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sinners, than we will see no need or no desire to look for a 
Savior who can free us from the bondage of sin. 

There is little doubt in my mind that, when the 
confessional lines ended, the beginning of the emptying 
out of churches began. The well-known German 

theologian, Dietrich Bonhoeffer (1906-1945) is perhaps 
best remembered for coining the phrase; “cheap grace”. 
Simply put, CHEAP GRACE IS JUSTIFICATION OF 

SIN WITHOUT THE JUSTIFICATION OF THE 
SINNER. That is exactly how many live the faith in our 
modern times. Children are only brought to the Church to 
be baptized, make First Holy Communion and receive 

Confirmation, never to be seen again. Couples “live” as 
though they are husband and wife, but they are not as they 
have no sacramental bond. We have witnessed those 

priests and bishops who want the title and the juridical 
power that comes with their office, but have lead secret 
lives that are far removed from true priestly holiness. 

The celebrant at Mass wears purple during the Advent 
season for a reason. Advent is a penitential time. 
Celebrating the Sacrament of Reconciliation is even more 
appropriate than purchasing presents or putting up a tree if 
we are truly practicing Catholics. 

What is impressive about this weekend’s gospel from 
St. Luke is that this penitential man who lives in the desert 
and dines on grasshoppers somehow, through his penitential 
words, gets the people to prepare for Christ, the anointed 
one, to enter into their hearts and lives. I wish that we as 
priests would have that same ability today. 

There are two penance services this Sunday:  
St. John’s at 4:00 pm and Ss. Peter and Paul’s at 6:00 pm. 

Maranatha! Maybe this will be the Advent you hear  the 
ancient words of John the Baptist speak to you! COME 
LORD JESUS INTO OUR HEARTS THIS ADVENT! 
MAY WE NOT DELAY!  

            
 

Rev. Paul van de Crommert  
Pastor 

“Gaudete”! “Rejoice”! It is hard to 
believe that we are already at the Third 
Sunday of Advent and past the mid-way 
point to the great feast of Christmas. I 
know this is “Rejoice Sunday”, but 
pastorally it feels more like “Panic 
Sunday” when I think of all that needs to be accomplished 
from “decorating” to “digging” into several sermons to 
“devoting” some serious time to the confessional. 

Speaking of the Sacrament of Confession, most of us 
do not have a particular fondness for this sacrament.  
My parents, but my Mother in particular, would say in 
Dutch; “The people that like going to confession are either 
fools or saints.” 

Speaking of “saints”, did you hear the “BIG NEWS” 
this week that Kim Kardashian and Kanye West named 
their second child “Saint”. Even the mainstream media 
seemed to indicate that the name was a bit “foolish”,  
yet, whether we are named or called either “Saint” or a 
“fool”, having faith in the Sacrament of Penance is a 
difficult thing. 

Some years ago I was talking with a Bishop who was 
no “fool” when it came to his knowledge of the faith. He 
described to me in his office that the Church and her 
teachings were like a ship. When only one small plank is 
removed from a ship or one plate of metal, the ship has the 
potential to sink. So too, he indicated when it comes to our 
faith life. If we do everything well from coming to Mass 
each week, saying prayers every morning and every night, 
being generous with our stewardship and doing volunteer 
acts of charity, our soul can still sink into the spiritual 
abyss. For we need the sacramental grace from the 
Confessional, that blessed board that is seen by virtually no 
one under the waters of Baptism (that also removed sin at 
the time of our infancy). To deny our soul the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation from either an abundance of pride or 
perhaps falsely diagnosing ourselves free from sin; is 

….well….to put it in less than theological terms…is a 
spiritual ship-wreck! 

In this weekend’s gospel from St. Luke, in the midst of 
Advent, we once again hear of John the Baptist. He is 
calling the people to prepare for the person of Christ 
through one spiritual avenue, “REPENTANCE”. John 
wanted the people to acknowledge their sins and to repent. 
For, if we do not acknowledge our sins and that we are 

        “Exhorting them in many other ways, he preached 

Good News to the people.”  

                                                         - St. Luke  

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 

“The great danger of today’s world, pervaded as it is by 
consumerism, is the desolation and anguish born of a 
complacent yet covetous heart, the feverish pursuit of frivolous 
pleasures, and a blunted conscience. Whenever our interior 
life becomes caught up in its own interest and concerns, there 
is no longer room for others, no place for the poor. God’s 
voice is no longer heard, the quiet joy of his love is no longer 
felt, and the desire to do good fades. This is a very real danger 
for believers too. Many fall prey to it, and end up resentful, 
angry and listless. That is no way to live a dignified and 
fulfilled life; it is not God’s will for us, nor is it the life in the 
Spirit which has its source in the heart of the risen Christ”. 

                                                                      - Pope Francis 
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Adult (147) $ 7,994.50      
Electronic Giving 3,128.25 
Junior 91.77 
Plate 308.50 
Christmas Flowers 1,340.00 
Immaculate Conception 870.00 
Retirement Fund for Religious 35.00 
Christmas 228.00 
Vestment Donations 300.00 
St. Francis Statue Donation 50.00 
 
Grand Total $ 14,346.02 

*(Our weekly budget is set at $12,900.00) 

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 

STEWARDSHIP 

Thank you for another generous week of 
stewardship and for surpassing our budgetary needs. 
Thank you to all of you who took the time to attend the 
Holy Day of Obligation through the three Masses that 
were celebrated. That too is stewardship, stewardship of 
the soul! Thank you for your gifts.  

YOUTH MINISTRY UPDATE 

We have made several revisions to the Religious 
Education Program with many benefits to families. Father 
Paul is highly committed to implementing a youth ministry 
program next year. We are in the process of talking with 
people in the parish regarding a youth ministry program. We 
are looking in-depth into the Life Teen Program. After the 
new year, we will offer some of the Life Teen curriculum on 
the “off” weeks for grades 7 – 11. With continued support 
from Father Paul and the parish, we will have an “official” 
youth ministry program beginning next fall. 

“COME TO BETHLEHEM” 

Our Christmas Program date has finally 
arrived! The PS – 6th grade will be 
performing “Come to Bethlehem” at  
12:30 pm THIS SUNDAY! We wish good 
luck to all the students who will be 
performing and singing! 

 

 

UPCOMING DATES 
December 16th: Grades 1 – 6 meet from 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm 

December 23rd: No Class - Christmas Break 

December 30th: No Class - Christmas Break 

January 6th: Grades 7 – 11 meet from 7:00 pm to 8:30 
pm. Social Hour/Pizza available from 6:00 pm to 6:50 pm. 
(A $3 donation is suggested for pizza.) 

January 13th: Grades 1 – 6 meet from 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 

RETIREMENT FUND FOR RELIGIOUS 

Aging religious need your help. In the United States 
today, there are more than 33,000 senior Catholic sisters, 
brothers, and religious order priests. These religious worked 
tirelessly in Catholic schools, hospitals, and agencies, 
usually for little to no pay. As a result, many religious 
communities lack adequate savings for retirement and 
eldercare. Your gift to today’s collection for the Retirement 
Fund for Religious helps provide medications, nursing care, 
and more. Please be generous.   

THANKSGIVING ECUMENICAL SERVICE 
Thank you for attending the Thanksgiving 

Ecumenical Prayer Service. The evening was well 
attended by parishioners from Holy Rosary, Crossview 
Covenant, Messiah Lutheran and the host church, 
Belgrade Methodist.  Fr. Paul van de Crommert gave the 
sermon. The offertory of $482.25 was collected for 
Options For Women | Mankato and numerous food 
items and paper products for Echo Food Shelf.   

FLOWER AND CHRISTMAS DECORATION 

OFFERING ENVELOPE  
Thank you to those of you that have already donated 

towards our Christmas flowers and decorations. To date 
we have taken in stewardship in the season of Advent a 
total of $2,420.00. This is wonderful! Since Christmas 
and Easter are the two primary times that we collect 
monies for our liturgical environment, we also use the 
money to decorate in the other seasons such as Advent, 
as well as the Fall decorations that we recently enjoyed. 

Envelopes are still available at the main entrance of 
the church. You are welcome to take your own envelope 
and write “Christmas Flowers” along with your name 
and the names of those living or deceased that you wish 
to remember in a special way. The deadline for the 
remembrances being printed in a program that will be 
handed out at the Christmas Masses is Monday, 
December 21st by 12:00 pm. 

Thank you for your generous support in the past as 
well as at this time. 

PENANCE SERVICES 

Sometimes we forget that the season of Advent 
is not just a time of anticipation for the great feast 
of Christmas, but it is also a penitential time as we 
renew our relationship with Christ as we long for 
Christ’s “second coming” at the end of time. 

Holy Rosary will be celebrating their Communal 
Penance Service next Sunday, December 20th, at 3:00 pm. 
*Please note that I will be in the confessional next Saturday, 
Dec. 19th, at 4:00 pm rather than the usual time of 4:30 pm. 
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Sunday, Dec. 13: Third Sunday of Advent - 
Gaudete “Rejoice” Sunday - Shepherd Fields Group Sales  

     Echo Food Shelf Collection 
     CCW Advent Bake Sale after the Masses (Lower Hall)  
      7:30 am  – Rosary 
 8:00 am – Mass - People of the Parish 
 9:30 am – Rosary 
 10:00 am – Mass - Living & Deceased Members of the  
           Peter & Jelaine Schreiner Family (Nursery, Pre-K  
           Sunday School & CLW during the 10:00 am Mass) 
 11:00 am – Christmas Lunch followed by “Come to  
           Bethlehem” Christmas Program (Lower Hall/Gym) 

 4:00 pm – Penance Service (St. John’s) 
 6:00 pm – Penance Service (Ss. Peter & Paul) 

Monday, Dec. 14: Saint John of the Cross, Priest  
                                and Doctor of the Church 

 8:05 am – Rosary 

 8:30 am – Mass - John Klaseus† 
      Loyola State of the School Meeting - Upper Campus  

 (Fr. Paul attends): 5:00 pm Dinner; 6:00 pm Presentation;  
7:00 pm Social/Refreshment; 7:30 pm Christmas Band  

Tuesday, Dec. 15: Advent Weekday  

 7:00 am – Mass at Ss. Peter & Paul 
 8:15 am – Mass at St. John the Baptist  
 12:05 pm  – Mass at St. Joseph the Worker 
 12:00 pm – Pastoral Center Meeting in New Ulm  
                             (Fr. Paul attends)  
 7:30 pm – River of Life (Conf. Rm. 2) 

Wednesday, Dec. 16: Advent Weekday 

 8:05 am – Rosary 
 8:30 am – Mass - Margaret Wittry† 

      1:00 pm - 4:00 pm – Sewing Group (Lower Parish Center) 
 6:00 pm – Holy Rosary Choir Practice (Choir Room) 

 6:00 pm – Grades 1-6 Rel. Ed. Classes 

Thursday, Dec. 17: Advent Weekday  

 10:15 am – Mass at Pathstone (Fr. Paul) - Peter Etzell† 

Friday, Dec. 18: Advent Weekday 

 10:15 am – Mass at Monarch Meadows (Fr. Paul) 
                       - Deceased Members of the Wanzek Family† 
 6:00 pm – Worship Committee - Christmas Decorating 

Saturday, Dec. 19: Advent Weekday 

 4:00 pm – Sacrament of Reconciliation - *Note earlier time 
 4:30 pm – Rosary 
 5:00 pm – Mass - Edwin Goettlicher† 

Sunday, Dec. 20: Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 7:30 am – Rosary 
 8:00 am – Mass - People of the Parish 
 9:30 am – Rosary 
 10:00 am – Mass - Mark & Pam Weingartz 
                        (Nursery, Pre-K Sunday School &  
                         CLW during the 10:00 am Mass) 
 3:00 pm – Advent Penance Service (Holy Rosary) 

 5:00 pm  – Volunteer Appreciation Dinner 

THE WEEK AHEAD 

Lectors 

 5:00 pm: Caroline McGowan  
 8:00 am: Linda Hiniker     10:00 am:   Tim McGowan 

Eucharistic Ministers  

 5:00 pm: Jim Theuninck, Brenda Voracek, John & Lori 
Daley, Rebecca Gruenes, *Mary Beth Nygaard 

 8:00 am: Peter & Danielle Backes, Steve & Shelly 
Bauer, Margaret Ayers, *Cathy Neve 

10:00 am: Mike & Diane O’Dea, Deb Stachon, Curt & 
Donna Stanke, *John Kuchinka 

Altar Servers 

 5:00 pm: James Younge (Cross, Book, Bell),  

Mitchell Bigaouette, Riley Gruenes 
 8:00 am: Braeden Otto (Cross, Book, Bell),  

Ben & Grace Ellingworth 
10:00 am:     Jacob Reynolds, Spencer Spaude, Elaine Adams 

Presentation of Gifts 

 5:00 pm: Patrick Hull Family 
 8:00 am: Roger & Patricia Stierlen 
10:00 am: Jack & Diann McGowan 

Ushers 

 5:00 pm: Jason Hacker, Ken & Pat Thiele,  
Mark Wiengartz (Head Usher) 

 8:00 am: Chris Sturm, Christopher Backes,  
Doug Helget, Bill Fasnacht (Head Usher) 

10:00 am:  Bob Stachon, Scott & Brady Smith,  
Thomas Kohls (Head Usher) 

 Music Ministry           

 5:00 pm: Julie Gruber/Jeanne Makela 
 8:00 am: Tom Bachmann/Vicki Galli 
10:00 am: Kathy Jo Johns & Nancy Evans/Jeanne Makela 

 Rosary Leaders        

 5:00 pm: Karen Etzell  
 8:00 am:   Dennis McCabe   10:00 am:  Jeanette Barsness 

Money Counters for December 2015:  

Bob Manwarren, Renee Amundson, Adrian Person,  

Mike Schneider  

Bulletin Folders for December 2015:   

Ruth Fitterer, Rosal Molski, Bob & Renee Amundson 

DEC. 19 - 20 LITURGICAL ROLES 

CHRISTMAS TREES 

Holy Rosary’s Knights of Columbus #5551 are 
now selling Christmas trees next to the rectory (525 
Grant Ave.) on Saturdays and Sundays from 9:00 am to 
7:00 pm and Mondays - Fridays from 4:00 pm to 7:00 
pm until December 22nd. Trees include Balsam Fir, Scotch 
Pine, Fraser Fir, and Canaan Fir. They will also be selling 
wreaths, boughs, stands, and tree bags. (Please do not park in 
the rectory driveway.) Your support is much appreciated! 

Concert 
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LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYERS… 

PRAYERS AND SUPPORT FOR  
ALL OF OUR SICK AND INJURED  
OF HOLY ROSARY PARISH 

Our prayers go out to all of the sick and 
injured in our parish who are at home, in the 
hospital, nursing homes or assisted-living 
residences. May God bless them and keep 
them under His guidance and protection!  

FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL 

Susan Larson, David Makela, Cindy Johnson, Dan 
Senesac, Loretta Becker, Canton Polk, Mona Wakholz, 
Ruth Gag, Charles Ulman, Kathy Meyer, Daniel Crowley,  
Marilyn Rieff, Donna Peterson, Juliette Shamp, Ruth 
Baker, Ruth  Fitterer, Jane Keltgen, Isaac Kolstad, Rachel 
Tobin, Mary Jane Ledwein, Doris Lorentz, Bill Goettlicher, 
Krystal Portz, Steve Fitterer, Gabriel Speckel, Shannon 
Murphy, Lisa LaPoint Leland, David Bruender 

FOR OUR FAMILIES 

Monday Kristin Moore 
Tuesday No Mass  
Wednesday Dean & Susan Como 
Thursday Charles Frost 
Friday              Robert & Joanne Shibilski 
Saturday Ryan & Helena Mattison 
Sunday  Kevin & Tanya Hinrichs 

FOR THOSE IN THE MILITARY 

Nick Blace Timothy Eick  Ben Barsness 
Jared Hiniker Matt McGraw Sean O’Dea 
Ann Winkler Christopher Schmidt  Daniel Fitterer  
Dana Schiller Jonathan Heintz Anna Drummer 
Mark Hansen William Backes  

PRAYER CHAIN 

If you, or someone you know, would like to 
be included in our prayer chain, please call  
Karen Etzell, 387-7877.  

Mon: Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a/Mt 21:23-27  
Tues: Zep 3:1-2, 9-13/Mt 21:28-32  
Wed: Is 45:6b-8, 18, 21b-25/Lk 7:18b-23  
Thurs:
Fri: Jer 23:5-8/Mt 1:18-25 
Sat: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Lk 1:5-25 
Sun: Mi 5:1-4a/Heb 10:5-10/Lk 1:39-45 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

K. OF C. COUNCIL #5551 NEWS  

Christmas Tree Sales Continue 
Dec 12  -  Parish Christmas Party at 6:00 pm 
Dec 17  -  General Meeting  

CHRISTMAS WISH LIST:  
“ALL I WANT FOR CHRISTMAS IS…” 

Recently, at our last Worship Committee 
Meeting (as well at the close of our Finance 
Council meeting), we discussed the needs of 
our parish, particularly in the church. Although 
we have a good number of repairs and 
improvements competed in the recent months, 
the Worship Committee expressed some things 
that would be good to do in stages in the months and years 
ahead. They also suggested that as we are entering into the 
season of giving, there might be some individuals in the 
parish that might be willing to support a short “wish list” of 
some things we need or could use for our worship in the 
present time or near future. 

1.) Vestments: The par ish recently purchased a new 
set of vestments that are lightweight for Father and Deacon 
Russ. The parish has already received more than $1,600.00 
in donations towards the set of eight new vestments. If there 
is someone who would like to donate towards this project, 
you might make an offering and place it in the collection 
marked “vestments”. You are also welcome to call the 
parish office and speak to Jim Theuninck to see what 
remains on the cost of these liturgical garments. 

2.) Statue: The Worship Committee is planning in 
the months ahead to purchase a statue of St. Francis of 
Assisi, who will be about 5 feet tall, made of resin and is 
surrounded by animals including a deer, fish, birds, etc. The 
parish already has some monies set aside for this project, 
but if anyone would like to donate towards this statue that 
will be on display in the sanctuary (on the right hand side 
near the cry room) during Ordinary Time and the month of 
October (the month of the Feast of St. Francis) please note it 
on an envelope through the collection/mail or contact the 
parish office and speak to Jim. 

3.) Sound System: Recently, on a Saturday night our  
sound system failed. On a Monday morning the system 
failed again. The staff has informed me on several occasions 
that the system (that was installed in 1993) is 22 years old, 
is outdated and failing. The new sound systems are now 
computerized, compact and would of course be again much 
more reliable. 

Presently, we are doing some basic repairs and are 
having someone locally review the system. Repairing the 
system and spending thousands would be comparable to 
fixing or repairing a used television set. The Finance 
Council is committed to installing a new system in 2016. 
Being able to hear and having a reliable system is very 
important for our parish and our liturgies. Again, if you 
would like to make a donation towards this project (we do 
not know what the total cost would be at this time), we 
would welcome your donations at Christmas time and in the 
months ahead. 

With the encouragement of the Worship Committee and 
the Finance Council, we are preparing a long-range list of 
projects/repairs/updates that we will be tackling one at-a-
time, as the resources and the support of the faithful will 
allow in the months and years ahead. 
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STEWARDSHIP CORNER 

Diocesan United Fund (D.U.F.) Diocesan Priest Pension 
Fund/ Medical,  Care Comp Ins, and Priest Care Fund:                                          
 Pd. to Date: $  31,731.37  
 DUE: $ 65,081.69 

Annual Diocesan Ministries Appeal (D.M.A.): 
 Rec’d. to Date: $ 9,505.00 
 Recommended: $ 36,988.48 

Loyola Catholic School “Investment”: 
 Pd. to Date: $ 86,000.00 
 DUE: $ 234,000.00 

  

Total Paid to Date 2015-16:  $ 127,236.37 
Apostolate stewardship for 2015-16: $ 336,070.17 

This week we contribute $5,000.00 to our stewardship 
commitment to the Loyola Catholic School system, 
bringing us to a total offering to date of $86,000.00. At 
this point, we have surpassed our stewardship 
contributions to the school from last year at this time by 
$13,000.00. It is through your generosity that we are able 
to keep our stewardship commitments. Thank you for this. 

Our D.M.A. appeal is well underway. The goal that 
the Diocese established at $36,988.48. Every dollar that 
you give this year to the D.M.A. will result in 80 cents 
going to the Diocese of New Ulm and 20 cents back to 
the parish. Even if we exceed our goal, the contributed 
monies will still be divided out 80/20, with the 80% 
going to the Diocese and 20% to Holy Rosary. Thank 
you for your support. 

During the season of Advent, Loyola students are 
spending time in prayer and reaching out to those in need.   
Intermediate and High School students are creating 

Christmas baskets for  members of local par ishes;  
Primary School students are collecting baby items to be 
distributed through Birthright. Christmas baskets will be 
presented at Masses on Dec 16 (Intermediate) and 21 (HS);  
Baby gifts will be presented to Birthright during Advent 
Prayer on December 22. 

Loyola will host a State of the School gathering on 

Monday evening, December 14. Join us for  supper  at 
5pm, presentations at 6:00 pm, Christmas treats at 7:00 pm, 
and grades 5-12 band concert at 7:30 pm! 

Loyola Christmas concerts and programs still  

to come:   

 Dec. 17 at 7:00 pm, grades 5-8 choir, lower 

campus theater  

 Dec. 18 at 9:00 am and 1:30 pm, grades K-4, 

upper campus gym 

 Dec. 18 at 10:30 am, Preschool, upper  

campus gym 
Loyola staff continues to study protocols researched 

and recommended by Marzano and Hattie.  Our  study 
is helping us to evaluate our teaching styles and focus our 
efforts to use data to inform our instruction.  For this school 
year teacher observations are based on three protocols:  
providing rigorous learning goals, frequently checking for 
understanding during the lesson, and engaging all students 
throughout the lesson. 

WE HELP OTHERS - WHO 

Social Concerns of Holy Rosary 
would like to form a committee called 
“We Help Others”. This committee would 
serve parishioners with home needs who 
requested assistance with small projects 
such as changing a light bulb when the are 
no longer able to climb a ladder, adjusting 
the brakes of a walker, replacing elastic in pajamas, or 
writing a thank you note. Please call Darlene Schorn at  
507-345-8667 if you would like to be a part of this 
committee work. Let us know your availability and if you 
have special skills such as sewing, electrical or plumbing (to 
advise the parishioner on what is needed, i.e. a dripping 
facet, so that they can call the proper repairman). 

CALVARY CEMETERY WREATHS 

Calvary Cemetery is now taking orders for 
Christmas Wreaths to be placed on your loved 
one’s graves. For further information, please go to 
www.calvarymankato.wordpress.com or call 
Terry Miller at 507-955-1010. 

DIOCESAN MINISTRIES APPEAL 

Thank you for your generosity to the 2015 Diocesan 
Ministries Appeal. As we go to press, we have already 
received $9,505.00 even.  Thank you for your support. As a 
result of your generosity, we will already receive back 20% 
or $1,901.00. By joining others around the Diocese in 
support of these ministries, we can offer Catholic Charities 
counseling to our neighbors in need and we support 
programs for youth as well as adults in the Church who are 
doing Christ’s work. Our contributions make us one of the 
merciful. If you have not made your pledge or given a gift, 
please pick up an envelope at the entrance to the Church or 
make use of the envelope that was mailed to you. Please 
remember that any additional monies that we receive will 
support our parish project of covering our Diocesan United 
Fund assessment that we must pay before the close of the 
fiscal year on June 30, 2016 of some $65,000.00.   

If you are able, please consider becoming a member or 
continuing a membership to the Bishop’s Guild for people 
who are able to contribute $1,000.00 or more to the D.M.A.  

This year a new feature has been added – online giving. 
You can now go on the Diocesan web site www.dnu.org 
and make your donation/pledge the. Please be as generous 
as your heart will allow! 
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JUBILEE OF FAMILIES – JANUARY 3, 2016  
CATHEDRAL OF THE HOLY TRINITY – NEW ULM  

Here in the diocese we will celebrate the Jubilee of 
Families on January 3, 2016 with a Holy Mass with 
Bishop LeVoir at the Cathedral of the Holy Trinity in 
New Ulm followed by a celebration and reception. 
Within this Jubilee Year of Mercy, Pope Francis has 
called for a Jubilee of Families, a time to lift up the 
families of the world in a special way in order that they 
can be renewed through the consolation, pardon, and 
hope that this year brings. As an immediate spiritual 
preparation for the jubilee there will be a nine day 
novena, containing a prayer, along with suggested 
family activities, readings, etc., available through the 
parish, as well as posted on the diocesan Web site, 
www.dnu.org for families to pray together. We 
encourage all families to pray the novena together 
whether you will be attending the celebration at the 
Cathedral or joining the celebration spiritually from 
your home parish. We ask that all families that are 
planning to attend the Jubilee Mass and celebration enter 
the Cathedral through the Holy Door of Mercy, the main 
door at the front of the Cathedral. Let us join together as 
a diocesan family to celebrate and uplift all families of 
the world on January 3, 2016. We look forward to 
seeing you there.  

BECOMING CATHOLIC? 

Do you know of someone who would be 
interested in becoming a full member of the 
Catholic Church and a full member of Holy Rosary 
parish? Evangelization begins not with a bulletin, 
but rather being a Good News person and talking to someone 
that you know in your house or your neighborhood who is 
seeking a deeper relationship with the Lord. 

Last year, we received some six members into full 
communion in the Catholic Church. Please contact the parish 
office if you know of someone or perhaps that “someone” can 
call the parish office as well to learn more about what it 
requires to become a member of the Catholic faith. Please call 
387-6501. Classes will begin in January of 2016! 

EDUCATION COMMITTEE MEETING 

MINUTES - OCTOBER 22, 2015 

The Holy Rosary Education Committee meeting 
gathered on Thursday, October 22nd. All members of  
the committee were in attendance. The meeting opened 
with prayer. 

Pastor’s Comments: Father spoke about how he was 
pleased with the transition that has taken place and the 
smooth start to the new academic year. He noted the 
increase in enrollment and the gratitude for the C.C.W. and 
those who assisted in upgrading the classrooms and new 
equipment. The students have noticed the physical change 
to the facility and appear to be responding in their behavior. 
Father commended Cathy for all of her efforts and noted 
that the first year is a real learning curve, as everything is 
new. But so far, so good. Father also thanked the committee 
for all of their efforts and direction through this newly 
established committee. 

Director’s Comments: Cathy also expressed gratitude 
to the pastor, catechists, volunteers and all who have 
assisted in the process of educating our youth in the faith. 
Cathy developed further the enrollment statistics that have 
increased exponentially, tuition income, Living Rosary and 
the re-establishment of the Christmas program for the grade 
school students. 

Old Business: Catechetical Sunday was reviewed with 
plans to have the students walk in with the procession at all 
three Masses. Classes will all make posters that will be 
displayed in the church as to what they will be studying in 
the upcoming academic year. VIRTUS training was 
reviewed as it is a requirement for all volunteers through 
the Diocese of New Ulm. 

New Business:  

Reboot Live - The “Reboot” evening was discussed. 
Everyone felt it was stewardship well spent, with Holy 
Rosary having one of the largest representations of youth at 
the event. All agreed that the evening was a little bit long 
for the students, but the participation of the students was 
very high. The committee is grateful for the parent and 
student support.   

Class Masses - In an attempt to get the youth more 
involved in the sacramental life of the church, youth 
Masses will be established with classes working together to 
provide the various ministries from lector, ushers, etc.  
The 10:00 am Mass on November 22nd will feature grades  
9-11. The 10:00 am Mass on December 6th will feature 
grades 7-8.  

Christmas Program - The Chr istmas program that 
is being re-established will be held on Sunday,  
December 13th at 12:30 pm. The committee addressed at 
length the many details from rehearsals to providing a 
potluck meal to the location of the play in the school gym, 
etc. A complimentary meal for all those who wish to come 
down to the social hall will be held after the December 13th 

Mass and will include a catered hot dish, buns and 
beverage. Parents are being asked to bring a salad or a 
desert to pass as well.  

First Reconciliation: The parent meeting for First 
Reconciliation has been set. A discussion was held about 
what is significant to be shared with the parents, what was 
helpful in the past, etc. The date for First Reconciliation has 
been set for January 24th, 2016 at 3:00 pm in the main church. 

The next Education Committee meeting has been set 
for November 30th at 7:00 p.m. (Due to the winter weather 
this meeting was cancelled and will be re-scheduled in 
early 2016.) 

The meeting closed in prayer.  


