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familiar location, before one of the famous gates, the 
“Water Gate”. (No connection to President Nixon!) Yet, 
when the people hear the prophet’s spiritual 
“interpretation”, there is a spiritual “meltdown” as they 
weep because the law is both strong and demanding. The 
Good News ends with the prophet “interpreting” not “smoke 
and fire”, but rather “smiles and faith”. For the prophet says to 
the people; “Do not be saddened this day, for rejoicing in the 
Lord must be your strength.” 

If we jump to the Gospel from St. Luke, it is almost a 
mirrored image of the First Reading from the Book of 
Nehemiah. But rather than the Prophet Ezra  “interpreting” 
the scriptures and the law to the people, instead we have the 
person of Jesus “interpreting” the scriptures. But it is one 
thing to “interpret” what God says. It is a whole other thing 
to DECLARE that what God is saying “is also what I am 

saying as the ‘Son of God’”. For Jesus ends this gospel 
passage with those Good News words: “TODAY, THIS 
SCRIPTURE PASSAGE IS FULFILLED IN YOUR 
HEARING.” For Jesus “interprets” once and for all the words 
of the scriptures from Isaiah about the coming of the Messiah 
as now a lived reality! WOW! A pretty brave interpretation!  
And as a result, Jesus starts a SPIRITUAL FIRE! 

In my situation of my electrical problem, it is one thing 
to “interpret” the problem as electrical, it something quite 
different to “interpret” the problem so specifically as a 
breaker meltdown. Jesus also specifically “interprets” the 
scriptures that  He Himself is the fulfillment of the prophet 
of the coming of the Messiah! 

We are only two and half weeks out from Ash 
Wednesday on February 10th. Will we interpret that time 
through the “calendar” as a time of just another 40 days of our 
life, or will we “interpret” that time through “Christ” as a time 
of 40 days to light a spiritual fire in the Church so that when 
the Easter fire is lit on Holy Saturday, not just a candle but 
Christ will be on fire in our hearts! God love you! 

 
 

Rev. Paul van de Crommert, Pastor 

For any priest, perhaps the most 
familiar place for him (even more 
familiar than the sanctuary where he 
offers Mass and preaches), is the 
sacristy where all the pre-Mass and 
post-Mass preparations take place. Holy Rosary is blessed 
with a beautiful, and large sacristy that functions very well 
for our post-Vatican II liturgies, even though it was built in 
1950, in pre-conciliar times. And just as many older homes 
were built with tiny kitchens, many Catholic churches built 
incredibly small sacristies that could barely accommodate 
the priest and the servers. 

So, with all of that “sacristy background”, I came into 
that familiar space this past Wednesday morning for the 
8:30 am Mass and immediately sensed something was 
wrong. There was a smell in the air that smelled anything 
like the sweet smell of incense as many sacristies possess 
this lingering smell that permeates every crevice and 
corner. What I smelled instead in that most familiar space 
was what I “interpreted” to be a prelude to a fire; a burning, 
bitter, plastic burning smell. 

I opened the door, in spite of the winter cold and 
brought a summer fan down from the choir loft. When I 
came near the breaker panel, the smell intensified. I 
“interpreted” that it was an electrical problem. As I was 
waiting for Mass to start I was getting a sickening feeling in 
my stomach, just breathing in this toxic air. 

Fearful of fire, the staff contacted our local electrician 
that morning. Even though my electrical ability ends after I 
put on a switch plate, screw in a bulb or turn on or off a 
light switch, I had indeed diagnosed an electrical problem. 
For one of the electrical breakers in the panel was 
“literally” having a meltdown. No one knows for certain 
what the cause of this is, but it is all repaired and both the 
smell and potential serious problem is now history. 

Today’s readings on this Third Sunday in Ordinary 
Time are all about diagnosis and “Interpretation” to be 
exact. But in today’s readings, there is no “interpretation” 
of a “smell” but rather the “scriptures”. There is no “sense” 
that something is “wrong”, but rather a sense of something 
“really good”. 

For in the First Reading from the Book of Nehemiah, 
the prophet Ezra publicly reads to the people the Torah the 
sacred book of the law or the scriptures. The people have 
encountered great suffering because of the Babylonian 
captivity and now they have returned to the Promised Land, 
rebuilt their temple and the prophet is once again 
“interpreting” the scriptures and the laws of God in a very 

        “He said to them, ‘Today, this scripture passage is 

fulfilled in your hearing’.”  

                                                                 - St. Luke  

UPCOMING PARISH MEETINGS 
1) Holy Rosary Worship Committee –  

Monday, January 25th, at 7:00 pm, Conference Room #1 

2) Holy Rosary Pastoral Council Meeting –  
Thursday January 28th, 7:00 pm, Conference Room #1 

3) *Holy Rosary Council of Catholic Women –  

Monday, February 1st, 7:00 pm, Conference Room #1 

4) *Holy Rosary Finance Council –  

Monday, February 8th, 7:00 pm, Conference Room #1 

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 
“...mercy is manifested in its true and proper aspect 

when it restores to value, promotes and draws good from 
all the forms of evil existing in the world and in man. 
Understood in this way, mercy constitutes the fundamental 
content of the messianic message of Christ and the 
constitutive power of His mission.”      - St. John Paul II  
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Adult (116) $ 7,040.00  
Electronic Giving 2,150.25 
Junior 73.55 
Plate 199.35 
Fuel Donation 25.00 
K of C’s Fuel Donation 500.00 
K of C’s Religious Education Donation 300.00 
Stole Fee 250.00 
Payroll Tax Reimbursement 20.31 
Investment/Interest Income 3,316.48 
 
Grand Total $ 13,874.94 

*(Our weekly budget is set at $12,900.00) 

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 

STEWARDSHIP 

In the coming days you will be receiving your 
contribution statements along with a brief letter of 
explanation of our parish finances as we do at Holy 
Rosary on a quarterly basis. Suffice it to say, your 
stewardship has been pretty tremendous. If your 
contributions continue as they have been, we can be 
assured of a very sound financial year at the close of 
June 2016. 

Again this week, we surpassed our budgeted needs. 
Since we had such a cold weekend and our largest 
attendance was the Saturday evening Mass, Monday 
morning indicated that we would not make budget. Yet, 
God provides and we received more than $3,000.00 in 
interest from our investment income. 

Since the start of July 1st, we have had only TWO 
WEEKENDS that our total offerings were below our 
budgeted needs. That is pretty amazing. But that is because 
you are pretty amazing. Thank you for your gifts!!!  

MORE NEW ALTAR SERVERS 

Over the past two weeks on Wednesday evening, 
during the time of our religious education classes, Father 
has been spending several hours training and further 
training 10 more servers to assist at the altar for the 
weekend Masses. We are so very blessed as a parish that 
we have so many young people willing to give of their 
time and talent to serve. In a special way we welcome 
our new servers who will begin serving for the first time 
at Holy Rosary. These young men and women are as 
follows: Duram & Quinn Kelly, Timothy Cain, Walter 
Michels, and Hannah Linnes. May your faithful service 
at God’s altar one day in the future bless our parish with 
more holy vocations to the priesthood, matrimony and 
religious life.  

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION STUDENTS 

PARTICIPATE IN SATURDAY NIGHT MASS! 
Thank you to all the 4th – 6th grade students who 

played a part in the Mass on Saturday, January 16th, 
whether it was serving, reading, greeting people, 
carrying up the gifts, being part of the procession, or 
handing out bulletins. You did a great job and you did it 
with enthusiasm! I heard very favorable comments on 
how nice it was to see and hear the students! Next up, 
with a date TBD, is grades 1 – 3.   

FIRST RECONCILIATION IS THIS SUNDAY! 
As our second grade students make 

their First Reconciliation this Sunday, 
please pray that the Holy Spirit will guide 
them on their faith journey and that God 
will forgive them when they ask for it.  First 
Reconciliation is THIS SUNDAY at 3:00 PM. 

EDUCATION COMMITTEE UPDATE 

The Holy Rosary Education Committee met on 
Thursday, January 21st. Look for an update in a  
future bulletin! 

 

UPCOMING DATES 
January 24th: First Reconciliation at 3:00 pm – 2nd Graders 

January 27th: Grades 1 – 6 meet from 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm 

February 3rd: Grades 7 – 11 meet from 7:00 pm to 8:30 
pm. Social Hour/Pizza available from 6:00 pm to 6:50 pm. 
(A $3 donation is suggested for pizza.) 

February 10th: Grades 1 – 6 meet from 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm 

February 17rh: Grades 7 – 11 meet from 7:00 pm to 8:30 
pm. Social Hour/Pizza available from 6:00 pm to 6:50 pm. 
(A $3 donation is suggested for pizza.) 

February 24th: Grades 1 – 6 meet from 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 

FUEL FUND 
As in the past, we are once again this year 

holding our annual Fuel Fund in order to defray at 
least part of the expenses needed to cover the cost 
of heating our city block of buildings. Attached to 
last week’s bulletin was an envelope for you to 
assist in defraying some our costs for fuel. You are also 
welcome to take an envelope and mark it “Fuel Fund” and 
note it on the memo of your check.  

Last year the parish spent $20,611.47 on heating our 
parish buildings. Our Fuel Fund Appeal brought in about 
25% of the total expenses or $5,209.00 to be exact. This 
year, because of the milder winter and upgrading the rectory 
furnace of 1949, we have spent so far $5,531.00. To date, 
we have received $575.00 in this fiscal year of 2015-2016 
for the Fuel Fund. 

Thank you for your generosity in the past and thank you 
for your generosity that will be forthcoming. Thank you for 
your relentless stewardship. 
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Sunday, Jan. 24: Third Sunday in Ordinary Time - 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity  

 2:00 pm – Christian Unity Prayer Service at First  
                        Presbyterian Church, Redwood Falls 
 3:00 pm – First Reconciliation Service  
                       (three priests will be in attendance) 

Monday, Jan. 25: Conversion of St Paul the Apostle 

 8:05 am – Rosary  
 8:30 am – Mass - Don Haley† 
 7:00 pm – Worship Committee Meeting (Conf. Rm. 1)  

Tuesday, Jan. 26: Ss. Timothy and Titus, Bishops 

 7:00 am – Mass at Ss. Peter & Paul 
 8:15 am – Mass at St. John the Baptist  
 7:00 pm – Wake Service for Mathias Backhaus† 
   (Mankato Mortuary) 

Wednesday, Jan. 27: Weekday (St. Angela Merici, Virgin) 

 9:00 am – Mass at Loyola Primary School & High School 
   (Fr. Paul) - Bob Lager† 
 11:00 am – Funeral Mass - Mathias Backhaus† 
   6:00 pm – Holy Rosary Choir Practice 
 6:00 pm – Grades 1 - 6 Rel. Ed. Classes 

Thursday, Jan. 28: Saint Thomas Aquinas, Priest and 
Doctor of the Church 

 8:05 am – Rosary  
 8:30 am – Mass - Jan Schwarz† 
    10:15 am – Holy Communion Service at Pathstone  
 7:00 pm – Pastoral Council Meeting (Conf. Rm. 1)  

 7:30 pm – K of C General Meeting  

Friday, Jan. 29: Weekday  

 8:05 am – Rosary  
 8:30 am – Mass - John Drummer† 
 4:30 pm – Wedding Rehearsal  

Saturday, Jan. 30: Weekday 

 2:00 pm – Wedding (Jonathon Mader & Marykay Bergeron) 
 4:30 pm – Sacrament of Reconciliation  
 4:30 pm – Rosary 
 5:00 pm – Mass - Margaret & Leonard Wittry† 

Sunday, Jan. 31: Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 7:30 am – Rosary 
 8:00 am – Mass - Betty Brown† 
 9:30 am – Rosary 
 10:00 am – Mass - People of the Parish  
                          (Nursery, Pre-K Sunday School &  
                            CLW during the 10:00 am Mass) 

THE WEEK AHEAD 

Lectors 

 5:00 pm: JoAnn Borchert  
 8:00 am: Linda Olson   
10:00 am:  Jim Theuninck 

Eucharistic Ministers  

 5:00 pm: Ruth Fitterer, Karen Etzell, Eileen 
Wadekamper, Tom & Mary Clare Wyrowski, 
*Mary Beth Nygaard 

 8:00 am: Mike Brumm, Gene Brandt, Steve & Shelly 
Bauer, Michelle Ellingworth, *Dawn Matz 

10:00 am: Deb Stachon, John Kuchinka, Dennis Haga, 
Kristin Cain, Jackie Cesario, *Rick Gruber 

Altar Servers 

 5:00 pm: Rayna Gruenes (Cross, Book, Bell),  

Riley Gruenes, Jonathan Hull 
 8:00 am: Grace & Ben Ellingworth,  

Braeden Otto (Cross, Book, Bell) 
10:00 am:     Sheamus & Elias Westermann, Hailey Barker 

Presentation of Gifts 
 2016 Confirmandi Families 

 5:00 pm: Tommy Bigaouette Family  
 8:00 am: Erin McGraw Family  
10:00 am: Rob Meidl Family  

Ushers 

 5:00 pm: Marcy & Tom Koch, Mark Weingartz,  
Bob Meyer (Head Usher) 

 8:00 am: Paul Harguth, Doug Homan, Bill Cahalan,  
Chris Sturm (Head Usher) 

10:00 am:  Bob & Barb Wegscheid, Bob Stachon,  
Doug Helget (Head Usher) 

 Music Ministry           

 5:00 pm: Tom Bachman/Jeanne Makela 
 8:00 am: Lori Christiansen/Vicki Galli 
10:00 am: Myra Schroepfer/Vicki Galli 

 Rosary Leaders        

 5:00 pm: Paul Stevens  
 8:00 am:  Margaret Ayers  
10:00 am: Curt & Donna Stanke 

Money Counters for January/February/March 2016:  

Bill Fasnacht, Shirleen Gulden, Jan Nelson,  

Carl Steffensmeier  

Bulletin Folders for January 2016: 

Anne Frederick, Betty Rykhus, Dolores Portz, Pat Lyons 

JAN. 30 - 31 LITURGICAL ROLES 

BANNS OF MARRIAGE (III) 

Jonathon Mader & Marykay Bergeron – January 30, 
2016,  Holy Rosary Church 

STILL YOUNG AT HEART! 
Our prayers and best wishes go out to 

Charlie Frost who celebrated this past 
Saturday his 93rd birthday! Our best wishes 
to him as one of our oldest members who is 
still living in his own home! May God grant 
Charlie both health and happiness! God bless you! 
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LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYERS… 

PRAYERS AND SUPPORT FOR  
ALL OF OUR SICK AND INJURED  
OF HOLY ROSARY PARISH 

Our prayers go out to all of the sick and 
injured in our parish who are at home, in the 
hospital, nursing homes or assisted-living 
residences. May God bless them and keep 
them under His guidance and protection!  

FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL 
Glee Hodapp, Cheryl Edwards, Pat Roemhildt, Luella 

Henning, Gladys Thul, Patricia Bell, Susan Larson, David 
Makela, Cindy Johannsen, Dan Senesac, Loretta Becker, 
Canton Polk, Mona Wakholz, Ruth Gag, Charles Ulman, 
Kathy Meyer, Daniel Crowley, Marilyn Rieff, Donna 
Peterson, Juliette Shamp, Ruth Baker, Ruth  Fitterer, Jane 
Keltgen, Isaac Kolstad, Mary Jane Ledwein, Doris Lorentz, 
Bill Goettlicher, Krystal Portz, Steve Fitterer, Gabriel Speckel, 
Shannon Murphy, Lisa LaPoint Leland, David Bruender 

FOR OUR FAMILIES 

Monday Steven & Nancy Braun 
Tuesday No Mass  
Wednesday Jonathon Mader & Marykay Bergeron 
Thursday Gary & Brenda Gavin 
Friday              Andrew & Nicole Bear 
Saturday Jerome & Patricia Kopel 
Sunday  Kenneth & Denise Kuehner 

FOR THOSE IN THE MILITARY 

Nick Blace Timothy Eick  Ben Barsness 
Jared Hiniker Matt McGraw Sean O’Dea 
Ann Winkler Christopher Schmidt  Daniel Fitterer  
Dana Schiller Jonathan Heintz Anna Drummer 
Mark Hansen William Backes  

PRAYER CHAIN 

If you, or someone you know, would like to 
be included in our prayer chain, please call  
Karen Etzell, 387-7877.  

Mon: Acts 22:3-16 or 9:1-22/Mk 16:15-18 (519)  
Tues: 2 Tm 1:1-8 or Ti 1:1-5 (520)/Mk 3:31-35 (318)  
Wed: 2 Sm 7:4-17/Mk 4:1-20 (319)  
Thurs:
Fri: 2 Sm 11:1-4a, 5-10a, 13-17/Mk 4:26-34 (321)  
Sat: 2 Sm 12:1-7a, 10-17/Mk 4:35-41 (322) 
Sun: Jer 1:4-5, 17-19/1 Cor 12:31—13:13 or 13:4-

13/Lk 4:21-30 (72) 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

LENTEN SCRIPTURE COURSE 2016  

 “MAKING SENSE OF THE GOSPELS TODAY” 

The Education Committee discussed some time 
back the possibility of doing an Adult Education 
course perhaps during the Lenten Season for a 
series of weeks on the Sacred Scriptures. As pastor, 
I am certainly open to teaching a basic foundational course on 
the Sacred Scriptures, as I have done such courses in the past. 
As this year it appears that we will not have any candidates for 
full-communion into the Church this Easter, pastorally I will 
have a bit more time as last year I was taking on that 
instruction for a couple of hours each week. 

However, preparing to teach a basic course of this nature 
does involves some serious time of preparation. I want to be 
assured that the time is well spent and that we have a 
respectable number of people signed up for the course. I feel 
that the most reasonable days would be either Sunday or 
Wednesday evening. We would most likely go for 1½ to 2 hrs, 
with a break and perhaps some discussion in between.  

Below is a simple form that you can fill out and return to 
the Parish Office in person, by placing it in the collection 
basket, or through the mail. You may also call the Parish 
Office at 387-6501 and inform the staff of your interest. There 
will be no charge, just a spiritual, Lenten commitment that you 
will be faithful to come to the classes for the five weeks of 
Lent. I would ask that you would indicate your intentions by 
no later than February 5th. If I have at least 40 or more people 
signed up, I will proceed with the class. (At this point, we have 
not even had a week pass since my announcement, and we are 
already at some 25 souls who have signed up. I guess I had 
better start studying my scriptures!) In the past, people have 
found my classes interesting, engaging and the time flew by 
both for the teacher and the students. It would be a good 
Lenten resolution to attend this class and to deepen your faith 
and knowledge of the Sacred Scriptures that you hear every 
Sunday. (I assure you that small group discussion will be at a 
minimum as a number of you have asked about this and do not 
wish to be involved in much of this classroom style.) 

REGISTRATION 

LENTEN SCRIPTURE COURSE 2016  
 

First Name:  ___________________________  

Last Name:  ___________________________  

Phone Number:  ________________________  

Preferred Time to Meet (Please mark  ALL of 
the times that would work for you): 

Wednesdays at 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm 

Sundays at 2:00 pm - 4:00 pm 

Sundays at 6:30 pm - 9:00 pm 
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STEWARDSHIP CORNER 

Diocesan United Fund (D.U.F.) Diocesan Priest Pension 
Fund/ Medical,  Care Comp Ins, and Priest Care Fund:                                          
 Pd. to Date: $  37,441.98 
 DUE: $ 65,081.69 

Annual Diocesan Ministries Appeal (D.M.A.): 
 Rec’d. to Date: $ 26,065.00 

Loyola Catholic School “Investment”: 
 Pd. to Date: $ 125,000.00 
 DUE: $ 234,000.00 

  

Total Paid to Date 2015-16:  $  188,506.98 
Apostolate stewardship for 2015-16: $ 325,146.69 

*So far this year we have contributed @ 62% of our 
total parish commitments. 

This week Holy Rosary paid out another $5,000.00 
for the support of Loyola Catholic School. (Do not 
forget that Catholic Schools Week is from January 31st – 
February 6th!) 

Our D.M.A. Appeal is continuing for the Diocese of 
New Ulm. The goal that the Diocese established has 
been set at $36,988.48. To date we have taken in 
through pledges and gifts a total of $26,065.00. (*This is 
almost a $1,000.00 increase from last week.) Every 
dollar that you give this year to the D.M.A. will result in 
80 cents going to the Diocese of New Ulm and 20 cents 
back to the parish. Even if we exceed our goal, the 
contributed monies will still be divided out 80/20, with 
the 80% going to the Diocese and 20% to Holy Rosary. 
Thank you for your support. 

On Monday, January 18, Loyola staff members 
attended the Diocesan Together in Faith day hosted by 
Sacred Heart school in Waseca.  Keynote speaker, Bishop 
Andrew Cozzens of the Diocese of St. Paul/Minneapolis, 
spoke of gratitude and growing in our life of prayer.    

Thursday, January 21 marked the end of our second 

quarter.  There were no classes on Fr iday, January 22, 
as staff worked on curriculum development, grading, and 
report cards. 

On Thursday we welcomed the MN Museum of 

Science to Loyola.  Presentations included  
ELECTRICITY, for students in grades 3-5 and WATER, 
for students in K-2.  Students from Immanuel Lutheran and 
Good Shepherd joined us for the presentations. 

Our senior class retreat will be at Koinonia Retreat 
Center January 27-29.    

Save the date...Open House at Loyola on March 8, 

2016, 5-8pm.  Are you cur ious about what Loyola offers 
students and families?   Do you have a preschool child?  Do 
you have an incoming kindergarten student or a child who 
is in elementary, middle or high school who is looking to 
make a school change?  These open house events are for 
you!  Come and meet Loyola teachers, learn about 
curriculum, activities and athletics, and take a tour. There 
will be elementary, intermediate and high school breakout 
sessions at 5:15pm and 6:45pm and a 6pm presentation by 
administration followed by a Q&A session. Come for part--
or all--of the evening and see how Loyola is guiding 
students to their full potential, walking with them in faith, 
and equipping them to serve and lead.  

National Catholic Schools Week begins on January 
31. Plan to join us and Bishop Quinn on Wednesday, 
February 3 at 9:30am at SSPP church when we gather for 
our all school Mass.  All are welcome. 

Loyola Hall of Fame Nominations are Open. The 
Schola Foundation invites nominations for the Loyola Hall of 
Fame. These outstanding individuals contribute significantly 
to the betterment of Loyola Catholic School and exemplify 
Loyola’s core values in their careers, communities,  
churches and/or alma mater. Send your recommendation, 
including why the person should be considered to 
advancement@loyolacatholicschool.org by February 1.  

SINCERE SYMPATHY 

To the family of  Mathias Backhaus†   

                             -May he rest in peace. 

K. OF C. COUNCIL #5551 NEWS  

Jan 28  -  General Meeting  
Feb 7  -  Pancake Breakfast    

BIRTHRIGHT RAFFLE 
Tickets are again available for the annual Benefit for 

Birthright raffle. They may be purchased and dropped off at 
the parish office. For more information, please contact David 
Mutch at 387-5406. 

40 DAY’S FOR LIFE 

Mankato’s 40 Days for Life team invites you and your 
family to participate in the area’s first 40 Days Lenten 
Campaign. The Lenten Campaign runs from February 10th 
to March 20th. Please join us! Call Brenda Voracek (507-
625-5008) or  Mary Kay Goettl (507-213-1486) to schedule 
a prayer time. You may also schedule a prayer time online. 
A kick-off rally will be held on February 9th at 5:50 pm at 
Ss. Peter and Paul Catholic Church in Xavier Hall - Upper 
room on the 4th floor. We hope you and your family will 
join us! Let’s make a difference together! 

CALLING ALL SCOUTS AND SCOUTERS, 

PAST AND PRESENT:  

Please join us at Holy Rosary’s 10:00 am Mass on 
Sunday, February 7, 2016 to celebrate the 50th Anniversary 
of Cub Scout Pack 171. Pancake Breakfast to follow – see 
you there! 
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PRAYER SERVICE FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY 

On Sunday, January 24, 2016, Christians throughout 
south-central Minnesota are being invited to come 
together for an Ecumenical Celebration of the Word of 
God. This prayer service is being held in observance of the 
annual Week of Prayer for Christian Unity and will take 
place at First Presbyterian Church in Redwood Falls 

beginning at 2:00 pm. (235 East 4th Street, Redwood 
Falls) All are invited to attend!  

BABY ITEMS NEEDED 

The Council of Catholic Women will 
again reach out to newborn babies in the 
local area by collecting items.  A gift is 
sometimes just what is needed to support 
someone in a difficult situation.  Items can 
be left in the pac-n-play at the main entry of the Church or in 
the bassinets at the side entrances.  NEW ITEMS ONLY!  
Most needed:  newborn-9-24 months outfits, diapers, baby 
wipes, diaper rash cream, baby bath towels & wash cloths, 
receiving blankets, bibs, infant socks (0-12 months), baby 
layettes, long sleeve onesies, baby books, small toys.  Checks 
or cash will be used to purchase needed items - please put 
any monetary gifts in an envelope marked "Baby Shower" 
and place them in the collection basket, and we will do the 
shopping for you.  February 7th will be the last day for 
collection.  Thanks for your help! 

“PLANNING FOR OUR FUTURE”  

- BULLETIN INSERT 

The need for the continued and active implementation of 
the Fourth Plan for Parishes is apparent. Consequently, my 
column in the January 2016 issue of The Prairie Catholic is 
about pastoral planning, as was my column in the November 
2015 issue. There will continue to be meetings in parishes 
and discussions. But there is a need to communicate more 
widely about pastoral planning. 

Enclosed please find a bulletin insert entitle “Planning 
for Our Future.” It contains information on both sides of the 
page and is made to be inviting for people to read. 

I appreciate all that the priests and pastoral administrator 
are doing to move the pastoral planning process forward. 
There is much work being done. Tom Keaveny and I are 
active in this process and would be happy to come to meet 
with you and your parishioners, or to assist you in any way 
you think would help pastoral planning to move forward. 

        - Bishop John LeVoir, 4th Bishop of New Ulm 

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY  

 This week, in which we begin the Third 
Sunday in Ordinary Time, we also begin as a 
Church a week of prayer for Christian Unity. 
Every morning when I get up and I say my 
morning prayer that I have said since I was in 
grade school, the prayer always ends with the 
words “…victory over obstacles for Christian 
unity”. In spite of the fact that the ecumenical movement has 
been in existence since the reforms of the Second Vatican 
Council, it sometimes appears that our strides, simply among 
the Christian churches to work together in the smallest of 
ways, is still in its infancy. 

Over the past weeks I, as pastor and a member of the 
Board of Trustees of Loyola have been in grass-roots 
consultation with lay leadership of the greater Mankato area 
of how, for instance, we might become more united in our 
education of our youth particularly through Christian 
education. We are blessed to have a Catholic School in our 
Mankato community, but the cost to run this school is 
becoming more challenging with each passing year. I and 
others are working on how we can be more open to other 
Christians to share in our apostolate of educating our youth. 
Presently, some 20% of our students at Loyola are of other 
Christian faiths. May we pray that the “unity” we pray for 
among Christians is more than just a prayer, but a lived reality. 

                                                              - Father 

WINE & FOOD PAIRING - MARCH 19TH 

As the old saying goes: 
“Three times is a charm”. 
There has been already two 
different dates discussed for 
the Wine and Food Pairing 
Event. THIS IS OUR FINAL 
ANSWER. THE DATE 
FOR THIS GREAT EVENT WILL BE 

SATURDAY, MARCH 19TH!  So, our apologies to 
those that wrote those other dates on your calendars! 
The reason the date had to be changed is that the date 
was determined before the committee had their first 
meeting. There are always conflicts with schedules and 
this was no exception. What has not changed is that we 
will be serving a four-course-dinner along with your 
favorite wines at the modest price of just $50.00 per 
person ($45.00 for early bird). 

This year we are going to approach this fundraiser in 
a new way. With the final date agreed upon the meal 
will not be hosted in the school gym (as previously 
stated in this bulletin), but instead in our parish social 
hall downstairs following the Saturday night Mass for 
Palm Sunday. We will begin with a social around  
6:00 pm and then go onto the meal. We will again, like 
the Fall Festival, be selling tickets in advance as it 
makes for a much more accurate count. Tickets will be 
going on sale beginning February 1st! We are hoping to 
sell 150 tickets this year, which is a modest goal. 

Those of you who have gone in past years know first-
hand how much fun the evening is and it is a great time 
to connect with the many wonderful people of Holy 
Rosary and beyond!  Please call the Parish Office and 
speak to Jim Theuninck at 345-6828 to pre-register this 
week. We hope to see you all there. 




