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“Always Be Prepared!”  That 
has been the motto of the Boy 
Scouts of America for many, 
many years. Perhaps you have 
heard that the Boy Scouts 
were once again in the news 
with their decision to admit 
girls into their organization. 
Why girls or young woman 
would want to join an 
organization such as Boy 
Scouts, from a theological 
stance, is, for me, a spiritual 
mystery. For, while the Boys 
Scouts stand under the phrase 
“Always Be Prepared”, the 
nature of women in scripture 

and most particularly in the Old Testament, depicts women 
as “Wise” and “prepared”. 

For “Wisdom”, in the Old Testament, is repeatedly 
depicted as a “Woman”. The First Reading from the Book of 
Wisdom that we hear this weekend on this 32nd Sunday in 
Ordinary Time, is evidence of this resounding theme that 
womanhood and wisdom go hand in hand. For we read, in 
part: “Resplendent and unfading is wisdom, and she is 
readily perceived by those who love her…whoever watches 
for her at dawn…shall find her sitting at the gate…she 
makes her rounds. Seeking those worthy of her…” Of course 
the Good News of the First Reading is not only “Wisdom” is 
perceived as feminine, but also she generally possesses the 
character of “preparation”. 

The Gospel from St. Matthew has our Messiah telling a 
marvelous little story or parable about “young women”, 
specifically virgins, who are “both” WISE and FOOLISH. The 
Good News is that the WISE VIRGINS are “prepared”, 
because they have sufficient oil in their lamps while the Bad 
News is that those who are FOOLISH VIRGINS, are 
“unprepared”. The moral of this lesson might simply be that 
WISDOM, spiritually, in the Church (which is also feminine – 
Holy “Mother” Church) requires preparation. For we, who 
are members of the Church, are called to “prepare” 
spiritually by praying daily and attending Mass weekly for 
that great day when we die and long to be united with God 

in eternity. How many members of Holy Mother Church 
today “foolishly” do so little spiritual preparation through 
prayers, weekly worship and good works, that, at the end of 
their life, they will be “unprepared” spiritually for death or 
to experience everlasting life. The Good News challenge of 
this parable is simply this: AM I WISE OR FOOLISH IN MY 
FAITH LIFE? AM I PREPARED TO MEET THE BRIDEGROOM, 
JESUS CHRIST WITH THE LIGHT OF FAITH BURNING 
BRIGHTLY, OR IS MY FAITH LIFE DIMMING OR GONE OUT, 
BECAUSE I THINK DEATH AND THE DIVINE MASTER IS A 
LONG-TIME IN COMING?  Scripture is clear. “We do not 
know the time or the hour.” 

Suffice it to say, there are many members at the Church 
of Holy Rosary who are VERY WISE, in so far as they have 
been PREPARING for months like good Boy and Girl Scouts 
as we ready ourselves for our 3rd Annual November Festival. 
Our first discussions and meetings were taking place back in 
June and July. These last weeks have been intensive times of 
preparation and I could not be more grateful as pastor (and I 
hope as parishioners too) that Rachel Helget, Jim Theuninck, 
and all the members of the November Fest Committee have 
been working so hard on the preparations from organizing, 
sorting, calling, donating, etc.  

Even if we made little stewardship on this day, the 
sociability is so important in building up parish life. New 
relationships are forged. More friendships are ignited. These 
are the spiritual benefits that continue to reveal to others 
the Good News of Holy Rosary Parish and the WISE and 
PREPARATORY people that so many of our members are for 
the good of our local Church.  

I have been even preparing for weeks on what graphics I 
could use to get your attention to come and spend the day 
with us. What is November Fest without beer? I hope (*see 
picture below) you have a MOO-VELOUS time with us and 
spend the day here! Thank you to all that PREPARED in HOLY 
WISDOM. Thank you to all of you that are PREPARING to 
spend the day with us! WELCOME! ENJOY!  

 
 
 
    
             Rev. Paul van de Crommert, Pastor 

“The foolish ones, when taking their lamps, brought no 
oil along with them, but the wise brought flasks of oil with 
their lamps.”                                                                                                           

                                                 - St. Matthew  
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Our Gifts to God & Holy Rosary 

Adult Contributions $7,907.00  
Electronic Giving $2094.97 
Youth Giving $40.37 
Loose Plate $197.50 

Weekly Offering Total $10,239.78 
Weekly offering goal is set at $10,200.00 

Nov. 2017 “Bridging the Gap”  $0.00 

 
 

Additional Weekly Income $4,183.38 

Grand Total *$14,423.16 
Total weekly stewardship goal is set at $13,000.00 

Thanks for your gifts of gratitude to God!!! 

Stewardship Of Gratitude 
This weekend we 

are seeing “stewardship 
in action” through our 
annual November 
Festival. While many parishes are giving up these events 
and there was a time that Holy Rosary had surrendered 
their festival, coming today to see all the people young and 
old does one’s heart good, especially if you are a member of 
Holy Rosary and a Roman Catholic. May you be as generous 
as your heart will allow (and maybe even a little bit more) 
for the financial success of this day. Thank you so much for 
coming. Thank you also for being such good weekly 
stewards that our parish revenue is up this year and we 
have not had to implement the “Bridging the Gap” 
campaign even once during this fiscal year of 2017-2018. 
Thank you for your gifts!  

Stewardship of Gratitude 

*Special Collections Acknowledged 
The above Grand Total includes the following funds 

taken in for special collections: $350.00 for Military 
Contribution, $211.00 for Hurricanes Irma & Maria and 
Earthquakes in Mexico, and $10.00 for ECHO Food Shelf 

The November Fest is Finally Here! 
Welcome! Welcome! Welcome to our 3rd annual 

November Fest this Sunday. We have the makings of a great 
day. We have been praying for favorable weather and it 
appears that God wants our Festival to be successful and it 
seems that we are going to receive a beautiful late autumn 
afternoon. Our raffle ticket sales are up from last year at this 
time with once again 100 wonderful prizes, including many 
cash items. We have received a HUGE AMOUNT OF HIGH 
QUALITY SILENT AUCTION ITEMS. We are presently standing 
at 86 items as we go to press. We could break the 100 prize 
mark for the Silent Auction this year! Unbelievable! We have 
sold hundreds of dinner tickets, and have increased our food 
amounts to ensure that all who will walk through the doors 
on Sunday will get a full, hearty Pork Dinner. We also have 
an AVALANCHE of great used items from Grandma’s ATTIC. 
We also received (unique to this year of 2017) some very 
beautiful, highly-quality, used furniture. Check the items out 
and make a reasonable offer. You might go home this 
Sunday with some great pieces that perhaps you could not 
afford in the store. (*See Fr. Furniture (Fr. Paul) during the 
festival with your best price!) Most of all, HAVE FUN! Thanks 
for coming! 

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 
“You never have to advertise a fire. Everyone comes 

running when there’s a fire. If your church is on fire 
spiritually, you will never have to advertise it, the 
community will already know it.” (*Here’s to you Holy 
Rosary, North Mankato!)                                                       

                                                                       - Unknown 

Upcoming Parish Meetings 
 Worship Committee: Monday, Nov. 13th, 6:30 pm 
 Finance Council: Monday, Nov. 13th, 8:00 pm 
 Social Concerns: Wednesday, Nov. 15th, 4:00 pm  
 Fall Festival Meeting: Monday, Nov 20th, 7:00 pm  
 Pastoral Council: Monday, Nov. 20th, 8:00 pm  

Youth Choir 
If you are interested in joining the Youth Choir, please 

contact Julianne Gruber at julianneg@charter.net or 388-1413. 
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The Week Ahead 

Monday, November 13: St. Frances Xavier Cabrini, Virgin  
 8:05 am – Rosary 
 8:30 am – Mass - Dick & Carol Arndt Family 
 12:00 pm – Parish Bulletin Articles due noon on Monday 
 6:30 pm – Worship Committee Meeting (Conf. Rm. 1) 

 8:00 pm – Finance Committee Meeting (Conf. Rm. 1) 

Tuesday, November 14: Weekday   
 7:00 am – Mass at Ss. Peter & Paul 
 8:15 am – Mass at St. John the Baptist   
     12:05 pm – Mass at St. Joseph the Worker 

Wednesday, November 15: Weekday (Saint Albert the  
Great, Bishop and Doctor of the Church) 
 9:15 am – Mass at Oak Terrace (Fr. Paul) - Tom Meyer† 
       1:00 pm - 4:00 pm – Sewing Group (Lower Level PC) 

 4:00 pm – Social Concerns Committee Mtg. (Conf. Rm. 1)  
       5:00 pm - 5:45 pm – Children’s Choir Practice (School) 
       5:00 pm - 7:00 pm – Holy Rosary Community Meal  
                                - Menu: Roast Beef & Mashed Potatoes  
                                   (School Cafeteria) 
       6:00 pm - 7:10 pm – Elementary Rel. Ed. Classes 
       6:00 pm - 6:50 pm – Youth Group 
       6:00 pm - 7:30 pm – Holy Rosary Choir Practice (School) 

       7:00 pm - 8:30 pm – Jr/Sr High Rel. Ed. Classes 

Thursday, November 16: Weekday (Saint Margaret of  
Scotland; Saint Gertrude, Virgin)  

 8:05 am – Rosary 
 8:30 am – Mass - Richard Townsend† 

 4:30 pm – Loyola Board of Trustees Mtg. (Fr. Paul attends) 

Friday, November 17: St. Elizabeth of Hungary, Religious 
 8:05 am – Rosary 
 8:30 am – Mass - Mark Sheldon† 
 9:15 am  – Parishioners’ Breakfast at the Perkins  
                              Restaurant (1123 Range St) - *All are invited 
 1:00 pm – River of Life (Conf. Rm. 1) 

Saturday, November 18: Weekday (The Dedication of the 
Basilicas of Saints Peter and Paul, Apostles; USA: Saint Rose 
Philippine Duchesne, Virgin; BVM) 

 4:30 pm – Sacrament of Reconciliation  
 4:30 pm – Rosary 
 5:00 pm – Mass - Ben Eggersdorfer† 

Sunday, November 19: 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 7:30 am – Rosary 
 8:00 am – Mass - Eunice Quade† 
 9:30 am – Rosary 
 10:00 am – Mass - People of the Parish 
    (Nursery, CLW, & Sunday School during the 10:00 am Mass) 
 11:15 am – Baptism 

November 18th - 19th, 2017 

2017 ECHO FOOD SHELF COLLECTION 

RECEIVED: $12,736.76 

Lectors: 
 5:00 pm Brian Eggersdorfer 
 8:00 am John Holden  
 10:00 am Darlene Schorn 

Eucharistic Ministers: 
 5:00 pm Mary Beth Nygaard, Rebecca Gruenes, 
    Julie Schoettler, Jim Theuninck, 
    Tom & Mary Clare Wyrowski 
 8:00 am Danielle & Peter Backes, Craig Amundson, 
    Mike Brumm, Cathy Neve, Gene Brandt 
 10:00 am Maxine Davis, JoAnn Borchert, 
    Sherry Henrickson, Dennis Haga, 
    Eric McCabe, Ryan Howe 

Altar Servers: 
 5:00 pm Reid, Riley, & Rayna Gruenes 
 8:00 am James Younge, Carson Fischer, 
    Danielle Fischer (C/B/B) 

 10:00 am Elias Westermann, Abi & Nathan Lang (C/B/B) 

Presentation of Gifts:  
 5:00 pm Tom & Marcy Koch 
 8:00 am Bill Cahalan Family 
 10:00 am Bob & Bev Nickels 

Ushers: 
 5:00 pm Gary Wintheiser, Ken & Pat Thiele,  
    Bob Meyer (Head Usher) 
 8:00 am Frank & Tony Weber, Christopher Backes,  
    Bill Fasnacht (Head Usher) 
 10:00 am Jim Barker, John Jagerson, Steve Kaiser,  
    Mark Weingartz (Head Usher) 

Rosary Leaders:     
 5:00 pm Jim Theuninck 
 8:00 am Sharon Lenz 
 10:00 am Jeanette Barsness 

Music Ministry:          
 5:00 pm Joe Kunkel/Jeanne Makela 
 8:00 am Corinne Ort/Jeanne Makela 
 10:00 am Tom Bachmann/Vicki Galli 

Money Counters - November 2017: Bob Manwarren, 
Bob Meyer, Terri Compton, Arlyce Anderson 

Bulletin Folders - November 2017: Mary Bliss, Barb 
Wegscheid, Marge Grausam, Maxine Davis, Rita Townsend 
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Prayers and support for all of our sick and injured 
of Holy Rosary Parish 

Our prayers go out to all of the sick and injured in our 
parish who are at home, in the hospital, nursing homes or 
assisted-living residences. May God bless them and keep 
them under His guidance and protection!   

For Those Who Are Ill & Special Needs 
Fay Fallenstein, Jerry Gish, Dean & Julie Mettler, Donald 

Theissen, Mike Schneider, Nancy Wesely, Harriet Smishek, 
Patricia Roemhildt, Leonard Mettler, Gerald & Alma Erkel, Daniel 
Crowley, Jo Lindberg 

For Our Families 
Monday Gerald & Alma Erkel 
Tuesday John & Debbie Cattrysse 
Wednesday James & Carrie Schill 
Thursday Francis & Connie Weber 
Friday Michelle Pemble 
Saturday Jan Kolb 
Sunday Kathy Ulman 

For Those in the Military 
Nick Blace Matt McGraw William Backes 
Jared Hiniker Christopher Schmidt  Ben Barsness 
Dana Schiller Daniel Fitterer  Anna Drummer 
Mark Hansen Timothy Eick   

Prayer Chain 

If you have a short term prayer request or prayer 
of thanksgiving for our prayer chain to pray for, 
please call Teresa Kolstad at 327-9810.   

Lord, Hear Our Prayers 

Home Visitation: If you wish to have yourself or a loved 
one receive the sacraments, Holy Communion or a personal 
pastoral visit, please call our coordinator, Lorraine Klaseus at 
507-388-4932 

 
This Week’s Sanctuary Light Intention: 

For a Successful Fall Festival  
& Favorable Weather! 

This Week’s Readings 
Mon: Wis 1:1-7/Lk 17:1-6  
Tues: Wis 2:23—3:9/Lk 17:7-10  
Wed: Wis 6:1-11/Lk 17:11-19  
Thurs:
Fri: Wis 13:1-9/Lk 17:26-37  
Sat: Wis 18:14-16; 19:6-9/Lk 18:1-8  
Sun: Prv 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31/1 Thes 5:1-6/Mt 25:14-30 

or 25:14-15, 19-21 

Thanksgiving Masses 
I will be offering TWO Masses for 

Thanksgiving. Although it is not a Holy 
Day of Obligation, it is such an important 
day for us as Catholics; for the word 
Eucharist means literally “Thanksgiving”. 
So, even more important than sitting 
down at a table with family and friends 
to give thanks, should we not sit down 
with the Lord in Church to give thanks 
for the blessings of another year of grace? The first 
Thanksgiving Mass will be held on the Vigil of Thanksgiving, 
November 22nd at 5:15 pm and the morning Mass of 
Thanksgiving will be held at 8:30 am. Please make Mass part of 
your annual Thanksgiving tradition! We hope to see you there! 
Happy Thanksgiving! 

Annual Ecumenical  

Thanksgiving Prayer Service 
With the start of November, 

we also need to start thinking 
about Thanksgiving, which is only 
weeks away. On the very first 
Thanksgiving the pilgrims and the native people gathered to 
share a common meal, and I suspect some common prayer 
as well. Recently, the area ministers and I, as pastor, met at 
Crossview Covenant Church to make preparations for this 
year’s annual Ecumenical Service. This year the service will 
be held (weather permitting) at Belgrade Avenue United 
Methodist Church (325 Sherman St, North Mankato) at 
7:00 pm on November 22nd. Last year we had a good 
response of parishioners from Holy Rosary. Hopefully, we 
will have as many at the Methodist Church on Belgrade as 
we did 2 years ago when I first arrived and preached. In fact, 
speaking of preaching, I will once again be giving the sermon 
for this ecumenical service. There will also be two Masses 
for Thanksgiving here at Holy Rosary (5:15 pm on 
Wednesday, Nov. 22nd, and 8:30 am on Thursday, Nov. 
23rd). Between these 3 services, hopefully you have an hour 
to “give thanks” at one of them. Please note that the 
collection taken at the Masses at Holy Rosary will go 
towards our Needy Fund for those seeking assistance for 
fuel and food. Happy Thanksgiving! 

Welcome to Holy Rosary! 
Are you new to the area or would like to join Holy Rosary 

parish? Just go to www.holyrosarynorthmankato.com/
membership-registration & download the registration 
forms to fill out. You can also simply send us your contact 
information via an easy-to-use form and we will mail you a 
hard copy of those forms. Come join our growing Holy Rosary 
parish family!  
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Learn about Loyola Catholic School...visit 
www.loyolacatholicschool.org  

Schedule family tours and shadow days at your 
convenience. Call 507-388-0600.  

Save the Date! 
 Cinderella, final performances this 

weekend!  Nov.11 at 7pm; Nov.12 at 2:30 
 Turkey BINGO, Nov 18, St. Joseph the Worker 

parish, 6pm 
 Loyola’s Barnes & Noble Bookfair  December 9 

We need 4 more host families for students from 
Argentina, Jan 8-Feb. 9. Students attend a Catholic HS in 
Buenos Aires, and hope to experience American culture 
and improve their English.  Could your family host a 
student?  A stipend will offset expenses for room, board, 
and transportation to/from Loyola. Contact Julienne Antes 
asap at bigroad7@windomnet.com or 507.304.2143. 

Junior Achievement of Greater Mankato has received 
the Brian Fazio Award for its work at Loyola and Mankato 
Public Schools, recognizing partnerships enhancing 
education and business in Greater Mankato.  

Congratulations to Loyola/Cleveland Boys Cross 
Country Team on an outstanding season and placing third 
in MN State Competition.  

K-12 Conferences were held November 9; PS and PK 
conferences are next week.  November 10 was a 
professional development/curriculum day for staff. 

Loyola 9th graders made their annual RESPECT retreat 
last week; juniors will make retreat at Wolf Ridge, 
November 15-17. 

Did you know?  SS Peter and Paul school burned in 
1927; the parish immediately built a new grade and high 
school. 

Your parish support makes all we do, learn, and 
celebrate at Loyola possible, as we guide students to their 
full potential, walk with them in faith, and equip them to 
lead and serve.  

Stewardship Corner 
 

Diocesan United Fund (D.U.F.), Diocesan Priest Pension 
Fund/ Medical, Care Comp Ins, Priest Care Fund, & Audit:                                    
 Pd. to Date: $15,269.57 
 Goal: $79,721.00 
 

Annual Diocesan Ministries Appeal (D.M.A.):  
 Rec’d. to Date: $0.00 
 Goal:   $36,832.99 
  

Loyola Catholic School Assessment: 
 Pd. to Date: $47,000.00     
 Goal: $205,014.00 
 

Total Paid to Date 2017-18: $62,269.57 
Apostolate Stewardship 2017-18: $284,735.00 

Upcoming Special Collections 
These funds will be taken at the same time as the regular 

collection. Please be as generous as you are able. 
 Nov 11/12: Festival Band (Cedar Creek Gospel Band) 
 Nov 18/19: Campaign for Human Development 
 Nov 24/25: ECHO Food Shelf 

5th Annual Turkey Bingo 

Benefiting Loyola Teachers  
Come win your Thanksgiving Turkey!  

Enjoy playing bingo, a raffle, and 
concessions at St. Joseph the Worker 
Catholic Church in Mankato on Saturday, 
November 18th after Mass (about 6:15 
p.m.).  All proceeds will go to Loyola 
Catholic School teachers for use in their classrooms.  In 
addition, a $1,000 matching grant will be provided by Catholic 
United Financial to Loyola Catholic School.  The event is 
sponsored by Mankato Holy Family Catholic United Financial 
Council #17 and the LCS Home & School Association.  

 
K. of C. Council #5551 News  

Nov 24 - General Mtg. (Friday) 7:00 pm 

A Night at the Opera 
Please join the Mankato Area Youth Symphony Orchestra 

for their Fall concert “A Night at the Opera”, featuring popular 
opera music and on Saturday, November 18 from 7-9 pm at 
Christ Chapel, St. Peter. This is collaborative concert featuring 
MAYSO, Mankato Children's Chorus, Musicorum, and the 
Minnesota Opera. Tickets are $10 per person and are available 
at the door. 

Marriage Encounter Weekend 
You've celebrated a few 

anniversaries...maybe MANY. You've been 
through some ups and downs and you have 
learned a lot about each other.  But what if 
there's more to your marriage than you've ever realized? 
Experience a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend and 
discover the beauty of your relationship. The next Worldwide 
Marriage Encounter Weekends are Nov 17-19, 2017 in 
Windom, MN and Feb 16-18, 2018 in Windom, MN. Early 
registration is highly recommended.  For more information visit 
our website at: southmnwwme.org or contact Miki at 507-227
-8229 or applications@southmnwwme.org. 

http://www.loyolacatholicschool.org
mailto:bigroad7@windomnet.com
mailto:wmandbethnickles@hotmail.com
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R.C.I.A. 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 

It is again the time of year to seek out 
those souls who wish to be in full 
communion with the Catholic Church. Last 
year we brought into the Church five new 
members. It is a wonderful time of 
renewal both for the individuals coming 
into the Church as well as for our local 
faith community. If you know of a spouse, 
neighbor, friend, etc. who would like to 
become a full member of the Catholic 
faith, please call or have them call the 
parish office. We are anticipating 
beginning classes by late November or 
early December. The session will run weekly through the Lenten 
season and conclude during the Easter season. “’Come to Me all 
you who are weary and I will give you rest,’ says the Lord”. 

Council of Catholic Women News 

Dec. 4th: CCW Christmas Party & Meeting (Lower Hall) 

Christmas Wreaths 

Calvary Cemetery is now taking orders for Christmas 
Wreaths to be placed on your love ones grave.  The cost is 
$25.00, to order please call Terry Miller at 507-995-1010. 

Campaign for Human Development 

Next week, our second collection will be for the Catholic 
Campaign for Human Development. Over 46 million people 
in the United States live in poverty. This collection supports 
programs to empower people to identify and address the 
obstacles they face as they work to lift themselves out of 
poverty. By supporting this collection you give people a 
hand up, not a hand out. Learn more about the Catholic 
Campaign for Human Development at www.usccb.org/
cchd/collection. 

Woodcarving Art Show 

Sister Mary Ann Osborne, SSND is having an Open 
House and Art Showing of her woodcarvings at her studio in 
Florian Hall on Good Counsel Hill, Saturday, November 18, 
2017 from10:00 am to 4:00 pm. You will have the 
opportunity to purchase handmade, original one-of-a-kind 
Christmas gifts. Call 389-4242 if you need more information. 

 
 

Christmas Program - Save the Date!  
Our Christmas program soon be upon us!  Save the 

date for Sunday, December 10th.  Everyone is encouraged 
to attend the 10:00 am Mass followed by a meal in the 
church lower hall with the program to start at 12:30 pm in 
the school gymnasium.  Practice for the Christmas program 
will be on Saturday, December 9th at 10:00 am.  Practice 
will be just for the 5th & 6th graders.  

Wednesday Night Simple Meals for ALL Parishioners  
Please join us for our Wednesday night Simple 

Meals!  They are open to all parishioners!   It is great to see 
families come before Religious Ed classes start!  We serve 
from 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm. On the menu for Nov. 15:  Roast 
Beef & Mashed Potatoes.  

Upcoming Dates  
 November 15: Class for ALL Grades (Grades 1 - 6  

meet from 6:00 pm - 7:10 pm, Grades 7 - 11 meet from 
7:00 pm to 8:30 pm); Community Meal - 5:00 pm - 7:00 
pm - School Cafeteria (Roast Beef & Mashed Potatoes); 
Youth Group 6:00 pm - 6:50 pm.  

 November 22: NO Class - Happy Thanksgiving 

 November 29: Class for Elementary Grades 1-6 - 6:00 
pm - 7:10 pm; Community Meal - 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm - 
School Cafeteria (Pizza)  Youth Group 6:45 pm - 8:00 pm 

 December 6: Class for ALL Grades ( Grades 1 - 6 meet 
from 6:00 pm - 7:10 pm, Grades 7 - 11 meet from 7:00 
pm to 8:30 pm; Community Meal - 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm - 
School Cafeteria (Chicken Noodle Soup); Youth Group 
6:00 pm - 6:50 pm. 

 December 9:  Christmas Program Practice for 5th & 6th 
grade only; 10:00 am. 

 December 10: 10:00 am Mass; Free-will offering lunch 
served in the church lower hall; Program 12:30 pm in the 
school gymnasium. 

Diocesan Ministries Appeal 
Two weeks ago the 2017 Diocesan Ministries Appeal 

packets were mailed to all homes in the diocese.  This year’s 
theme is, “Together We Are One.” The DMA offers us an 
opportunity to do our part to support the ministries that help to 
build the Church right here in the Diocese of New Ulm - 
ministries and services that no single parish could provide.  Each 
one of us has been blessed by God’s generosity and for that 
reason, we have a spiritual need and desire to return some of 
that blessing back to God. If you are able, please consider 
becoming a member or continuing a membership in the 
Bishop’s Guild for those who contribute $1,000 or more to the 
DMA.  Next weekend, November 18th & 19th, we will see the 
DMA video after the Masses downstairs like we did last year. Be 
assured that your gift will only be used to support those 
ministries designated in the DMA brochure and no other. 
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Fair Trade Goods 

CCW is supporting Fair Trade - a movement whose goal 
is to help producers in developing countries to get a fair 
price for their products so as to reduce poverty, provide for 
the ethical treatment of workers and farmers, and promote 
environmentally sustainable practices. 

The following Fair Trade items are available for sale in 
the parish office: 

Coffee – $10.00 per bag 
    (regular ground & whole bean, and dark roast whole 

bean)  
Tea – various flavors - $4.50 per box 
Chocolate bars – $3.50 each 
Hot Cocoa Mix – $7.50 each 
Baking Cocoa – $7.50 each 
Your support of Fair Trade is appreciated as we work 

together to improve the lives of the growers in developing 
countries.  The coffee we sell is from San Lucas, Guatemala. 

Energy Assistance Program 

Every year, the Minnesota Valley Action Council offers 
an Energy Assistance Program (EAP) to help low income 
households pay a portion of their heating and electric bills. 
The program is available to both individuals and families 
who are income eligible. The application deadline is May 31, 
2018. Energy Assistance applications are available by phone 
at 507-345-6822 (or toll-free at 1-800-767-7139) or by 
visiting www.mnvac.org. 

The Minnesota Valley Action Council also assists 
households in crisis situations with disconnect notices or 
when they are almost out of heating fuel. Grants are paid 
directly to the vendor on their behalf. Learn more about 
these and other services offered by the Minnesota Valley 
Action Council at www.mnvac.org 

Office Administrator Position Available 

Holy Rosary Church, North Mankato, is seeking a full-

time office administrator for our growing, vibrant, faith 

community. Competitive salary, health benefits, retirement 

plan. Self-starter, people person, organized and competent 

computer skills required. Send all resumes or letters of 

inquiry by December 1, 2017 to Holy Rosary Church, c/o 

Rev. Paul van de Crommert, 525 Grant Ave, North Mankato, 

MN 56003 

Listening for the  

Still, Small Voice of God 

In 1Kings 19:11-12, Elijah hears God’s voice not in 
the strong wind, the earthquake or the fire, but rather in 
a quiet whisper.  In the midst of our busy lives and the 
many voices around us clamoring to be heard, it can be 
difficult to hear God’s still, small voice within us.  Join 
with women 18-45 yrs. seeking to listen to how God is 
calling them in their lives at this time. Learn ways to 
recognize God’s voice and God’s leading as you consider 
both small and big decisions.  Beginning Nov. 13th, the 
group will meet the 2nd Monday of each month from 
7:00-8:30 p.m. at St. John the Baptist Church in Mankato 
in the Library Room (enter door 7).  If interested please 
contact Sr. Stephanie Spandl, SSND at sspandl@ssnd.org 
or 651-278-4498. 

It’s Time to Change the Missals! 
Volunteers are needed to 

change the Missals in Church on 
Monday, November 20th, after the 
8:30 am Mass. Your help would be 
greatly appreciated! Please call 
Cathy Neve at 507-345-6765 if you 
are available to help. Thank you! 

Advent Day of Prayer and Reflection:  
Prepare a Way for Justice, Peace & Hope on Earth  

December 3, 2017, 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
Sacred Space Ministry, 170 Good Counsel Drive, Mankato 

Give yourself the gift of a day to enter into the spirit of 
Advent! Take time to prepare your heart, your spirit, y our 
psyche for the coming of Christmas! Fee: $40, includes 
lunch. Please register by November 27, 2017.  
mjwelter@ssndcp.org or 507-389-4266. 

Meals on Wheels Volunteers Needed 

With the colder weather 
approaching MOW are in need 
of drivers to deliver meals to 
our seniors and disabled 
people. They love the friendly 
faces and sometimes this is their only contact with people. 
Hours are Mon- Fri from 10:30 to 11:30.  Call 625-8970 and 
ask for Shawn. If there is no answer, leave a message and 
Shawn will get back to you.  Thank you and God bless you.  
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Holy Rosary Catholic Church 
Social Concern Meeting Minutes  

October 18, 2017 
 

Opening Prayer: Mary Beth Nygaard 
 
Present:  Mary Beth Nygaard, Marlene Peterson, Arlyce 

Anderson, Darlene Schorn, Lorraine Klaseus, Fr. Paul van de 
Crommert.  Absent: JoAnn Borchert, Ruth Fitterer 

  
Reports:  
 WHO – We Help Out – Darlene reported that we had 

two requests, but neither could be fulfilled, as they required 
more manpower than we could provide.  Both were given 
references for help. 

 ECHO Food Shelf – Collection of money for ECHO Food 
Shelf has totaled $12,038.42 for the year of 2017. An 
envelope is placed at the end of the pew for parishioners to 
donate as they wish. This is collected at Offertory time. One 
anonymous note with negative statements was placed in 
the collection basket and read to the committee.  The 
committee believes that this format of giving is far more 
successful than previous attempts of food bins.  With the 
cost of groceries at this time, the cash for the food shelf to 
use where it is most needed was decided to continue.     

Prayer Chain – The participants now receive the 
message for needed prayers by email or phone call.  No 
report.  

 Parish Council Report – No meeting 
 Options for Women – members of our parish are very 

involved in this ministry. Forty Days for Life has passed the 
midway point.  Holy Rosary parishioners are present for 
group prayer each week day 4:00-5:00 p.m. outside Planned 
Parenthood on Victory Drive.  Several answered prayers 
have been reported.  The October 1 Gala for Options For 
Women|Mankato was well attended.  Dr. Jim and Darlene 
Schorn were awarded the Dr. Joseph Eckert Champion For 
Life Award.  

Fall Anointing – Lorraine reported that she made 131 
calls, with 80 people being anointed at the October 9th 
mass.  Many stayed for the pot luck meal that followed.  An 
additional 30 people were anointed at Oak Terrace.   
Monarch Meadows will be the next one.   

 Card Ministry – Jeanette Barsness, Marla Endress and 
Marlene Peterson in connection with the parish office is 
sending out greeting cards.  It is going well. 

 Connections Ministry – Churches in the Mankato area 
are combining to house homeless in the cold winter months 
from 7:00 p.m. to 7:30 a.m. This project is being coordinated 
by a committee and three paid staff. Our parish at this time 
will collect money to help maintain the project. Holy Rosary 
Members or groups who want to volunteer at the 5 hosting 

churches can take training. October 29th is the starting date 
and going through April. Mary Beth Nygaard is on the Board 
of Directors, representing our parish.   

 
Old Business: 
 Thanksgiving Ecumenical Prayer Service – Holy Rosary 

will be hosting the annual Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service 
on November 22nd.  Another North Mankato church will 
provide refreshments.  We will need to organize greeters 
and do other duties for the evening.  Father plans to attend 
the planning meeting. 

 Lenten Small Groups – Mary Beth and JoAnn are 
planning to have a program for February 14, 2018 to April 1, 
2018 and are reviewing materials now.   

 Calling Ministry – There was discussion on how this 
might develop, where we get the names to be called and 
who might do the calling.  Darlene will work on seeking 
individuals who might be interested in helping in this 
ministry.   

 Bulletin Announcement on Social Concerns- Jeanette 
submitted a bulletin announcement on the role of Social 
Concerns for review by the committee.  It was approved to 
go into the bulletin. 

 
Initiatives to Consider: 
 Lisa Phillips is looking for each committee to help out 

once or twice during the year to serve the students and 
families for a Wednesday Religious Education evening meal.  
Four members signed up to help next Wednesday, Oct 25th.   

 Ministry to the Bereaved and Widows – will be further 
discussed 

 Adopt a family for Christmas – Becky Tolzman has 
suggested that we have a giving tree collection for families 
in need at Christmas.  

 Hospitality – coffee & rolls.  After discussion and 
review of past years, the committee decided to table this 
request.  

 
Next Meeting: November 15, 4:00 p.m. 
  
Closing Prayer: Father Paul van de Crommert 

We Help Others - WHO 

The Social Concerns WHO Committee would like to 
help parishioners who may need some chore assistance.  
Small projects that you could use assistance with might 
include changing a light bulb when you should no longer  
be climbing a ladder, assistance with a broken item, 
mending, hemming and sewing projects, advice from 
individuals with special skills or other such household 
needs.  If you are in need of such assistance, please call 
Darlene Schorn, 345-8667.   
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Holy Rosary Catholic Church 

Finance Council Meeting Minutes 
September 18, 2017 

The meeting of the Holy Rosary Finance Council was called to 
order on September 18th, 2017. The majority of the members were 
present. The review of the past minutes from July 17th, 2017, were 
approved as read. (These minutes were published a week later in the 
parish bulletin.) The agenda was also approved as read. 

Pastor’s Comments/Bookkeeper Report (Jim T, was away on 
vacation.)  Father began by stating that he would be combining both 
his Pastor’s Comments along with the comments of the Administrator/
Bookkeeper as Jim asked to be excused on the eve before he is taking 
off on an extended vacation. Mary Homan has completed her term 
and asked to step down from the Finance Council. Father stated that 
the present council has welcomed several new members recently, and 
he will not seek additional membership at this time. 

Father reported that it is hard to believe that we are nearly 
through one-quarter of the new Fiscal Year for 2017-2018. This new 
Fiscal Year is off to a very good start. Since the implication of the 
“Bridging the Gap” campaign, to make up any difference of the Sunday 
offerings if the parish falls short on a given month, has not been 
needed to be implemented so far this fiscal year. This is significant as 
the summer is usually when the monies are coming in much more 
slowly due to many faithful travelling. 

The “Mass in the Park” was again very successful. All of the food 
was donated this year. The amount of people served when compared 
to last year is nearly equal. Even though the parish had only two 
Masses, the collection was equally respectable. The Fall Festival 
“November Fest” is right on target at this time. There is a good start to 
ticket sales that is presently standing at around 50. More food has 
been ordered for this year’s event as last year the committee came 
close to running out. 

Expenses are running higher than last year due, in part, because of 
the brick and mortar work that was done on the exterior of the church. 
The entire amount of $30,000.00 has been covered by the 
parishioners. All of the bills are current at this time with one 
outstanding bill/quote of $2,800.00 to repair part of the lower roof on 
the church that is leaking. The contractor has been called several times 
and we are presently waiting for the work to be completed. 

Roughly figuring, we have paid ahead in two areas (insurance/
salaries) by $4,500.00. We have paid Loyola $17,000.00 while last year 
we did not make our first payment until the end of October. We are 
equal in our payments to the Diocese as we were last year. So, given 
what we have paid ahead from last year and the increased revenue, 
we are ahead of last year at this time by about $45,000.00. That is 
pretty good given the fact that we have done a sizeable amount of 
capital repairs over the past few months. 

Investment Report: Ryan Spaude spent a period of time reviewing 
the parish portfolio. Parish investments are doing well as the stock 
market is doing well. Since July 31st of this year, parish investments 
have increased by $38,000.00. Dividend payments alone from May 
through August of this year has increased by more than $8,300.00. The 
Endowment has nearly reached $107,000.00.  Ryan addressed any 
questions or concerns the committee had at the meeting. 

Business: Final Budget Approval 2017-2018:  The new budget for 
the Fiscal Year was in place, but not formally approved by the trustees 
and pastor over the summer. Father presented it now to the trustees 
and all members that were present. The budget was unanimously 

approved for the fiscal year without any concerns. Kitchen 
Infrastructure Updates: Marty and Lisa Philips are renting/leasing the 
school kitchen and have made many improvements including air-
conditioning, as the space is unbearable to work in during the heat of 
summer and while the ovens are operating. Marty was seeking 
support from the council to perhaps cover half-of-the-cost of the air 
conditioning units that were installed by Davis Comfort Systems. After 
Marty’s presentation, there was a discussion. Concerns were 
expressed about paying for a portion of this project that was this large 
and there was nothing budgeted in the new fiscal year budget. Father 
proposed that, in equity for the couple’s efforts, and that since the 
work done is permanent and, in the long-run, a capital improvement 
for the benefit of Holy Rosary, to withhold charging rent for several 
months, that would equal the amount of some $5,000.00. Following 
further discussion, this was agreed to with no parish money being 
given at this time, but also no charge of rent for the kitchen, until after 
the start of the new calendar year of 2018. The proposal received full 
consensus from the Finance Council. When the equal amount of some 
$5,000.00 has been reached that would normally be paid in rent, then 
the rent payments would begin, around April 2018. Church Steps/ 
Front Entrance: A discussion was held if the Finance Council wants to 
proceed with the capital improvements of the church’s west entrance 
that is deteriorating and is no longer up to code. The Finance Council 
expressed concerns about the present entrance. Father shared that 
there was universal support from the other committees such as the 
Worship Committee as well the Pastoral Council. At this point the 
council agreed to proceed with YHR, the architectural firm, to get the 
initial drawings done (at the cost of around $3,000.00). Upon review of 
the company’s work, then to possibly take the next steps in this 
process. At this point the project “might” begin in the later part of 
2018. All agreed that something needs to be done with the front 
entrance. All agreed that there is no desire to build a gathering space 
area onto the church due to cost and lack of space. Summer 
Maintenance Projects: Some of the projects that were done this 
summer fell financially in the Fiscal Year of 2016-2017 and some fell 
into the new Fiscal Year of 2017-2018. This is the reason for the higher 
expenses when compared to last year. All of the projects were 
necessary, repair projects that are considered part of the capital 
improvements for the parish, and had been largely reviewed and 
approved by the Finance Council at previous meetings. These projects 
included: Tuck-pointing and Cleaning the Church Exterior: $30,000.00. 
The final check of $6,940.00 is being held back until the final work is 
done on the west side of the church. Deep Cleaning the Church and 
School through the cleaning service: of $5,064.00. (This work included 
stripping the floor in the church basement as well as the school 
cafeteria and the hallways. The last time that this was done was 3 
years ago.) Water Softener in the rectory: The previous one was 
estimated to be more than 25-years-old and past it’s lifetime. The unit 
no longer worked. The cost was $1,500.00, but was donated by a 
benefactor. Painting of the south side of the school: The cost for the 
painting was $3,200.00. This greatly improved the curb appeal of the 
school’s exterior. Removal of the School’s Air conditioners and the 
installation of new ones: $1,400.00. The removal of the Hunt House 
was no cost to the parish, but rather the new owner. Excavating and 
returning the land to parking area: $9,630.00. Street repair and 
tapping off the water cost $1,800.00.  

Other Business: None.  

The next Finance Council meeting is scheduled for Monday 
November 13th at 7:30 pm (NOTE: This time has been changed to 8:00 
pm). The meeting closed with prayer.       


