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“For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” 
                                                                - St. Matthew 

For many Americans, the past week has been a bit “easier” 
or “lighter” as, in some instances, people have had a 4 day 
weekend due to the 4th of July holiday. While that was not true 
for all of us or the writer of this column, I can say that the past 
week or two has been “easier” and “lighter”; as I am starting to 
tackle some of those home projects that have been on my 
summer bucket list, including the cleaning and organizing of 
the rectory basement after the plumbers have finally left. 
(Would you believe that I had to call them back on Monday as 
one of the new pipes was leaking? In a short amount of time it 
had left quite a pool of water and, if I had not gone down to the 
basement, it would have been interesting at how much water it 
would have created.) But I digress. 

As Americans, we celebrated on the 4th of July our 
INDEPENDENCE as a nation. Two-hundred and forty-one years 
later, we are more into celebrating INDEPENDENCE than we 
ever have done in the past. For not only do we love our 
INDEPENDENCE as a country, but we also love our 
INDEPENDENCE as a casual person walking down the street. 
From the youngest child who does not want their parent to 
hold their hand when crossing the street, to the elderly soul 
who does not want to take a cane while walking down the 
street; we value…no…we love our INDEPENDENCE.  It is for this 
reason that so many of us, as we advance in years, hesitate to 
give up the car even though our driving has been hazardous to 
others, or refuse to leave our homes, even though our 
continuing presence there is hazardous to ourselves. We want 
to be INDEPENDENT, even at the risk of our lives or the lives of 
other people living around us. 

I mention all of these things because today’s readings go 
100% against the grain of our modern American mindset. One 
might describe the spiritual ideas of today’s readings for this 
14th Sunday in Ordinary time to our own personal spiritual 
beliefs, like sliding down a wooden flag pole with splinters! 
Ouch! For the readings all address the Good News of 
DEPENDENCE & not INDEPENDENCE. Now you might already 
be wondering, as an American, how one can be DEPENDENT & 
still claim this as Good News? The answer is relatively simple. 
We can still experience the joy of Good News if we are able to 
recognize our SPIRITUAL DEPENDENCE on Almighty God. 

The imagery of the First Reading from the Book of the 
Prophet Zechariah is comparable to the LOVING DEPENDENCE 
between a woman and a man. For Israel is portrayed as a 
woman, waiting for her “KNIGHT or PRINCE in SHINING 
ARMOR” to show up. (Actually the imagery is even better as a 
King (God) is showing up for His woman, Israel.) Just as a 

woman is DEPENDENT upon her man; so too, the prophet 
reminds Israel that she must be DEPENDENT on GOD. Through 
this DEPENDENCE on God, the spiritual fruits that will ensue 
will be peace, prosperity and the prospect of God being known 
around the world. For the prophet writes: “… and He shall 
proclaim peace to the nations. His dominion shall be from sea 
to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth.” 

In the Second Reading from St. Paul to the Romans, St. 
Paul reminds us that as we live in this world, both in the “flesh” 
and in the “spirit”, we are DEPENDENT on both of these 
realities to co-exist in this world. Yet St. Paul reminds us that 
sometimes we can DEPEND more on the “flesh” that we can 
see than the “spirit” that we cannot see. While this might be 
reasonable, St. Paul to the Romans reminds us that it is neither 
religious or right. For St. Paul concludes with these words: “For 
if you live according to the flesh, you will die, but if by the spirit 
you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live.” 

In the Gospel from St. Matthew, Jesus uses imagery of 
DEPENDENCE, to explain what both a spiritual and religious 
relationship with our Savior and Redeemer should be like. In 
short, the Good News is that our relationship with Him should 
be like a child that is 100% DEPENDENT on their parents for 
food, shelter and clothing. (On the other hand, those who get 
too sophisticated, “wise and the learned” start believing that 
they are INDEPENDENT in all matters, including religion and the 
practice of faith.) From the image of children, Jesus moves to 
the image of chores. For Jesus speaks of our spiritual and 
religious relationship in the manner of two domesticated 
animals, pulling together with a combined wooden yoke, 
performing agrarian work. Just as two animals are DEPENDENT 
on the other for strength & direction, so too our relationship 
with our God also requires that spiritual DEPENDENCE for our 
spiritual strength & direction. 

There are lots of folks out there who are quick to tell you 
that they believe in God, but are not DEPENDENT on a church 
to communicate with God. But just as all of us are 
DEPENDENT in the “flesh” to be born and raised in a family 
and to work and prosper in community; why would we 
logically think that we can develop our “spirit” without any 
DEPENDENCE from others? As I always say, “It IS SO MUCH 
EASIER ON SUNDAY MORNING TO WAKE UP AT 6:30 A.M. 
AND SAY “I’M SPIRITUAL” AND ROLL OVER AND SLEEP FOR 
ANOTHER COUPLE OF HOURS. IT IS FAR HARDER TO SIT ON 
THE EDGE OF THE BED, TO BE “RELIGIOUS” AND SAY, “I NEED 
TO GET UP AND GO TO THE ‘RELIGIOUS’ SERVICE OR MASS,” 
AND GET DRESSED. 

A special welcome to all of our friends, family as well as 
you, the faithful, who have come not only to celebrate the Holy 
Eucharist, but also have come to celebrate North Mankato’s 
annual Fun Days! We are glad that you are with us. Have a 
great weekend and a great summer! 

 
 
 

                                                   Rev. Paul van de Crommert, Pastor                              



FOURTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                                                                          JULY 9, 2017 

 

 

HolyRosaryNorthMankato.com   |   LoyolaCatholicSchool.org     Page 3 

Adult $6,516.00 
WeShare Electronic Giving $1,711.01 
Junior $73.25 
Plate $198.25 
Mortar & Maintenance Project $50.00 
Peter’s Pence $165.00 
Rental Income $517.00 
Diocesan Ministry Appeal Refund $158.00 
Interest Income on Investments $4,473.59 

Sub Total $13,862.10 
ECHO Food Shelf Collection $844.82 

Grand Total $14,706.92 
Our weekly goal is set at $13,000.00 

Stewardship Of Gratitude 
Our weather has been pretty nice 

in the summer of 2017. One might 
even argue too nice. You have all 
heard of “fair-weather-friends”. That 
of course refers to when a team that 
is losing, the fans will only come out 
to support their team if it sunny and 70°. If it raining or 
cold, they are no-where to be found. On the other hand, 
die-hard fans will be there on the sidelines in the worst 
of weather. 

Is there such a thing as “fair-weather-faith”? When 
the weather is either to nasty or nice, we sometimes see 
no need to worship. It has been noticed that our 
stewardship is slightly down in the past few weeks. 
There is no cause for concern, as you have expressed 
great generosity in the past. However, many tell me that 
the summer of 2017 is very busy, pulling people this way 
and that. Many times, when we come to Mass after 
being away, we try to catch up on parish news, perhaps 
by even reading past bulletins; but have we caught up 
on past stewardship if we are not an e-giver?  Nearly 
25% of our offerings is now the result of online giving. 
Are you having a BUSY SUMMER? Would you have a 
minute to spare to call Jim and find out how easy, safe 
and secure online giving really is?  Once you sign-up, you 
are going to be angry with yourself and say, “Why did I 
wait so long!”  Thank you for your gifts! 

Stewardship of Gratitude 

   THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 
“When God shuts a door, He opens a window!”  
                                                        - Unknown 

2017 ECHO FOOD SHELF COLLECTION 

RECEIVED: $10,383.90 
 

Last weekend, we took in a generous amount of $844.82 
for the second collection for the ECHO Food Shelf. It is so 

much better to take up an offering than taking over a small 
amount of non-perishable items that the food shelf could 

or could not use. I have decided that we will keep a 
running total of what we have taken in since starting this 
project as well as what we take in monthly and annually. 

This collection is some of the best work we do here at Holy 
Rosary in feeding the poor and needy. “My yoke is easy 

and my burden is light.” 

2017 MAINTENANCE & MORTAR PROJECT 

RECEIVED: $14,003.15  ●  GOAL: $30,000.00 
 

(*We are still collecting stewardship for the masonry 
project which really is becoming a great value with all of 
the work that has been performed for under $30,000.00. 
To date we have taken in $14,003.15. We are still in need 
of $15,996.85 to fully fund this project. Anything that you 
could spare for this project would be greatly appreciated. I 
have attached a complimentary envelope with this week’s 

bulletin for your convenience. Thank you for your gifts!) 

Repair Report 
Hunt House: Still waiting! We are still waiting for all 

involved to move the former Hunt house off of the parish 
lawn and to Elysian. At this point we are hoping and praying 
it will be any day. The move will take place late in the night. 
We are grateful to the parishioners who found a use for the 
brick from the fireplace. It is one less thing to clean up. We 
are going into an agreement with the firm that will be 
cleaning up the debris and filling in the foundation. This will 
take place shortly after the house has been moved to its 
new location. 

Church Mortar Work: We just closed out 
the 4th week. On the 4th of July the men 
were working (which surprised me). And so I 
asked them when they might be done with 
the project? They were coming down the 
home-stretch and they think that the project 
might be completed by the close of this 
week. They informed me that they replaced 
three times the number of brick that was first thought when 
the project was begun. They also found much more mortar 
work that needed to be repaired than could be viewed from 
the ground. Finally, we found a leak on the flat roof, (that 
was not part of the original contract), that will also need to 
be repaired. I hope by next week that all will be in the past 
tense, not in the present tense, with this project. 
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The Week Ahead 

Monday, July 10: Weekday  
 8:05 am – Rosary 

 8:30 am – Mass - Margaret “Peg” Schorer† 
 11:00 am – Mass at SSND (Fr. Paul) - Sarah “Max” O’Hara† 

 *7:00 pm – November Fest Committee Meeting  
      (Church Lower Hall) 

Tuesday, July 11: Saint Benedict, Abbot  
 7:00 am – Mass at Ss. Peter & Paul 
 8:15 am – Mass at St. John the Baptist   
     12:05 pm – Mass at St. Joseph the Worker 

Wednesday, July 12: Weekday 
 9:15 am – Mass at Oak Terrace (Fr. Paul)  

   - Lyle & Katherine Pearson† 

Thursday, July 13: Weekday (Saint Henry) 
 8:05 am – Rosary 

 8:30 am – Mass - Lorraine Lager† 
 7:30 pm – K of C Planning Meeting (Church Lower Hall) 

Friday, July 14: Saint Kateri Tekakwitha, Virgin  
 8:05 am – Rosary 

 8:30 am – Mass - Living & Deceased Members of the  
                   Peter & Jelaine Schreiner Family 
 9:15 am  – Parishioners’ Breakfast at the Perkins 
                           Restaurant (1123 Range St) - *All are invited 

Saturday, July 15: Saint Bonaventure, Bishop and  
Doctor of the Church 

 4:30 pm – Sacrament of Reconciliation  
 4:30 pm – Rosary 
 5:00 pm – Mass - Dale Sieberg† 

Sunday, July 16: Fifteenth Sunday In Ordinary Time 
 7:30 am – Rosary 
 8:00 am – Mass - Mel Ulrich† 
 9:30 am – Rosary 
 10:00 am – Mass - People of the Parish 

 

July 15th - 16th, 2017 

Lectors: 
 5:00 pm Cindy Gawrych 
 8:00 am Nancy Holden 
 10:00 am  Chris Cain 

Eucharistic Ministers: 
 5:00 pm Brenda Voracek, Mary Beth Nygaard,  
    Eileen Wadekamper, Karen Winters,  
    Tom Koch, Bev Linnes  
 8:00 am Michelle Ellingworth, Margaret Ayers,  
    Sharon Lenz, Cathy Neve,  
    Arlyce Anderson, Craig Amundson 
 10:00 am Julie Schoettler, Ryan Howe,  
    Sherry Henrickosn, Brent Friedrichs,  
    Kristin Cain, Maxine Davis 
Altar Servers: 
 5:00 pm Connor McGraw, Emma Niederegger, 
    Anne Wingert (C/B/B) 
 8:00 am Ben & Grace Ellingworth,  
    Joseph Cullen (C/B/B) 
 10:00 am Hailey Barker, Jacob Reynolds,  
    Brendan Isenberg (C/B/B) 

Presentation of Gifts:  
 5:00 pm Les Calsbeek Family 
 8:00 am Gordy & Terri Compton 
 10:00 am Lester & Leola Kopp 

Ushers: 
 5:00 pm Ken & Pat Thiele,  
    Steve Enderle, Gary Wintheiser 
 8:00 am Dean & Nicholas Cullen, 
    Paul Harguth, Bill Fasnacht (Head Usher) 
 10:00 am Jim Barker, Brandon Bernard, 
    Steve Kaiser, Mark Weingartz (Head Usher) 

Rosary Leaders:     
 5:00 pm Paul Stevens    8:00 am  Margaret Ayers 
 10:00 am Curt & Donna Stanke 

Music Ministry:          
 5:00 pm Myra Schroepfer/Jeanne Makela 
 8:00 am Corinne Ort/Jeanne Makela 
 10:00 am Jenny Chelstrom/Janelle Campeau 

Money Counters - July 2017: John Wolf, Arlyce 
Anderson, Helen Anderson, Donna Wolf 

Bulletin Folders - July 2017: Anne Frederick, Betty 
Rykhus, Dolores Portz, Lenora Hickey, Amy Williams 

Parish Meetings –  

Please Mark Your Calendars: 
 Fall Festival Planning Meeting:  

 Monday, July 10th at 7:00 pm in the Church Basement 
 Holy Rosary Finance Council Meeting:  

 Monday, July 17th at 7:00 pm in the Church Basement 
 Holy Rosary Pastoral Council Meeting:  

 Monday, July 24th at 7:00 pm in the Church Basement 

*Please note the change in location for our meetings from 
the school to the church facility. 

 
K. of C. Council #5551 News  

July 13 - Planning Mtg. July 27 - General Mtg. 
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Prayers and support for all of our sick and injured 
of Holy Rosary Parish 

Our prayers go out to all of the sick and injured in our 
parish who are at home, in the hospital, nursing homes or 
assisted-living residences. May God bless them and keep 
them under His guidance and protection!   

For Those Who Are Ill & Special Needs 
Lilliana Gartner, Mary Urquhart, Howard Hewitt, Katie 

Roozen, Karen Etzell, Cindy Johannsen, Dave Grams, Joe Huiras, 
Lucille O'Donnell, Daniel Crowley, Jo Lindberg, Charles Ulman 

For Our Families 
Monday Mildred Enzenauer 
Tuesday Andrew & Kayla Dickinson 
Wednesday Melanie Pemble 
Thursday Bruce & Corinne Ort 
Friday Allen & Judy Mohr 
Saturday Laurice Telshaw 
Sunday Al & Mary Ann Mellecker 

For Those in the Military 
Nick Blace Matt McGraw William Backes 
Jared Hiniker Christopher Schmidt  Ben Barsness 
Dana Schiller Daniel Fitterer  Anna Drummer 
Mark Hansen Timothy Eick   

Prayer Chain 

If you have a short term prayer request or prayer 
of thanksgiving for our prayer chain to pray for, 
please call Teresa Kolstad at 327-9810.   

Lord, Hear Our Prayers 

Home Visitation: If you wish to have yourself or a loved 
one receive the sacraments, Holy Communion or a personal 
pastoral visit, please call our coordinator, Lorraine Klaseus at 
507-388-4932 

 
This Week’s Sanctuary Light Intention: 

Gerald F. Gohla† 

This Week’s Readings 
Mon: Gn 28:10-22a/Mt 9:18-26  
Tues: Gn 32:23-33/Mt 9:32-38  
Wed: Gn 41:55-57; 42:5-7a, 17-24a/Mt 10:1-7  
Thurs:
Fri: Gn 46:1-7, 28-30/Mt 10:16-23  
Sat: Gn 49:29-32; 50:15-26a/Mt 10:24-33  
Sun: Is 55:10-11/Rom 8:18-23/Mt 13:1-23 or 13:1-9 

Plenary Indulgence Available  

for Centennial of Our Lady of Fatima 

Apparitions 

In celebration of the 100th 
anniversary of the apparitions of Our 
Lady of Fatima, Pope Francis has 
granted a plenary indulgence. The 
plenary indulgence of the jubilee is 
granted to the pious faithful who:  

 Visit with devotion an image of Our Lady of Fatima 
solemnly displayed for public veneration in any 
church, chapel or shrine on the days of the 
anniversary of the apparitions: May 13th, June 
13th, July 13th, August 13th, September 13th and 
October 13th.  

 Devotedly participate there in any celebration or 
prayer in honor of the Virgin Mary  

 Pray the Our Father, recite the Symbol of Faith 
(Creed) and invoke Our Lady of Fatima  

 And, truly penitent and animated with charity, 
fulfill the following conditions: sacramental 
confession, Eucharistic communion and prayer for 
the intentions of the Holy Father.  



FOURTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                                                                          JULY 9, 2017 

 

 

Page 6       HolyRosaryNorthMankato.com   |   LoyolaCatholicSchool.org 

Stewardship Corner 
 

Diocesan United Fund (D.U.F.), Diocesan Priest Pension 
Fund/ Medical, Care Comp Ins, Priest Care Fund, & Audit:                                    
 Pd. to Date: $0.00 
 Goal: $79,721.00 
 

Annual Diocesan Ministries Appeal (D.M.A.):      TBA 
  

Loyola Catholic School Assessment: 
 Pd. to Date: $0.00 
 Goal: $205,014.00 
 

Total Paid to Date 2017-18: $0.00 
Apostolate Stewardship 2017-18: $284,735.00 

 

We have now started the new fiscal year and have 
turned the odometer back to “0” on all of these major 
stewardship appeal accounts. At this time we do not 
know what our assessment will be for the 2017-2018 
Diocesan Ministries Appeal. Our Diocesan United Fund is 
rising slightly from last year. Our commitment to our 
Loyola Catholic School system, that is based on a newly 
developed formula involving the number of students, 
parish revenue, population etc., is again going down this 
year from last year by $16,254.00. Raising all of this 
money and giving this money is all a great act of faith. 
Thank you again for sharing your wealth with the Church 
and her organizations! God bless you!  

Save the Dates: 
 LoyolaPalooza Saturday, July 29th - Good 

Counsel Hill, Football Field. Music of Neon Live, 
5:30-7:30pm and Time Machine, 8-11pm. 
Tickets on sale! www.loyolapalooza.com and 
Mankato Cub and HyVee. $10 in advance, $15 at 
the gate. Visit loyolapalooza.com or the 
LoyolaPalooza Facebook page for more 
information. 

 First day of school, August 23th. 
#Loyolaproud: 

 Congratulations to Loyola 2017 grads Ella 
Haefner, Elaine Adams and Kenady 
Benning,  who are among the 12 local students 
named “the best of the class this year” by the 
Mankato Free Press.  Criteria included GPA, ACT 
scores, volunteer, and co-curricular experiences. 

 Congratulations to Loyola senior Emily 
Schumacher, Miss North Mankato Outstanding 
Teen, crowned Miss Minnesota Outstanding 
Teen on June 16.  Emily will compete in Orlando 
in the Miss America sister program later this 
month.  

Did you know?  The Loyola logo says a lot about 
us!  The cross reminds us that God is the center of all we 
do; the gold symbolizes the joy of living Gospel values; 
the four squares are for our four local parishes and the 
four pillars of Catholic education: Faith, Academic 
Excellence, Leadership and Service; the circle reminds us 
that in the spirit of our SSND and Jesuit founders, our 
mission is global, excluding no one, and inviting all to 
use their gifts to transform the world. 

Did you know?  St. Mary’s University and the 
Diocese of Winona are teaming up to provide Masters 
programs in Education and in Administration for 
teachers in our Catholic schools.  Many Loyola teachers 
have expressed interest in the programs, and Loyola has 
been chosen to host a cohort. 

 Your parish support makes all we do, learn, and 
celebrate at Loyola possible, as we guide students to 
their full potential, walk with them in faith and equip 
them to lead and serve.  

2017 Discipleship Day - Save the Date! 
A fall diocesan adult faith formation day, entitled 

Discipleship Day, is planned for Saturday, September 30th. 
Please mark your calendar and plan to attend! More details will 
be forthcoming in early August.  

Fair Trades Goods 

CCW is supporting Fair Trade - Coffee, Tea and 
Chocolate is available for sale in the parish office! 

http://www.loyolapalooza.com
http://loyolapalooza.com
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Justin Tietema and 
Jessica Fitterer 

are to be married on 
July 22, 2017,  

at Holy Rosary Catholic Church, North Mankato, MN. 

II 

Welcome to Holy Rosary! 
Are you new to the area or would 

like to join Holy Rosary parish? Just go 
to www.holyrosarynorthmankato.com/
membership-registration & download 
the registration forms to fill out. You can 
also simply send us your contact 
information via an easy-to-use form and we will mail you a 
hard copy of those forms. Come join our growing Holy 
Rosary parish family!  

 

 

Youth Group Summer Activities 
July 26th - Noon Picnic and Games at Wheeler Park 

(bring your own sack lunch); Aug. 9th - Pizza & Bowling 
at the WOW!Zone at 1:00 pm; Aug. 26th - Nature Walk 
at Sibley Park at 1:00 pm.  More details will be coming. 
If you have questions, contact Tracy Meadows at 
st.meadows04@gmail.com  

Is God calling YOU to be a Catechist?  
We will be in need of Catechists in the fall at both 

the elementary and junior/senior high levels.  I would 
ask that you prayerfully consider becoming part of this 
important ministry. Please contact Cathy at 345-6765 or 
nevec@hickorytech.net for more information.  

Registration for Fall Classes  
Beginning August 1, online 

registration for Religious Education 
classes at Holy Rosary will begin on 
the Holy Rosary website at 
holyrosarynorthmankato.com  If you 
are a member of the parish, you will 
also receive a paper registration form in the mail the 
first week of August.  If you have questions, please 
contact Cathy at 345-6765 or nevec@hickorytech.net 

Marriage Encounter Weekend 
Model the kind of marriage you want 

your kids to have. A Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter weekend can help you do that! 
Marriage Encounter is 44 hours where 
married couples can get away from jobs, 
kids, chores, and phones - and focus just on 
each other. The next available Weekends are Nov 17-19, 2017 
in Windom, MN and Jul 14-16, 2017 in Buffalo, MN. Early 
registration is highly recommended.  For more info visit our 
website at: southmnwwme.org or contact Miki at 507-227-
8229 or applications@southmnwwme.org  

Save the Date: November Fest -  

November 12, 2017 
As Father noted two weeks ago in the bulletin, 

preparations for the 3rd annual November Fest are already 
underway. Last year we had a great effort by several church 
ladies to can salsa, pickles, applesauce, beets, etc. for the 
Country Store.  We plan to help stock the Country Store 
again this year.  Please watch the bulletin for an 
announcement on this year’s Canning Party sometime in 
late August. We hope you can join us for this fun event! We 
are in need of jars and lids, so if you have any you are willing 
to donate, please drop them off at the parish office during 
normal business hours.   

For those of you who clean out your home during the 
summer months, please consider donating your quality 
items to the Festival. Our Grandma’s Attic and Christmas 
Shoppe were very successful last year due to your 
donations. There is no need to wait until the fall.  Items may 
be donated now and can also be dropped off at the parish 
office. Please remember we are unable to accept any items 
with a power cord and we are not taking clothing for this 
event. All other household and decorative items as well as 
small furniture items are welcomed! 

Our first November Fest committee meeting will be help 
on Monday, July 10th at 7pm in the church basement. If you 
are interested in joining the committee, please consider 
attending on July 10th. We would love to have your help 
with this year s Festival! Please contact Rachel Helget at 507
-381-7077 or helget18@gmail.com with any questions.  

- Rachel Helget  

Peter’s Pence Collection 
Our second collection today is for Peter’s Pence, a 

worldwide collection that supports the charitable works of 
Pope Francis.  Funds from this collection help victims of war, 
oppression, and natural disasters. Take this opportunity to 
join with Pope Francis and be a witness of charity to our 
suffering brothers and sisters. Please be generous today. For 
more information, visit www.usccb.org/peters-pence. 


