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“At that time Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert 
to be tempted by the devil. He fasted for forty days and 
forty nights, and afterwards He was hungry. The tempter 
approached and said to Him, “If you are the Son of God, 
command that these stones become loaves of bread.”                                   

                          - St. Matthew  

It is Ash Wednesday 
as I write this. It is a  
day of fasting and 
abstinence. Do you 
remember that last 
weekend I mentioned, in 
my light-hearted story 
(we are fasting from 
those light-hearted stories too), that sometimes, when 
people are dying, they start smelling fresh bread? Well, for 
the past hour or two since I have been in my office I have 
been smelling fresh bread. Is the staff warming up bread or 
are they using the kitchen and baking something there? No, 
on both accounts! Oh God, am I dying? No, as well! The 
smell of fresh bread is from a small loaf of bread that is 
sitting on my credenza that is camouflaged by its color with 
brown on brown. I am asking myself right now, why I am 
“tempting” myself on this day of fasting with this bread only 
inches away from me, here in the office? I need to bring it 
home and put it in the kitchen! 

Every time that we pray the Our Father, we pray to God 
that we might not be tempted.  “Lead us not into 
temptation!” Temptation in and of itself is not necessarily a 
bad thing. Recall that even our Divine Lord is tempted both 
at the start of His ministry in the desert and the conclusion 
of His ministry in the garden. For in today’s Gospel from  
St. Matthew, Jesus is tempted 3 times by the evil one. That is 
not the Good News. The Good News is that Christ overcame 
those temptations on a less than level playing field. What I 
mean to say is, that the Good News is that not only does 
Christ overcome the temptation of the devil, but He does so 
through His own humanity. For the Lord was suffering from 
physical “hunger”, having had nothing to eat; perhaps He 
experienced “loneliness”, as He spent a long-time in 
isolation; perhaps He experienced “spiritual and mental 
exhaustion” as He had spent the entire time in prayer. (Yes, 
even prayer can tire you out as any priest will know after 
saying three Masses in one day!) 

So the devil comes to tempt the Lord with rocks that 

could become bread to feed His “hunger”; tempting Him to  
throw Himself from the temple as the presence of angels  
to catch Him might alleviate His “heartache” of being  
alone; even worshipping the devil may have been tempting, 
as the Lord was perhaps not thinking straight from the  
holy “heaviness” of prayer. So the temptations are very  
real in Christ’s humanity, but His very real ability to 
overcome these temptations reveals His divinity. That is the 
Good News! 

What are the modern temptations of our time? In our 
modern desert of life, we are tempted today by worry/
anxiety (I talked about worry last weekend in the homily), 
eating too much and procrastination. A recent study 
revealed that 60% of us are tempted to worry about things. 
Sixty percent of us are tempted into procrastinating over 
things that need to be done, and more than half of 
Americans feel that they eat too much. 

How do we overcome our temptations? Certainly we 
cannot use our “divinity” as none of us are “Sons-of-God” or 
“Daughters-of-God” and second members of the Holy 
Trinity. We overcome our temptations by spiritually 
recognizing the holy example of Christ, who, although was 
100% divine, He was also 100% human like us. As you are 
reading this, you might be saying to yourself that there is a 
spiritual disadvantage since we have no divinity, and you 
would be right. But where we lack in divinity we can depend 
on the grace (God’s spiritual gifts to us) that is graciously 
given to us through the sacraments such as the Holy 
Eucharist and Reconciliation. 

Although the bread that is sitting on my credenza is 
“tempting” me to be eaten right now; I am overcoming the 
temptation in part by the other “bread of grace”, namely 
the Holy Eucharist I received at this morning’s Mass. Never 
underestimate the tremendous divine grace that flows from 
the sacraments. I am convinced that if we stay close to daily 
prayer, attend weekly and daily the Eucharist, and even 
frequent confession (as opposed to being that occasional 
Catholic), it will be virtually impossible to be tempted to 
embrace the scandalous mortal sins that surround us in our 
present society! Happy Lent! 

 
 
                                                
                                             Rev. Paul van de Crommert, Pastor    
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Adult $6,089.00 
WeShare Electronic Giving $3,702.10 
Junior $84.00 
Plate $205.10 
Fuel Collection $30.00 
Black & Indian Missions $10.00 
Catholic Mutual $728.31 
Bulletin Rebate $2,416.60 
Reimbursement $1,000.00 
CCW Church Cleaning Donation $312.00 
CCW Fuel Donation $500.00 
Memorial Monies $100.00 
Rental Income $365.00 
Stole Fee $50.00 

Grand Total $15,592.11 

Our weekly goal is set at $13,000.00 

Stewardship of Gratitude   

We had another excellent week of stewardship. Thank 
you for your gifts. We are coming upon the close of our 
Fuel Fund collection. If we had just one good push, we 
would be over our limit from last year’s amount. We are 
grateful to our active C.C.W. for contributing more than 
$800.00 this week to the parish for fuel and janitorial work 
in the church. You might also note that, this week, we 
received a kick-back from Liturgical Publications who 
produces our beautiful weekly bulletin that you are 
holding right now. Our advertisers cover the cost of 
printing and publishing the weekly bulletin. As they close 
out our first year with them, after all expenses are 
covered, we received a rebate check totaling $2,416.60. 
This will cover a good deal of the paper and printing costs 
that we spend on the inserts that are so often in the 
bulletin. We also wish to acknowledge the $100.00 gift this 
week in loving memory of “Buddy” Giefer†. May he rest in 
peace. As always, thank you for your generous gifts! 

Stewardship of Gratitude 

Welcome to Holy Rosary! 
We welcome another family this week 

to our growing family of Holy Rosary parish. 
Please welcome with me Keith and 
Charlotte Freundl, who have moved into the 
Mankato area from Marysburg. The couple 
has recently retired and are making their home here in 
Mankato. We are so happy that you have joined us. May 
your days of retirement be filled with happiness, holiness 
and hope! Welcome! 

Are you new to the area or would like to join  
Holy Rosary parish? It is now easier than ever and you  
can do it from the convenience of home. Just go to 
holyrosarynorthmankato.com/membership-registration 
and download the registration forms to fill out. You can also 
simply send us your contact information via an easy-to-use 
form and we will mail you a hard copy of those forms. Come 
join our growing Holy Rosary parish family!  

Thank You 

The family of LuVern (Buddy) Giefer† would like to thank 
everyone for their thoughts, prayers and food.  To Father Paul 
for a prayerful service, the server, the music staff and also the 
CCW ladies for serving lunch.  It was very special.   

Thanks Again! The Buddy Giefer Family 

Busy Family Guide to Lent  

– Limited Supply 

We included in this week’s bulletin a Lenten Guide that we 
purchased. The guide has some helpful suggestions as we try, as 
Catholics, to make this the best Lent ever. (Please note that they 
were included in most, but not all of the bulletins due to limited 
quantity.) Just like Advent, the Lenten “Five Minutes with the 
Word” went quickly. We will order even more booklets when we 
plan for our next Advent & Lent seasons. (We had a tremendous 
crowd last weekend, if that is a good excuse?!?) 

Please Pray For... 
Please pray for our six candidates from Holy Rosary parish 

who will be making a mini-pilgrimage to New Ulm this Sunday 
afternoon. They will be celebrating (along with the pastor) the 
Rite of Election, which is one of the steps prior to their reception 
in the Church at the Easter Vigil. Our six candidates will gather at 
the Cathedral along with all of the other candidates and 
catechumens who will be received into the Church at the Easter 
Vigil Mass. It is indeed the spring-time of the Church with the 
faith blooming in new hearts!  

Thank You Worship Committee 

Doesn’t our sanctuary at Holy Rosary 
look….well…so “Lent-like”? This is due to the efforts 
of our fine Worship Committee. This pastor and a 
couple other members starting working in the 
afternoon to ready for the committee in the 
evening. By 8:00 pm, we were ready liturgically for Ash 
Wednesday. I will say it again, I have never worked with a more 
creative, energetic and cohesive group of people. Everyone 
pitches in and there is never the rule that it has to be “exactly” 
like last year. Variety is the spice of life, and the liturgical life. 
True?  Anyway, thank you Worship Committee. You have 40 
days off until Easter! 
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The Week Ahead 
Sunday, March 5: First Sunday of Lent 
 3:00 pm – Rite of Election in New Ulm (RCIA) 

Monday, March 6: Lenten Weekday  
 8:05 am – Rosary 
 8:30 am – Mass - LuVern Giefer† 

Tuesday, March 7: Lenten Weekday (Saints Perpetua and 
Felicity, Martyrs) 
 7:00 am – Mass at Ss. Peter & Paul 
 8:15 am – Mass at St. John the Baptist   
     12:05 pm – Mass at St. Joseph the Worker 
 5:30 pm – Ten on Tuesdays Lenten Study Group  
      (Lower Hall)  

Wednesday, March 8: Lenten Weekday (Saint John of  
God, Religious) 
 10:40 am – Loyola Secondary Mass  
     (Fr. Paul - Upper Campus Chapel) - Pat Lyons† 
     1:00 pm - 4:00 pm – Sewing Group (Lower Level PC)  

       5:00 pm - 5:45 pm – Youth Choir Practice 
       6:00 pm - 7:30 pm – Holy Rosary Choir Practice 
       6:00 pm - 7:30 pm – Grades 1-6 Rel. Ed. Classes 

Thursday, March 9: Lenten Weekday (Saint Frances of  
Rome, Religious) 
 8:05 am – Rosary 
 8:30 am – Mass - Bernadine (Bonnie) Yokiel† 
 4:30 pm – Loyola Board of Trustees Meeting  
      (Fr. Paul attends)  

 7:30 pm – K of C Planning Meeting 

Friday, March 10: Lenten Weekday 
 8:05 am – Rosary 
 8:30 am – Mass - Family of Mario Aquino 
 9:15 am  – Parishioners’ Breakfast at the Perkins  
                              Restaurant (1123 Range St) - *All are invited 
 *5:30 pm – Stations of the Cross 

Saturday, March 11: Lenten Weekday 
 4:30 pm – Sacrament of Reconciliation  
 4:30 pm – Rosary 
 5:00 pm – Mass - Willard Portner† 

Sunday, March 12: Second Sunday of Lent 
 7:30 am – Rosary 
 8:00 am – Mass - People of the Parish 
 9:30 am – Rosary 
 10:00 am – Mass - Sebastian & Gloria Lena†, Emmanuel &  
       Hilda Anthonisamy†, and Imparajah† 
               (Nursery, Pre-K, and CLW during the 10:00 am Mass) 
 2:00 pm – “Personal Prayer” Session 1 - Lenten Adult  
                             Education Class by Father Paul 
   *All parishioners are invited to attend! 

 

 

Congratulations to all of our young men and women who 
received the gift of the Holy Spirit through the Sacrament 

of Confirmation on March 4th! 

Faith Blanchette daughter of  
Cedric Blanchette & Jennifer Blanchette-Hammers 

Courtney Bloemke daughter of Paul & Kari 

Kya Christiansen daughter of  
Carie Brooks & Corey Christiansen 

Ben Cahalan son of Bill & Michelle 

Brooke Carlson daughter of Mark & Kristina 

Andrew Christiansen son of Craig & Lori 

Garrett Davidson son of Dan & Lisa 

Logan Davidson son of Dan & Lisa 

Grace Ellingworth daughter of Jon & Michelle 

Taylor Fischer son of Mike & Donna 

Andrew Giefer son of Brett & Bonnie 

Reid Gruenes son of Ron & Rebecca 

Cooper Hansen son of Steve & Tamara 

Sarah Haugum daughter of Brad & Pam 

Kendra Kruse daughter of Mick & Jennifer 

Megan Mettler daughter of Kevin & Patti 

Luke Montgomery son of Kevin & Beth 

Nick Mueller son of Joel & Shawna 

Paige Nixt daughter of Steve & Michelle 

Taylor Nixt daughter of Steve & Michelle 

Nick Rasmussen son of Randy & Lana 

Isaiah Rentschler son of Cary & Linda 

Emma Richardson daughter of Kurt & Catherine 

Makena Roeker daughter of Mary Davis & Dustin Roeker  

Jordan Schmitt daughter of Mike & Susie 

Jenni Schwartz daughter of Ann 

Cody Verschelde son of David & Karen 

Anthony Weber son of Frank & Connie 

Carly Wiste daughter of Robert & Sandra  

Save the Date! 
Vacation Bible School will be held June 4th 

- 9th from 8:15 am - 11:30 am each day.  VBS 
is for students Preschool (ages 4 & 5) through 
5th grade.  The cost is $30 per student which 
includes a t-shirt, daily snacks, & daily gizmos!  

Upcoming Dates 
 March 8: Class for Elementary Grades 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm 

 K. of C. Council #5551 News  
Mar 9 -  Planning Meeting      Mar 23 -  General Meeting  
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March 11th - 12th, 2017 

Lectors: 
 5:00 pm Brian Eggersdorfer  
 8:00 am Michelle Fischer   
 10:00 am Jennifer Spaude 

Eucharistic Ministers: 
 5:00 pm Mary Beth Nygaard, Patrick & Wanda Hull,  
  Rebecca Gruenes, Nicole Hull, Karen Etzell 
 8:00 am Jane Younge, Mary Homan, Gene Brandt,  
  Sharon Lenz, Michelle Ellingworth,  
  Mike Brumm 
 10:00 am Mike & Diane O’Dea, Sherry Henrickson,  
                     Dennis Haga, JoAnn Borchert, Darlene Schorn 

Altar Servers: 
 5:00 pm Connor McGraw, Emma Niederegger,  
    Anne Wingert (C/B/B) 
 8:00 am James Younge, Carson Fischer,  
    Danielle Fischer (C/B/B) 

 10:00 am Hailey Barker, Matthew Helget, 
    Hannah Linnes (C/B/B) 

Presentation of Gifts:  
 5:00 pm Wiste Family (Confirmandi Family) 
 8:00 am Cahalan Family (Confirmandi Family) 
 10:00 am Schwartz Family (Confirmandi Family) 

Ushers: 
 5:00 pm Karen Winters, Tom Rheaume,  
  Steve Enderle, Tom Koch 
 8:00 am Doug Homan, Paul Harguth,  
  Mary Zellmer, Gary Zellmer (Head Usher) 
 10:00 am John Jagerson, Brandon Bernard, 
   Jim Barker, Doug Helget (Head Usher) 

Rosary Leaders:     
 5:00 pm Karen Etzell       8:00 am Sharon Lenz      
 10:00 am Jeanette Barsness 

Music Ministry:          
 5:00 pm Myra Schroepfer/Vicki Galli 
 8:00 am Joe Kunkel/Jeanne Makela 
     10:00 am    Youth Choir/Julie Gruber/Jeanne Makela 

Money Counters - March. 2017: Bill Fasnacht, Shirleen 
Gulden, Jan Nelson, Carl Steffensmeier, Arlyce Anderson 

Bulletin Folders - March 2017: Ruth Fitterer, Rosal 
Molski, Mary Haley, Ken Thiele, Rose Wilson 

Ten on Tuesdays 

“Ten on Tuesdays,” at Holy Rosary Parish, are 
reflections are on the Ten Commandments as they relate to 
living our Catholic life. The small groups will meet in the 
church basement every Tuesday during Lent from 5:30 pm - 
7:30 pm. The evening will include a soup supper, prayer, 
and sharing about the content presented on the Ten 
Commandments. March 7th’s meeting will be on “Keep 
Holy the Lord’s Day”. 

For more information or to register contact by February 
26th: JoAnn Borchert (507-388-8813, 507-995-3823, 
cjborche@hickorytech.net) or MaryBeth Nygaard (507-625-
1450, mary.beth.nygaard@gmail.com). 

Upcoming 

 
Opportunities 

Lenten Adult Education 

2 Sessions – “Personal Prayer”: 
(2 Sessions – Sunday, March 12th, 2:00 pm  

and Sunday, March 19th, 2:00 pm) 

Last year, as pastor, I hosted 5 sessions of the Bible in 
church during the Lenten season with a strong 
attendance of more than 100 people each week. This 
year, with the preparation of receiving 6 more individuals 
into the Church (last year, we had no candidates), and in 
consultation with the Education and Worship 
Committees, I still would like to hold at least two adult-
education sessions. This year I would like to focus on 
“Personal Prayer”. Each talk will be about an hour to an 
hour and a half and will be “fiercely practical” on how to 
improve or at least acknowledge the prayer that already 
exists in your life. This could be a great “Lenten 
Resolution” for this Lent of 2017!  

   THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 

“If we have embraced the good work of praying, fasting and 
giving during Lent, we will embrace that Good and Holy Week of 
Holy Thursday, Good Friday and the Easter Vigil. If we have not 
embraced the three-fold mission of Lent, we will certainly make an 
excuse to attend, these three faith-filled Masses and central 
liturgies of our lives as Catholics and Christians.” 

                                                  - Rev. Paul van de Crommert 
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Stewardship Corner 
 

Diocesan United Fund (D.U.F.), Diocesan Priest Pension 
Fund/ Medical, Care Comp Ins, Priest Care Fund, & Audit:                                    
 Pd. to Date: $73,231.32 
 DUE: $73,231.32 
 

Annual Diocesan Ministries Appeal (D.M.A.): 
 Rec’d. to Date: $21,803.00 
 DUE: $38,768.53 
 

Loyola Catholic School Assessment: 
 Pd. to Date: $118,344.00  
 DUE: $221,268.00 
  

Total Paid to Date 2016-17:         $213,378.32 
Apostolate Stewardship 2016-17:  $333,267.85 
 

Home-Bound Eucharistic Meeting  

Monday, March 20th, at 12:00 pm 
In conjunction with the Social 

Concerns Committee, Holy Rosary is 
hosting a noon luncheon and required 
meeting in Conference Room #1, in our 
school building, to review, update and 
make some needed changes to our home-
bound ministry. It has been many years that a meeting was 
held regarding the practices and spiritual direction for this 
important ministry of faith. We are blessed to have nearly 
20 Extraordinary Minister volunteers to the Holy Eucharist 
here in our parish. We also presently have nearly 75 
homebound parishioners who are visited on a weekly basis. 
The luncheon is complimentary. We hope to see all of you 
there. Thank you! 

Fuel Fund 
We again took a couple of steps forward in terms of 

stewardship for our annual Fuel Fund drive. This week we 
took in $530.00. The lion’s share of this amount is credited to 
the Council of Catholic Women who contributed $500.00 this 
week. Thank you, ladies, for your generous gift to Holy Rosary 
parish. We are now just $293.75 away from being equal to 
what was taken in last year for fuel. This year our 
temperatures were a bit warmer, so God has helped this fund 
as well. Thank you for your generous stewardship in this area. 

Council of Catholic Women News 

March 28th: CCW Business Meeting at 4pm (Conf. Rm. 1) 

*Please note time change due to Lenten Study Group 

SINCERE 

SYMPATHY 

To the families of Ruth Gag† and Arlo Sandvig† 
     -May they rest in peace. 

Pasta with the Padres is Coming! 
The 11th Annual “Pasta with 

the Padres” fundraiser for ECHO 
Food Shelf, sponsored by the four 
Mankato area Catholic churches, 
will be held at Holy Rosary 
Catholic Church on Sunday, March 
19th from 4:00 pm - 7:00 pm. We will need a lot of helpers 
again this year with both the dinner and Silent Auction. Sign up 
sheets will be in the church entries. Please sign up to help and 
then plan to attend. It’s lots of fun! 

Worship Committee Meeting 

Holy Rosary Catholic Church 

February 13, 2017 Minutes 
The Holy Rosary Worship Committee was called to order on 

Monday, February 13th, at 6:30 pm. Nearly all the members were in 
attendance. The past minutes of November 28th were reviewed and 
approved as read. There were no additions to the agenda.  

Pastor’s Comments: Father reported that a good deal of work has 
been done with regards to the various ministries at Mass. Father and 
two members of the Worship Committee worked on training 13 new 
altar servers for Mass to carry the cross, book and ring bells. Three 
training sessions were held, but it will still take the next year before 
they will be able to be trained to be the main servers at Mass. Three 
new servers from last year still need to be trained for being main 
servers. That will be done soon.   

Father also held a meeting of the music ministers last Sunday 
evening with virtually 100% attendance. The meeting was constructive 
with some slight changes that will be taking place at the Mass, the 
introduction of new hymns each year, etc. Plans are in the works for a 
couple more song leaders to be starting soon, as well.  A reception 
after the Music Ministry meeting followed in the church basement.   

Father was pleased with the Christmas Masses, but, at one of the 
morning Masses, no scheduled ushers were present. A few weeks later 
this occurred again at the 10:00 am Mass. Father opened the meeting 
for discussion with the Worship Committee members, as how to 
prevent this usher situation from happening in the future. 

 Father asked the Worship Committee how best to address 
concerns when people are not fulfilling their ministries in a proper 
way? Would he need to hold another meeting? A member shared with 
Father, that in the past (many years ago), when the schedule was put 
out, a letter was included to remind people of ways to perform the 
ministry better or make improvements. Father thought that this would 
be a great idea and will include a letter of changes and directions for 
the various liturgical ministries in the next schedule that will be going 
out in the coming days.  
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The bulletin cover has been again undergoing some changes in 
design. The staff and Father are still working on some more changes to 
make the bulletin even more eye-catching. 

Father has six candidates that he is instructing on Sunday. Father 
recently gave a spiritual workshop–retreat to all the Catholic school 
teachers at Cathedral in New Ulm on prayer that was well received. 
Father plans to modify the talk that he worked on and researched, and 
to use that for one or two sessions during Lent for continuing 
education. He will ask the adults in the program that are being 
received into the Church to be part of this as well. 

Father stated that, at this meeting, he will be seeking some input 
from the committee regarding some potential repairs and 
improvements to the church in the coming months. 

Father concluded by thanking the Worship Committee for all of 
their help setting up and taking down the Christmas environment. 

Old Business: Christmas Environment: The Christmas environment 
was reviewed. The decorations were largely similar to the past two 
years. The people are expecting and appreciating things being well 
done. Christmas was unusual as it fell this year on the weekend. There 
were favorable comments about the church’s decorations. Many 
people expressed pleasure that, after the decorations were taken 
down, some wreaths and the like were left up. People do not like to 
see that sharp contrast from being fully decorated for Christmas, to 
stark and bare. Penance Services: Holy Rosary and St. John’s 
celebrated Advent Penance Services. The Lenten schedule was to have 
St. Joseph’s and Ss. Peter and Paul to celebrate. St. Joseph’s has 
decided to celebrate a service on Wednesday, instead of Sunday 
afternoon that would include their religious education students. The 
other service(s) need to be discussed at a later time. Rosary 
Leadership: Father would like to meet and review with those who are 
leading the rosary before Mass. There are concerns about being heard, 
timing, etc. Father will plan this in the future weeks/months. Daily 
Mass Lectors: Daily Mass lectors were reviewed. They will be asked to 
attend the lector workshop. Altar Cloth Tops: A protective material 
covering is placed on top of the altar to prevent the main altar cloth 
from being laundered. More of these cloths are needed. Mary Clare 
Wyrowski will sew some more in the near future. Sunday Morning 
Mass Times: The time of the Sunday morning Mass will remain for now 
at the present time although the motion passed to alter the time by 15 
minutes. Father is considering a possible change next winter in 2017-
2018. Musicians were concerned about the 15 minute loss. If the 10:00 
am was moved to 10:15 am, there would be that additional time and, 
as many are coming late to the 10:00 am, maybe the 15 minutes 
“might” be helpful. More discussion will still take place. Awnings: A 
discussion was held about the brightness of the sun on some Sunday 
mornings. Exterior awnings was suggested, but it would be costly. 
Interior shades were suggested, but would also be expensive and 
perhaps unsightly. It would be easier for those who are bothered by 
the sun to move to a different pew?!? Five Minutes with the Word: 
The committee will review if the amount ordered will need to increase 
or decrease. Altar Server Dress: It has been decided to hold off on 
ordering new garments until the sacristy has been remodeled and the 
dust has settled. Speaker in the Sacristy: The speaker has been again re
-installed in the sacristy and works well. Lector seating: A chair has 
been placed in the sanctuary that matches the liturgical appointments 

to replace the stool that had previously existed. Sanctuary Lamp 
Intentions: This spiritual project has been going well. The parishioners 
are responding very well to this new prayer form of praying for a loved 
one in memory of the sanctuary lamp. The weekly intention is posted 
in the parish bulletin in an attractive box. 13 intentions have been 
offered to date and 23 intentions are still on the books that are waiting 
to be offered. Stations of the Cross: This year they will be consistently 
celebrated every Friday at 5:30 pm. The time was chosen so that 
people coming off of work might stop for a half hour on their way 
home to pray the stations. 

New Business: Church Steps: Father discussed with the Worship 
Committee the recommendation of the Finance Council to upgrade 
the exterior steps of the church in the future. The present steps are 
crumbling and the railings are going sideways, not being helpful for 
those that need them. The landing is also too short by the front doors. 
Father had suggested repairing the crumbling steps, but the Finance 
Committee suggested exploring upgrading and replacing them. Father 
is also considering upgrading the original church sign and possibly 
introducing some form of the rosary garden that had been talked 
about in the past. Father asked the Worship Committee for their input. 
The committee generally agreed that the steps and railing were not 
conducive for today’s needs. One member talked about how dim the 
lighting is after the Saturday evening Masses during the winter and this 
should be included in the project. An electronic sign was discussed as a 
possibility of bringing the parish into the 21st century. A number of 
other churches have had these signs for many years. In general, the 
Worship Committee saw benefit in exploring and upgrading a very 
practical project for the parish. Some suggested to look at old pictures 
and look at the original design of the 1950’s. This could provide some 
insight as to how the new steps should look. More information and 
discussion will be held. Father will be meeting with a church architect 
in the coming weeks.  Easter Candle: The committee reviewed multiple 
Easter candles and picked a new design out based on a majority vote. 
Holy Week Decorating: Decorating and dates for Holy Week were 
discussed and set at the meeting. Music Ministry Workshop: A 
workshop for all of the musicians and song leaders was held on 
Sunday, February 12th. Virtually 100% attendance of all those involved 
in the music ministry were present along with some new additions, so 
110%! The meeting was constructive and also a good time of 
fellowship. It has been a long time since a music meeting was held. 
Those who attended were appreciative of the meeting. Lector 
Training: A  meeting of all of the lectors will be held in the coming 
weeks. Father has asked the help of Nancy Holden and Brian 
Eggersdorfer to assist him in this meeting as they both have 
background with public speaking through their profession. Precious 
Blood Consumption: It was suggested by a member of the Worship 
Committee that if a E.M.E. has still some of the Precious Blood in their 
chalice, rather than consume the remains by the credence table, 
instead they should go into the sacristy, consume the remaining 
amount, place the purificator over the empty chalice and return to 
their place. The committee all agreed that this would be a good 
practice. 

There being no further business, the next Worship Committee 
meeting will be held on May 8th at 6:30 pm. The meeting closed with 
prayer.  
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Enrollment information for the 2017-18 school year is 
available for Preschool-grade 12.  For details, visit the LCS 
website and click on “Re-Enrollment Information for 2017-
18” on the homepage.  Questions? Please call 388-0600.   

Coming soon at Loyola! 
Friday, March 10, Kindergarten Round up:  9:30-11am 

and 12:30-2pm (school will be in session giving you a sense 
of Loyola’s culture) and Tuesday, March 14, 6-7:30pm, 
Upper Campus 

Tuesday, March 14, Preschool - Grade 12 Open House:  
5:30-7:30, Upper Campus 

Family Tours and Student Shadow Days scheduled at 
your convenience. Call 507-388-0600. 

THANK YOU!  In a special collection during Catholic 
Schools Week members of our Mankato/North Mankato 
parishes contributed over $21,000 to Loyola.  Your 
generous support is deeply appreciated.   

Did you know?  Students enrolled in Loyola’s all day-
every day PreKindergarten class participate in “specialist” 
classes for Music, Spanish, PE and Library Time. Our 
Kindergarteners add specialist Art classes and daily SMART 
time (multi-sensory exercises developing small/large motor 
skills, balance, dexterity, and eye-hand coordination).  

At the conclusion of our Ash Wednesday Mass teacher 
Bridget Hermer and students Kayla Gross, Hailey Meyer-
James and Sadie Blace shared their recent experience of 
building houses in San Lucas, Guatemala.  As our Lenten 
outreach we hope to raise $1150, the cost of a wood 
house, cement floor, and tin roof.  Because families often 
do not own the land on which they live the homes are built 
so they can be dismantled and moved with the family when 
they relocate. 

Congratulations to Loyola Science teacher Mr. Chris 
Biehn, who recently received the Golden Apple teaching 
award. 

Save the Dates: Crusader Golf Classic on May 15th & 
LoyolaPalooza on July 29th. 

Black & Indian Mission Collection 

This 125-year-old National Collection for Black and 
Indian people continues as the embodiment of the Church’s 
concern for evangelizing the Black and Indian peoples of the 
United States. Please be as generous as your hearts allow 
and drop your envelope (found in your envelope packet) in 
the main collection at Mass this weekend, March 4th & 5th. 

Birthright Raffle 

Birthright Raffle tickets are once again available at the Holy 
Rosary parish office. The Raffle will take place at the K of C’s 
General Meeting in March. For more information, please 
contact David Mutch at 387-5406. 

Thank You 
Thank you to the CCW for their donation to Pedal Past 

Poverty held last Saturday at the YMCA. Holy Rosary’s team 
had seven bikers, however, only one was a parishioner from 
Holy Rosary. Hopefully we can do better next year to 
support the homeless shelter in Mankato. 

Social Concerns Project 

– Feeding the Hungry 
At our most recent Social 

Concerns Committee meeting, we 
discussed adopting an apostolate 
of stewardship for those brothers 
and sisters in Christ who are 
disadvantaged through a lack of 
food, shelter and the very basic, 
necessities of life. As pastor, I 
shared with the committee that, in 
previous assignments, we had raised money all year, but 
especially during Lent, for the missions in Guatemala. The 
Social Concerns Committee felt that raising money for the 
mission lands was important, but also felt that there is a 
great need right here, in our own Blue Earth and Nicollet 
counties. The ECHO Food Shelf is always trying to raise food 
and money to feed the many hungry souls in our midst. 
With that in mind, we will be taking a collection at all of the 
weekend Masses through Lent for the ECHO Food Shelf. At 
the close of Lent we will present a check to the Food Shelf to 
be used as they need to feed the poor and the economically 
disadvantaged. There are great graces that come to us when 
we give alms to the poor. We will post in the bulletin the 
amount that we receive along with a running total. “When 
you give, you are not to let your left hand know what your 
right hand is doing. Keep your deeds of mercy secret, and 
your Father who sees in secret, will repay you.” 

Shroud of Turin Encounter 

The SERRA CLUB  of Mankato invites 
parishioners to a Lenten Event presentation, 
a showing of the "Shroud Encounter", 
identical to the live presentation by Russ 
Breault (ShroudEncounter.com) that the 
Newman Center sponsored at MSUM’s 
student ball room in recent years, to be held in Matthew’s 
Hall, at St. John the Baptist, Mankato, Thurs., March 9, 6:15 
pm.  Pizza will be served. Learn of all the scientifically 
proven evidence on this cloth, including among many other 
things, that it was the burial shroud of a Scourged 
& Crucified Jew from first century Jerusalem, who died  
while nailed to the Cross. Discussion & Questions led by  
Fr. Robert Schneider. RSVP to Joan Kellen 625-3131 or 
jkellen@stjohnsmankato.net 



FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT                                                                                                   MARCH 5, 2017 

 

 

Prayers and support for all of our sick and injured 
of Holy Rosary Parish 

Our prayers go out to all of the sick and injured in our 
parish who are at home, in the hospital, nursing homes or 
assisted-living residences. May God bless them and keep 
them under His guidance and protection!   

For Those Who Are Ill & Special Needs 
Laverne Reichel, Martha VanLoy, Nancy Holden, Frances 

Lorentz, Marilyn Rieff, Doug Peterson, Daniel Crowley, Jo 
Lindberg, Charles Ulman 

For Our Families 
Monday Berend & Mary Brinks 
Tuesday Judie Neitge 
Wednesday Peter & Jelaine Schreiner 
Thursday Karl & Janelle Campeau 
Friday Tim & Marya Flynn 
Saturday David & Barbara Viehweg 
Sunday Thomas & Karen Schmoll 

For Those in the Military 
Nick Blace Matt McGraw William Backes 
Jared Hiniker Christopher Schmidt  Ben Barsness 
Dana Schiller Jonathan Heintz Daniel Fitterer  
Mark Hansen Timothy Eick  Anna Drummer 

Prayer Chain 

If you have a short term prayer request or prayer 
of thanksgiving for our prayer chain to pray for, 
please call Teresa Kolstad at 327-9810.   

Lord, Hear Our Prayers 

Home Visitation: If you wish to have yourself or a loved 
one receive the sacraments, Holy Communion or a personal 
pastoral visit, please call our coordinator, Lorraine Klaseus at 
507-388-4932 

 
This Week’s Sanctuary Light Intention: 

Intentions of Jim & Dolores Portz 

This Week’s Readings 
Mon: Lv 19:1-2, 11-18/Mt 25:31-46  
Tues: Is 55:10-11/Mt 6:7-15  
Wed: Jon 3:1-10/Lk 11:29-32  
Thurs:
Fri: Ez 18:21-28/Mt 5:20-26  
Sat: Dt 26:16-19/Mt 5:43-48  
Sun: Gn 12:1-4a/2 Tm 1:8b-10/Mt 17:1-9 

Men’s Breakfast 

Enjoy a pre-St. Patrick’s Day 
Breakfast and bucket raffle on Sunday, 
March 12th, from 9:00 am to 11:30 pm, 
served by the men of the Church of St. 
Paul, Nicollet. Menu includes ham and 
sausage, scrambled eggs, potatoes and 
beverages. Tickets are $8 for Adults, $3 for Children ages 6-12, 
and Free for Children 5 and under. Join them before breakfast 
for Sunday Mass at 8:00 am. A Catholic Order of Foresters 
Court 812 Matching Grant Fundraiser for Religious Education. 

St. Patrick’s Day Ham Dinner 

Join St. John’s Catholic Church in Mankato for their 
125th St. Patrick’s Day Ham Dinner this coming Sunday, 
March 12th, from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm. They will be serving 
baked ham, mashed potatoes & gravy, baked beans, potato 
salad, relishes, jello, rolls, coffee or milk, plus pie!! Get a free 
balloon with a children’s meal! Tickets are $10 for Adults, $3 
for K-6th, Free for Preschool, and $30 Max for Family. 

 Statement Regarding Diocesan 

Corporation Staff Reductions  
From Tom Holzer, Director of Operations & Finance  

 (Feb. 28, 2017) - As part of our ongoing efforts to make the 
best use of limited financial resources and to address financial 
challenges facing the Diocese of New Ulm, we have 
implemented staffing changes, effective today.  

Five employees received lay-off notices and one employee 
had hours reduced. This was a difficult decision to make and 
even harder to implement, knowing how these dedicated 
employees have served the Church over the past years.  

These staffing changes were made only after the Diocese 
had determined that it had exhausted all budget reductions that 
were possible without reducing staff. The goal of these changes 
is to make prudent spending reductions, while at the same time 
maintaining essential diocesan ministries and support services.  

These changes follow a pay freeze and restrictions on out-of
-state business travel for diocesan employees, both 
implemented in 2016. In addition, higher deductibles and out-of
-pocket maximums on health insurance were implemented last 
summer and this spring the health, dental and vision insurance 
premium subsidy for part-time diocesan staff will be reduced. 
There are 23 remaining diocesan employees, 13 full-time and 
ten part-time.  

Please note that the diocesan corporation is a separate 
corporation from parishes, Catholic schools and other Catholic 
organizations within the geographic area the Diocese serves. 
Today’s announcement doesn’t directly affect the operations of 
parishes, Catholic schools or other local Catholic organizations.  

Bishop John LeVoir has asked remaining diocesan 
employees and other local Catholics to pray for those who have 
been affected by these diocesan staffing changes. 






