rieff, Donna Peterson, Juliette 
Shamp, Vi Suedbeck, Ruth Baker, Ruth  Fitterer,  
Kris Bachmann, Jane Keltgen, Isaac Kolstad, Rachel Tobin, 
Mary Jane Ledwein, Doris Lorentz, Bill Goettlicher, 
Lenore Sweers, Krystal Portz, Steve Fitterer,  
Nancy Marquardt, Gabriel Speckel, Shannon Murphy,  
Lisa LaPoint Leland, David Bruender, Marilyn Bastian, 
Susan Zenk 

FOR OUR FAMILIES 

Monday No Mass              
Tuesday No Mass              
Wednesday No Mass              
Thursday No Mass              
Friday              No Mass              
Saturday Nicolas & Elma Ubongen 
Sunday  John & Mary Lou Getta 

FOR THOSE IN THE MILITARY 

Nick Blace Timothy Eick  Alex Ek                   
Jared Hiniker Matt McGraw Ben Barsness 
Ann Winkler Christopher Schmidt  Sean O’Dea 
Dana Schiller Jonathan Heintz Daniel Fitterer  
Mark Hansen William Backes Anna Drummer 

PRAYER CHAIN 

If you, or someone you know, would like to 
be included in our prayer chain, please call  
Karen Etzell, 387-7877.  

Mon: Rv 21:9b-14/Jn 1:45-51 
Tues: 1 Thes 2:1-8/Mt 23:23-26 
Wed: 1 Thes 2:9-13/Mt 23:27-32  
Thurs:
Fri: 1 Thes 4:1-8/Mt 25:1-13 
Sat: 1 Thes 4:9-11 (430)/Mk 6:17-29 
Sun: Dt 4:1-2, 6-8/Jas 1:17-18, 21b-22, 27/ 

Mk 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

IT’S TIME TO SING! 

It is hard to believe that we are already planning for the 
fall, but the next season of choir is just around the corner! 
As I directed choir, as well as when I sat amid the pews 
through this summer, I  have been amazed time and time 
again at the abundance of talent that Holy Rosary holds! I 
would like to thank again those individuals who took that 
step to join the choir as it’s resurrections last fall. We are so 
eager to begin another season and we would like to invite 
YOU to join us! Yes, you - the young and the wise alike! 

If you are looking for a more personal and rewarding 

involvement in the Mass and parish community, I ask 
you to prayerfully consider offering your God-given talent in 
the ministry of Holy Rosary and to praising our Lord in song. 

I know we live in a busy world 
and I’m sure your life already has 
you going many different 
directions, but I assure you that 
being a member of the choir is a 
very small time commitment - we 
only practice for one hour per week (that’s only one episode 
of a primetime television program) and we typically only 
sing for one Mass per month. The benefits are far greater as 
it has been scientifically proven that singing in a choir is 
one of the activities that REJUVENATES us and boosts our 
mental health. It is the ultimate mood regulator, lowering 
rates of anxiety, depression and loneliness, while at the 
same time amplifying happiness and joy.  

Not sure about your vocal range or singing ability?  
No worries! I will happily meet with anyone for a pre-choir 
lesson to help you feel comfortable with your  
God-given voice.  

Parents of  young people in grades 7-12, please 
encourage your children to join the choir as well (a fun 
bonding-time if you join together?!). Singing in a choir is a 
fantastic way for our youth to enrich their faith - they learn 
more scripture, gain knowledge of the Order of the Mass 
and the liturgical seasons, as well as gain a deeper 
connection to their Catholic faith and the Holy Rosary 
family through their personal 
involvement. 

We will be hosting a  
KICK-OFF POTLUCK after the 
10:00 am Mass on September 20th 
at Wheeler Park and I invite you and your family to 

come on out if you are interested in joining the choir or 
just want to see what it’s all about. In addition to the 
great food, it is a chance to meet the choir, get any 

questions answered and sign up! Kindly bring a dish to 

pass if you are able. 

Please contact me if you are interested!  

                Elaine Wolf, Choir Director  
                Cell: 507-317-3852 | Work: 507-387-6501  
                Email: missilaine.w@gmail.com  
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STEWARDSHIP CORNER 

Diocesan United Fund (D.U.F.) Diocesan Priest Pension 
Fund/ Medical,  Care Comp Ins, and Priest Care Fund:                                          
 DUE: $ 65,081.69  
 Pd. to Date: $  6,527.69 

Annual Diocesan Ministries Appeal (D.M.A.): 
 DUE: $    29,590.78 
 Rec’d. to Date: $ 0.00 

Loyola Catholic School “Investment”: 
 DUE: $           TBA 
 Pd. to Date: $ 10,000.00 

  

Partial Assessments/Investments 2015-16: $ 94,672.47 
Total Paid to Date 2015-16:  $ 16,527.69 

FR. ED ARDOLF ENDOWMENT FUND 

This fund is now at $159,509.00. 85% of the earnings of 
this fund go to pay tuition at Loyola Catholic School for 
Holy Rosary families. Contributions to this fund may be 
dropped off at the parish office or sent to Amy at Loyola. 

Loyola staff met for retreat and planning on August 
18th, 19th and 20th. We attended the Winona Diocesan 
“Together in Faith” Day in Rochester on August 21st. This 
year’s theme, Prayer, follows upon the past three years of in
-service on Faith, Sacraments and Morality.  

Next week we will meet for professional development 
focused on maximizing our impact on learning, educational 
research, and best practices as presented by well-known 
researchers and authors, Marzano and Hattie.  

Kindergarten parent-teacher conferences are scheduled 
for August 26th and 27th, while classroom meetings are 
scheduled for grades 1-4 on August 27th.  Grades 5-8 will 
have Open House on August 31st, with Mini-School for 
grades 6-8.  Classes for K-12 begin on September 1st. 

We look forward to celebrating our All School/Back to 
School Mass as well as the 150th year of Catholic Education in 
Mankato with the School Sisters of Notre Dame, in the Sisters’ 
Chapel on September 11th at 10:30 am. All are welcome. 

K OF C COUNCIL #5551 NEWS  

August 27 - General Meeting 

MEMORIAL  - THANK YOU! 

I was remiss in acknowledging the 
“memorial monies” that were given last 
week. $600.00 of that money that was 
donated was given in loving memory of 
Mary Lindberg† from the Lindberg and 
Lynch families. These monies will be 
going towards the restoration of our mural 
that is in our sanctuary.  

A check in the amount of $1,000.00 given in loving 
memory of Don Haley† who passed away on July 28th 

by his wife, Mary Haley. Mary wanted to give these 
monies too in loving memory of her late spouse. An 
additional $225.00 was also given in memory of Don 
Haley† in loving memory from his family and friends. 

This special account that was established a number 
of years ago to restore the mural has grown 
significantly over the past months. In addition to 
restoring the mural, our plans are also to add additional 
lighting to light up the high altar area and the mural. At 
this point the account has exceeded $16,000.00. This 
project has been discussed with the councils and the 
trustees. Our next step will be seek permission from the 
Diocesan Building Committee/ Diocese of New Ulm. 
We hope to complete the project later this fall and 
certainly before the start of the Advent season. If you 
wish to donate, you are welcome to do so. You may use 
an envelope and simply mark it “Church Restoration”. 
Again, thank you to all of you that have been so  
VERY generous!  

BAPTISMAL BLESSINGS 

Our prayers and best wishes go out to Matthew & Julie 
Merritt on the occasion of Baptism of their son, Devan 
Matthew, who will be baptized this Sunday, August 23rd, 
here at Holy Rosary. May this sacrament of initiation be the 
beginning of a life-time relationship with Christ! 

FALL FESTIVAL - NOVEMBER 8, 2015  

We will be returning to our old,  
long-standing tradition of having an annual 
Fall Festival at Holy Rosary. The date has 
been set for Sunday, November 8th, 2015. 
(The Parish Auction that we had last spring was a 
strong indication of your great spirit to advance the 
stewardship and community spirit of our parish.) 

This time of year is well-suited for a  festival as it is 
an “in-between” time for many sporting events and the 
parish festivals in the area have come and gone. I shared 
with the Finance Council that I as pastor would be 
willing to chair the festival (as I did a couple of years in 
a previous assignment. Unless there is a couple or some 
individuals that would like to step forward to chair?) 

 Right now we are looking for members on our 
steering committee to get the festival off the ground. I 
can already tell you that we will be up in profits from a 
year ago….since we have not had a festival for years. In 
speaking to some folks around the parish I already have 
some individuals that are willing to be on the committee. 
How about you? Just call the parish office and let Elaine 
know that you would be willing to help in any way. 
There is a great deal of work in the day but it is also a 
great day to renew and build friendships and to work 
together as a parish family. Ready? Set? Let’s do this! 
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

MEETING MINUTES 
AUGUST 12, 2015 

The Religious Education Committee gathered on 
August 12th. All members were present and Kathy Jo Johns 
also attended representing the Children’s Choir. An 
opening prayer was led by Cathy. 

Pastor’s Comments: Father began by again thanking 
the members for their service on this important committee. 
Father shared that there has been a great deal of work that 
has been taking place behind the scenes through 
reorganization for the education program that will resume 
this fall. Father indicated that he cannot remember a time 
that he was this excited about religious education to start 
with the students. Plans are in the works for an evening of 
enrichment and instruction that will be “required” for all 
new and returning catechists. Father and Cathy will be 
conducting this workshop with a supper that will be provided. 
Teaching needs to be a positive and a life-giving experience 
for both the students and for the catechists that are teaching. 
(We will be working on being disciplined, but not strict.)  

Father has asked that every class, every year would 
have a unit on the Eucharist. The spiritual measurement of 
our religious education program will be based on how 
many of our students and families walk across the street 
each Sunday to attend a Mass. This is an area that we will 
be working harder on this year that will have Masses that 
will involve the youth of our parish. “We cannot love what 
we do not know.” (80% of all of the students from Holy 
Rosary are attending our religious education program.) 
Father expressed pleasure at all of the leadership that Cathy 
has been bringing to her position since her arrival in July. 

Director’s Comments: Cathy star ted by shar ing her  
philosophy of education. She also gave a catechist update 
and explained how Lorraine Klaseus had spent the day 
making calls to former teachers as well as new possibilities. 
From those calls, about 10 new catechists have been 
secured! Father, Cathy, and the Religious Education 
Committee are most thankful for the time Lorraine spent 
making those calls! Cathy also updated the committee on 
the survey responses. 94% of respondents replied favorably 
to changing the format to meeting every other week. The 
Religious Education Committee discussed these results and 
it was decided to go ahead with the every other week 
format. The jr/sr high students will begin classes on 
September 16, 2015 from 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm. The 
elementary grades 1 – 6 will begin classes on September 
23, 2015 from 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm. The kindergarten 
surveys were split – therefore, for the time being, the 
committee decided to continue holding the kindergarten 
class on Sunday mornings. Parents will be asked to attend 
the 10:00 am Mass while their child is in preschool or 
kindergarten class.  

Cathy reported on some important calendar dates 
including Catechetical Sunday that will be held on the 
weekend of September 26th & 27th. Religious Education 
students will be making banners symbolizing what they will 

be studying in the year ahead on their first night of class to 
carry in the processions at the September 26/27 weekend’s 
Masses. Cathy shared the title of the grade school Christmas 
program this year: “Come to Bethlehem.” The Christmas 
program will be held on December 13th (with a “snow date” 
of December 20th.)  It will be held after the 10:00 am Mass 
on stage in the school gym. More details about the 
Christmas program are yet to be worked out. Confirmation 
has been scheduled for Saturday, March 5, 2016 at the 5:00 
pm Mass. Cathy also gave an update on Theology of the 
Body for Middle School and Theology of the Body for High 
School. It will be taught in conjunction with curriculum 
from the USCCB. Finally, VIRTUS® training was discussed 
and is in the process of being organized, especially for the 
many, new incoming catechists. 

The past minutes were reviewed. As of this meeting, 
almost half of the Religious Education registrations have 
been returned. It was agreed that this was a very good 
response for the middle of August!  

New Business: Tentative dates for First Reconciliation 
and First Holy Communion were proposed. The committee 
also discussed when to hold the last day of classes. It will 
most likely be either May 18th or May 25th. Cathy will 
review the calendar and see which week will be best. The 
drop-off and pick-up of students was also discussed with a 
decision that students will be dropped-off and go directly to 
their classrooms. Students will be picked-up from the 
gymnasium as was done last year. A copy of the revised 
handbook was handed out and Religious Education 
Committee members were asked to look it over and add/
change/make corrections by August 25th. Members were 
also treated to a tour of the Religious Education offices, 
classrooms, and work spaces.  Very positive comments 
were received on the way the building looked and the 
improvements that have been done.  Kathy Jo Johns asked 
the committee for input on practice times for the Children’s 
Choir. One of the possibilities included beginning practice 
at 5:00 pm providing supper for students on Wednesday 
nights. On the agenda for future business was adult 
education. Father Paul van de Crommert is planning to 
teach on the Scriptures during Lent with the possibility of 
small groups forming after that and continuing to meet. The 
next Religious Education Committee meeting will be 
October 22, 2015 at 7:00 pm. 

WELCOME “AGAIN” TO HOLY ROSARY 

We welcome again this weekend another household to 
our growing parish family of Holy Rosary. Please welcome 
with me Scott and Ann Michels and their children Amelia 
and Walter. The family resides in North Mankato. We are 
so happy to have you worship and grow in faith with us. (In 
these past three months of summer, we have been 
registering a family a week or some 12 households.) This is 
wonderful. Tell your family and friends the Good News of 
Holy Rosary parish! Please welcome the stranger you do 
not know after Mass!  


