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“Jesus said to His disciples: ‘If you love me, you will 
keep my commandments.’”  

                                                           - St. John 

Congratulations to the “Class of 2017”. That 
date sounds like something out of science 
fiction, far off into the future, yet the time is 
now! Wow! Regardless if you are a parent or a 
priest, time travels quickly and most especially 
as we see our young people grow up and 
become young adults.  

As the apple trees are in blossom, (perhaps 
since smell is our best form of memory), I have 
been recalling again, with such clarity, my older 
brothers and sister in their final days of high 
school, preparing to enter college and the small receptions 
that we had out on the farm. Although I would never have 
admitted it, I felt, as the youngest boy, a certain sadness 
that they were starting a whole new chapter of their lives, 
leaving the rest of us behind, in the hum-drum of helping 
with chores on the farm. The farm house itself seemed a bit 
bigger and a bit emptier as another bedroom upstairs 
started looking more like a parlor and less like a place where 
people studied and slept. 

By the time that I graduated from Catholic High School, 
the excitement of starting a new chapter had given way to 
another sadness; of saying farewell to classmates and 
friends who had become like a second family. While I 
thought it was a huge academic milestone to have 
completed 12 years of school (7 years in the public school 
system and 5 years in the Catholic School system), I had no 
idea the intensity those next years would be academically 
(and emotionally), as I received my undergraduate Bachelor 
of Science and, four years later, a Masters in Divinity. 

Since being ordained, I have attended many graduations. 
Although graduation ceremonies are right up there with 
attending church on the weekend (for many) in terms of 
boredom, one dream on my bucket list that I may never 
fulfill is to speak to a large graduating class in a public arena. 
I already have a bit of that talk in my head. In my dream, I 
find myself speaking to them about how life, if to be lived 
successfully, needs to focus less on “feelings” and emotion, 
& more on the “faithfulness” of commitment & character. 

Today’s Gospel from St. John is, really, kind of a 
“Commencement Address” from and for Christ, the 
Almighty, for scholars refer to this passage as His “Farewell 
Discourse”. For Christ is ready to put on the black 

mortarboard of martyrdom, as he will be crowned with 
thorns and hung out for death on the cross. As Christ will 
graduate spiritually by going to the Father (that we will 
celebrate next Sunday through the Ascension), the apostles 
too will be called to preach, and teach, and give their own 
commencement addresses, before they too are delivered 
over to death and die a martyrs death. 

The Lord begins with a powerful line in His address in 
this Sunday’s gospel, stating to his apostles, His students, 
THAT, WHEN IT COMES TO LOVE, they will not be expressing 
“OVERT FEELINGS”, but rather “OBEDIENCE in FAITH”. 
Perhaps the hardest lesson of life to learn is that LOVE is 
not a FEELING, it is a decision. For whatever career we take 
on, whatever vocation we embrace (marriage, priesthood or 
the single state), one day we all wake up and must decide, 
“IS LOVE A FEELING OR IS IT A CHOICE?”  If we will believe, 
as the culture wants us to believe, that LOVE is simply a 
FEELING, the road of life will be LONG and FEAR-FILLED. For 
the feelings of love for our loved ones and for our life’s work 
will come and go like the pendulum on a clock. But in 
keeping with Christ and this Gospel passage from St. John 
that LOVE is a FAITH-RESPONSE, revealed through 
COMMITMENT and yes, SACRIFICE, life might still be hard, 
but it will be much more enjoyable because it will be FAITH-
FILLED. When we make a love commitment in faith, that 
faith is like the key of the clock that we always have and can 
always wind up, when the momentum of love slows down 
or stops.  

After all these years, I do not remember much of my 
high school graduation. I remember having mixed feelings of 
leaving my close-knit class of less than 30 students. But I do 
remember the loving friendships I formed, some of which 
have lasted for decades. I also remember one line that was 
written by a faculty member in my yearbook that year. He 
simply wrote: “Stay sane and loyal to the Church”. I have 
tried to do that, these many years. 

As our graduates venture out into the world, may they 
remain “sane” when the spirit of freedom and evil will ask 
them to go against the values and beliefs that they have 
been taught those first 18 years. Most of all, may they be 
“loyal” to the Church and to the “love” of God, who “loved”, 
not simply with “feelings”, but with “faith” in His heavenly 
Father, in the commitment to get all Christians who believed 
in Him, to reach everlasting life. Congratulations Graduates! 

   
 

 
 

                                      Rev. Paul van de Crommert, Pastor    
                                      
P.S. One last piece of advice! Attend Mass as the Third 

Commandment and Christ commands us to do! Peace!  
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Adult $5,070.00 
WeShare Electronic Giving $3,625.40 
Junior $53.00 
Plate $245.41 
Mortar & Maintenance Project $5,808.00 
Vacation Raffle Ticket Sales $550.00 
Vacation Raffle Silent Auction $2,425.00 
Trinity Dome Collection $673.51 
Vacation Bible School Income $30.00 
Stole Fees $600.00 
Vigil Lights $18.45 

Grand Total $19,098.77 

Our weekly goal is set at $13,000.00 

Stewardship Of Gratitude 
The final weeks are winding down when it comes to 

the fiscal year and to stewardship. All I feel at this point 
is sincere pastoral gratitude. This week, we again 
celebrated another very successful Vacation Raffle that 
was begun many years ago by a previous pastor. It is 
pretty impressive that we are able to sell our 200 tickets 
two weeks before the actual event, and could have 
probably sold a good deal more! This makes Holy Rosary 
a pretty amazing place when it comes to stewardship. 
Thank you for that! Please don’t rule out giving 
electronically. It is sometimes a stewardship challenge 
through the summer months, when we are the road, to 
remember to catch up with a contribution envelope 
when you have been absent from the parish. By giving 
electronically, it is a “Win-Win” situation. We win as we 
receive regular and consistent stewardship. You win, 
because you do not have to worry about remembering 
an envelope or catching up when you are gone. As 
always, thank you so much for your gifts! 

Stewardship of Gratitude Anointing Masses 

In cooperation with our Worship 
Committee and Social Concerns Committee, 
we will again be hosting a series of 
Communal Anointing Masses for all those 
who are sick and infirm. Our main Communal 
Anointing Mass will be held Monday, May 22nd, at 4:00 pm in 
the main church with a potluck social downstairs following the 
Mass. Everyone is welcome. There will also be a Communal 
Anointing Mass at Monarch Meadows in North Mankato on 
Friday, May 26th, at 10:15 am. The third Anointing Mass will be 
held on a Wednesday in June (note change - stay tuned for new 
date) at 9:15 am at Oak Terrace. Please note the dates and 
times if you wish to attend. We had a great response last fall 
for these Masses. Please know that those who received the 
sacrament last fall are welcome to receive it once again. 

   THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 

“Cultivate literature and useful knowledge for the 
purpose of qualifying the rising generation for patrons of 
good government, virtue and happiness.”  

                                                - George Washington 

Here Comes Summer!  

There Goes the Spiritual?!? 

Personally, there is perhaps no time of year that I look 
forward to more than the start of summer. The next three 
months we will be able to physically enjoy warm weather, a bit 
less work, a time to travel a little bit, and a time to see family 
and friends. As a pastor, the start of summer also makes me 
anxious and nervous as there are many faithful souls out there 
who have been faithful to come to Mass each week, but, when 
summer hits, they again convince themselves that the Third 
Commandment of God is little more than a “suggestion”. The 
practice of attending Mass can never be replaced by any family 
or fun activity no matter how important or enjoyable. As you 
make your summer plans, please make sure that you include 
the Lord and the reception of Holy Communion! Have a HAPPY 
and a HOLY summer!  

Vacation Raffle - Thank You 

A good time was had by all who came to celebrate the 
LAST fund-raiser of this Fiscal Year of 2016-2017. A special 
word of thanks to Jim Theuninck and his committee for all of 
their work behind the scenes to make this event into a reality. 
Thank you, too, for all of you who donated items to the Silent 
Auction as well as bought tickets and enjoyed good food and 
fellowship. Congratulations to our “LUCKY WINNERS”. We 
know that you will be back again next year to 
try and win again! Most of all, thank not just for 
the “stewardship” that such an event provides, 
but also the “social” aspect of bringing a large 
group of our parish family to gather to build 
community and the Mystical Body of 
Christ. Thanks again! We hope to 
see you all back next year! 
God bless you! 

Brady Taylor and 
Samantha Pengilly 

are to be married on 
June 10, 2017,  

at Holy Rosary Catholic Church, North Mankato, MN. 
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The Week Ahead 

Sunday, May 21: Sixth Sunday of Easter  
 10:00 am – Baccalaureate Mass - People of the Parish 
                  (Class of 2017 - East, West, & Loyola High Schools) 
 11:00 am – Parish “Lunch on the Lawn”  
 7:00 pm – Loyola Graduation (Fr. Paul - Upper Campus Gym) 

Monday, May 22: Easter Weekday (Saint Rita of Cascia, 
Religious) 
      No Morning Mass 

 4:00 pm – Anointing Mass for the Sick & Infirm  
                          (Holy Rosary) - Dorothy Drummer 
 5:00 pm – Potluck Social (Lower Hall) 

Tuesday, May 23: Easter Weekday   
 7:00 am – Mass at Ss. Peter & Paul 
 8:15 am – Mass at St. John the Baptist   
     12:05 pm – Mass at St. Joseph the Worker 
 6:30 pm – VBS Volunteer Meeting (Conf. Rm. 1) 

Wednesday, May 24: Easter Weekday 
 9:15 am – Mass at Oak Terrace (Fr. Paul) - Arlo Sandvig† 
      1:00 pm - 4:00 pm – Sewing Group (Lower Level PC)  
      5:00 pm - 5:45 pm– Youth Choir Practice (Church)  

Thursday, May 25: Easter Weekday (Saint Bede the  
Venerable, Priest and Doctor of the Church; Saint Gregory VII,  
Pope; Saint Mary Magdalene de’Pazzi, Virgin) 
 8:05 am – Rosary 

 8:30 am – Mass - Jerry Nelson† 
     12:00 pm - 6:00 pm – Blood Drive - K of C (Lower Hall)  

 7:30 pm – K of C General Meeting  

Friday, May 26: Saint Philip Neri, Priest  
 9:15 am  – Parishioners’ Breakfast at the Perkins 
                           Restaurant (1123 Range St) - *All are invited 
 10:15 am  – Anointing Mass for the Sick & Infirm  
     at Monarch Meadows (Fr. Paul) - Cyrilla Beal† 

Saturday, May 27: Easter Weekday (Saint Augustine of 
Canterbury, Bishop) 

 4:30 pm – Sacrament of Reconciliation  
 4:30 pm – Rosary 
 5:00 pm – Mass - Bob Frederick† 
 6:15 pm – Blessing of the Bikes (North Lawn of the Church) 

Sunday, May 28: The Ascension of the Lord 
 7:30 am – Rosary 
 8:00 am – Mass - Phyllis Hiniker† 
 9:30 am – Rosary 
 10:00 am – Mass - People of the Parish 
 11:15 am – Baptism  

 

May 27th - 28th, 2017 

Lectors: 
 5:00 pm Cindy Gawrych 
 8:00 am John Holden   
 10:00 am Chris Cain 

Eucharistic Ministers: 
 5:00 pm Nicole Hull, Patrick & Wanda Hull, 
  Rick Gruber, Brenda Voracek, Paul Stevens 
 8:00 am Terri Compton, Arlyce Anderson,  
  Michelle Ellingworth, Bernie Bastian,  
  Linda & Gerry Hiniker 
 10:00 am Curt & Donna Stanke, Maxine Davis,  
  Dennis Haga, Julie Schoettler, Ryan Howe 

Altar Servers: 
 5:00 pm Jonathan Hull, Ann Voracek, 
  Zachary Chelstrom (C/B/B) 
 8:00 am Ben & Grace Ellingworth, 
  Jazzlynn Flynn (C/B/B) 

 10:00 am Elias & Sheamus Westermann, 
  Julia Schumacher (C/B/B) 

Presentation of Gifts:  
 5:00 pm (First Communicant Family) 
 8:00 am (First Communicant Family) 
 10:00 am Knox Family (First Communicant Family) 

Ushers: 
 5:00 pm Gary Wintheiser, Ken & Pat Thiele,  
  Mark Weingartz (Head Usher) 
 8:00 am Frank & Tony Weber, Paul Harguth,  
  Carl Steffensmeier (Head Usher) 
 10:00 am Brent Friedrichs, John Jagerson,  
  Isaac Kolstad, Blaine Kolstad (Head Usher) 

Rosary Leaders:     
 5:00 pm Eileen Wadekamper 
 8:00 am Arlyce Anderson      10:00 am Donna Wolf 

Music Ministry:          
 5:00 pm Youth Choir/Julie Gruber/Jeanne Makela 
 8:00 am Corinne Ort/Jeanne Makela 
     10:00 am Kathy Jo Johns/Tom Bachmann/Vicki Galli 

Money Counters - May 2017: Arlyce Anderson, Mary 

Haley, Lee Sontag Kopp, Les Kopp 

Bulletin Folders - May 2017: Mary Bliss, Barb Wegscheid, 

Marge Grausam, Maxine Davis, Rita Townsend 

 
K. of C. Council #5551 News  

May 25 - Blood Drive 12pm-6pm 
May 25 - General Meeting 

 

June 8 - Planning  
               Meeting 
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Prayers and support for all of our sick and injured 
of Holy Rosary Parish 

Our prayers go out to all of the sick and injured in our 
parish who are at home, in the hospital, nursing homes or 
assisted-living residences. May God bless them and keep 
them under His guidance and protection!   

For Those Who Are Ill & Special Needs 
Gabe Speckel, Laverne Reichel, William van de 

Crommert, Charlie Shamp, Kim Umhoefer, Edie Lange, Greg 
Steffel, Amber & her two sons, Isayah & Taydinn; Daniel 
Crowley; Jo Lindberg; Charles Ulman 

For Our Families 
Monday Marilyn Rieff 
Tuesday Jon & Darcy Bormann 
Wednesday Joan Bruels 
Thursday Cheryl Pfeffer 
Friday Dean & Lori Cullen 
Saturday Keith Charlotte Freundl 
Sunday Jared Bach 

For Those in the Military 
Nick Blace Matt McGraw William Backes 
Jared Hiniker Christopher Schmidt  Ben Barsness 
Dana Schiller Daniel Fitterer  Anna Drummer 
Mark Hansen Timothy Eick   

Prayer Chain 

If you have a short term prayer request or prayer 
of thanksgiving for our prayer chain to pray for, 
please call Teresa Kolstad at 327-9810.   

Lord, Hear Our Prayers 

Home Visitation: If you wish to have yourself or a loved 
one receive the sacraments, Holy Communion or a personal 
pastoral visit, please call our coordinator, Lorraine Klaseus at 
507-388-4932 

 
This Week’s Sanctuary Light Intention: 

Paul Ulmen 

This Week’s Readings 
Mon: Acts 16:11-15/Jn 15:26—16:4a  
Tues: Acts 16:22-34/Jn 16:5-11  
Wed: Acts 17:15, 22—18:1/Jn 16:12-15  
Thurs:
Fri: Acts 18:9-18/Jn 16:20-23  
Sat: Acts 18:23-28/Jn 16:23b-28  
Sun: Acts 1:12-14/1 Pt 4:13-16/Jn 17:1-11a 

Blessing of the Bikes – NEXT SATURDAY! 

(May is National Bike Month!) 

Hey all BIKE RIDERS! We are into BIKE SEASON 
regardless if it is a 3-wheeler, 2-wheeler or 1-wheeler. (Any 
unicycle riders out there?) Next Saturday, following the 
Mass, there will be our annual Blessing of the Bikes! Treats 
and Trinkets will be given out again by Holy Rosary Parish 
and Jon Andersen’s Bike Shop, “Flying Penguin Outdoor 
Sports”, for all the people and families who bring out their 
bikes to be blessed. 

Did you know how good bike-riding is for you? Biking is 
exercise and the more you do it, the healthier you will be. 
The American Heart Association confirmed this with a 2016 
study that discovered that people who bike regularly (like 
your pastor) - either for fun or for work (the Dutch do it for 
work) - have a lower risk of heart disease. The study showed 
that as little as a half-hour of biking per week can have a 
great benefit to the heart. 

About 76% of American workers drive alone to work, 
but only .6% ride a bicycle, according to the U.S. Census 
Bureau. The Environmental Protection Agency says, if you 
can do it safely, leaving your car at home just two days a 
week can reduce greenhouse gas emissions by an average of 
2 tons a year. 

ABOVE ALL, WE WANT YOU TO BE SAFE WHEN YOU 
RIDE. THE BEST BICYCLE IS NO MATCH FOR A FOUR-
WHEELED VEHICLE. BE SURE TO OBSERVE ALL THE RULES OF 
THE ROAD, HAVE THE PROPER GEAR AND ASK FOR GOD’S 
PROTECTION AS YOU SET OUT FOR ANOTHER YEAR OF 
BIKING. 

Please bring your bike before or directly after Mass on 
the north lawn of the church. We will have a bike racks to 
secure your bike during the service! We again hope to see 
many of you there! Be safe! 

The Basilica of the National Shrine  

of the Immaculate Conception 

Thank you for your generous support of the Trinity 
Dome collection. Your participation will bring to completion 
the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate 
Conception, our church, America’s Catholic Church. 
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Stewardship Corner 
 

Diocesan United Fund (D.U.F.), Diocesan Priest Pension 
Fund/ Medical, Care Comp Ins, Priest Care Fund, & Audit:                                    
 Pd. to Date: $73,231.32 
 Goal: $73,231.32 
 

Annual Diocesan Ministries Appeal (D.M.A.): 
 Rec’d. to Date: $22,022.00 
 Soft Goal: $38,768.53 
 

Loyola Catholic School Assessment: 
 Pd. to Date: $221,268.00 
 Goal: $221,268.00 
 

Total Paid to Date 2016-17: $316,521.32 
Apostolate Stewardship 2016-17: $316,521.32 
 

2017 ECHO FOOD SHELF COLLECTION 

RECEIVED: $8,897.52 

Baptism 
Our prayers and best wishes go out 

to Thomas & Jill McGarry on the 
occasion of the Baptism of their 
daughter, Eleanor Grace, who was 
baptized following this Saturday’s 
Mass. May her Baptism be the 
beginning of a life-long relationship 
with Christ and His bride the Church! May God bless you on 
this most joyful occasion! 

Maintenance & Mortar Project 
We are doing very well on our project to repair and 

waterproof the exterior brick on our 1950 structure. Can you 
believe that we are barely a week into the promotion of this 
project and we have already taken in a total of $9,287.15 or 
31% of what is needed? Have I convinced you yet at how 
wonderful Holy Rosary parish is through their spirit that is 
revealed in so many ways including their stewardship? On the 
week of May 7th, an envelope was attached to the bulletin for 
this Mortar and Maintenance project. If you no longer have the 
bulletin or the envelope or were gone that weekend, you are 
welcome to take a plain envelope or simply write in the check 
memo “Church Maintenance” and we will see that it goes into 
the right account. Thank you already to those generous souls 
out there that so generously gave. May God reward you! 

2017 MAINTENANCE & MORTAR PROJECT 

RECEIVED: $9,287.15  ●  GOAL: $30,000.00 

Spaghetti Dinner at All Saints Church 

June 3rd from 5:30-7:30pm 
The staff at All Saints Academy, in Madison 

Lake, are hosting a spaghetti dinner to help raise 
money to replace some of the worn out items 
used throughout the years. All are welcome! 
Spaghetti, a full Salad Bar, Garlic Toast and a 
Dessert will be provided! Free will donation. 

Catholic Communication Campaign 

Next week, our second collection is for the Catholic 
Communication Campaign. This campaign connects people 
with Christ, here and around the world in developing 
countries, through the internet, television, radio, and print 
media. Fifty percent of funds collected remains in our 
diocese to fund local communications efforts. Your support 
helps spread the gospel message! To learn more, visit 
www.usccb.org/ccc. 

Plant Sale Thank You! 
Thanks to all who helped make it another successful CCW 

Mother’s Day plant sale: KC tent crew; workers and 
buyers.  Jan Shaw won the door prize. 

Worship Committee Meeting 

Holy Rosary Catholic Church 

May 8, 2017 Minutes 
The Holy Rosary Worship Committee was called to order 

on Monday, May 8th, at 6:30 pm. The majority of the 
members were in attendance. The past minutes of February 
13th were reviewed and approved that had been previously 
printed in the bulletin. The agenda was approved with the 
addition of adding, under Old Business, a further discussion 
about the confessional in church. 

Pastor’s Comments: Father reported that we once again 
made it through another successful Lent and Easter season, 
liturgically. Attendance was strong throughout Lent & Holy 
Week. Holy Week saw an increase in Palm Sunday. It is to be 
noted that more palms are needed for next year as we were 
nearly out. Holy Thursday and Good Friday had stronger 
attendance than in the previous year. Holy Thursday was 
completely filled, but there was no one in the choir loft. On 
Good Friday, the Veneration of the Cross took 18 minutes 
alone. (This time was up by 3 minutes over last year.) The 
evening Stations of the Cross and Benediction had been 
done in the past by Deacon Russ and Father did not attend. 
This year, the church was half-filled. Several people 

Marriage Encounter Weekend  
A Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend rekindles the 

romance you experienced on your wedding day. Next 
Weekends: Jul 14th-16th in Buffalo, MN & Nov 17th-19th in 
Windom, MN. Visit our website (southmnwwme.org) or contact 
Miki at applications@southmnwwme.org or 227-8229. 
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Decorations: Lent/Holy Week and Easter decorations were 
reviewed. The committee felt that everything went very well 
this year and agreed that participation in most areas 
seemed to be up. This is a good sign for the parish. Father 
asked if the second “rugged cross” be kept in storage. It was 
agreed to bring the cross back to where it had been in 
storage, off-sight of the parish grounds. This will be done in 
the coming weeks. Lector Training: Plans are in the works to 
begin Lector training in the fall of 2017. With the start of 
summer, the committee felt that it would be difficult to get 
the entire group of lectors together to meet. Father will lead 
an overall meeting and then with two parish volunteers to 
work specifically with the individual members to continue to 
improve proclamation skills. Precious Blood:  Father 
expressed concerns that the slight change of putting the 
chalices on the counter by the sacristy sink has been 
misunderstood. The condition was ONLY IF THERE WAS 
PRECIOUS BLOOD THAT STILL NEEDED TO BE CONSUMED. If 
the chalices are empty, they should be left simply on the 
credence table. Again, under no circumstance, regardless if 
the chalice is empty or any PRECIOUS BLOOD remains, DO 
NOT “stuff” the purificator into the chalice as the cloth 
absorbs the Precious Blood. Simply place the folded 
purificator on the top of the chalice as was instructed in our 
E.M.E. meeting. Additional Business: Brian brought up the 
status of the confessional being brought up to 
recommended codes, where both the penitent and priest 
can be seen. This would involve installing glass and also 
putting in lights above the door to see if the priest is in the 
confessional as well as a penitent is there. Father shared 
that this is still being planned for the future, but would not 
happen at this particular time. 

New Business: Clean Sacristy/Ushers Room/Storage 
Areas of Church: Father requested help this summer to 
organize, sort and clean the sacristy and the usher’s room 
that has not been addressed in some time. A date was set 
for June 5th. All available committee members were asked 
to help, following the morning Mass. Work will begin in the 
storage areas and move to the sacristy. Take Down of Easter 
Environment: The take down of the Easter decorations and 
environment has been set for June 5th. All members that 
are able to assist are encouraged to attend. The Sacred 
Heart statue will replace the cross of the resurrection. 
Anointing Masses:  Three anointing Masses for the sick and 
the infirm are being scheduled: Monday, May 22nd, at 4:00 
pm at Holy Rosary;   Friday, May 29th, at 10:15 am at 
Monarch Meadows; and on a Wednesday in June (*the date 
has been changed - stay tuned for new date) at 9:15 am at 
Oak Terrace. First Holy Communion: First Holy Communion 
was reviewed. Favorable comments were expressed. Many 
commented on the dress of the children and that it was nice 
to see the white dresses, white shirts and black pants. This 
year’s class was large with 31 children. Altar Server Training:  
Thirteen new servers have started serving at the altar. Three  
younger servers need to be trained to be main servers. 
Father and Lorraine will train them in the coming weeks 
during the summer.  

commented that the attendance was up, and much larger 
than several years ago. The Easter Vigil was perhaps equal 
or slightly down from last year. This year, we welcomed six 
individuals into the Church. The 8:00 am Mass on Easter 
morning was full. Father expected the 10:00 am Mass would 
be down, but had an even larger attendance. All in all, these 
have been good weeks in terms of “worship” for Holy 
Rosary. Father is anticipating the ongoing maintenance on 
the church this summer as well as doing some more “house 
cleaning” inside God’s house. Father thanked the Worship 
Committee this year and especially at the time of Lent as 
well as getting ready for Easter. Father heard several 
favorable comments. 

Old Business: Rosary Leadership: The entire Worship 
Committee agreed that the introduction of the microphone 
for leading the rosary before Mass was an excellent 
decision. The people are nearly all participating. The leaders 
seem comfortable leading from the microphone while 
seated in the pew by the organ and piano. More rosary 
leaders are needed in the future. Perhaps a workshop could 
be held. Our parish is named after this prayer and it is 
important that it is a strong part of our prayer life here at 
Holy Rosary Church. Sanctuary Lamp Intentions: The 
decision to offer the sanctuary lamp to remind us not only of 
the presence of Christ, but also to pray for a particular need 
has also gone very well. Twenty-five intentions have already 
been published in the bulletin and 15 intentions have yet to 
be said. At the present time we have enough intentions that 
will get us through the months of summer. If there are more 
intentions needed, another envelope may be placed in the 
parish bulletin. Front Entrance/Sacristy Improvements/
Church Exterior: Father showed a complimentary and 
preliminary drawing that was done by the architectural firm 
that Father has sought out through the encouragement of 
the Finance Council. The Worship Committee was the first 
committee to review the drawing.  Father will be reviewing 
the drawing to the Finance and Pastoral Council for 
suggestions, and then a prepared drawing will be done that 
will be seen by the congregation in the fall of 2017. Plans to 
re-do the front entrance that will bring it up to code (step 
height, railings, and lighting) is anticipated to be done in 
2018, if funding will allow. The Worship Committee found 
the drawing favorable with no recommendations for change 
or modification at this time. Favorable comments were 
made, particularly that the appearance of the steps being 
rounded. The sacristy improvements that were being 
planned are now put on hold until the exterior project of 
repairing the mortar has been addressed. The church 
exterior maintenance and mortar project has received 
support from the Finance Council and will proceed in the 
summer of 2017. 10% of the monies have already been 
received and the envelopes went out through the bulletin 
this past weekend. It appears the faithful see the need of 
this most basic maintenance project to ensure the building 
is kept free from moisture damage now and in the future. 
This project was encouraged by the architect before the 
work on the steps would take place. Lent/Holy Week, Easter 
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High School Seniors  

Best of luck to all the seniors as they begin a new 
adventure! 

Elaine Adams daughter of Tim and Michele 
Kenady Benning daughter of Tim and Kari 

Thomas Bigaouette son of Joseph and Julie 
Daniel Borowski son of Thomas and Mary 

Vanessa Clark daughter of Iris 
Patrick Collins son of David and Julie 

Alyssa Compton daughter of Dale and Teresa 
Tyler Cromwell son of Becky 

Nicholas Cullen son of Dean and Lori 
Tristin Danay daughter of Mike and Trina 

Jordan Enevold daughter of Joel and Christine 
Abigail Fitzpatrick daughter of Colleen 

Jonathan Hull son of Patrick and Wanda 
Rebecca Kohlmeyer daughter of Jason and Logan 
Benjamin Levandowski son of James and Susan 

Alec Makela son of Daniel and Tracy 
Bailey Marshall son of Tim and Jennifer 

Erin McGraw daughter of Sean and Jeane 
Robert Meidl son of Joe and Linda 

Breck Michels daughter of Troy and Mary 
Montanna Michels daughter of Dana and Jennifer 

Matthew Nelson son of Lucy and Scott 
Patrick Norris son of Molly 

Isabella Ovalle daughter of Saul and Ana 
Alexander Powers son of James and Melissa 

Luke Radunz son of Patrick and Amy 
Ryan Rosenbauer son of Matthew and Jennifer 

Luke Sellner son of Rick and Traci 
Mikaela Sellner daughter of Michael and Teresa 
Lindsey Theuninck daughter of Rick and Melissa 
Sheamus Westermann son of Lee and Meigan 

Dear Heavenly Father, 
We come to you with thankful hearts for all those near 

and dear to us who are graduating from high school.   We 
thank you for giving each graduate the talents, abilities 
and self discipline required for this wonderful 
accomplishment.  We are grateful to You for providing the 
teachers, mentors, coaches and youth counselors who 
have taught them, nurtured them and challenged them 
along the way. 

As they become independent adults, help them learn 
the secret of dependence on You.  Give them a desire to 
know more about You. May they find you in the Scriptures, 

in the joy of new love, in the gathering of Your people, in 
the beauty of Your creation and in the strength of their 
youth. 

And now may Your blessings be theirs as they begin a 
new life full of joy and promise.  Amen. 

(Taken from: prayerideas.org/praying_for_needs/high-school-
graduation-prayer/) 

Maker Fun Factory Vacation Bible School  
Vacation Bible School will be held 

June 4th - 9th from 8:15 am - 11:30 am 
each day.  VBS is for students Preschool 
(ages 4 & 5) through 5th grade.  The cost 
is $30 per student which includes a t-
shirt, daily snacks, and daily gizmos!  Register now! There 
are forms at the entrances to the church or you can 
register on the Holy Rosary website under “We Share.”  

VBS Wishlist 
 Money donations for snacks 

 Money donations for decorations 
 Diplo Blocks (Huge Lego-Like Blocks) 

 16 Scraps of Fabric (12 x 12) 
 5 Jump Ropes 

 16 Ice Cream Buckets 
 6 boxes Small Paper Cups (4 oz) 

 12 Rolls of Paper Towels 
 6 Empty Coffee Cans 
 1 package 16 oz Cups 

 12 Marbles 
 9 Hula Hoops 

 Roll of Butcher Paper 

Upcoming Dates 
 May 23: VBS Volunteer Meeting at 6:30 pm (Conf. Rm. 1) 
 June 5 - 9: Vacation Bible School; 8:15 am - 11:30 am 

Outdoor Adventures Infused with 

Theology of the Body Insight 

Into the Deep is a Catholic organization that offers 
camping retreats in state and national parks for both youth 
and adults.  Dive into the big questions of life (“who are we 
& why are we here?”) through the bite-size pieces of short 
talks, hiking or canoeing, campfires, daily Mass and space to 
pray! For full details and registration, go to idretreats.org!     

2017  I.D. Retreats, led by Jen Messing:  
9-12th gr: Cascade State Park, July 17-21 

(Register by May 26) 
9-12th gr: Voyageurs Nat’l Pk, July 31 - Aug.4 

(Register by June 1) 
6th-8th gr. Girls: Tettegouche State Park, Aug. 14-18   

(Register by June 23) 
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2017 Discipleship Day - Save the Date! 
A fall diocesan adult faith formation day, entitled 

Discipleship Day, is planned for Saturday, September 30th. 
Please mark your calendar and plan to attend as an 
opportunity to grow in your faith and your relationship with 
Christ! More details will be forthcoming in early August.  

 
 
Enrollment information for 2017-18:  Visit the LCS 

website and click “Re-Enrollment Information for 2017-
18” on the homepage.  Family Tours and Student 
Shadow Days may be scheduled at your convenience. 
Questions? Call 507-388-0600.  

 Thanks to all who participated in the Crusader Golf 
Classic on Monday!  And thanks to those who bought a 
Lucky 20 ticket! The winners were drawn at the Golf 
Classic: $10,000 Winner was Keri Solheid; $5,000 
Winner was Tom & Mary Zins; $1,000 Winner was Gordy 
& Mary Kuznia; $500 Winners were Debra Roben & Fr 
Robert Schneider; $200 winners were Troy Leiferman, 
Ray McKimpson, Scott Leiferman, Kenny DeWitte, Kevin 
Hodapp, Margaret Gosch, Rick Pyzick, Jessi VanBlarcom, 
Alan Honermann, Paul Johnson, Coni Granahan, Lori 
Warrant, Marilu/Jerry Bambery, Pete Kramer, & Vera 
Sullivan 

Save the Dates: 
 Graduation, May 21, 7pm, Upper campus gym 
 LoyolaPalooza, July 29 

#Loyolaproud 
The recipients of Loyola’s three most prestigious 

awards were announced at Baccalaureate Mass on 
Wednesday:  

The St. Ignatius of Loyola Award...Meghan Schaub  
The Blessed Theresa Gerhardinger 

Award...Charlotte Lena  
The Principal’s Award...Ellie Hodapp and Ben 

Levandowsi.  
This week,  Loyola 1st graders enjoyed visiting the 

Wild Things Zoo in Arlington; 9th graders enjoyed 
Physics Day at Valley Fair;  8th graders launched their 
Science class rockets during         Rocket Day on the Hill; 
and 5th graders participated in the annual Space 
Missions in Science class. 

Second graders gave thanks for the gift of First Holy 
Communion at Mass on Wednesday. 

On Friday we assembled for our High School Awards 
Ceremony, followed by brunch for our seniors. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with kindergartener 
Gabe Speckel as he recovers from kidney transplant 
surgery.  We made a video for him so he can hear us 
cheering for him again and again! 

Looking ahead:  Preschoolers will have Bike Parades 
on Tuesday and Wednesday; on Thursday students at 
the Lower Campus will celebrate “Fitz Blitz Day” 
activities and elementary students will enjoy “Wacky 
Olympics” field events on Thursday before dismissing 
for the summer.  

Welcome to Holy Rosary Parish! 
Are you new to the area or would like to join Holy 

Rosary parish? Just go to holyrosarynorthmankato.com/
membership-registration & download the registration 
forms to fill out. You can also simply send us your contact 
information via an easy-to-use form and we will mail you a 
hard copy of those forms. Come join our growing Holy 
Rosary parish family!  

Upcoming Red Cross Blood Drive 

The American Red Cross will be 
set up on Thursday, May 25, 2017 in 
Holy Rosary Church's Social Hall. 
The hours of the drive will be from 
12:00 pm to 6:00 pm. Double Red cell machine will be set 
up also. You can make an appointment by going to their web 
site REDCROSSBLOOD.ORG and follow the prompts to our 
site, or you can call John at 507-995-5238 and we will get 
you scheduled in at a convenient time for you. Walk-ins are 
always welcome, but to help with the flow of donors we 
would appreciate that donors wait until after 1:00 pm 
before they show up. Thank You! 

Are You Going on Vacation? 

The smell of sunscreen is in the air 
as the kids finish school and vacations 
are being planned. Many of our parish 
families are planning to get away for 
some summer fun and relaxation in the next few months. We 
pray for that your vacation time will be safe and a source of 
many happy memories. However, we miss you when you're 
away. Before you leave, please consider automating your gifts to 
our parish by utilizing our online giving platform, WeShare. Go to 
holyrosarynorthmankato.weshareonline.org. It’s simple! It’s 
safe! And it keeps God at the top of your giving list even when 
you are away! 

50th Anniversary of Ordination 

The Reverend Andrew D. Olsem 
invites you to participate in a Mass 
of Thanksgiving commemorating his 
50th Anniversary of Ordination to 
the Priesthood to be offered on 
Sunday, June 4th, at 10:00 am at St. John the Baptist. There will 
be a luncheon following Mass. For the luncheon, please RSVP 
by May 15th to: mmstalo@hotmail.com or call 388-6283. 


