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“But the seed sown on rich soil is the one who hears 
the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and 
yields a hundred or sixty or thirtyfold.”  

                                                                - St. Matthew 

For many Midwesterners that 
have been born and raised on a 
farm, it seems that all that they 
know how to do well, is work. 
Often, as these rural folks age and 
become less mobile, they often 
struggle emotionally and spiritually in their advanced years; 
as they developed very few interests or hobbies in the prime 
of their life, to be nurtured to pass their remaining  time in 
their twilight years. 

A few years ago, my Dad was being exceptionally 
reflective one day. He spoke in humility that, as he looked 
back on his life, he had few regrets, but he did have some. I 
said to him, “I bet you regret ever starting to smoke 
cigarettes?” “NO!” he said with defiance. “If I had to do it all 
over again, I would still smoke, even though we found out 
that they are not healthy for you.”  I said, “I find that very 
interesting.”  He said, “You find that interesting. I tell you 
why. It was one of the few things in life I really enjoyed.” One 
might say that smoking for my Dad was a kind of hobby, 
although an expensive one at that.  Yet, he went on to say 
that one of the regrets of his life was that we focused family 
life too much on farm work. He said that if he had to do it 
over again that he would have worked less and done more 
things with us kids such as fishing, etc. I said to him, “Now 
you tell me this!” Great! 

Having been raised by parents with a strong western-
European work ethic, I do think I am happiest when I am 
working. My hobbies are few. I like to go for a good hike, 
which I do regularly. I like to take the bike out, like any good 
Dutchman, but today the calendar reads July 12th, and I 
have not taken the bike out once! Shame on me. Busy is not 
a good excuse! I do like a quiet evening to sit down and 
attempt to be a guitarist and sing a bit. But one hobby that 
had to go on the back burner this year was my garden, as we 
were waiting to have the former Hunt house moved. It is 
hard to plant a garden when a house is on top of the garden. 
Besides all that, I am realizing that the soil here has not been 
conducive for gardening, as when I look at my pictures from 
Olivia, where I had a large garden. The soil here (former river 
bottom) is sandy, and, where flowers normally should thrive, 
has not happened for me. Last year I developed a terrible 

blight through the zinnias. Such is the life of a gentleman 
farmer. 

Today’s Gospel from St. Matthew is all about the work 
and imagery of  planting and farming. This masterful 
message of St. Matthew of a sower sowing seed on the 
surface, or shallow, or thorny, or rocky and some on good 
soil; is a type of subtle soil-like examination of conscience 
spiritually for our own soul. For we cannot help but hear 
the story and ask our own soul, “What kind of soil am I?”  

Unfortunately, I am fearful that our experience of faith 
can sometimes take on the appearance of a “HOBBY” rather 
than as a “HOLY WORK” that will aid us in the final 
judgment and Christ’s harvest of heaven! For some of us, 
the spiritual soil of the sacraments for our soul can be a 
“surface” experience where we receive the sacraments 
from First Communion to a formal wedding, because we 
want people to see the clothes and to receive some cash, 
never to be seen in church for a good long time after that 
event. For some of us, the spiritual soil of the sacraments 
for our soul can be a “shallow” experience. For we maybe 
spend more time looking at the clock or who has come 
through the church door, than growing in faith. For some of 
us, the spiritual soil of the sacraments can be a “thorny” 
affair. We are quick to find fault with the seating, singing, 
sermon, speaker system, the need for stewardship or a 
thousand other “thorny” issues that make us prickly, and 
perhaps people want to avoid us when they pass us by after 
church. For some of us, the spiritual soil of the sacraments 
can be “rocky” or immovable. We believe that like the 
doctrines of the Church, the day-to-day work of what a 
parish does should also be unchanging. These “rocky” souls 
are the first to be opposed to any new project, change or 
contrary idea to their own. 

But the “GOOD SOIL” are those souls “planted” in our 
parishes that we often refer to as our “regulars”. These are 
the true spiritual “workers” and warriors. These are the 
people that are in church week after week, day in and day 
out. These are the people that are generous with their time, 
talent and treasure. These are the people who always have 
a warm greeting or a kind word to share. If sorrow befalls 
them or a project fails, they are always optimistic that 
tomorrow will be a better day. These are not just the 
“registered” members of the parish, but those “really” good 
“salt-of-the-earth”, “soil-of-the-earth” souls that make 
Christ alive and real in 2017.  

So let me ask you: Is holiness a “part-time hobby”  
for you or a “full-time life’s work”? What kind of soil are 
you?  Happy gardening in the spiritual soil of the Savior! 
Happy summer!  

 
 

                                            Rev. Paul van de Crommert, Pastor                              
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Adult $7,278.00 
WeShare Electronic Giving $1,930.49 
Junior $44.81 
Plate $293.53 
Mortar & Maintenance Project $6,305.00 
Peter’s Pence $989.11 
Mass in the Park Food Donation $1,500.00 
Vigil Light Monies $40.60 
Liturgical Supplies Donation $1,000.00 
Rental Income $1,000.00 

Grand Total $20,381.54 
Our weekly goal is set at $13,000.00 

Stewardship Of Gratitude 
“Thank you for your gifts” seems a 

largely inadequate statement given 
your great generosity this week, in the 
middle of summer. For this week we 
surpassed our budgeted needs by 
56%. (This certainly helps off-set a few 
slower weeks we have recently had in the month of 
June.) We have already had a “GREAT” response to my 
most recent appeal for the “Mortar and Maintenance” 
project that I talked about after Mass last weekend. We 
have had a busy summer of cleaning, updates and 
repairs. It is your great generosity that is making it all 
possible. What great stewards you are! You might be 
interested to know that we have reached the 100 E-giver 
mark. The average monthly donation of our E-givers is 
$60.00! This is wonderful! Consider calling Jim at the 
office and becoming an E-giver! It is safe! It is easy! Just 
call 387-6501! Thank you for your faith-filled giving! 

Stewardship of Gratitude 

2017 MAINTENANCE & MORTAR PROJECT 

RECEIVED: $20,305.15  ●  GOAL: $30,000.00 
 

Thank you for the great response that we have 
received from last weekend’s appeal. Normally, it takes 
a week or two to know if the verbal and bulletin appeal 
will bear results. However, the good people of Holy 
Rosary seem more excited than most when it comes to 
faithful stewardship. This week alone we took in for the 
church’s brick and mortar work a total of $6,305.00, or 
21% of the total project needs. THAT IS ALMOST 25% IN 
ONE WEEK, IN SUMMER!!! Our total collection at this 
point has reached $20,305.15, or 68% of what is needed. 
We are down to the final ONE THIRD!  This is great. I 
thought that we would continue to collect into the fall of 
2017. We may have this project wrapped up before the 
start of the school year! Thank you for your gifts! 

 
K. of C. Council #5551 News  

July 27 - General Meeting August 10 - Planning Meeting  

Bulletin Advertisers – Thank You 

Last week one of the field 
representatives from Liturgical 
Publications, the publisher of our 
weekly bulletin, spent part of the 
week in one of our parish offices recruiting and reaffirming the 
advertisers that support our weekly publication. We are 
grateful that we have received several more new businesses 
that have taken out some larger ads. AS A PARISH, WE ARE 
MOST GRATEFUL TO THESE NEW ADVERTISERS AS WELL  
AS TO ALL OF THOSE BUSINESSES THAT HAVE FAITHFULLY 
SUPPORTED OUR WEEKLY BULLETING FOR MANY YEARS!  
Please patronize these businesses as you go about your 
business! It is wonderful to see so many bulletins being picked 
up and, equally, to know of numerous people outside of our 
registered members who read our bulletin in the greater 
Mankato area and even beyond!  “Go out to all the world and 
tell the Good News!” Thank you, Advertisers! 

Justin Tietema and 
Jessica Fitterer 

are to be married on 
July 22, 2017,  

at Holy Rosary Catholic Church, North Mankato, MN. 

III 

Peter’s Pence Collection 
Thank you for your generous support in last week’s 

Peter’s Pence Collection! Our contribution of $1,419.11 will 
be combined with those from our brothers and sisters 
around the world to help Pope Francis provide essential 
relief to people in need. If you missed the collection, it is not 
too late to give, visit www.usccb.org/nationalcollections, 
and click on the “How to Give” link on the left.  

Welcome to Holy Rosary! 
Are you new to the area or would 

like to join Holy Rosary parish? Just go 
to www.holyrosarynorthmankato.com/
membership-registration & download 
the registration forms to fill out. You can 
also simply send us your contact 
information via an easy-to-use form and we will mail you a 
hard copy of those forms. Come join our growing Holy 
Rosary parish family!  
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The Week Ahead 
Monday, July 17: Weekday  
 8:05 am – Rosary 

 8:30 am – Mass - Chuck Grausam† 
 *7:00 pm – Finance Council Meeting (Church Lower Hall) 

Tuesday, July 18: Weekday (Saint Camillus de Lellis, Priest) 
 7:00 am – Mass at Ss. Peter & Paul 
 8:15 am – Mass at St. John the Baptist   
 11:00 am – Mass at SSND (Fr. Paul) - Gladys M. Thul† 
     12:05 pm – Mass at St. Joseph the Worker 

Wednesday, July 19: Weekday 
 9:15 am – Mass at Oak Terrace (Fr. Paul)  - Dolores Zoelle† 

Thursday, July 20: Weekday (St. Apollinaris, Bishop & Martyr) 
 8:05 am – Rosary 

 8:30 am – Mass - LaMonte† & Elaine Helget 

Friday, July 21: Weekday  (Saint Lawrence of Brindisi, Priest 

and Doctor of the Church) 
 8:05 am – Rosary 

 8:30 am – Mass - Bernadine (Bonnie) Yokiel† 
 9:15 am  – Parishioners’ Breakfast at the Perkins 
                           Restaurant (1123 Range St) - *All are invited 
 2:00 pm – Calvary Cemetery Board Meeting  
      (Fr. Paul attends) 
 5:00 pm – Wedding Rehearsal  
     (Justin Tietema & Jessica Fitterer) 

Saturday, July 22: Saint Mary Magdalene  
 11:00 am – Burial at Calvary Cemetery - Cyrilla Beal†  
      (Fr. Paul) 

 2:00 pm – Wedding Mass (Justin Tietema & Jessica Fitterer) 

 4:30 pm – Sacrament of Reconciliation  
 4:30 pm – Rosary 
 5:00 pm – Mass - Jan Schmidt† 

Sunday, July 23: Sixteenth Sunday In Ordinary Time 
 7:30 am – Rosary 
 8:00 am – Mass - Living & Deceased Members of the  
              Peter & Jelaine Schreiner Family 
 9:30 am – Rosary 
 10:00 am – Mass - People of the Parish 

 

July 22nd - 23rd, 2017 

Lectors: 
 5:00 pm Brian Eggersdorfer 
 8:00 am Linda Hiniker 
 10:00 am  Jim Schorn 

Eucharistic Ministers: 
 5:00 pm Brenda Voracek, Pat & Wanda Hull, 
    Nicole Hull, Paul Stevens, Karen Winters  
 8:00 am Jane Younge, Gene Brandt,  
    Bernie Bastian, Mike Brumm,  
    Mary Homan, Gerry Hiniker 
 10:00 am Curt & Donna Stanke,  
    Darlene Schorn, Dennis Haga,  
    Maxine Davis, Rick Gruber 
Altar Servers: 
 5:00 pm Jonathan Hull, Anna Voracek,  
    James Voracek (C/B/B) 
 8:00 am Matthew Helget, James Younge,  
    Duram Kelly (C/B/B) 
 10:00 am Timothy Cain, Andrew Kohrs,  
    Zachary Chelstrom (C/B/B) 

Presentation of Gifts:  
 5:00 pm Richard Boruff Family 
 8:00 am Bill Cahalan Family 
 10:00 am Roger & Mary Mueller 

Ushers: 
 5:00 pm Tom Rheaume, Ken & Pat Thiele, 
    Jim Theuninck (Head Usher) 
 8:00 am Frank & Tony Weber, 
    Doug Helget, Doug Homan (Head Usher) 
 10:00 am John Jagerson, Glenn Verschelde,  
    Isaac & Blaine Kolstad (Head Usher) 

Rosary Leaders:     
 5:00 pm Eileen Wadekamper  
 8:00 am Arlyce Anderson 
 10:00 am Donna Wolf 

Music Ministry:          
 5:00 pm Lori Christiansen/Jeanne Makela 
 8:00 am Cindy Gawrych/Jeanne Makela 
 10:00 am Tom Bachmann/Jeanne Makela 

Money Counters - July 2017: John Wolf, Arlyce 
Anderson, Helen Anderson, Donna Wolf 

Bulletin Folders - July 2017: Anne Frederick, Betty 
Rykhus, Dolores Portz, Lenora Hickey, Amy Williams 

Parish Meetings –  

Please Mark Your Calendars: 
 Holy Rosary Finance Council Meeting*:  

 Monday, July 17th at 7:00 pm in the Church Basement 
 Holy Rosary Pastoral Council Meeting*:  

 Monday, July 24th at 7:00 pm in the Church Basement 
 Pre-Baptism Class (please call the Parish Office to register):  

 Wednesday, Aug. 16th at 7:00 pm in the Church 

*Please note the change in location for our meetings from 
the school to the church facility. 
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Prayers and support for all of our sick and injured 
of Holy Rosary Parish 

Our prayers go out to all of the sick and injured in our 
parish who are at home, in the hospital, nursing homes or 
assisted-living residences. May God bless them and keep 
them under His guidance and protection!   

For Those Who Are Ill & Special Needs 
Rita Jones, Judy LaPoint, Jim Haack, Laverne Reichel, 

Lilliana Gartner, Mary Urquhart, Howard Hewitt, Katie Roozen, 
Karen Etzell, Cindy Johannsen, Dave Grams, Joe Huiras, Lucille 
O'Donnell, Daniel Crowley, Jo Lindberg, Charles Ulman 

For Our Families 
Monday Susan Newville 
Tuesday Daniel Telshaw 
Wednesday Timothy & Chasity Senesac 
Thursday Gary & Michelle Schmit 
Friday Mike & Trina Danay 
Saturday Mary Kelly 
Sunday Kurt & Catherine Richardson 

For Those in the Military 
Nick Blace Matt McGraw William Backes 
Jared Hiniker Christopher Schmidt  Ben Barsness 
Dana Schiller Daniel Fitterer  Anna Drummer 
Mark Hansen Timothy Eick   

Prayer Chain 

If you have a short term prayer request or prayer 
of thanksgiving for our prayer chain to pray for, 
please call Teresa Kolstad at 327-9810.   

Lord, Hear Our Prayers 

Home Visitation: If you wish to have yourself or a loved 
one receive the sacraments, Holy Communion or a personal 
pastoral visit, please call our coordinator, Lorraine Klaseus at 
507-388-4932 

 
This Week’s Sanctuary Light Intention: 

Ellis Fletcher 

This Week’s Readings 
Mon: Ex 1:8-14, 22/Mt 10:34—11:1  
Tues: Ex 2:1-15a/Mt 11:20-24  
Wed: Ex 3:1-6, 9-12/Mt 11:25-27  
Thurs:
Fri: Ex 11:10—12:14/Mt 12:1-8  
Sat: Sg 3:1-4b or 2 Cor 5:14-17/Jn 20:1-2, 11-18  
Sun: Wis 12:13, 16-19/Rom 8:26-27/Mt 13:24-43 or 13:24-30 

Enrollment information: Visit the LCS website and 
schedule family tours at your convenience throughout 
the summer. Questions? Call 507-388-0600.  

Save the Dates: 
 Family Fun Night for students in Loyola PS, PK 

and Kindergarten, Tuesday, July 25, 6:30-7:30 
 LoyolaPalooza Saturday, July 29 - Good 

Counsel Hill, Football Field. Enjoy music from 
Neon Live, 5:30-7:30pm and Time Machine, 8-
11pm. Tickets now on sale! loyolapalooza.com 
or at either Mankato HyVee or Cub locations. 
$10 in advance, $15 at the gate. Visit 
loyolapalooza.com or the LoyolaPalooza 
Facebook page for more information 

 First day of school, August 23 
Did you know?  NCEA reports that there are 6,525 

Catholic schools in the United States:  5,325 are 
elementary/middle schools and 1,200 are secondary 
schools.  How blessed we are to have PS-12 Catholic 
education in Mankato! 

Did you know?  The Loyola logo says a lot about 
us!  The cross reminds us that God is the center of all we 
do; the gold symbolizes the joy of living Gospel values; 
the four squares are for our four local parishes and the 
four pillars of Catholic education: Faith, Academic 
Excellence, Leadership and Service; the circle reminds us 
that in the spirit of our founders, the School Sisters of 
Notre Dame and the Jesuit community, our mission is 
global, excluding no one, and inviting all to use their 
gifts to transform the world. 

Want to support a Loyola family?  Using Loyola’s 
SCRIP program, which returns 100% of vendor rewards 
to the designated family, will help.  Get started at 
SCRIP@loyolacatholicschool.org 

Reminder: Catholic United Financial 

Member Picnic 

(Holy Family Council #17) 

Monday, July 17, 2017 
Wheeler Park, North Mankato 

6:00 pm Refreshments | 6:30 pm Dinner 
Reminder to all adult Catholic United Financial members and 

spouse (or friend) who RSVPed for this event! 
Please bring your own plates & silverware. 

Food & refreshments are provided. 
Donations to ECHO Food Shelf are appreciated. 

Questions: Mike Schmitz at 507-388-4338 

http://www.loyolapalooza.com
http://loyolapalooza.com
mailto:SCRIP@loyolacatholicschool.org
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Stewardship Corner 
 

Diocesan United Fund (D.U.F.), Diocesan Priest Pension 
Fund/ Medical, Care Comp Ins, Priest Care Fund, & Audit:                                     
 Pd. to Date: $0.00 
 Goal: $79,721.00 
 

Annual Diocesan Ministries Appeal (D.M.A.):      TBA 
  

Loyola Catholic School Assessment: 
 Pd. to Date: $0.00 
 Goal: $205,014.00 
 

Total Paid to Date 2017-18: $0.00 
Apostolate Stewardship 2017-18: $284,735.00 

 

We have now started the new fiscal year and have 
turned the odometer back to “0” on all of these major 
stewardship appeal accounts. At this time we do not 
know what our assessment will be for the 2017-2018 
Diocesan Ministries Appeal. Our Diocesan United Fund is 
rising slightly from last year. Our commitment to our 
Loyola Catholic School system, that is based on a newly 
developed formula involving the number of students, 
parish revenue, population etc., is again going down this 
year from last year by $16,254.00. Raising all of this 
money and giving this money is all a great act of faith. 
Thank you again for sharing your wealth with the Church 
and her organizations! God bless you!  

Repair Report 
Hunt House:  By now, I 

suspect that most of you, who 
are interested in knowing, know 
that the former Hunt house was 
moved out of town last week on 
Thursday evening. I was heading 
to bed and decided to stay up 
and watch the “parade” of the 
house moving. I was taking 
these pictures around 12:30 am 
to 1:00 am. (So, if I look tired, it 
is not always because of the 

work, but because I want to stay 
up.) This firm really has it down to a 
science. The owner came up to me 
as they were leaving and said, 
“Father, your pictures are not going 
to turn out because of the lights.”   
But, as I showed them to him on the 
phone, he was amazed how well 
they had turned out. Since I alone 
saw this “parade” of sorts, I thought 
you might be interested to see a few of these pictures. Our 
next step in the coming days will be to remove the 
foundation and level off the sight. We are moving ahead 
with this project. 

Church Mortar Work: I wish I could tell you that the 
work is done, but I am not able to do this. I still see a few 
small things that need to be addressed. I noticed that some 
work needs to be addressed on the west/main entrance of 
the church that includes removing some hooks, metal 
fasteners as well as some of the patching of the limestone 
will require staining of those patches. I have a call into the 
owner to find out the status of the project. He called back 
and said that they will revisit the project and compete these 
items. At present, we have paid 75% of this project through 
parish monies. We will pay the final amount when the 
project is completed. 

Rectory Basement: In my personal time, I have been 
cleaning and painting the basement. What a job. It smells 
much better down there and our last heavy rain resulted in 
not one drop of water in the basement. It is nice to have a 
dry and clean smelling basement. I am down to the last step 
of painting. In the near future, I will post some before and 
after pictures in this bulletin. The make-over is marvelous! 

School Painting:  While the councils are in agreement 
pastorally that we will not be doing extensive remodeling or 
repairs on our former Catholic grade school, we do 
however, need to do some basic maintenance. The south 
side of the school is in desperate need of some repair. We 
are grateful to a parishioner that has donated new air-
conditioners that are floor models, thus eliminating the 
unsightly wall units, some of which have not worked well for 
some time. I will also be speaking to the Finance Council 
about painting the south side of the school. With the 
removal of the overgrown bushes and new river rock last 
fall, this would be the final, great improvement along with 
some new screens that are also in need of replacement. 

One of my former parishioners on a maintenance 
committee said something once that has always stuck with 
me. He said, “Anyone can build a building. It takes 
someone special to maintain a property.” How true! 
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God calling YOU to be a Catechist?  
We will be in need of Catechists in the fall at both 

the elementary and junior/senior high levels.  I would 
ask that you prayerfully consider becoming part of this 
important ministry. Please contact Cathy at 345-6765 or 
nevec@hickorytech.net for more information. 

Registration for Fall Classes  
Beginning August 1st, 

online registration for 
Religious Education classes at 
Holy Rosary will begin on the 
Holy Rosary website at 
holyrosarynorthmankato.com. 
If you are a member of the 
parish, you will also receive a 
paper registration form in the mail the first week of 
August.  If you have questions, please contact Cathy at 
345-6765 or nevec@hickorytech.net  

Marriage Encounter Weekend 
"The love of husband and wife is the 

force that welds society together." - St. 
John Chrysostum. Grow deeper in that 
love!  A Marriage Encounter Weekend 
allows a husband and wife to get away 
together and focus on each other. The next 
available Weekends are Nov 17-19, 2017 in Windom, MN and 
Feb 16-18, 2018 in Windom, MN. Early registration is highly 
recommended.  For more information visit our website 
at: southmnwwme.org or contact Miki at 507-227-8229 
or applications@southmnwwme.org. 

Save the Date: November Fest -  

November 12, 2017 
This past week we had our first 2017 November Fest 

committee meeting. Last year we had a great effort by 
several church ladies to can salsa, pickles, applesauce, beets, 
etc. for the Country Store.  Our “Canning Party” date has 
been set for Saturday, August 19th, in the church basement 
kitchen.  We hope you can join us for this fun event!  If you 
have any mason jars you are willing to donate to the cause, 
please drop them off at the parish office during normal 
business hours.   

For those of you who clean out your home during the 
summer months, please consider donating your quality 
items to the Festival.  Our Grandma’s Attic and Christmas 
Shoppe were very successful last year due to your 
donations.  There is no need to wait until the fall.  Items may 
be donated now and can also be dropped off at the parish 
office.  Please remember we are unable to accept any items 
with a power cord and we are not taking clothing for this 
event.  All other household and decorative items as well as 
small furniture items are welcomed! 

Keep watching the bulletin as new November Fest 
announcements will be appearing over the next several 
weeks.  If you have any questions or suggestions about this 
year’s Festival or if you are interested in joining the 
committee, please contact Rachel Helget at 507-381-7077 or 
helget18@gmail.com. 

- Rachel Helget  

Wanted: Plastic Plant Pots 

Please bring your plastic plant pots to Holy Rosary Parish 

office during business hours (M-F 9am-5pm), to be used for 

dividing plants and planting Mother’s Day plants next spring 

at the CCW’s Spring Plant Sale. 

Outdoor Mass is Coming! 
Please make sure to mark your 

calendars for Sunday, Sept. 17th at 
10:00 am in Wheeler Park. It would 
be good if you prayed for favorable 
weather and no wind! Thank you to 
all of the committee members who 
are working behind the scenes! This 
has become a great spiritual 
tradition at Holy Rosary!  

2017 ECHO FOOD SHELF COLLECTION 

RECEIVED: $10,383.90 

   THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 
“Shame is what widens the heart so that the power 

of God, the strength of God, can enter — the shame of 
being made of clay and not a jar of silver or gold. If  
we arrive at this point, we will be happy. We will be 
very happy.” 

                       - Pope Francis (in his homily during Mass at  
                                                           Domus Sanctae Marthae June 16th) 


