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Jesus said to them in reply: “Go and tell John what you 

hear and see: the blind regain their sight, the lame walk, 

lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, 

and the poor have the good news proclaimed to them.”  

                                                              - St. Matthew  

Gaudete! Rejoice! We believe 
by faith that our God is coming to 
judge the living and the dead. If we 
have been faithful to Christ and 
have avoided a life of sin, this is 
truly JOYFUL NEWS! However, in 
the immediacy of the moment, we 
REJOICE because we are nearing 
the great feast of Christmas which 
is only a couple of weeks away. So, 
we take a little spiritual reprieve by 
changing the liturgical colors to “rose” (some of you refer to it 
as “pink”), and the tone of the readings are filled with JOYFUL 
signs of the presence of the Holy One of God! 

One key way that I try to find out the Good News of God 
revealing Himself through the readings, for a particular 
weekend, is by seeing what all the readings share in common 
and, most particularly, the First Reading and the Gospel 
passage. This weekend is really easy, as the First Reading from 
the Prophet Isaiah is almost the exact words of the Divine 
Savior in the gospel. 

For in the First Reading, the Prophet Isaiah states that the 
Good News “signs” of the presence of God in our midst will be 
as follows: “…Then will the eyes of the blind be opened, the 
ears of the deaf be cleared; then will the lame leap like a 
stag, then the tongue of the mute will sing.” Then, in the 
Gospel from St. Matthew, when the disciples of John the 
Baptist come to Jesus, wondering if He is the long-awaited 
Messiah, Jesus tells almost the exact words of the prophet by 
saying: “…Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind 
regain their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, the 
deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have the Good 
News proclaimed to them.” From these two readings we can 
conclude that God’s presence is made real through really 
GOOD or GREAT signs around us. 

A liturgical “sign” that the presence of God will come in a 
special way through the Feast of Christmas is through the 
change in the color of the vestments, candle of the Advent 
Wreath and the flowers that adorn the altar. While Christ only 
came once physically as an infant; there are an infinite 
amount of Good News ways that God reveals Himself through 

small, spiritual, Good News signs of His presence in 2016, in 
the midst of this Advent season. 

Last week I told you that God worked a little miracle on 
my flat top stove, as it was something that was bothering me. 
I felt God’s Good News presence. During this Advent season I 
see many other signs of God’s presence as a priest, such as in 
those individuals who return to the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation after an absence of years and even decades. I 
see the sign of God’s presence in the strong response to the 
Holy Day this past week or to see some 50 souls at a morning 
Mass a week ago at a First Friday. I see the sign of God’s 
presence when I look to see all the cards, gifts, 
administration, and decorating that needed to be done last 
week and how, in just a week, much of it has been 
accomplished. I see God’s sign in a tranquil evening walk, with 
such favorable weather, and the fact that we still have seen 
little or no snow. I see God’s sign of His holy presence in more 
than 200 souls that came down last Saturday night to enjoy a 
common meal and an early visit from Santa! I see these signs 
and countless others happening each day in such abundance 
in this holy season of Advent. This is a special and graced 
season. 

Are you seeing God’s signs in intensity during the Advent 
season as I have been seeing them? “No”, you say! Well, 
then let’s take a final glance at St. James in the Second 
Reading. For St. James states that as we wait for the final 
coming of Christ (as well as the coming of Christmas), trying 
to see the signs, and not to lose heart if you are not seeing 
the Good News happening around you. For St. James calls to 
mind the image of a farmer who has planted the seed. As he 
looks on the surface, nothing seems to be happening. But 
what the eye cannot see, is that things are changing 
underneath the soil. So too, even though we cannot see 
beyond the clouds and eternity, the final coming of Christ is 
being worked out. So, St. James says, in the meantime, as the 
children of God, we must be patient, just as children need to 
have patience for Christmas to come and they can open the 
gifts under the tree. St. James writes: “Be patient brothers 
and sisters, until the coming of the Lord…You too must be 
patient. Make your hearts firm, because the coming of the 
Lord is at hand. Do not complain, brothers and sisters, about 
one another, that you may not be judged.” 

In this Third Week of Advent, try to look around to see 
both physically and spiritually the “GOOD NEWS SIGNS” of 
God’s presence in your life. Then, there will be no need for a 
rose color in church, for the Church members themselves will 
have rosy cheeks with excitement as we await Christmas 2016 
and the final Coming of Christ! Rejoice!!! 

 

 
 

Rev. Paul van de Crommert, Pastor    
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Adult $9,003.00 
Electronic Giving $1,462.25 
Junior $75.29 
Plate $267.50 
Christmas Flowers $705.00 
Immaculate Conception $915.00 
Christmas $25.00 
Retirement Fund for Religious $70.00 
Votive Lights $40.00 
CCW Church Cleaning Donation $312.00 
Faith Formation Supplies Refund $20.00 
Rental Income $1,930.00 

Grand Total $14,825.04 

Our weekly goal is set at $13,000.00 
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Stewardship of Gratitude 

Stewardship of Gratitude   

We had another wonderful week of stewardship at 
Holy Rosary. We had a good response to the Holy Day this 
week both in attendance and in stewardship. I am 
continually amazed at how many of our parishioners will 
mail in contributions if they have been away or if they are 
giving periodically through the year. Thank you for your 
conscious generosity. 

We are now in the process of changing our electronic 
giving server to Liturgical Publications. Contact is presently 
being made with those who are presently using this form 
of service.  The Finance Council and I believe that this new 
format will be a much easier and “user-friendly” way to 
give. The added advantage is that we can now make use 
of credit cards, so your contributions will be part of your 
monthly credit bill at the end of the month. I have been 
giving through my personal checking. I will be going to the 
credit card, as it will be even more convenient. Next 
weekend, our administrator, Jim Theuninck, will be 
speaking briefly at all of the Masses to the advantages of 
changing to our new system and to consider trying 
electronic giving which is a safe and secure financial way 
to give. Thank you, as always, for your generosity.  

Advent Penance Services 

There will be two inner-
parish penance services during 
the Advent season, beginning 
this weekend. The first service is 
THIS SUNDAY, Dec. 11th, at  
St. John the Baptist Church at 
4:00 pm in the afternoon. There will be a brief service 
followed by an opportunity of individual confessions with 
several priests in attendance to hear confessions. (*So, it 
should go quickly!) The second service will be held HERE AT 
HOLY ROSARY next Sunday, Dec. 18th, at 3:00 pm, with five 
priests available to hear individual confessions. *Please 
note the time is an hour earlier than the previous service in 
order to accommodate those wishing to attend the 
appreciation supper and a community event. (See below).   

 The homily on the Second Sunday of Advent spoke 
about the call to be “radically religious”, like both John the 
Baptist and Jesus of Nazareth. For some Catholics, receiving 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation seems simply too radical! It 
is NOT! It is one of the 7 powerful sacraments of the Church. 
May God give to us the Advent grace to come to one of 
these services even if it has been many years since we came 
to confession. (*Please note that on the week of the 4th 
Sunday of Advent, I will also be posting individual times of 
confession here at Holy Rosary.) Happy Advent! 

Volunteer Appreciation Turkey Dinner  

Sunday, December 18th - 5:00 pm 

(*Please note earlier time) 

For the past two years, Holy 
Rosary has had a Christmas social 
and celebration, acknowledging all 
those people who give so generously of their time and talent as 
volunteers in so many ways to the parish. We are blessed at 
Holy Rosary with so many volunteers who assist at the Mass 
through various ministries, serve on the various councils, 
committees and service organizations, teach our young people 
as catechists, assist at fund-raisers and help with the 
maintenance in and around the parish. We are also blessed by 
our capable staff and support staff who do so much for the 
smooth operation of the parish. This year a turkey dinner is 
being planned along with all of the trimmings. We will begin 
with a social with drinks and hors d’oeuvres, followed by a 
formal sit-down dinner in our school dining room. Invitations 
have been sent out, although it is hard to know everyone who 
has volunteered in the past year. So, please just call the Parish 
Office now and RSVP by noon on Wednesday, December 14th, 
to confirm a proper count! Those of you who have attended in 
the past, know how much fun it has been. See you there!   

Fall Festival Financial Results 

Once again, I wish to thank each and every one of you that 
have worked so hard for another EXTREMELY SUCCESSFUL fall 
November Fest that was completed less than a month ago. This 
year our gross intake before expenses came to $25,524.00. Our 
actual net profit came to $19,367.00. This is great and time 
well spent. Let’s plan to do it again next year! Thanks again! 
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The Week Ahead 

Sunday, Dec. 11: THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT (Gaudete 
“Rejoice” Sunday - ECHO Collection)  
      Religious Goods Sales after both Masses 
 11:00 am – Parish Lunch - all are invited! (Lower Hall) 
 12:30 pm – Christmas Program (Gym) 

 4:00 pm – Penance Service at St. John’s (Fr. Paul attends) 

Monday, Dec. 12: Our Lady of Guadalupe  
 8:05 am – Rosary 
 8:30 am – Mass - Alice Graere Stolz† 
 6:00 pm – Christmas Music Group Practice (Church)  

Tuesday, Dec. 13: Saint Lucy, Virgin and Martyr  
 7:00 am – Mass at Ss. Peter & Paul 
 8:15 am – Mass at St. John the Baptist   
     12:05 pm – Mass at. St. Joseph the Worker 

Wednesday, Dec. 14: Saint John of the Cross, Priest 
and Doctor of the Church  

 9:20 am – Loyola Elementary Mass (Fr. Paul) - Living &  
   Deceased Members of the Peter & Jelaine Schreiner Family 
       1:00 pm - 4:00 pm – Sewing Group (Lower Level PC)  
        5:00 pm - 5:45 pm – Youth Choir Practice 
        6:00 pm - 7:30 pm – Holy Rosary Choir Practice 
        6:00 pm - 6:50 pm – Youth Group 
        7:00 pm - 8:30 pm – Grades 7-11 Rel. Ed. Classes 

Thursday, Dec. 15: Advent Weekday  
 10:15 am – Mass at Pathstone (Fr. Paul) - David Schmidt† 
 4:30 pm – Loyola Board of Trustees Mtg. (Fr. Paul attends) 

Friday, Dec. 16: Advent Weekday 

 9:15 am  – Parishioners’ Breakfast at the Perkins  
                              Restaurant (1123 Range St) - *All are invited 
 11:00 am – Mass at SSND (Fr. Paul) - Ida Wagner† 
 1:30 pm – River of Life (Conf. Rm. 1)  

Saturday, Dec. 17: Advent Weekday  
(WeShare Kick-Off Weekend) 

 4:30 pm – Sacrament of Reconciliation  
 4:30 pm – Rosary 
 5:00 pm – Mass - Jan Schmidt† 

Sunday, Dec. 18: FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
(WeShare Kick-Off Weekend) 
 7:30 am – Rosary 
 8:00 am – Mass - People of the Parish 
 9:30 am – Rosary 
 10:00 am – Mass - Ricky Gish† 
            (Nursery, Pre-K, and CLW during the 10:00 am Mass) 

 3:00 pm – Penance Service at Holy Rosary 
 5:00 pm – Volunteer & Staff Appreciation  
                            Social & Dinner (School Cafeteria) 

As You are Making  

Your Christmas Plans… 

The great feast of Christmas is just 
around the corner. Perhaps you are again 
interested in the Christmas Mass schedule 
as you make plans with your family and 
friends. Please note that the schedule has 
remained the same as previous years: 

Saturday, Dec. 24th: 4:00 pm & 10:00 pm 
Sunday, Dec. 25th: 8:00 am & 10:00 am 

Holy Day - Thank You 

Many thanks to all of you who took the 
time to “do-over” the Sunday experience and 
to come to Mass again in the middle of the 
week. Coming to these holy days, and allowing 
to have your weekly and daily routine 
disrupted is certainly a mark of faith. It was 
nice to see such strong attendance. (*Please 
note that the stewardship for the Holy Day that is being 
reported is only 2/3rd’s as the bulletin had to go to press 
before the third Mass’ stewardship could be counted.) Thank 
you for giving honor to the Blessed Mother. 

Coming to the Faith 

This is the time of year that we are seeking out those 
souls that you may know who would like to be in full-
communion in the Catholic faith. We know at this time of at 
least two possible candidates, but perhaps you know other 
people as well. Please call the parish office or stop by if you 
know of someone or that “someone” could call us. 
Instruction will begin after January 1st on a weekly basis 
with Father Paul. Parish office: 507-387-6501  

Thank You! 
Thanks for all of the prayers, lovely 

cards, and visits helping me to recover 
from my surgery. Margie and I are truly 
blessed to be a part of the Holy Rosary 
Faith Community!             - Dennis Haga 

Save the Date – Wine and Food Pairing 

We are returning again this year to our traditional 
evening of Wine and Food Pairing at the Loose Moose. The 
date has been set for Friday, February 10th. Please save the 
date for a tasty and fun-filled evening. There will be more 
details forthcoming in the weeks ahead. All of the proceeds 
will go to support our stewardship commitment to Loyola 
Catholic School. 
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Prayers and support for all of our sick and injured 
of Holy Rosary Parish 

Our prayers go out to all of the sick and injured in our 
parish who are at home, in the hospital, nursing homes or 
assisted-living residences. May God bless them and keep 
them under His guidance and protection!   

For Those Who Are Ill & Special Needs 
Daniel Crowley, Dennis Connolly, Joe Huiras, Dennis Haga, 

Jo Lindberg, Solomon Francis Blaschko, Ruth Gag, Charles Ulman 

For Our Families 
Monday Adam & Jennifer Chelstrom 
Tuesday Ruth Baker 
Wednesday Donna Schmit 
Thursday Randy & Gale Wersal 
Friday Trevor & Jennifer Robb 
Saturday Bruce & Sandi Kinsella 
Sunday Gregory & Melissa Landsteiner 

For Those in the Military 
Nick Blace Matt McGraw William Backes 
Jared Hiniker Christopher Schmidt  Ben Barsness 
Dana Schiller Jonathan Heintz Daniel Fitterer  
Mark Hansen Timothy Eick  Anna Drummer 

Prayer Chain 

If you have a short term prayer request or 
prayer of thanksgiving for our prayer chain to 
pray for, please call Teresa Kolstad at 327-9810.   

Lord, Hear Our Prayers 

Home Visitation: If you wish to have yourself or a loved 
one receive the sacraments, Holy Communion or a personal 
pastoral visit, please call our coordinator, Lorraine Klaseus at 
507-388-4932 

This Week’s Readings 
Mon: Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/ 
               Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47  
Tues: Zep 3:1-2, 9-13/Mt 21:28-32  
Wed: Is 45:6b-8, 18, 21b-25/Lk 7:18b-23  
Thurs:
Fri: Is 56:1-3a, 6-8/Jn 5:33-36  
Sat: Gn 49:2, 8-10/Mt 1:1-17  
Sun: Is 7:10-14/Rom 1:1-7/Mt 1:18-24 

 
This Week’s Sanctuary Light Intention: 

Luciana Hill 

 

Dec. 17th - Dec. 18th, 2016 

Lectors: 
 5:00 pm Brian Eggersdorfer 
 8:00 am Linda Olson      10:00 am Roxi Lang 

Eucharistic Ministers: 
 5:00 pm Karen Winters, Nicole Hull,  
  Patrick & Wanda Hull,  
  Karen Etzell, *Brenda Voracek 

 8:00 am Michelle Ellingworth, Terri Compton,  
  Bernie Bastian, Craig Amundson,  
  Arlyce Anderson, *Julie Schoettler 

 10:00 am Mike & Diane O’Dea, Tim McGowan,  
  John Kuchinka, Kristin Cain, Russ Blaschko 

Altar Servers: 
 5:00 pm Emma Niederegger, Anna Voracek,  
  Jonathan Hull 
 8:00 am Ben & Grace Ellingworth,  
  Duram Kelly (C/B/B) 
  10:00 am    Abi Lang, Andrew Kohrs,  
  Hannah Linnes (C/B/B) 

Presentation of Gifts: 
 5:00 pm Michael Fischer Family 
 8:00 am Arlyce Anderson & Margaret Ayers 
 10:00 am Lester & Leola Kopp 

Ushers: 
 5:00 pm Ken & Pat Thiele,  
  Tom Koch, Bob Meyer (Head Usher) 
 8:00 am Doug Helget, Gary & Mary Zellmer,  
  Carl Steffensmeier (Head Usher) 
 10:00 am Jim Barker, Brandon Bernard,  
  Glenn Verschelde, Bob Wegscheid 

Music Ministry:          
 5:00 pm Cindy Gawrych/Jeanne Makela 
 8:00 am Julie Gruber/Jeanne Makela 
 10:00 am Jenny Chelstrom/Vicki Galli 

Rosary Leaders:     
 5:00 pm Karen Etzel    8:00 am Arlyce Anderson         
    10:00 am  Jeanette Barsness 

Money Counters - Dec. 2016: Bob Manwarren, Renee 
Amundson, Mary Coleman, Terri Compton 

Bulletin Folders - Dec. 2016: Ruth Fitterer, Rosal 
Molski, Mary Haley, Ken Thiele, Rose Wilson 
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Stewardship Corner 
 

Diocesan United Fund (D.U.F.), Diocesan Priest Pension 
Fund/ Medical, Care Comp Ins, Priest Care Fund, & Audit:                                    
 Pd. to Date: $42,906.66 
 DUE: $73,231.32 
 

Annual Diocesan Ministries Appeal (D.M.A.): 
 Rec’d. to Date: $15,140.00  
 DUE: $38,768.53 
 

Loyola Catholic School Assessment: 
 Pd. to Date: $60,000.00  
 DUE: $221,268.00 
  

Total Paid to Date 2016-17:         $118,046.66 
Apostolate Stewardship 2016-17:  $333,267.85 
 

We are again taking some stewardship steps forward 
this week as our grand total continues to rise. This week 
our revenue increased for the D.M.A. as the most recent 
Diocesan report increased our total by $4,825.00, to 
$15,140.00. Thank you for pushing this number up! This 
week we removed the D.M.A. envelopes in the pews and 
placed them at the entrances of the church. You are still 
encouraged to give in the weeks ahead as we strive to 
reach our goal. 

Also this week, we also moved ahead in our 
stewardship to Loyola. We gave this week another 
contribution in the amount of $10,000.00. We are about 
equal in stewardship giving as we were last year. 
Because of your generous support, we are able to keep 
our stewardship commitments to the broader 
community. We are doing well. Thank you so much!  

   THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 

“It doesn’t matter what you say you believe – it only 
matters what you do.” 

                                           - Robert Fulghum, All I Really Need to  
                                                           Know I Learned in Kindergarten  

 

Thank you to all who supported Loyola’s Holiday 
Book Fair at Barnes & Noble last weekend, and to all the 
Loyola students, staff and volunteers who provided 
music, storytime, and gift wrapping.  

Thank you to all who supported the Catholic United 
Fund Turkey BINGO event at St. Joseph the Worker 
parish in November.  CUF has awarded Loyola a matching 
grant of $1000, plus over $2500 to Loyola teachers and 
staff to purchase items for classrooms. 

Congratulations to Loyola third grade teacher Emily 
Godfredson Mack who recently received The Golden 
Apple Award through KEYC-TV. 

Loyola students and staff continue to participate in 
weekly Advent prayer services and gather Christmas gifts 
for local parish families, Birthright, and Options for 
Women/Mankato.  

Join us for our Christmas concerts and programs! 
12/15: 5-8 Grade Christmas Concert, SSPP Parish, 7pm 
12/16: Christmas at Loyola, High School Choir 

Concert, SSND Chapel, 7:30pm 
12/19: 5-12 Grade Christmas Band Concert, Loyola’s 

Upper Campus, 7pm 
12/20: K-4 Traditional Christmas Program, Loyola’s 

Upper Campus, 9am and 1:30pm 
12/20: Preschool/PreK Christmas Program, Loyola’s 

Upper Campus, 10:30am 
Save the date:  Join us for our State of the School 

meeting, January 18 at 7pm, Upper Campus. 
Mark your calendars for our next Open Houses: 

January 23 and March 14, 5:30-7:30pm on the Upper 
Campus, 145 Good Counsel Drive. Come and discover 
what it means to be part of the Loyola community!  We 
continue to offer Family Tours and Shadow Days on a day 
convenient to you. Call 507-388-0600 to schedule. 

Your parish support makes all we do, learn, and 
celebrate at Loyola possible, as we guide students to 
their full potential, walk with them in faith and equip 
them to lead and serve.   

Retirement Fund for Religious 

Aging religious need your help. Senior Catholic sisters, 
brothers, and religious order priests have offered their lives 
in service to others—educating the young, comforting the 
sick, seeking justice for the oppressed. Today, many are frail, 
elderly, and in need of assistance. Your gift to the 
Retirement Fund for Religious helps to furnish medications, 
nursing care, and other necessities. Please give generously 
to today’s second collection.  Christmas Tree Sale 

The Knights of Columbus are 
selling fresh-cut Christmas Trees! The 
hours are Sat. & Sun. from 9:00 am to 
7:00 pm and weekdays 4:00 pm to 
7:00 pm at 521 Grant Ave. Come and 
get your Christmas tree! 
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We Help Others - WHO 

The Social Concerns WHO 
Committee would like to help 
parishioners who may need some chore 
assistance.  Small projects that you 
could use assistance with might include 
changing a light bulb when you should 
no longer be climbing a ladder, 
assistance with a broken item, mending, 
hemming and sewing projects, advice from individuals with 
special skills or other such household needs.  If you are in need 
of such assistance, please call Darlene Schorn, 345-8667.   

 

 

Student Mass 

Thank you to all of our 9 - 11th graders who 
participated in the 10:00 am Mass last week.  You did a 
great job and it was awesome to see you there!  

Christmas Program Information 

Our PS - 6th grade students will be performing 
“Christmas Around the World.”  We are continuing with 
the “2016 Rio Summer Olympics” theme and will treat you 
to a little history of Christmas traditions from various 
countries.  The performance will be THIS Sunday, 
December 11th at 12:30 pm. We wish all the students 
“Good Luck” as they sing and perform for us and remind us 
of the true meaning of Christmas.  All are invited to come 
to the program!  

Class Time Changes Coming in December!  

Beginning December 14th, the elementary grades will 
meet every other week.  Elementary students will meet on 
opposite Wednesday as the Jr/Sr High.  Please watch the 
bulletin for meeting times and/or go to the calendar online 
to check it out!  If you have questions, please call or email 
me. - Cathy  

Upcoming Dates 
Dec. 14: Youth Group meets 6:00 pm - 6:50 pm; Class 
for Jr/Sr High Students 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm 
Dec. 21: Class for Elementary - 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm 
Dec. 28: NO CLASS 
Jan. 4: Youth Group meets 6:00 pm - 6:50 pm; Class for 
Jr/Sr High Students 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm 
Jan. 11: Class for Elementary - 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm 
Jan. 18: Youth Group meets 6:00 pm - 6:50 pm; Class 
for Jr/Sr High Students 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm 

 K. of C. Council #5551 News  
Dec 22 - General meeting 
Jan 5 - Blood Drive 

Jan 12 - Planning Meeting 

World Wide Marriage Encounter 
 “Prepare the way of the Lord.” Is 40:3 

If you have never attended a 
Marriage Encounter and would like to 
find our more please contact Miki at 
507.227.8229.  If you have attended, is it 
time to refresh your commitment? The 
weekend is for all couples of all ages of 
all religious backgrounds. A weekend is also a GREAT gift to 
your grown, married children! You can even offer to take the 
grand kids for the weekend and it is a win/win! Apply online 
at https://southmnwwme.org/applyWeekend.php or 
contact Miki Schultz at 507-227-8229 

Attention Rosary Leaders 

Please pick up your new schedules in the Rosary Chapel. 

Rosary Leader Needed 

Would you or your family be willing to lead the rosary 
once a month before any of the Masses, 5:00 pm, 8:00 am 
or 10:00 am?  We are happy to assist you in gaining the 
confidence to provide this ministry of leading the rosary. 
Please call Arlyce Anderson at 317-0617. 

Third Quarter Financial Statements 

By now, you should have all 
received your third quarter financial 
statements, along with a pastoral letter 
as well as a report from the work done 
by our Pastoral Council. With the heavy 
fall season, festival, etc. it came a bit 
late this time. Did you receive it? 
Please call the parish office if you did not, as it contains vital 
information that every well-informed parishioner should be 
aware of. We might be in clerical error and therefore you 
did not receive the information. It also might be that you are 
not registered at Holy Rosary. It takes only a minute to 
register. You are welcome to stop by the parish office to fill 
out a registration sheet. You may also register online by 
going to www.holyrosarynorthmankato.com/membership-
registration & download the registration forms to fill out. 
You can also simply send us your contact information via an 
easy-to-use form and we will mail you a hard copy of those 
forms. Come join our growing Holy Rosary parish family!  



Holy Rosary Catholic Church 

Worship Committee Meeting - November 28, 2016 Minutes 

The Holy Rosary Worship Committee was called to order at 6:30 pm on November 28th in Conference 

Room #1. Nearly all of the members were present. The past minutes of the September 12th meeting were 

reviewed and approved as read. 

Pastor’s Comments: Father kept his comments brief due to the long agenda that needed to be 

addressed. Father expressed gratitude for all of the liturgical help prior to our last meeting in September. 

Old Business: Microphone System: The microphone system has been “acting up” with surges of power 

during Mass. The system has been having challenges in terms of volume control. The microphone is not 

working well for the instrumentation of the piano. Father will seek out help in the coming days. Missals: The 

missals need to be replaced and will be done, following the morning Mass and before the Thanksgiving 

holiday. Fall Environment: The fall environment was reviewed. Some of the committee felt that it was perhaps 

too heavily decorated. Concerns about the smell of pumpkins rotting in the warm sanctuary was expressed. 

Decorating three weeks before Thanksgiving seemed to be a good idea. The majority of the decorations were 

donated. Plans for next year is to down-size a bit with fewer pumpkins. A special word of thanks goes to 

Marty Phillips, Dave Neve and Jim Theuninck who assisted with the set-up or the take-down of the 

environment even though they are not serving on the Worship Committee. Fall Anointing Services: Four 

Anointing services were held this fall by Father and with the assistance of a couple of the committee 

members. 136 people were anointed in the fall of 2015. This fall, 141 people were anointed by Father. New 

Banners: New banners were discussed for the fall and the Advent season. Lisa Bieren would be contacted well 

in advance. An Advent banner was made by Lisa and perhaps could be used in the future if an identical one 

was made for the other side. More research will be going into this future project. Lector Training Workshop: 

Father is planning to have two sessions as a smaller group will allow to do some actual practice reading to 

improve skills in January on a Sunday evening. A discussion was held about better practices for readers that 

will be implemented. Musician Workshop: A Musician workshop is being planned later this winter for both 

those that play as well as those who sing. Father wants to affirm the sacrifice and the service, but also discuss 

how to further improve the music ministry in the future. Ministry Fair: The Ministry Fair was held in 

conjunction with the Welcome Sunday. Several people signed up for various liturgical ministries who will be 

trained and added to the ministry schedule in the weeks ahead. Thanksgiving Ecumenical Service: The service 

will be held in 2017, again at Holy Rosary as it is our parish’s turn. More details will be forthcoming next fall. 

Fall Festival Liturgy: There were many favorable comments regarding the band and the music. Some 

suggested having them come more often. Concerns were raised about the music then being special for the 

festival as well as concerns about finances. All Souls’ Mass: The Mass was again well attended and will 

continue on the First Sunday in November next year as we have been doing in the past. There has been a 

great response of the deceased family and friends to be in attendance as this is an important liturgy for the 

families. Sanctuary Lamp Intentions: The parish has started to collect monies with the sanctuary lamp burning 

for a special intention of a parish family. Thirteen weeks have already been covered, which is a good start. 

Mass intentions are now booked up for many months in advance, which the parish has not seen. This is a 

good thing and the vigil light is another spiritual outlet to pray for those who have died or are in need. 

Thanksgiving Masses: There was good attendance at the two Masses for Thanksgiving. Next year, since the 

parish will be hosting the Ecumenical Service, there will not be a vigil Mass for Thanksgiving. 



New Business: Christmas Environment: Christmas environment was reviewed. Most of the decorations 

from the past will be re-used. The committee will decorate after the 4th Sunday of Advent as there is a full 

week to decorate. The heavy items will be put up earlier in the week. Flowers and the finishing touches will 

take place later in the week. Flowers and wreaths have been ordered. Cut flowers will adorn the main altar 

this year as opposed to poinsettias. Donations are being welcomed. Take down will be after the Baptism of 

the Lord that falls on a Monday and not on a Sunday as in the past. Five Minutes With the Word Booklets: The 

books were all taken before the people at the 10:00 am Mass had a chance to get some. The books move 

when Father promotes them. More booklets will be ordered for Lent and we will see if the people will 

respond as strongly as during Advent. Penance Services: Two Mankato area Penance Services are being 

planned. One will be at St. John the Baptist at 4:00 pm on December 11th. The second service will be at Holy 

Rosary on December 18th at *3:00 pm (note an hour earlier time than was discussed). Father will also be 

scheduling individual times of Reconciliation as well in the 4th week of Advent in addition to the regular times 

at 4:30 pm on Saturdays before the 5:00 pm Mass. Sunday 8:00 am Possible Time Change: Father proposed 

the possibility of changing the Sunday morning Mass time from 8:00 am to 8:15 am from the end of Daylights 

Saving Time to Palm Sunday. The committee understood the reasoning and suggested that moving the 5:30 

pm to 5:00 pm on Saturday worked well by taking a vote. Father will have the ballots prepared and, if it 

should pass, it will take effect this year from New Year’s to Palm Sunday. Rosary Leadership: Concerns were 

expressed about how rosary leaders are not heard when the rosary is being led. Father stated that, in 

churches in Italy, a microphone is used. Rosary leaders will be asked use a microphone so that all can hear. 

Presently, people are visiting before Mass and doing other things rather than praying the prayer for which our 

church is named after. Daily Mass Lectors:  Lectors for the daily Mass were reviewed. Altar Cloth Tops: More 

tops of material that are placed on top of the altar are needed. These are easier to replace than the expense 

and time of washing the entire altar cloth. Mary Clare Wyrowski would take care of this in the coming weeks. 

Pastoral Council Request: The Pastoral Council discussed the possibility of providing something to cover the 

sun those weeks that the south side has bright sunlight coming in, which can be both distracting and blinding 

for those seated on St. Joseph’s side. Retractable awnings was suggested. This could also help to lower 

cooling costs in the summer. More research will need to be done and passed on to the Finance Council as a 

possible future budgeting item. Mass Move: Lorraine Klaseus reported to Father that there are only 2 

residents at Pathstone from Holy Rosary, while some 26 members from Holy Rosary reside at Oak Terrace. 

Pathstone is requiring a weekly Mass or Holy Communion Service. Father has spoken to the pastor of St. 

Joseph the Worker, who offers Mass once a month at Oak Terrace, to switch so that Father can minster to his 

own people. Father Tim has agreed to this. Father Paul will be serving Pathstone through December 2016. 

Beginning in January 2017, Father Paul will be saying Mass at Oak Terrace each week on Wednesday’s at 9:15 

am (schedule permitting). Daily Mass goers from Holy Rosary are also encouraged to attend and to visit with 

the residents after the morning Mass. More details will be forthcoming. Speaker in Sacristy: A request was 

made by Cathy Neve to have a speaker installed in the sacristy as in the past, in order that one can hear that 

the system is on and functioning properly. Jim Theuninck will look into this in the near future. Altar Server 

Dress:  Mary Clare Wyrowski suggested that new altar server dress would be purchased for the girls and 

possibly for the boys. Father suggested doing research and then to propose to the Finance Council for future 

budgeting purposes. Mass Announcements: Mary Clare Wyrowski proposed the elimination of post-

communion announcements/collections. A discussion ensued. Father stated that announcements are part 

and parcel of parish life. The collections are required largely by the Diocese. During the summer, very few 

announcements, if any, are made. The fall is a busy time and sometimes a certain event or activity needs to 

be stressed. There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned following prayer at around 8:30 pm. 

The next Worship Committee is scheduled for February 13th, Conference Room #1 at 6:30 pm.  

Future Business: Lent Environment and Easter preparations. 


