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Mourning and grief comes in 
many forms. For some grief may 
be sadness and mourning, but 
for me, in these past weeks, it 
has been a flood of “memories” 
of the man that was my Father 
my whole life. Of the many 
things my Father said when he was alive (he was a talker) was 
“The work is not so bad as the preparation to do the work.”  

That memorable quote came into my head on my (alleged) 
“day off” this past Tuesday. I had sat up late (until 12:00 am), on 
Monday evening, working on sermons,  getting up earlier in the 
morning,  making a hard-copy  in the office of the homily to 
preach from, rehearsing the homily in my kitchen for the School 
Sisters, all the while watching my time, finding a jacket, hunting 
for the car keys (I could not find them and had to use the spare), 
getting the vestments from the sacristy, grabbing the text of the 
sermon, driving up to the hill, getting vested, final instructions in 
the sacristy, and finally standing at the altar celebrating the 
Mass. I am not saying this for “pity”, but simply to tell you that, 
the most basic work requires lots of “preparation”. Many people 
think that standing before a congregation and talking is relatively 
effortless. For many might think to themselves: “All you need to 
do is throw on some vestments, and start talking.” I only wish it 
were that simple and that there was not all this “preparation” 
behind the scenes. 

Many people “mourn” the magical time of the Christmas 
season (which is really, for Catholics, the Advent season), as it 
requires a monumental amount of “preparation” with the arrival 
of family and friends for a few days. For you may have to house 
them, have meals for them, entertain them for an evening or 
several days, along with all the joy and the stress that comes 
with those holiday celebrations. And, for those of you who are 
the “host family” for Christmas, would you not agree that the 
hardest part of this precious time of year is the “preparation” 
well before the people start parading through your door? 

Specifically, if you are hosting for the holidays, there are 
groceries to buy, sleeping arrangements to be made, baking, 
cooking, covering the special needs of the young and old, 
wrapping gifts, decorating the tree and putting out the 
Christmas stable; to name just a few things in that long 
preparation list. Maybe after reading this, you might agree with 
me about all of this preparation and re-negotiate with your 
family as to why you are always the one that must host the 
family at Christmas time? Good luck with changing the host 

home at such short notice before the holidays! 
As we begin a new liturgical year and this new season of 

Advent, there are many who think and say; “I love the Advent 
season!” “I just wish it was longer than just 4 short weeks!” “I 
love its simplicity and its unhurried nature.” Yet, realistically, 
these statements on Advent are the furthest thing from the 
spiritual truth. For, while it is true that Advent is liturgically 
simplistic as there is no Gloria sung or spoken at Mass, and the 
environment in the sanctuary is simple, when compared to 
Christmas, it is AN INTENSE SPIRITUAL TIME OF PREPARATION. 
Today’s readings for the First Sunday of Advent bring this them 
of “preparation” out so clearly from the prophet Isaiah, to Paul 
to the Corinthians, to our Precious Lord proclaiming “Be 
watchful! Be alert!” In short, “BE PREPARED!”  

For me, as clergy, the hardest part of coming up with a 
homily for a funeral,  feast day, or the faithful coming for the 
weekend Masses, is finding that spiritual theme. The theme 
does not really involve writing or even really researching. This 
first step requires pure “spiritual (advent) preparation”, 
requiring thinking, reflecting, being silent in prayer, going for a 
walk, waiting for the Holy Spirit to hit me and then saying: 
“Okay! That will work!” This “spiritual preparation” is essential 
before sitting down and starting to research and seriously write 
that particular homily or sermon. Awful homilies are given when 
there is no spiritual (advent) pre-preparation involving this pre-
reflection before the actual writing and rehearsing. I still hold 
that most of the faithful know the difference between a canned 
homily and a homily made from scratch just like you know if 
grandma made the pie from scratch or bought it out of the 
freezer case at the local grocery store.  

How many Advents have we spent “physically” preparing for 
the celebration of our family and friends at Christmas. When the 
big day finally happens, we are often stressed, sleepy or simply 
wanting it to be over. How about then, in this Advent of 2017, 
we turn over a new spiritual leaf? (I mean, after all, it is the start 
of the New Liturgical Year and maybe a good time to make 
spiritual resolutions like when we start the calendar New Year!) 
How about if we were spiritually resolved to do a little less 
“preparation physically” and more “preparation spiritually”, e.g. 
daily prayer, the recitation of the Rosary, reading the little 
booklet available at the entrances of our church “Five Minutes 
with the Word”, receiving the Sacrament of Penance, going for 
some quiet prayerful walks, buying less gifts for the family that 
already have houses full, making a simple supper when the 
family comes, making the point to attend Mass weekly during 
Advent as an entire family, etc. - can you imagine what a 
different spiritual experience your Christmas would be this year? 
If we really embraced the Advent spirit of “spiritual” and not 
“physical” preparation, maybe “Merry Christmas” would 
become more than just a seasonal greeting and much more 
spiritual Good News about God coming into our world!  
Happy Advent!  

  
   

 
            Rev. Paul van de Crommert, Pastor 

“He leaves home and places his servants in charge, 
each with his own work, and orders the gatekeeper to be 
on the watch.”                         

                        - St. Mark  
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Our Gifts to God & Holy Rosary 

Adult Contributions $7,196.76  
Electronic Giving $2,713.03 
Youth Giving $55.86 
Loose Plate $305.96 

Weekly Offering Total $10,271.61 
Weekly offering goal is set at $10,200.00 

Nov. 2017 “Bridging the Gap”  $0.00 

 
 

Additional Weekly Income $5,657.75 

Grand Total *$15,929.36 
Total weekly stewardship goal is set at $13,000.00 

Thanks for your gifts of gratitude to God!!! 

Stewardship Of Gratitude 
From July through November, we have been able to 

keep the stewardship snake from sneaking across the bottom 
line to make it red. How wonderful that our weekly plate 
offerings have been able to stay above the $10,200.00. We 
have just four more weeks before we have reached the half-
way mark of the Fiscal Year of 2017-2018. December tends to 
be a very generous month as we are entering into the 
“Season of Giving”. Please consider putting Holy Rosary on 
your Christmas list of those you will give to during this holiday 
season. Although we have left the month of November and 
the time that we “give thanks”; I continue to thank God, even 
in December for your strong stewardship and helping us keep 
our financial commitments and proclaiming the Good News 
of Jesus Christ! Thank you for your gifts!  

Stewardship of Gratitude 

*Special Collections Acknowledged 
The above Grand Total includes the following funds 

taken in for special collections: $380.75 for ECHO Food Shelf 
and $65.00 for Campaign for Human Development. 

Holy Day of Obligation  

Feast of the Immaculate Conception 
This week Thursday and Friday, the 

Universal Church celebrates the 
Solemnity of the Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
This is a very special feast to us as 
Americans as it is also the patronal feast 
day of the United States of America. So, attending Mass is not 
only a “prayerful” thing to do, it is also very “patriotic” thing to 
do as well. There are three opportunities to attend Mass 
beginning on Thursday, December 7th, with a Vigil Mass at 
5:15 pm as well as two Masses on Friday, December 8th, at 
8:30 am and again at 5:15 pm.  Mary, conceived without sin, 
may we have recourse to thee!  

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 
“Laugh and grow strong!”  - St. Ignatius of Loyola  

Pre-Christmas Altar Server  

Pizza Party & Gifts! 
(*You must be present to receive a gift!)  
This Wednesday, December 6th, 6:15 pm 

Church Hall | Feast of St. Nicholas!  
Presently, Holy Rosary has 33 servers. We are 

blessed that our young people and their parents 
are willing to make the sacrifice of coming to the 
Sacrifice of the Mass and to bringing their son or 
daughter to serve. My Mother was recently in 
attendance after Mass and the first thing she said 
when we got back to the rectory was: “I have to say, those 
servers do a darn good job!” I couldn’t agree with her more. I 
am encouraged when, even after their senior year, some of our 
servers are still willing to help out in this important ministry. I 
am also encouraged when I only have to look into the church if I 
am short a server (which has become rare), and they come 
running to help. I equally appreciate those servers who come at 
times into the sacristy to see if I still need a server, but I already 
have three of them. My only regret is that my servers tell me 
that they NEVER read the bulletin. Maybe, Mom and Dad, you 
can encourage them to read the bulletin and especially this 
article that is all about them! All of our present servers are 
encouraged to attend our server party on Wednesday and, for 
our younger students that don’t drive, Mom or Dad are 
welcome to join us for pizza and treats if they wish to come too! 
We will start at 6:15 pm and should be concluded on or before 
7:00 pm.  How appropriate to be celebrating our young people 
on this the Feast of St. Nicholas!!! See you all there!  

Baptism 
Our prayers & best wishes go out to Mark & Nicole Meyer 

on the occasion of the Baptism of their son, Wyatt Alexander, 
who will be baptized following this Sunday’s 10:00 am Mass. 
May Wyatt’s Baptism be the beginning of a life-long 
relationship with Christ & His bride, the Church! God bless you 
on this most joyful occasion! 
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The Week Ahead 
Sunday, December 3: First Sunday of Advent 
 11:15 am – Baptism 
Monday, December 4: Advent Weekday (Saint John 
Damascene, Priest and Doctor of the Church) 
 8:05 am – Rosary 
 8:30 am – Mass - Robert Curran† 
  5:30 pm – Mass for CCW  - Mildred Weingartz† 
  6:00 pm – CCW Christmas Party (Lower Hall) 

Tuesday, December 5: Advent Weekday  
 7:00 am – Mass at Ss. Peter & Paul 
 8:15 am – Mass at St. John the Baptist   
     12:05 pm – Mass at St. Joseph the Worker 

Wednesday, December 6: Advent Weekday (St. Nicholas, 
Bishop) 
 9:15 am – Mass at Oak Terrace (Fr. Paul)  

         - Monica Ahern† 
       1:00 pm - 4:00 pm – Sewing Group (Lower Level PC) 

 3:00 pm – Penance Service at SSND (Fr. Paul)  

       5:00 pm - 5:45 pm – Children’s Choir Practice (School) 
       5:00 pm - 7:00 pm – Holy Rosary Community Meal  
                        - Menu: Chicken Noodle Soup! (School Cafeteria) 

       6:00 pm - 7:30 pm – Holy Rosary Choir Practice (School) 
       6:00 pm - 7:10 pm – Elementary Rel. Ed. Classes 
       6:00 pm - 6:50 pm – Youth Group 
       6:15 pm – Altar Server Review & Pizza Party 

       7:00 pm - 8:30 pm – Jr/Sr High  Rel. Ed. Classes 

Thursday, December 7: Saint Ambrose, Bishop and 
Doctor of the Church 
 8:05 am – Rosary 
 8:30 am – Mass - Velma Bunde† 
 *5:15 pm – Mass (Immaculate Conception Vigil)  
      - Bill & Dolores Zoelle† 

Friday, December 8: The Immaculate Conception of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary (HOLYDAY OF OBLIGATION) 
 8:05 am – Rosary 
 *8:30 am – Mass - Living & Deceased Members of the  
        Arnie & Eileen Wadekamper Family 
 9:15 am  – Parishioners’ Breakfast at the Perkins  
                              Restaurant (1123 Range St) - *All are invited 
 *5:15 pm – Mass - People of the Parish 

Saturday, December 9: Advent Weekday (St. Juan Diego 
Cuauhtlatoatzin) 

 4:30 pm – Sacrament of Reconciliation  
 4:30 pm – Rosary 
 5:00 pm – Mass - William van de Crommert† 
       CCW Advent Bake Sale after the Mass (Lower Hall) 
 6:00 pm – Holy Rosary Parish Christmas Party hosted  
                           by Knights of Columbus & CCW (Lower Hall) 

Sunday, December 10: Second Sunday of Advent 
 7:30 am – Rosary 
 8:00 am – Mass - People of the Parish 
       CCW Advent Bake Sale after the Mass (Lower Hall) 

 

Dec. 7th - Dec. 8th, 2017 

Lectors: 
 Thurs. 5:15 pm Cindy Gawrych 
 Fri. 8:30 am Nancy Holden 
 Fri. 5:15 pm JoAnn Borchert 

Eucharistic Ministers: 
 Thurs. 5:15 pm Brenda Voracek, Nicole Hull, 
  Tom & Mary Clare Wyrowski,  
  Pat & Wanda Hull 
 Fri. 8:30 am Eileen Wadekamper, Rick Gruber,  
  Cathy Neve, Margaret Ayers,  
  Terri Compton, Arlyce Anderson 
 Fri. 5:15 pm Julie Schoettler, Maxine Davis,  
  Gene Brandt, Ryan Howe,  
  Curt & Donna Stanke 

Altar Servers: 
 Thurs. 5:15 pm Jonathan Hull, Anna Voracek,  
  James Voracek (C/B/B) 
 Fri. 8:30 am Jim Theuninck 

 Fri. 5:15 pm Lauren Cahalan, Connor McGraw,  
  Joseph Cullen (C/B/B) 

Presentation of Gifts: 
 Thurs. 5:15 pm Tom & Marcy Koch 
 Fri. 8:30 am Arlyce Anderson & Margaret Ayers 
 Fri. 5:15 pm Mike & Diane O’Dea 

Ushers: 
 Thurs. 5:15 pm Tom Rheaume, Paul Stevens,  
                                Bob Meyer, Mark Weingartz (Head Usher) 
 Fri. 8:30 am Mary & Gary Zellmer, Steve Enderle,  
  Bill Fasnacht (Head Usher) 
 Fri. 5:15 pm Bill & Ben Cahalan,  
  Dean & Nicholas Cullen 

Music Ministry:          
 Thurs. 5:15 pm Tom Bachmann/Lori Christiansen 
 Fri. 8:30 am Julie Gruber/Jeanne Makela 
 Fri. 5:15 pm Kathy Jo Johns/Vicki Galli 

 IMMACULATE 
 CONCEPTION 

Sunday, December 10: Second Sunday of Advent CONT. 
 9:30 am – Rosary 
 10:00 am – Mass - Shawn Reynolds† 
          (Nursery, CLW, & Sunday School during 10:00 am Mass) 
       CCW Advent Bake Sale after the Mass (Lower Hall) 

 11:15 am – Parish Lunch - all are invited! (Lower Hall) 
 12:30 pm – Christmas Program (Gym) 

continued in next column 
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December 9th - 10th, 2017 

Lectors: 
 5:00 pm Liam Rooney 
 8:00 am Linda Olson  
 10:00 am Roxi Lang 

Eucharistic Ministers: 
 5:00 pm Mary Beth Nygaard, Bev Linnes,  
    Rick Gruber, Nicole Hull,  
    Pat & Wanda Hull 
 8:00 am Jane Younge, Mary Homan,  
    Sharon Lenz, Terri Compton,  
    Gerry & Linda Hiniker 
 10:00 am Curt & Donna Stanke, Julie Schoettler, 
    Darlene Schorn, Ryan Howe, Dennis Haga 

Altar Servers: 
 5:00 pm Jonathan Hull, Emma Niederegger,  
    Katie Rooney (C/B/B) 
 8:00 am James Younge, Carson Fischer,  
    Danielle Fischer (C/B/B) 

 10:00 am Matthew Helget, Abi Lang,  
    Nathan Lang (C/B/B) 

Presentation of Gifts:  
 5:00 pm Kent & Marilyn Durenberger 
 8:00 am John & Nancy Holden 
 10:00 am Lester & Leola Kopp 

Ushers: 
 5:00 pm Steve Enderle, Ken & Pat Thiele, 
    Jim Theuninck 
 8:00 am Paul Harguth, Frank & Tony Weber, 
    Doug Homan (Head Usher) 
 10:00 am Steve Kaiser, Blaine & Isaac Kolstad, 
    Doug Helget (Head Usher) 

Rosary Leaders:     
 5:00 pm Eileen Wadekamper 
 8:00 am Elmer Heirigs 
 10:00 am Donna Wolf 

Music Ministry:          
 5:00 pm Kathy Jo Johns/Vicki Galli 
 8:00 am Corinne Ort/Jeanne Makela 
 10:00 am Lori Christiansen/Jeanne Makela 

Money Counters - December 2017: Bob Manwarren, 
Bob Meyer, Terri Compton, Arlyce Anderson 

Bulletin Folders - December 2017: Ruth Fitterer, Rosal 
Molski, Mary Haley, Ken Thiele, Anne Doyle 

Christmas Flowers and Decorations  
Although the season of Advent 

has barely begun, we are already 
putting the finishing touches on 
ordering flowers and plants as well 
as decorations for Christmas 2017. 
Your generosity to this fund is 
greatly needed. 

Attached to this week’s bulletin is an envelope for 
Christmas flowers. As in the past, we invite you to give your 
offering in memory of a loved one (living or deceased), by 
writing down the name(s) on the front of the envelope (please 
print & indicate if living or deceased), along with your donation 
and place it in the Sunday collection. An insert will be placed in 
the parish bulletin along with those who donated and who 
they wish to remember in a special way. The deadline for 
submitting envelopes and names will be Monday, December 
18th, before the close of the work day at 5:00 pm. 

Your Christmas Plans… 
The great feast of Christmas is just around the corner. 

Perhaps you are again interested in the Christmas Mass 
schedule as you make plans with your family and friends. 
The schedule has remained the same as previous years. 
Please note that Christmas Eve/Day Masses do NOT fulfill 
the 4th Sunday of Advent Obligation. 

Sunday, Dec. 24th: 4:00 pm & 10:00 pm 
Monday, Dec. 25th: 8:00 am & 10:00 am 

Settling on an Office Administrator 

As we go to press two days before the December 1st 
deadline for the position of the Office Administrator for Holy 
Rosary, I wish to inform you that nearly 70 people applied for 
this position. Today, much of the applications are done online. I 
still have about 3-4 face-to-face interviews I will be doing with 
those who have applied. At this point I have three candidates 
who are under strong consideration and 3 more who are in the 
“maybe” file. I also have interviewed around ten candidates in 
my office at this time. (I am amazed at how many people are 
still looking for work at this time.) In consultation with the parish 
leadership, I am hoping to have reached the final decision by 
next week, so the training can begin. Elaine plans to close out 
the year with us, with her final day being, Friday, December 
29th. So, by the time that you read next week’s bulletin, I hope 
to have filled the position!  

SINCERE 

SYMPATHY 

To the family of Frank Reichel† 
                                            -May he rest in peace. 
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Learn about Loyola Catholic School...visit 
www.loyolacatholicschool.org  

Schedule family tours and shadow days at your 
convenience. Call 507-388-0600.  

Save the Date! 
 Loyola’s Barnes & Noble Bookfair  December 9   
 *Mention Loyola at the checkout; Use ID 

#12271367 online 
 Christmas Concerts and Programs:   
 December 14 Gr 5-12 band, 6pm LCS gym; High 

School Choir, 7:45 SSND Chapel   
 December 19 K-4, 9am LCS gym; PS/PK,10:30 

LCS gym; Gr 5-8,1:30 LCS Chapel  
Local Serra Club members honored recipients of the 

2017 Great Promise Award at Mass and dinner on 
November 28.  Recognized for “exemplary Christian 
leadership” are: Ella Blace, Logan Burgess, John 
Calsbeek, Emily Coudron, Angela Dickhudt, Owen 
Engesser, Aubrey Houg, Joseph Kremer, Alia Meehling, 
Lydia Meehling, Macallan Meehling, and James Younge.  

Thank you to all who volunteered to host a visiting 
student from Argentina.  We look forward to 
welcoming them to Loyola Jan 8-Feb. 9.   

Christmas shopping?  Ms Karst’s Economics class, 
partnering with Junior Achievement, has created their 
own business making/marketing ‘Sader Gaiters, custom
-made fleece neck warmers in a variety of colors, 
patterns and sizes.  Contact sadergaiters@gmail.com to 
learn more and to order.  

Join us for Mass on the feast of the Immaculate 
Conception, Friday, December 8 at 9:50.  All are 
welcome. 

Your parish support makes all we do, learn, and 
celebrate at Loyola possible, as we guide students to 
their full potential, walk with them in faith, and equip 
them to lead and serve.  

Stewardship Corner 
 

Diocesan United Fund (D.U.F.), Diocesan Priest Pension 
Fund/ Medical, Care Comp Ins, Priest Care Fund, & Audit:                                    
 Pd. to Date: $16,618.91 
 Goal: $79,721.00 
 

Annual Diocesan Ministries Appeal (D.M.A.):  
 Rec’d. to Date: $0.00 
 Goal:   $36,832.99 
  

Loyola Catholic School Assessment: 
 Pd. to Date: $84,000.00  
 Goal: $205,014.00 
 

Total Paid to Date 2017-18: $100,618.91 
Apostolate Stewardship 2017-18: $284,735.00 
 

This week we again contributed to the coffers for our 
area Catholic School the amount of $15,000.00. This 
brings us to a contributed total of $84,000.00 so far this 
year. Last year at this same time we had contributed 
exactly $50,000.00. So at this point from a year ago we 
are ahead by $34,000.00. It is also worth noting that we 
received this fiscal year a reduction of $16,000.00 in our 
subsidy amount based on the new formula that was 
enacted by the Loyola administration. When this amount 
is added, when compared to last year we are at 
$100,000.00 and our double in our contribution to last 
year by $50,000.00. Loyola School is in need of the 
stewardship at this time and so for that reason we  
are paying things forward. We are a bit behind to  
the Diocese of New Ulm, but we will catch up with  
them once we have completed our Catholic School 
commitment.  

Speaking of the Diocese of New Ulm, the Diocesan 
Ministries Appeal is this weekend. If you were not able to 
review the video after Mass last weekend, you are 
welcome to view the video on the home page of our 
website (www.holyrosarynorthmankato.com - the video 
can be found in the right side-bar). It only takes a few 
minutes to watch and you can even do it from the 
comfort of your own home. Thank you for your gifts! 

2017 ECHO FOOD SHELF COLLECTION 

RECEIVED: $13,117.71 

New Missals - Thank You  
Thank you to all of the people who helped change the 

missals after 8:30 am Mass last Monday. It doesn’t take long 
with good people & I am grateful for your willingness to help!                  

                                                                                - Cathy  

Winter Wonderland 

As we prepare for Christmas, 
our parish is conscious of the fact 
that many men, women, and 
children in our community are in 
need. We invite you to fill the 
“Winter Wonderland” tree (by the 
main entrance of the church) with 
hats, mittens, and socks of all sizes 
to help keep those who need them 
warm this winter. Thank you in advance for your generosity. 

 -Holy Rosary Social Concerns Committee 

http://www.loyolacatholicschool.org
mailto:sadergaiters@gmail.com
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Christmas Program - Save the Date!  
Our Christmas program soon be upon us!  Save the 

date for Sunday, December 10th.  Everyone is encouraged 
to attend the 10:00 am Mass followed by a meal in the 
church lower hall with the program to start at 12:30 pm in 
the school gymnasium.  Practice for the Christmas program 
will be on Saturday, December 9th at 10:00 am.  Practice 
will be just for the 5th & 6th graders.  

Wednesday Night Simple Meals for ALL Parishioners  
Please join us for our Wednesday night Simple 

Meals!  They are open to all parishioners!   It is great to see 
families come before Religious Ed classes start!  We serve 
from 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm. On the menu for December 
6:  Chicken Noodle Soup!  

Upcoming Dates  
 December 6: Class for ALL Grades (Grades 1 - 6 meet 

from 6:00 pm - 7:10 pm, Grades 7 - 11 meet from 7:00 
pm to 8:30 pm; Community Meal - 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm - 
School Cafeteria (Chicken Noodle Soup); Youth Group 
6:00 pm - 6:50 pm. 

 December 9:  Christmas Program Practice for 5th & 6th 
grade only; 10:00 am. 

 December 10: 10:00 am Mass; Free-will offering lunch 
served in the church lower hall; Christmas Program 
12:30 pm in the school gymnasium. 

 December 13: Class for Elementary Grades 1 - 6 (6:00 
pm - 7:10 pm; Community Meal (5:00 pm- 7:00) - School 
Cafeteria (Chef’s Choice); Youth Group 6:45 pm - 8:00 pm 

 December 20: No Class 

 December 27: No Class 

Great Promise Award Winners!  
Congratulations to John 

Calsbeek, son of Les and Theresa 
Calsbeek; Joseph Kremer, son of 
Charles and Leah Kremer; and 
James Younge, son of Nathan and 
Jane Younge,  who recently were 
awarded the Great Promise Award 
from the Mankato/North Mankato 
Serra Club!  These young people were chosen for their 
qualities of character, service and leadership in their church, 
school and community.  May this public recognition help you 
recognize, at an early age, that God is perhaps calling you into 
a leadership position in the Church!  Congratulations!  We are 
proud of you!  

Thank You Worship Committee 
A word of thanks goes out to the members of the Holy 

Rosary Worship Committee who came in strong numbers to 
assist in decorating for the Advent season this past Monday 
evening. In a good hour we had much of the work completed. It 
is wonderful that we again have a “new look” for the Advent 
season. A word of thanks also goes to Karen Etzell for the 
donation of the painted banner that was created by Lisa Bierer. 
When our Worship Committee gathers to work (and works so 
well together), they remind me of the children in the cartoon of 
the Charlie Brown Christmas Special when Linus (I believe) says: 
“It really isn’t such a bad little Christmas tree.” and the 
characters all surround the tree and make it into a lovely 
Christmas tree in a matter of seconds! Thank you crew! Our big 
work begins in less than 3 weeks for Christmas! Prepare the way 
of the Lord! 

Front Entrance Update 
The drawings and work still continues 

on the front entrance of our church. We 
are now starting our 4th draft of the work. 
Much of the work has been reviewed by 
the various parish committees. They have 
given their consent and approval. Now, 
the final touches are being put on and we 
“hope” to have the drawings available for review on or before 
Christmas, along with asking for your support during the 
Christmas season as well as into the New Year. As you pay your 
taxes, and need a tax “break”, perhaps you might consider a 
sacrificial donation towards this project. I am pastorally excited 
to show the work that has been done over the past weeks. I 
hope that you will agree with me that the “curb appeal” will be 
much improved as the changes look very natural to this mid-
century church. Of course, we are doing this less for looks and 
more for practicality and safety, as we bring the front entrance 
up to contemporary building codes with proper railings, lighting 
and steps, to prevent anyone from falling when they enter or 
leave the church. Watch for the upcoming pictures during this 
season of “preparation” that we call Advent! Come Lord Jesus, 
do not delay!  

Diocesan Ministries Appeal 
Thank you to all who have given to 

the Diocesan Ministries Appeal. If you 
have not had the opportunity to make 
your pledge or gift yet, envelopes are 
available in the pews.  You may return 
your pledge in the collection basket or simply drop it in the 
mail.  You may also make your pledge or gift online at https://
www.dnu.org/dma/. Either way, your gift will be counted 
toward your parish goal.  Be assured that your gift will only be 
used to support those ministries designated in the DMA 
brochure - ministries that are vital to our church - as well as our 
own parish commitment to Loyola Catholic School. 
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Christmas Wreaths 

Calvary Cemetery is now taking orders for Christmas 
Wreaths to be placed on your love ones grave.  The cost is 
$25.00, to order please call Terry Miller at 507-995-1010. 

Retirement Fund for Religious 

Help care for elders. “Thanks to support from the 
Retirement Fund for Religious, we are now in a much better 
position to care for our elders,” writes a religious sister. Your 
donation helps her religious community and hundreds of 
others provide for aging members and plan for long-term 
needs. Please give to next week’s Retirement Fund for 
Religious collection.  

Calling Ministry 
Would you be interested in being on a calling list to call 

other Holy Rosary parishioners? 
There are currently parishioners who have had a 

circumstance in their life that is difficult or unsettling.  Social 
Concerns Committee would be willing to link you with an 
individual that you might call on a regular basis to check on 
their status or just to engage in friendly visiting by phone.  
Please call Darlene Schorn 345-8667 if this might be a ministry 
that you would like to be involved in.   

Welcome to Holy Rosary! 
Are you new to the area or would like to join Holy Rosary 

parish? Just go to www.holyrosarynorthmankato.com/
membership-registration and download the registration 
forms to fill out. You can also simply send us your contact 
information via an easy-to-use form and we will mail you a 
hard copy of those forms. Come join our growing Holy Rosary 
parish family!  

Upcoming Special Collections 
These funds will be taken at the same time as the regular 

collection. Please be as generous as you are able. 
 Dec 2/3: Diocesan Ministries Appeal 
 Dec 9/10: Retirement Fund for Religious 

Advent Materials 
The Advent issue of “Five Minutes 

with the Word” is now available in 
the Church entrances for you to take 
home and use, as you prepare 
yourself for the coming of the Christ 
Child. 

Council of Catholic Women News 

Dec. 4th: CCW Christmas Party, Meeting,  
& Mass at 5:30 pm (Lower Hall) 

Dec. 9th: Parish Christmas Party (with KCs) 6 pm (Lower Hall) 

Dec. 9th & 10th: Advent Bake Sale (Lower Hall) 

 

K. of C. Council #5551 News  
Dec 9 - Parish Christmas Party 
Dec 14 - Planning Meeting  

Dec 28 - General Meeting 
Jan 4 - Blood Drive 

Christmas tree lot is open  

Prayers and support for all of our sick and injured 
of Holy Rosary Parish 

Our prayers go out to all of the sick and injured in our 
parish who are at home, in the hospital, nursing homes or 
assisted-living residences. May God bless them and keep 
them under His guidance and protection!   

For Those Who Are Ill & Special Needs 
Leonard Mettler, Joe Huiras, Charlie Shamp, Donna Schmit, 

Mike Schneider, Harriet Smishek, Daniel Crowley, Jo Lindberg 

For Our Families 
Monday Kathy Frederickson 
Tuesday Craig & Lori Christiansen 
Wednesday Scott Nelson 
Thursday Mary Helen Kennedy 
Friday Donald & Annabelle Giroux 
Saturday Jeffrey & Regina Scholten 
Sunday Michelle Schuch 

For Those in the Military 
Nick Blace Matt McGraw William Backes 
Jared Hiniker Christopher Schmidt  Ben Barsness 
Dana Schiller Daniel Fitterer  Anna Drummer 
Mark Hansen Timothy Eick   

Prayer Chain 

If you have a short term prayer request or prayer 
of thanksgiving for our prayer chain to pray for, 
please call Teresa Kolstad at 327-9810.   

Home Visitation: If you wish to have yourself or a loved 
one receive the sacraments, Holy Communion or a personal 
pastoral visit, please call our coordinator, Lorraine Klaseus at 
507-388-4932 

This Week’s Readings 
Mon: Is 2:1-5/Mt 8:5-11  
Tues: Is 11:1-10/Lk 10:21-24  
Wed: Is 25:6-10a/Mt 15:29-37  
Thurs:
Fri: Gn 3:9-15, 20/Eph 1:3-6, 11-12/Lk 1:26-38  
Sat: Is 30:19-21, 23-26/Mt 9:35—10:1, 5a, 6-8  
Sun: Is 40:1-5, 9-11/2 Pt 3:8-14/Mk 1:1-8 

 
This Week’s Sanctuary Light Intention: 

Thanksgiving to St. Jude, 
Jesus, Mary & Joseph 

Lord, Hear Our Prayers 



 

 
 

Holy Rosary Parish 

Council of Catholic Women  
  

Advent Bake Sale 
 

Cakes, Bars, Cookies, Breads,  

Pies, Candies and More! 
 

Holy Rosary Church Lower Hall 
 

Saturday, December 9 – after the 5:00 Mass 
Sunday, December 10 – after the 8:00 and 10:00 Masses 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Women of the parish are asked to bring baked items for the sale, if possible.  

Thank you! 



 
The Council of Catholic Women  

and the Knights of Columbus 

invite you to the 

5th Annual  
Parish Christmas Party! 

Saturday, December 9th 
After the 5:00 pm Mass 

 
Pasta and meatball supper, entertainment for the 

children, a visit from Santa, and good will towards all! 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  

A free GIFT to the parish from your Council of Catholic Women  
and the Knights of Columbus Council 5551 

 



Christmas  
Party 

Monday, December 4th  
beginning with Mass 

at 5:30 pm 

Come and Enjoy  
Christmas Fellowship! 

CCW 
ANNUAL 

All ladies of the parish 

are invited to the CCW 

Annual Christmas Party! 

Mass ● Gifts for CADA House 

Pot Luck Dinner ● Brief Meeting 

Fellowship & Merriment!    


