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“Whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do 

everything for the glory of God.” 

                             - St. Paul to the Corinthians (second reading) 

The great ancient philosopher 
Aristotle once said: “At his best, 
man is the noblest of all animals; 
separated from law and justice, he 
is the worst.” Laws have been with 
us since the dawn of time and since 
we saw our first daylight at the time of our birth. Yet, we tend 
not to have a great love affair with law. For, from the moment 
that we began to think and reason, we have tried to dodge or 
avoid the law. 

When we were young, perhaps we broke the law of our 
loved ones, namely our parents, by not going to bed on time or 
not listening to our parents when they had a particular chore 
for us to perform. Once we were well into school, we may have 
broken the cardinal rule of education by copying or perhaps 
cheating on an exam or paper. As we went into the workplace, 
or even within our home, we may have not put in a full day’s 
work or cut some corner in some area. Yet, most of us have 
never been in serious trouble, as we say, “WITH THE LAW”. The 
closest that we may have come, is the occasional traffic stop for 
speeding or something of this nature. 

My last traffic stop was just last October, as I was heading 
back to the parish from retreat. I was on a small highway in 
Iowa, going the speed limit that I was allowed by my G.P.S. of 
65 M.P.H. I was most likely going 63 or 64. As I was driving, I 
saw a car on the side of the road and slowed down slightly. I 
passed a highway patrol officer who put on his lights and I 
pulled onto the side of the road. I was surprised when he was 
knocking on the passenger side, as he caught me off guard. I 
opened the window and he smiled and said: “I don’t go on the 
driver side because I don’t want to be hit by a car.” Fair enough. 
He saw that I was from Minnesota and asked if I knew that I 
was speeding. I told him that my G.P.S. said I could go 65, to 
which the officer replied: “The G.P.S. was wrong”. He did the 
regular license and registration. He came back and said “In 
Minnesota you have highways that you can go 60 and 65.” I 
affirmed that was true. He said, “I will let you go with a warning, 
but note that, on all highways in Iowa, the speed limit is 55.”  
Duly noted! “Thank you officer!” he smiled and wished me a 
good day. 

If there is any place in our society where bias runs high, it is 
the obedience to laws, regardless if the laws are either from the 

state or the Church. We tend to see laws as an “obstacle”, 
rather than the “opposite”, as an oblation. In the case of that 
young officer who stopped me, I truly believe that he was not 
out to ruin my day and “punish” me, but rather to “protect” 
me. Regardless if I had received a ticket or not, I was really 
impressed with his “road-side-manner”. In short, I found him to 
be kind, dare I say, merciful. 

In today’s readings for this Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time, 
the theme is on laws, not about “speeding”, but about 
“sickness”; most especially the sickness of leprosy. In the First 
Reading from the Book of Leviticus, Mosaic Law was very clear. 
If a person was suffering from leprosy, they were to be 
removed from the community. For we read in the First Reading 
these words: “…As long as the sore is on him he shall declare 
himself unclean, since he is in fact unclean. He shall dwell apart, 
making his abode outside the camp.” If we can glean any Good 
News from this reading, it is that Moses created this LAW TO 
PROTECT THE BODIES of the Israelite people from getting sick 
themselves with leprosy. There is really nothing wrong with 
that, is there? 

However, the evolution of Mosaic Law is advanced by the 
Messiah in the Gospel from St. Mark. For, while Jesus was very 
aware of Mosaic Law, the Messiah was even more aware of the 
“Law of Mercy” and the “Law of Love”.  For the passage begins 
with Jesus associating with, talking to, and even touching this 
un-named leper. All of this was in clear violation of Mosaic Law 
from the Leper to the Lord Himself. 

The Good News rests in Jesus performing a miracle and 
healing the leprous man with the words: “I DO WILL IT. BE 
MADE CLEAN.” Jesus both breaks Mosaic Law and the laws of 
Mother Nature, in order to MERCIFULLY RESTORE THIS 
LEPROUS MAN BACK TO FULL HEALTH.  While the Lord is very 
concerned about the man’s body and brings him into full 
health, he is even more concerned about the state of his  
soul and returning him to the faith community. That is the  
Good News! 

The Catholic Church, in her history, has always been clear 
(and it is supported through the Sacred Scriptures) that mercy 
triumphs over justice. So, as you head to Mass on Sunday and 
come upon a car accident or someone stranded on road, do you 
help them or fulfill your obligation and attend Mass? The 
Church is very clear that in that particular circumstance, you are 
to assist and take care of their needs in the name of mercy. 

If you have been following the Church politics in the recent 
months, Pope Francis has put out an “Apostolic Exhortation” 
that has caused quite a stir in the Church. The controversy is 
over the Church Law that those who have been divorced and re
-married outside of the Church may not come to receive the 
sacraments, particularly of the Holy Eucharist and the 
Sacrament of Penance. (They are permitted to attend Mass and 
even to receive the Sacrament of Anointing.) The Pope writes in 
part: “ …For an adequate understanding of the possibility and 

continued on page 3 
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“the quill and the cloth” continued... 

Adult $7,174.00 
WeShare Electronic Giving $1,104.36 
Junior $132.06 
Plate $298.93 
Fuel Collection $135.00 
Wine & Food Pairing $90.00 
Athene Investment Interest $3,415.98 
Rental Income $1,570.00 

Grand Total $13,920.33 

Our weekly goal is set at $13,000.00 

Stewardship of Gratitude   

Thank you for your gifts of stewardship this past week. 
We are grateful again that we surpassed our budgeted 
needs. Thank you to all of you who made the extra 
sacrifice to attend our Wine and Food Pairing Dinner that 
we celebrated at the Loose Moose in downtown Mankato 
this past Friday. A special thanks to Jim Theuninck and his 
committee for doing all of the leg work “with joy” to put 
on this annual event. It is always a great evening of food, 
fun and fellowship. Thank you for your relentless 
stewardship. Have a good week.  

Stewardship of Gratitude 

   THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 

“Laws, like sausages, cease to inspire respect in proportion 
as we know how they are made.” 

                    - John Godfrey Saxe, lawyer, (March 29, 1869)  

Altar Server Meeting and Party 

THIS WEDNESDAY, February 15th 

As a parish family, we are most grateful to our servers 
(new and returning) who serve at God’s altar. We are blessed 
by those servers who are willing to serve throughout their 
years of grade school, junior high and high school. (*Our goal is 
that they will serve through their senior year of high school and 
this is happening more and more!) We are blessed with 13 new 
servers who have been trained to assist at the weekend 
Masses. As a sign of our gratitude, we will be hosting a Pizza 
Party along with a special recognition for all who attend THIS 
WEDNESDAY, February 15th, at 6:00 pm in the Church Social 
Hall (lower level). This is a Junior/Senior High Religious 
Education night, so it will be more convenient for our older 
servers. We will check with the students, and families to ensure 
that we have sufficient foods and beverages for the event. 
Please make sure to mark you calendars! 

Music Ministry Meeting  

THIS SUNDAY, February 12th 

Two weeks ago Friday, I met with some of 
the parish leadership to discuss holding a 
meeting for all those who assist at our weekend 
Masses through the Ministry of Music, from song 
leaders to our organists and pianists. The 
purpose of the meeting is to affirm the goodness and the 
sacrifice of so many of you. As pastor, I also want to update 
you firsthand to some minor liturgical adjustments, and how 
we might be even more effective in this important spiritual 
ministry. Of the three dates and times submitted to our music 
people, the majority of members were able to make the 
meeting THIS SUNDAY evening, February 12th at 7:00 pm. We 
will be meeting “in the Church” proper. The meeting will last 
around 90 minutes with a social following in the lower level 
after the meeting. If there are any members of our 
congregation who have keyboard experience, as well as 
potential new song leaders, we would also like you to attend 
this meeting. See you all there! 

need of special discernment in certain “irregular” situations, 
[Fr. Paul’s comment: Divorced and remarried outside of the 
Church would be seen in large part as the “irregular” situations] 
one thing must always be taken into account, lest anyone 
think that the demands of the Gospel are in any way being 
compromised. The Church possesses a solid body of reflection 
concerning mitigating factors and situations. Hence it can no 
longer simply be said that all those in any “irregular” situation 
are living in a state of mortal sin and are deprived of 
sanctifying grace. More is involved here than mere ignorance 
of rules.”  In a later footnote, from a previous document, the 
Pope writes: “In certain cases, this can include the help of the 
sacraments. Hence, I want to remind priests that the 
confessional must not be a torture chamber, but rather an 
encounter with the Lord’s mercy…I would also point out that 
the Eucharist is not a prize for the perfect, but a powerful 
medicine and nourishment for the weak”.  In short, Pope 
Francis is arguing that mercy is more important to the soul than 
following every letter of the bodies of laws. Presently, four 
cardinals have put out a formal “dubio” (meaning doubt); 
claiming that the Pope is in error. We will have to stay tune to 
see what comes of this Church show-down. 

In the week ahead, “Don’t speed” and be “merciful” in your 
dealings with others!  Have a safe and spiritual week as you 
obey the laws of both the Church and State in mercy and love.  

 
 
                                                
                                                    Rev. Paul van de Crommert, Pastor    
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The Week Ahead 
Sunday, Feb. 12: Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 2:00 pm – Youth Group Bowling (Wow! Zone) 

 2:15 pm – RCIA Class (Conf. Rm. 2) 

 *7:00 pm – Musician Meeting (Church) 

Monday, Feb. 13: Weekday 
 8:05 am – Rosary 
 8:30 am – Mass - Kevin Kolstad† 
 6:30 pm – Worship Committee (Conf. Rm. 1) 

Tuesday, Feb. 14: St. Cyril, Monk, & Methodius, Bishop  
 7:00 am – Mass at Ss. Peter & Paul 
 8:15 am – Mass at St. John the Baptist   
     12:05 pm – Mass at St. Joseph the Worker 

Wednesday, Feb. 15: Weekday 
 9:15 am – Mass at Oak Terrace (Fr. Paul)  - John Gag† 
     1:00 pm - 4:00 pm – Sewing Group (Lower Level PC)  
       5:00 pm - 5:45 pm – Youth Choir Practice 
 6:00 pm – Server Review & Pizza Party (Church) 
       6:00 pm - 6:50 pm – Youth Group 
       7:00 pm - 8:30 pm – Grades 7-11 Rel. Ed. Classes 

Thursday, Feb. 16: Weekday 
 8:05 am – Rosary 
 8:30 am – Mass - Betty Brown† 

 4:30 pm – Wedding Music Practice (Church) 

Friday, Feb. 17: Weekday (The Seven Holy Founders of the 
Servite Order) 

 8:05 am – Rosary 
 8:30 am – Mass - Stanley & Elizabeth Wyrowski† 
 9:15 am  – Parishioners’ Breakfast at the Perkins 
                             Restaurant (1123 Range St) - *All are invited 
 1:00 pm – River of Life (Conf. Rm. 1) 

Saturday, Feb. 18: Weekday (ECHO Food Shelf Collection) 

 4:30 pm – Sacrament of Reconciliation  
 4:30 pm – Rosary 
 5:00 pm – Mass - Dale Sieberg† 

Sunday, Feb. 19: Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
        (ECHO Food Shelf Collection) 
 7:30 am – Rosary 
 8:00 am – Mass - Gene & Dee Umhoefer† 
 9:30 am – Rosary 
 10:00 am – Mass - People of the Parish 
               (Nursery, Pre-K, and CLW during the 10:00 am Mass) 
 2:15 pm – RCIA Class (Conf. Rm. 2) 

 

 

 

Youth Group Bowling 
The Youth Group will be Bowling THIS SUNDAY, 

February 12th,  at the Wow! Zone at 2:00 pm! Come for 
fun & fellowship. Bring a friend!  

Class Masses 
The next class Mass will be Sunday, February 22nd, at 

10:00 am.  We will be featuring our 1st, 2nd, & 3rd  grade 
students. Look for them to greet you at the door and listen 
to them as they speak God’s word!  

Attention Servers! 
On Wednesday, February 15th, at 6:00 pm, Father Paul 

will meet with all servers in church for a short review of 
what to do while serving.  At 6:30, you will be treated  
to a pizza party in the church basement.  For students in 
grades 7 - 11 who attend RE classes, you will be released at  
7:00 pm to attend class.  

Children/Youth Choir 
Our children/youth choir continues for 

grades 1 - 12!  If your son/daughter likes to 
sing or plays a musical instrument, please 
consider joining! Julie Gruber, who helped 
direct the Christmas Program, will be 
directing the choir.  The choir will meet every Wednesday 
from 5:00 pm - 5:45 pm in the church.  The choir will sing at 
Mass about once a month.  

Ash Wednesday Class 
Looking ahead a bit….. March 1st is Ash Wednesday!   

We will ask that all grade levels attend class that evening  
as follows: 

 Grades 1 - 6 will come at 4:15 pm to attend Mass  
at 4:30 pm 

 Grades 7 - 11 will come at 7:00 pm to attend Mass  
at 7:30 pm 

 *Students will be dismissed after Mass from the Church   

Upcoming Dates 
Feb. 15: Youth Group meets 6:00 pm - 6:50 pm; Class for Jr/
Sr High Students 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm; *Server Party - 6:00 pm 
Instruction and 6:30 pm Pizza 
Feb. 22: Class for Elementary Grades - 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm 
March 1: ALL Classes meet!  Grades 1 - 6 at 4:15 pm; 
Grades 7 - 11 at 7:15 pm (No Youth Group on this night.)  
March 4: Confirmation practice 10:00 am; Confirmation 
Mass at 5:00 pm 
March 8: Class for Elementary Grades - 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm 

Thank You - Holy Rosary Choir 

 It is always a joy when our choir sings at Mass. It was 
especially nice when they sang last weekend at our 8:00 am 
Mass. (*The offer still holds to come and sing every week at the 
eight!!!) We are grateful to our members who faithfully come to 
rehearsals on Wednesdays. Thank you for your important service 
of ministry to our local church. God bless you! 
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Prayers and support for all of our sick and injured 
of Holy Rosary Parish 

Our prayers go out to all of the sick and injured in our 
parish who are at home, in the hospital, nursing homes or 
assisted-living residences. May God bless them and keep 
them under His guidance and protection!   

For Those Who Are Ill & Special Needs 
Nancy Holden, Frances Lorentz, Marilyn Rieff, Doug 

Peterson, Rick Linnes, Luvern Giefer, Gerald Erkel, Mary 
Bublitz, Barbara Hull, Daniel Crowley, Jo Lindberg, Ruth Gag, 
Charles Ulman 

For Our Families 
Monday Orval & Nancy Marquardt 
Tuesday Kyle & Katie Westberg 
Wednesday Donna Peterson 
Thursday Teresa Anderson 
Friday Aaron & Kendra Erickson 
Saturday Jeanne Sheehy 
Sunday Greggory & Janine Tramp 

For Those in the Military 
Nick Blace Matt McGraw William Backes 
Jared Hiniker Christopher Schmidt  Ben Barsness 
Dana Schiller Jonathan Heintz Daniel Fitterer  
Mark Hansen Timothy Eick  Anna Drummer 

Prayer Chain 

If you have a short term prayer request or prayer 
of thanksgiving for our prayer chain to pray for, 
please call Teresa Kolstad at 327-9810.   

Lord, Hear Our Prayers 

Home Visitation: If you wish to have yourself or a loved 
one receive the sacraments, Holy Communion or a personal 
pastoral visit, please call our coordinator, Lorraine Klaseus at 
507-388-4932 

This Week’s Readings 
Mon: Gn 4:1-15, 25/Mk 8:11-13  
Tues: Gn 6:5-8; 7:1-5, 10/Mk 8:14-21  
Wed: Gn 8:6-13, 20-22/Mk 8:22-26  
Thurs:
Fri: Gn 11:1-9/Mk 8:34—9:1  
Sat: Heb 11:1-7/Mk 9:2-13  
Sun: Lv 19:1-2, 17-18/1 Cor 3:16-23/Mt 5:38-48 

 
This Week’s Sanctuary Light Intention: 

Donald Ledwein 

 

February 18th - 19th, 2017 

Lectors: 
 5:00 pm Cindy Gawrych   8:00 am Linda Hiniker      
 10:00 am Rel. Ed. Students 

Eucharistic Ministers: 
 5:00 pm Patrick & Wanda Hull, Nicole Hull, 
  Eileen Wadekamper, Brenda Voracek,  
  Karen Etzell 
 8:00 am Arlyce Anderson, Gerry Hiniker,  
  Mike Brumm, Maxine Davis,  
  Danielle & Peter Backes 
 10:00 am Tim McGowan, Julie Schoettler,  
  Rick Gruber, Kristin Cain,  
  Curt & Donna Stanke 

Altar Servers: 
 5:00 pm Jonathan Hull, Anna Voracek,  
  Emma Niederegger 
 8:00 am Lauren & Ben Cahalan, Duram Kelly (C/B/B 

 10:00 am Elias & Shea Westermann, Timothy Cain 

Presentation of Gifts:  
 5:00 pm Rentschler Family (Confirmandi Family) 
 8:00 am A. Christiansen Family (Confirmandi Family) 
 10:00 am Gr 1 - 3 Rel. Ed. Students  

Ushers: 
 5:00 pm Mark Weingartz, Steve Enderle,  
  Paul Stevens, Bob Meyer (Head Usher) 
 8:00 am Bill Fasnacht, Christopher Backes,  
  Bill Cahalan, Carl Steffensmeier (Head Usher) 
 10:00 am John Jagerson, Glenn Vershelde,  
  Steve Kaiser, Bob Wegscheid (Head Usher)  

  & Rel. Ed. Students 

Rosary Leaders:     
 5:00 pm Vince Guertin      8:00 am Arlyce Anderson  
 10:00 am  Darlene Schorn 

Music Ministry:          
 5:00 pm Joe Kunkel/Jeanne Makela 
 8:00 am Lori Christiansen/Vicki Galli 
 10:00 am Faith Kodet/Vicki Galli 

Money Counters - Feb. 2017: Bill Fasnacht, Shirleen 
Gulden, Jan Nelson, Carl Steffensmeier, Arlyce Anderson 

Bulletin Folders - Feb. 2017: Mary Bliss, Maxine Davis, 
Barb Wegscheid, Rita Townsend, Marge Grausam  
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Stewardship Corner 
 

Diocesan United Fund (D.U.F.), Diocesan Priest Pension 
Fund/ Medical, Care Comp Ins, Priest Care Fund, & Audit:                                    
 Pd. to Date: $73,231.32 
 DUE: $73,231.32 
 

Annual Diocesan Ministries Appeal (D.M.A.): 
 Rec’d. to Date: $21,803.00 
 DUE: $38,768.53 
 

Loyola Catholic School Assessment: 
 Pd. to Date: $114,344.00  
 DUE: $221,268.00 
  

Total Paid to Date 2016-17:         $209,378.32 
Apostolate Stewardship 2016-17:  $333,267.85 
 
 

There was no serious financial activity in our 
“stewardship area” of our three areas of stewardship. 
Our parish accounts are now recovering from the large 
payments we have made in the recent weeks. I am 
pleased at where we are at financially, as we are more 
than half-way through the fiscal year of 2016-2017. The 
Finance Council and I are working on some possible 
repair and improvements projects. How much we do will 
be contingent on how our profits will appear as we head 
toward the close of the calendar year in June. As always, 
thank you for your gifts! 

Enrollment information for the 2017-18 school year 
is now available for K-12.   

Enrollment for Preschool is now open. For more 
details, you can visit the LCS website and click on “Re-
Enrollment Information for 2017-18” on the homepage. 
If you have any questions, please call 507-388-0600.    

Last weekend Loyola’s Robotics team participated in 
the MN State VEX Robotics Tournament, which included 
7 qualifying matches and tournament play.  Our teams 
enjoyed their first experience at State and gleaned ideas 
to enhance their robots and skills for next year! 

Did you know?  Loyola offers LEaP (Loyola Enrichment 
after school Program) activities each month.  This is the 
second year that Michelle Ellingworth, Trisha Sizer, Linda 
Rentschler, and Chrissy Karst have worked together to 
provide after hours learning.  This school year, K-grade 4 
students have been involved in STEM, Math and Coding 
activities...and there is more to come! 

Did you know?  Sister Mary Donald Miller SSND 
celebrated her 90th birthday on Wednesday.  Sister Mary 
Donald founded the SSND Learning Center in 1967, 
served as principal of Fitzgerald Middle School from 1993
-2004, and mentored many of us who serve at Loyola. 

Save the Dates    
 Kindergarten Round up: Friday, March 10th, 

9:30 am - 11:00 am and 12:30 pm - 2:00 pm 
 Family Tours and Student Shadow Days: 

scheduled at your convenience. Call 388-0600. 
 Preschool - Grade 12 Open House: March 14th, 

5:30 pm - 7:30 pm, Upper Campus, 145 Good 
Counsel Drive 

 Crusader Golf Classic: May 15th 
 LoyolaPalooza: July 29th 

 K. of C. Council #5551 News  
Feb 23 - General Meeting 

Mar 10 -  Planning Meeting 

Birthright Raffle 

Birthright Raffle tickets are once again 
available at the Holy Rosary parish office. The 
Raffle will take place at the K of C’s General 
Meeting in March. For more information, 
please contact David Mutch at 387-5406. 

Teresa Bromley and 
Andrew Briggs  

are to be married on 
February 25, 2017,  

at Holy Rosary Catholic Church, North Mankato, MN. 

Transitions 

On January 23, 2017, Deacon Russel P. Blaschko, in a 
letter addressed to Bishop John M. LeVoir, resigned from 
parish ministry at the Church of the Holy Rosary in  
North Mankato. Bishop LeVoir accepted Deacon Russ’ 
resignation and is thankful for Deacon Russ’ ministry. 
Deacon Russ remains a cleric in good standing in the Diocese 
of New Ulm. The Bishop asks that the parish please keeps 
Deacon Russ in prayer. 

SINCERE 

SYMPATHY 

To the family of Velma Bunde†   
         -May she rest in peace. 
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Welcome to Holy Rosary! 
Are you new to the area or would like to join  

Holy Rosary parish? It is now easier than ever and you  
can do it from the convenience of home. Just go to 
holyrosarynorthmankato.com/membership-registration 
and download the registration forms to fill out. You can also 
simply send us your contact information via an easy-to-use 
form and we will mail you a hard copy of those forms. Come 
join our growing Holy Rosary parish family!  

Council of Catholic Women 
Business Meeting 

January 31, 2017 
 

The following CCW members met on Tuesday, January 31, 
2017 at 6:00 pm:  Lisa Phillips, Mary Zellmer, Julie Gruber, Marilyn 
Streit, Arlyce Anderson, Darlene Schorn, Linda Olson and Dolores 
Portz.  The CCW meeting started with a prayer led by Dolores 
Portz. 

 

The minutes of the December 27, 2016 business meeting were 
approved as presented.  Mary Zellmer reviewed the 
correspondence since the last business meeting, which included a 
thank you note from CADA for the donated items that were 
collected at the CCW Christmas party.   There was also the 
December issue of the Friends of San Lucas newsletter, which 
included A Franciscan Blessing, which Mary read to the group. 

  

Julie Gruber presented the treasurer’s report, which showed 
deposits in the past month of $898.00 and expenses paid totaling 
$1,680.79.  The checking account balance on January 31, 2017 is 
$4,474.15.  Combined with our savings and CD, our total assets are 
$11,690.88.  The treasurer’s report was approved, but there was 
discussion on when pre-approved expenses should be distributed.  
We should check the budget monthly for the annual donations. 

 

Committee Reports: 
 Scholarship Coordinator: Arlyce Anderson announced 

that she has given out one scholarship application so far from our 
parish.  Others wanting to apply for a Diocesan scholarship will 
need to come to the February meeting and get an application from 
Arlyce.  The completed application needs to be to the Diocesan 
committee by March 1, 2017. 

 Spirituality Commission and Reverence for Life: Darlene 
shared the results of the CCW Diaper Drive held during the month 
of January.  The following was donated by generous parishioners:  
1,715 diapers, 1,308 wipes and 1 bottle of baby wash.  Darlene has 
divided the items and will deliver them to Birthright and Options 
for Women. In addition, there were checks totaling $340.00.  This 
money will be given to Options for Women for larger baby items. 

 Darlene also mentioned that Karen Etzell is participating 
in Over the Edge at VINE.  This is an exciting new fundraiser 
allowing Karen to raise sufficient funds in exchange for the chance 
to rappel from the roof of the five-story VINE Adult Community 
Center.  Along with others, Karen is trying to raise at least $1,000 
for this opportunity. All funds donated will help VINE in its efforts 
to raise enough to complete the 5th floor of its building.  Those 
wishing to donate to this cause and help Karen reach her 
individual goal may contact her directly. 

 It was also mentioned that JoAnn Borchert and Mary Beth 
Nygaard from Social Concerns will be facilitating enrichment 
meetings on Tuesday nights during Lent.  Their topic will be Our 
Catholic Life - Living the Commandments.  Considering this 
opportunity, CCW will adjust its schedule and encourage all CCW 
ladies to participate in this enrichment series.  

 Service:  Julie Gruber led a discussion on having Fair 
Trade items available at the Palm Sunday bake sale.  As a service 
group, we want to continue to bring awareness to this initiative.  
The vendors at the Women’s Expo (which we are planning for 
February) all offer fair trade items.  Catholic Relief Services is a 
leader in Fair Trade.  Anyone wanting more information on Fair 
Trade can visit www.tradesofhope.com or www.crs.org.  We 
agreed to give Julie $200 to buy fair trade tea, chocolate and 
baking chocolate to be resold at the bake sale. 

 Leadership:  Lisa has been networking with other CCW 
leaders, sharing ideas for meetings and events in an effort to 
increase participation.  She distributed some of the ideas that 
surfaced and asked us to continue to think of ideas that may be 
useful for our parish. 

  

Old Business:  Lisa, Dolores and Arlyce attended the Region 1 
board meeting in St. George on January 21st.  They thought it was 
a good meeting.  One of the things they learned was that all 
speakers at CCW meeting/events will need to be approved by a 
diocesan committee.  Because of the short time frame, we have a 
pass on our February speakers, but we will need to keep this in 
mind for the future and plan ahead to get through the approval 
process in a timely manner.  

 

New Business:   

 Plans are in place for the Women’s Expo on February 
6th.  There will be three speakers (each with a short 
talk) and several vendors.  This will be in the church 
lower hall, starting at 6:00 pm.  

 The CCW Diocesan Board Meeting will be at Holy 
Rosary on Saturday, February 11th.  Lisa, Julie, Mary 
and Marilyn will help at this event. 

 Linda Olson and Deb Brunick have co-chaired the 
Mother’s Day Plant Sale for the past five years.  They 
would like new leadership to take over.  Lisa will put a 
notice in the bulletin.  Mentoring would be available to 
the new leaders.  Thank you Linda and Deb for faithfully 
co-chairing this event in the past! 

 

There being no further business, the business meeting was 
adjourned at 7:45 pm with Dolores Portz leading us in a closing 
prayer for vocations.  Our next business meeting will be Tuesday, 
February 28, 2017. 

 

Respectfully submitted,   
Mary Zellmer, CCW Secretary 

http://www.tradesofhope.com
http://www.crs.org


 4 

 

 

Contact Information 

Cathy Neve, Director of Religious Education 

Holy Rosary Parish 

525 Grant Avenue 

North Mankato, MN  56003 

507-345-6765 

nevec@hickorytech.net 

Google Site: 

https://sites.google.com/view/holyrosaryreligiouseducation 

Holy Rosary Website: 

https://www.holyrosarynorthmankato.com/ 

Lent!  Who Needs It? 
   During Lent, the Church surrounds us with rituals, Scripture readings, and symbols.  All to help us wake up 
to the need for conversion.  Together as a community of believers we tune in more carefully to God’s call to 
holiness.  The Church offers us the disciplines of fasting, prayer, and almsgiving to pull us back into a special 
attentiveness of who we are and to whom we belong. 

FASTING is good for our bodies.  We don’t have to invent ways to be respectful, balanced, 
and loving to our bodies.  The opportunities are there every time we allow ourselves proper 
rest, check our addictions to work, possessions, habits, or substances, and take proper care 
of our health. 

PRAYER is good for our souls.  Sometimes we imagine we have to get God to listen.  God 
never stopped listening, but we are the ones who forget to listen.  Prayer can be listening to 
God’s presence and love in the simple interactions of life.  God’s blessings and love 
abound.  Prayer simply means we quietly notice. 

ALMSGIVING is good for others. It’s more than feeling embarrassed about all our  
possessions.  Almsgiving is about realizing how really little we are, yet how loved we are - 
how utterly dependent we are on God’s love.  In that deep gratitude we naturally share our 
love, our friendship, our alms with those who are hungry for love, for friendship, for bread. 

   Lent is that perennial opportunity to become holy.  In faith, we know we are never complete, but we stay 
on the journey.  We can grow.  We can change.  But it’s not easy.  Jesus’ evolution meant the Cross. So will 
ours.  As the ashes placed on our heads bring us down to the stark earthliness of our troubling existence, so 
the promises of Easter invites us to believe in hope and the newness of life. 

Who needs Lent?  WE ALL DO! 
                                                         NCCW Newsletter 2017 
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Greetings! 

  After doing a bit of research, I discovered that it has been since March 2009 that a  
Religious Education Newsletter was sent out.  I wanted to write one last year but with 
many things being new to me, I put it on the back burner!  This year however, since we 
have completed the Christmas Program, I feel I have time to create a newsletter.  
  If you have been reading the bulletin, you know that we have been very active in Religious Ed doing many 

things!  Some highlights include: 
 Our enrollment this year is 235 students ranging from PS - 11th grade. 

 We welcomed 8 new catechists this fall.  Several “veteran” catechists have moved to a different 
grade level. 

 We hired two part-time youth ministers.  Tracy & Derek have been helping out on Wednesday nights 
with Youth Group, classes, simple meals, and student Masses on weekends. 

 We started off the year with an “Open House” for our elementary students.  This turn out to be a 
very successful evening with nearly every family attending.  

 We adopted a new curriculum called “The Image of God.”  It has proven to be an  
excellent change.  The series is written for PS—8th grade.  Emphasis is on the dignity of 
each individual child and the foundation of the series is taken from Scripture, documents 
of Vatican II (CCC), and the writings of Saint John Paul II.   

 Our 9th grade curriculum is “Theology of the Body for Teens.”   

 Our Confirmation program is now a two year program beginning in 10th grade where we 
are using “Chosen” as our curriculum.  In 11th grade, we use “Decision Point” by Matthew Kelly. 

 Our Christmas Program, “Christmas Around the World,”  was a delight to see.  Our students did a 
great job singing & performing.  I encourage you to come watch it next year!   

 Our class Masses have proven to be a big hit!  Parishioners & parents love seeing the  
students involved in the Mass.  

 First Reconciliation was celebrated in January. 

 Father Paul has been visiting with different grade levels and talking about the Mass.  He has talked 
to the 2nd, 3rd, 7th, 8th, and 11th graders.  The other grades will be scheduled after Ash  
Wednesday.  It is an hour of time that goes by quickly as Father Paul has their full attention! 

 We had Bryan Reising here from the Diocese of New Ulm to speak to parents about the  
importance of Religious Education.  Other parent opportunities are being planned. 

 Father Paul has begun teaching RCIA class on Sunday afternoons.  At the Easter Vigil in April, three 
persons will be received fully into the Church and three persons will receive First Holy Communion.   

 The Mankato area churches have come together to plan Eucharistic Adoration  
opportunities for our young people.  These events are called “BLAZE - Set a Fire Down 
in My Soul.” The next BLAZE event is Friday, March 3, at 7 PM at the Newman Center. 

 Finally, Vacation Bible School will be held June 5-9. 

  So, as you can see, we have been busy this year!   If you have comments, questions, concerns, or are interested in 
visiting a classroom, please feel free to contact me.  Thank you for all your support for our RE program.   
 

               Peace in Christ,                                #GODISGOOD     ALL.THE.TIME 
  Cathy         

CALLED  

      

Holy Rosary Religious Education Newsletter     Volume 8 Number 1 
North Mankato, MN 56003       February/March 2017 
 

By God 
     To Serve 

“I have called you by name and you are mine.”  Isaiah 43:1 
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ALL grades will meet on Ash Wednesday! 

Grades 1 - 6 will come at 4:15 PM with Mass at 4:30 PM 

Grades 7 - 11 will come at 7:00 PM with Mass at 7:30 PM 

   *Students will be dismissed after Mass from the Church 

Why Go To Mass? 

   The Holy Mass is the holiest thing we have here on earth. Why?  
Because it is the action of Christ. The main part in the Mass is not what is 
read from the Holy Scriptures, even though this is the Word of God and 
should be listened to as such. The main part in the Mass is not what the 
priest preaches in his sermon nor what the people do or sing. The main 
part is what Christ does. And what does Christ do in the Holy Mass? He 
offers Himself for us, as He offered Himself on the Cross. He sacrifices 
Himself for us. That is why we say that the Mass is the same Sacrifice as 
that of the Cross renewed in an unbloody manner on the altar. On the 
altar, just as on the Cross, Christ offers His body and blood for us. The 
difference is that on the Cross His body and blood were visible to the 
eyes of those who were present, while in the Mass they are hidden  
under the appearances of bread and wine. But they are really present. 
This is the great fact. In each Mass, Christ is really present and renews 
the Sacrifice of the Cross. 

   

http://tinyurl.com/j7wrh6b 
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      My name is Dave Grams. My wife, Mary, and I have been members of Holy  
Rosary for about 28 years, not all consecutive. Last November, we celebrated 52 years of 
marriage.  We have two children and 3 grandchildren.  Mary and I live in rural North  
Mankato where we garden and raise poultry. I am currently co-teaching 10th grade  
pre-Confirmation students who will be confirmed in the spring of 2018.  This is my  
second year teaching religious education here at Holy Rosary.  I enjoy working with  
teenagers and young adults for their idealism and openness.  The past 35 years, I have also 
been involved in both the New Ulm and Winona Diocese retreat program of TEC.   
I continue to work TEC retreats as often as I can.  I enjoy reading, writing, and talking about 
our triune God who loves each of us so very much.  

   Hello my name is Brenda Burger and I am a catechist for 8th grade.  I co-teach with my  
daughter Bridget Carruth. This is our second year with 8th grade.  Prior we did Confirmation for 6 
years and 6th grade for about 12 years.  I have been a member of Holy Rosary Parish for 41 years, 
with my husband Mike. I was recently widowed in June 2016.  We joined Holy Rosary when my 
oldest child Jeremy started Kindergarten at Holy Rosary. Jeremy is married (Andrea) with 3  
children. He is a teacher/coach for District 77. My second child is Nick (also a member of HR) he is 
married (Molly) with 3 children. My 3rd and youngest child is Bridget Carruth she is widowed with 
2 boys.  I enjoy sharing my faith and the importance of prayer with the students. Over the years I 
have learned a lot through the students about their lives and strengths.  They reinforce my faith.  
I am always anxious for fall to start classes as, surprisingly, I miss them after a few months  
into summer! 

Save the Dates! 
 

Vacation Bible School will be held  
June 5—9, 2017  

from 8:15 AM —11:30 AM each day.   
 

VBS is for students  
Preschool (ages 4 & 5) through  

5th grade.  
 

 The cost is $30 per student.   
 

Watch the bulletin for  
registration information! 


