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Speaking of “highways in the wasteland”, I have been 
logging a fair number of miles between Mankato and my 
home town these past weeks since the passing of my Father. 
On those trips, I have been visiting my Mother and 
addressing her health issues. I take Highway 30, which can 
get me home in a strong hour-and-a-half, if the wind is with 
me! It is a straight and smooth road, with limited traffic, but 
also limited places to stop as you come through deserted 
little towns like Darfur, with populations of a hundred or so 
souls.  

There is a beauty in the desolation of the open prairie. I 
find the time alone in the car a time of prayer. Sometimes I 
just simply sit in silence. Sometimes I put on the Divine 
Office on my smart phone and listen to the psalms and 
scripture being prayed. Sometimes I savor the serene 
natural beauty that exists from the flat lands to the falling 
trees by the banks of the small creeks, to the stunning 
clouded skies that cautiously allows the sun to stare down at 
us mere mortal souls with its blinding rays of winter warmth. 

Both the First Reading from the Prophet Isaiah as well as 
the Gospel from St. Mark are in the environment of a serene 
wilderness or desert. Isaiah prophesizes in the First Reading 
that a sign of the coming of the Messiah will involve a man 
who will be living in a remote desert and who will be 
spiritually calling the people of Israel to repentance and 
holiness. In the Gospel from St. Mark, what Isaiah 
prophesizes has come to fruition through John the Baptizer. 
In the First Reading, the Prophet Isaiah speaks that the 
worthless wilderness will have its topography turned around 
by the Almighty. For Isaiah writes: “Every valley shall be 
filled in, every mountain and hill shall be made low; the 
rugged land shall be made a plain, the rough country a 
broad valley.” In the Gospel from St. Mark, John the Baptizer 
has fulfilled this prophecy in part by inhabiting the desert 

land as he dines on wild grasshoppers and wild honey, and 
wears camel’s hair clothing. 

The Good News rests in the backdrop of the desert both 
linguistically from the Prophet Isaiah to the actual land that 
the person, John the Baptist, is living in at that time. For, 
regardless if the desert is a physical place or a spiritual place, 
it is a place where the Holy One and holiness can dwell. For 
when our lives, and even our landscapes, are uncluttered, 
there can Christ come to us. 

Unfortunately the spirit of the culture, as we anticipate 
the great Christmas holiday, is not filled with desert 
emptiness, but instead with fullness; not barrenness, but 
instead abundance; not starkness, but instead lots of stuff. I 
have marveled this year at the Knights of Columbus tree lot, 
that was filled with beautiful Christmas trees at 
Thanksgiving, has now become almost “desert like” as nearly 
all of the trees have been sold. (Good for you Knights!) Of 
course, all of those trees have gone into people’s homes, 
filling them even more, rather than experiencing the 
barrenness of this season that beckons us to encounter 
Christ in starkness and silence. 

This year, Advent is extremely short! For the 4th Sunday 
of Advent is barely a weekend. Therefore, may we take a 
little time to find a little “desert space” before this austere 
and solemn season is spent. May we experience this Advent 
time as we have been called to experience it, by looking 
“outward” on to the barren spiritual landscapes of our souls 
(as opposed to looking “inwardly” spiritually as we are called 
to do during the Lenten season). May we take the time to 
experience a “little desert” through some silence, turn off 
our phone, turn off the television, turn off the computer, 
open the scriptures, open the door for a silent walk, attend 
Mass and, yes, maybe even coming to celebrate one of our 
Penance Services next Sunday afternoon. Maranatha! Come 
Lord Jesus! Do not delay!   

   
 

 
 

            Rev. Paul van de Crommert, Pastor 

“Comfort, give comfort to my people. Says our God…A 
voice cries out: in the desert prepare the way of the Lord! 
Make straight in the wasteland a highway for our God!”  

                  - First Reading from the Prophet Isaiah  

Penance Service 
Two Penance Services are being 

scheduled for the greater Mankato 
area. They will both be held next 
Sunday on December 17th. The first 
service will be held at St. Joseph’s 
Catholic Church at 1:00 pm. The 
second Penance Service will be held at Holy Rosary Church at 
4:00 pm. In addition to these two main Penance Services, I will 
also be scheduling individual times to celebrate confession 
during the Third Week of Advent, which is the last full week of 
Advent, before the start of the Christmas season. Please watch 
next week’s bulletins for full details! Happy Advent! 
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Our Gifts to God & Holy Rosary 

Adult Contributions $7,327.99  
Electronic Giving $3,009.50 
Youth Giving $71.94 
Loose Plate $325.02 

Weekly Offering Total $10,734.45 
Weekly offering goal is set at $10,200.00 

Dec. 2017 “Bridging the Gap”  $0.00 

 
 

Additional Weekly Income $1,991.86 

Grand Total *$12,726.31 
Total weekly stewardship goal is set at $13,000.00 

Thanks for your gifts of gratitude to God!!! 

Stewardship Of Gratitude 
Thank you for your gifts of stewardship as we begin to 

reach the half-way point of the Fiscal Year of 2017-2018. 
Although this weekend’s readings center around the 
“desert”, our stewardship has been anything but a “desert 
experience” as we have been able to stay above our 
budgeted needs through the weekly offering. What a 
blessing that we have not had to use even once the “Bridging 
the Gap” Campaign. Thank you for this so VERY MUCH! 

Last weekend we had an envelope attached to the 
bulletin asking for your support for our Flower and Christmas 
Decoration Fund in memory of those people living and 
deceased that we wish to honor in a special way. We have 
already received $887.00 so far this year. Thank you for your 
support. The deadline to submit your offering and your loved 
ones names is December 18th at 5:00 pm, if you wish to have 
the names published in our Christmas flyer. 

As we are just two weeks out from the great Feast of 
Christmas, I ask, as pastor, for your generous spirit of giving. 
This is the time of year that the Church and many charitable 
organizations rely upon to meet their budgeted needs. Last 
year, we experienced a shortfall due to the fact that 
Christmas fell on Sunday and New Year’s fell on Sunday, 
eliminating 6 major liturgies, as well as 6 opportunities to 
give! (*Please note that the 4th Sunday of Advent and the 
Feast of Christmas are both days of obligation.)  As always, 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR GIFTS! 

Stewardship of Gratitude 

*Special Collections Acknowledged 
The above Grand Total includes the following funds 

taken in for special collections: $35.00 for ECHO Food Shelf. 

Welcome to Our New Staff Member 
Nearly 80 individuals applied for the position of Office 

Administrator/Parish Secretary. From these candidates I had 
interviewed about a dozen or so of these candidates. I finished up 
the last of interviews this past Monday, selecting 4 women I felt 
had the needed qualifications for the job. Since “four” heads are 
better than one, I had Elaine visit with each of the candidates that 
I interviewed to find out their skills with the computer and the 
various programs. This past Monday, I had the parish trustees 
also visit with the four candidates that I had selected. Upon their 
review and input, I am pleased to report that we have offered the 
position to Miss Brooke Foreman. Brooke is a recent graduate of 
MSU and has been attending Mass weekly here at Holy Rosary 
for the past several months along with her fiancé, Carter Kottke. 
Just this week she and Carter registered here at Holy Rosary. The 
couple will be marrying on May 26, 2018, at the Newman Center 
on the MSU campus. Brooke converted to the Catholic faith while 
attending college, attending instructional classes while still 
holding a full course load and working a 30-hour-week to pay for 
her education. A native of Iowa, she is an athlete, having 
participated in track and field. She will be doing some in-service 
at the parish office in the remaining weeks of December. She will 
officially take over the Office Administrative position beginning 
on January 2, 2018! Welcome Brooke, we are excited to have you 
as our newest staff member!!!  

Christmas Flowers and Decorations  
At the start of the 

Advent season, we put 
the finishing touches 
on ordering flowers 
and plants as well as 
decorations for 
Christmas 2017. Your 
generosity to this fund 
is greatly needed. 

Attached to last week’s bulletin was an envelope for 
Christmas flowers. As in the past, we invite you to give your 
offering in memory of a loved one (living or deceased), by 
writing down the name(s) on the front of the envelope (please 
print & indicate if living or deceased), along with your donation 
and place it in the Sunday collection. An insert will be placed in 
the parish bulletin along with those who donated and who 
they wish to remember in a special way. The deadline for 
submitting envelopes and names will be Monday, December 
18th, before the close of the work day at 5:00 pm. 
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The Week Ahead 
Sunday, December 10: Second Sunday of Advent 
       CCW Advent Bake Sale after the Masses (Lower Hall) 

 11:15 am – Parish Lunch - all are invited! (Lower Hall) 
 12:30 pm – Christmas Program (Gym) 
Monday, December 11: Advent Weekday (Saint Damasus I, 
Pope) 
 8:05 am – Rosary 
 8:30 am – Mass - Fay Fallenstein† 
 6:30 pm – Education Committee Meeting (Conf. Rm. 1) 

Tuesday, December 12: Our Lady of Guadalupe  
 7:00 am – Mass at Ss. Peter & Paul 
 8:15 am – Mass at St. John the Baptist   
     12:05 pm – Mass at St. Joseph the Worker 

Wednesday, December 13: St. Lucy, Virgin and Martyr  
 9:15 am – Mass at Oak Terrace (Fr. Paul)  

         - Living & Deceased Members of the  
       Peter & Jelaine Schreiner Family 
       1:00 pm - 4:00 pm – Sewing Group (Lower Level PC) 

       5:00 pm - 5:45 pm – Children’s Choir Practice (School) 
       5:00 pm - 7:00 pm – Holy Rosary Community Meal  
                                       - Menu: Chef’s Choice (School Cafeteria) 

       6:00 pm - 7:30 pm – Holy Rosary Choir Practice (School) 
       6:00 pm - 7:10 pm – Elementary Rel. Ed. Classes 
       6:45 pm - 8:00 pm – Youth Group 

Thursday, December 14: St. John of the Cross, Priest  
and Doctor of the Church  
 8:05 am – Rosary 
 8:30 am – Mass - Rosela Jewison† 
 7:30 pm – K of C Planning Meeting (Lower Hall) 

Friday, December 15: Advent Weekday  
 8:05 am – Rosary 
 8:30 am – Mass - Cyrilla Beal† 
 9:15 am  – Parishioners’ Breakfast at the Perkins  
                              Restaurant (1123 Range St) - *All are invited 
 1:00 pm – River of Life (Conf. Rm. 1) 

      6:00 pm - 10:00 pm – Holy Rosary Choir Member  
                                              Christmas Party (at the Bachmann’s) 

Saturday, December 16: Advent Weekday  
 4:30 pm – Sacrament of Reconciliation  
 4:30 pm – Rosary 
 5:00 pm – Mass - Susan Zenk† 

Sunday, December 17: Third Sunday of Advent 
 7:30 am – Rosary 
 8:00 am – Mass - People of the Parish 
 9:30 am – Rosary 
 10:00 am – Mass - Roland & Bernadine Faltersack† 
          (Nursery, CLW, & Sunday School during 10:00 am Mass) 
 1:00 pm – Advent Penance Service  
   at St. Joseph the Worker (Fr. Paul) 

 4:00 pm – Advent Penance Service at Holy Rosary  
   (Fr. Paul + 3 to 5 more priests in attendance) 

 5:30 pm – Volunteer Appreciation Social & Dinner  
   (School Cafeteria)  

 

December 16th - 17th, 2017 

Lectors: 
 5:00 pm Tom Koch 
 8:00 am Dolores Portz  
 10:00 am Chris Cain 

Eucharistic Ministers: 
 5:00 pm Tom & Mary Clare Wyrowksi, 
    Karen Winters, Tom Koch,  
    Eileen Wadekamper, Brenda Voracek 
 8:00 am Margaret Ayers, Maxine Davis,  
    Craig Amundson, Cathy Neve,  
    Michelle Ellingworth, Gene Brandt 
 10:00 am Mike & Diane O’Dea, Ryan Howe,  
    JoAnn Borchert, Julie Schoettler,  
    Sherry Henrickson 

Altar Servers: 
 5:00 pm Elias Westermann, Anna Voracek,  
    James Voracek (C/B/B) 
 8:00 am Ben & Grace Ellingworth, Quinn Kelly (C/B/B) 

 10:00 am Hailey Barker, Jacob Reynolds,  
    Hannah Linnes (C/B/B) 

Presentation of Gifts:  
 5:00 pm Michael R. Fischer Family 
 8:00 am Richard Boruff Family 
 10:00 am Lindsay Kohrs Family 

Ushers: 
 5:00 pm Paul Stevens, Tom Rheaume,  
    Mark Weingartz, Bob Meyer (Head Usher) 
 8:00 am Bill Fasnacht, Arlyce Anderson,  
    Mary & Gary Zellmer (Head Usher) 
 10:00 am Jim Barker, John Jagerson, 
    Brent Friedrichs, Glenn Verschelde 

Rosary Leaders:     
 5:00 pm Jim Theuninck 
 8:00 am Sharon Lenz 
 10:00 am Jeanette Barsness 

Music Ministry:          
 5:00 pm Cindy Gawrych/Janelle Campeau 
 8:00 am Jenny Chelstrom/Jeanne Makela 
 10:00 am Tom Bachmann/Jeanne Makela 

Money Counters - December 2017: Bob Manwarren, 
Bob Meyer, Terri Compton, Arlyce Anderson 

Bulletin Folders - December 2017: Ruth Fitterer, Rosal 
Molski, Mary Haley, Ken Thiele, Anne Doyle 
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Welcome to Holy Rosary! 
We welcome Brooke Foreman and Carter Kottke as the 

newest members of Holy Rosary parish. The couple has been 
attending Mass here at Holy Rosary for some time. Carter is 
employed as a welder/fabricator here in Mankato. Brooke 
has been employed as a “quality inspector”, and will be 
taking on the position of Office Administrator at Holy Rosary 
beginning in January. The couple is planning a spring wedding 
in May at the Newman Center at MSU. Welcome to Holy 
Rosary parish! We are happy that you are with us!  

Are you new to the area or would like to join Holy Rosary 
parish? Just go to www.holyrosarynorthmankato.com/
membership-registration and download the registration 
forms to fill out. You can also simply send us your contact 
information via an easy-to-use form and we will mail you a 
hard copy of those forms. Come join our growing Holy Rosary 
parish family!  

Prayers and support for all of our sick and injured 
of Holy Rosary Parish 

Our prayers go out to all of the sick and injured in our 
parish who are at home, in the hospital, nursing homes or 
assisted-living residences. May God bless them and keep 
them under His guidance and protection!   

For Those Who Are Ill & Special Needs 
 Bertha van de Crommert, Leonard Mettler, Joe Huiras, 

Charlie Shamp, Donna Schmit, Mike Schneider, Harriet Smishek, 
Daniel Crowley, Jo Lindberg 

For Our Families 
Monday Michael & Lisa Fritz 
Tuesday James Pohlman 
Wednesday Cary & Linda Rentschler 
Thursday Michael & Gillian Roberts 
Friday Kathleen Duenes 
Saturday Christopher & Jill Schmidt 
Sunday Michael & Marjorie McGraw 

For Those in the Military 
Nick Blace Matt McGraw William Backes 
Jared Hiniker Christopher Schmidt  Ben Barsness 
Dana Schiller Daniel Fitterer  Anna Drummer 
Mark Hansen Timothy Eick   

Prayer Chain 

If you have a short term prayer request or prayer 
of thanksgiving for our prayer chain to pray for, 
please call Teresa Kolstad at 327-9810.   

Home Visitation: If you wish to have yourself or a loved 
one receive the sacraments, Holy Communion or a personal 
pastoral visit, please call our coordinator, Lorraine Klaseus at 
507-388-4932 

This Week’s Readings 
Mon: Is 35:1-10/Lk 5:17-26  
Tues: Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/Lk 1:26-38  
  or Lk 1:39-47 
Wed: Is 40:25-31/Mt 11:28-30  
Thurs:
Fri: Is 48:17-19.Mt 11:16-19  
Sat: Sir 48:1-4, 9-11/Mt 17:9a, 10-13  
Sun: Is 61:1-2a, 10-11/1 Thes 5:16-24/Jn 1:6-8, 19-28 

 This Week’s Sanctuary Light Intention: 
Ben & Hazel Eggersdorfer† 

Lord, Hear Our Prayers 

Appreciation Volunteer Christmas Party 

- NEXT SUNDAY! 
Next Sunday is already the Third Sunday of Advent,  Gaudete 

Sunday, “Rejoice Sunday”, and so it seems appropriate that we 
would “Rejoice” with those men and women of our parish who 
give so generously to our parish all year through their time and 
talent! Again this year, we will be hosting an Appreciation 
Christmas Party for all of these members who volunteer 
throughout the year either liturgically, through our various 
committees, through volunteer organizations, fundraising, 
administration, volunteering with your hands and any other way 
that you give freely to the parish. 

We will be hosting a social hour with wine, beer (and also 
non-alcoholic beverages) in the gymnasium of the school 
beginning at 5:30 pm with dinner being served at 6:30 pm in the 
school dining room. Dave Dorland will be catering the meal and 
we will be serving a full Turkey Dinner, with all of the trimmings, 
including pumpkin pie for desert! Doesn’t that sound DELICIOUS? 
Dave does a great job!  

You will be receiving a pre-Christmas letter, asking you who 
have volunteered over the past 12 months to call to R.S.V.P. BY 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 13TH AT 5:00 PM. The past years have 
been great fun and it is great to get together with so many active 
and faith-filled members of the parish. We hope again to see 
many of you there! Happy Holidays! 

Your Christmas Plans… 
The great feast of Christmas is just around the corner. 

Perhaps you are again interested in the Christmas Mass 
schedule as you make plans with your family and friends. The 
schedule has remained the same as previous years. Please note 
that Christmas Eve/Day Masses do NOT fulfill the 4th Sunday of 
Advent Obligation. 

Sunday, Dec. 24th: 4:00 pm & 10:00 pm 
Monday, Dec. 25th: 8:00 am & 10:00 am 
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Learn about Loyola Catholic School...visit 
www.loyolacatholicschool.org  

K-12 has current openings, PS/PK 2018-2019 
enrollment is coming soon! Schedule family tours and 
shadow days at your convenience. Call Angela Casteel at 
388-0615 or email acasteel@loyolacatholicschool.org 

Save the Date!  
Christmas Concerts and Programs:   
 December 14 Gr 5-12 band, 6pm LCS gym; High 

School Choir, 7:45 SSND Chapel   
 December 19 K-4, 9am LCS gym; PS/PK,10:30 LCS 

gym; Gr 5-8,1:30 LCS Chapel  
Thanks to all who supported Loyola at our annual 

Barnes & Noble bookfair on Saturday.   
Students are participating in weekly Advent prayer 

services throughout the season.  
Outreach projects include preparing Christmas Gift 

Baskets for area families and collecting baby items for 
Birthright.   

Father Olsem celebrated all school Mass with us on 
Friday, the Feast of the Immaculate Conception. 

Did you know?  Each morning our school-wide prayer 
includes a Scripture quote, a short story about the Saint or 
Servant of God honored that day, and invocations to Our 
Lady of Good Counsel, Saint Ignatius of Loyola, and Blessed 
Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger SSND. 

Christmas shopping?  Ms Karst’s Economics class, 
partnering with Junior Achievement, has created their own 
business making/marketing ‘Sader Gaiters’, custom-made 
fleece neck warmers in a variety of colors, patterns and 
sizes.  Contact sadergaiters@gmail.com to learn more and 
to order.  

Stewardship Corner 
 

Diocesan United Fund (D.U.F.), Diocesan Priest Pension 
Fund/ Medical, Care Comp Ins, Priest Care Fund, & Audit:                                    
 Pd. to Date: $16,618.91 
 Goal: $79,721.00 
 

Annual Diocesan Ministries Appeal (D.M.A.):  
 Rec’d. to Date: $0.00 
 Goal:   $36,832.99 
  

Loyola Catholic School Assessment: 
 Pd. to Date: $84,000.00  
 Goal: $205,014.00 
 

Total Paid to Date 2017-18: $100,618.91 
Apostolate Stewardship 2017-18: $284,735.00 
 

Last week we contributed to the coffers for our area 
Catholic School the amount of $15,000.00. This brings us 
to a contributed total of $84,000.00 so far this year. Last 
year at this same time we had contributed exactly 
$50,000.00. So at this point from a year ago we are 
ahead by $34,000.00. It is also worth noting that we 
received this fiscal year a reduction of $16,000.00 in our 
subsidy amount based on the new formula that was 
enacted by the Loyola administration. When this amount 
is added, when compared to last year we are at 
$100,000.00 and our double in our contribution to last 
year by $50,000.00. Loyola School is in need of the 
stewardship at this time and so for that reason we  
are paying things forward. We are a bit behind to  
the Diocese of New Ulm, but we will catch up with  
them once we have completed our Catholic School 
commitment.  

Speaking of the Diocese of New Ulm, the Diocesan 
Ministries Appeal is underway. If you were not able to 
review the video after Mass recently, you are welcome 
to view the video on the home page of our website 
(www.holyrosarynorthmankato.com - the video can be 
found in the right side-bar). It only takes a few minutes 
to watch and you can even do it from the comfort of 
your own home. Thank you for your gifts! 

2017 ECHO FOOD SHELF COLLECTION 

RECEIVED: $13,152.71 

Winter Wonderland 

As we prepare for Christmas, our parish is 
conscious of the fact that many men, women, and 
children in our community are in need. We invite 
you to fill the “Winter Wonderland” tree (by the 
main entrance of the church) with hats, mittens, 
and socks of all sizes to help keep those who need them warm 
this winter. Thank you in advance for your generosity. 

 -Holy Rosary Social Concerns Committee 

Council of Catholic Women News 

Dec. 9th: Parish Christmas Party (with KCs) 6 pm (Lower Hall) 

Dec. 9th & 10th: Advent Bake Sale (Lower Hall) 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
“Yet, O LORD, you are our father; we are the clay and you 

the potter; we are all the work of your hands.” As we begin the 
waiting of advent, let us strive to become the work of his hands 
by attending a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend. The 
next Weekends are Feb 16-18, 2018 in Windom, MN and Apr 13
-15, 2018 in HUTCHINSON, MN. For more information, call Miki 
Schultz at 507-227-8229 or visit them at southmnwwme.org. 

http://www.loyolacatholicschool.org
mailto:acasteel@loyolacatholicschool.org
mailto:sadergaiters@gmail.com
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Christmas Program THIS SUNDAY!  
Please join us for Mass at 10:00 

am, lunch in the church lower hall 
before heading over to the school 
gymnasium for the Christmas 
Program which begins at 12:30 
pm. Our students have been singing their little hearts out 
these past few weeks in practice for your musical 
enjoyment!  The program will prove to be a great way for 
you and your family to be reminded of the true meaning of 
Christmas!  See you there!    

Wednesday Night Simple Meals for ALL Parishioners  
Please join us for our Wednesday night Simple 

Meals!  They are open to all parishioners!   It is great to see 
families come before Religious Ed classes start!  We serve 
from 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm. On the menu for December 
13:  Cook’s Choice!  

Upcoming Dates  
 December 13: Class for Elementary Grades 1 - 6 (6:00 

pm - 7:10 pm; Community Meal (5:00 pm- 7:00) - School 
Cafeteria (Chef’s Choice); Youth Group 6:45 pm - 8:00 pm 

 December 20: No Class 

 December 27: No Class 

 January 3: Class for ALL Grades; 1 - 6 meet from 6:00 
pm to 7:10 pm; Grades 7 - 11 meet from 7:00 pm to 8:30 
pm.  Community Meal - 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm 

Diocesan Ministries Appeal 
Thank you to all who have given to 

the Diocesan Ministries Appeal. If you 
have not had the opportunity to make 
your pledge or gift yet, envelopes are 
available in the church entrances.  You 
may return your pledge in the collection basket or simply drop 
it in the mail.  You may also make your pledge or gift online at 
https://www.dnu.org/dma/. Either way, your gift will be 
counted toward your parish goal.  Be assured that your gift will 
only be used to support those ministries designated in the 
DMA brochure - ministries that are vital to our church - as well 
as our own parish commitment to Loyola Catholic School. 

Calling Ministry 
Would you be interested in being on a calling list to call 

other Holy Rosary parishioners? 
There are currently parishioners who have had a 

circumstance in their life that is difficult or unsettling.  Social 
Concerns Committee would be willing to link you with an 
individual that you might call on a regular basis to check on 
their status or just to engage in friendly visiting by phone.  
Please call Darlene Schorn 345-8667 if this might be a ministry 
that you would like to be involved in.   

Retirement Fund for Religious 
Help religious communities. “Your generous contribution 

helps us to care for our retired sisters and enables our younger 
sisters to continue in active ministry,” writes a religious sister. 
Your gift to today’s collection for the Retirement Fund for 
Religious helps provide medications, nursing care, and more for 
thousands of senior sisters, brothers, and religious order 
priests. It also helps ensure younger members can continue the 
good works of their elders!  

 

K. of C. Council #5551 News  
Dec 14 - Planning Meeting  
Dec 28 - General Meeting 

Jan 4 - Blood Drive 

Christmas tree lot is open  

Christmas Wreaths 

Calvary Cemetery is now taking orders for Christmas 
Wreaths to be placed on your love ones grave.  The cost is 
$25.00, to order please call Terry Miller at 507-995-1010. 

Thank You! 
I would like to personally thank all of the women who 

came to the CCW Christmas Party on December 4th and were 
so very generous with their gifts for CADA House. What an 
outpouring of love was shown for the women and children 
who are affected by domestic abuse in our community. We 
received a set of pots and pans, a laundry basket full of 
personal items, pajamas, slippers, socks, bath towels, several 
backpacks, school supplies, card games, several gift cards for 
the teens, books for children, hats, mittens and many other 
great gifts. If anyone was not able to come and would like to 
help those at CADA House, you may leave unwrapped items in 
the parish office before December 20th and I will make 
another delivery before Christmas to CADA House with those 
gifts. Thank you again for your generosity! 

- Arlyce Anderson 

Thank You Choir  
Our thanks to our Holy Rosary Choir who added so much 

to the 10:00 am Mass this past Sunday. You sounded great. Our 
thanks to Cindy Gawrych for directing. The “purple” clothing 
was most noticeable and a wonderful liturgical touch! Thank 
you choir! See …and HEAR you at Christmas!!!  

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 
“Avarice is an inordinate love of riches and good 

things of this life. Jesus Christ, to cure us of it, was born 
in extreme poverty, deprived of all comforts. He chose a 
Mother who was poor. He willed to pass as the son of a 
humble workman.”  - St. John Vianney 



Council of Catholic Women Business Meeting 
November 6, 2017 

 
The following CCW members met on Monday, November 6, 2017 at 6:30 pm:  Arlyce Anderson, Terri 
Compton, Mary Grams, Julie Gruber, Rachel Helget, Lorraine Klaseus, Ruth Kozitza, Cathy Neve, Dolores 
Portz, Marilyn Streit, and Mary Zellmer.  The CCW meeting started with a Prayer to Our Lady of Good 
Counsel, led by Dolores Portz.  During the meeting we were joined by Fr. Paul. 
 

The minutes of the October 2, 2017 business meeting were reviewed and approved as presented.   
 

Julie Gruber presented the treasurer’s report, which showed total deposits during the past month of 
$3,388.03 and expenses paid out totaling $1,576.33.  The checking account balance on November 6, 2017 is 
$7,170.45.  Combined with our savings and CD, our total assets are $14,459.09.   
 

Mary Zellmer reviewed the correspondence since the last business meeting, which included the following: 

 A thank you note from the family of Laverne Reichel for serving at her funeral luncheon. 

 A thank you note from Options for Women for CCW’s donation of $400 to sponsor a table at 
their annual Gala. 

 A thank you note from Mary Helen Kennedy for her ticket to the Options for Women Gala. 

 A thank you note from Rose Wilson for the salads delivered to her after the Fall Luncheon. 
 

Committee Reports: 
  

Spirituality:  Dolores Portz commented that another successful 40 Days for Life has come to an end 
and reminded us that Advent is just around the corner. 

Reverence for Life:  Darlene Schorn, knowing she would not be able to attend the meeting, had 
sent an email indicating that her next project would be the Diaper Drive in January.  She suggested that the 
items collected be divided equally between Birthright and Options for Women. 

Scholarship:  No packets have been distributed yet to the parish CCW level.  Arlyce will check into 
this.  There was discussion on how the scholarship money could be used by our CCW members who are 
involved with various ministries. 
 

Old Business:   
 

Region 1 Fall Gathering:  There were eight ladies from Holy Rosary who attended this event in 
Searles on September 21.  The guest speaker was Deb Hadley, and she did an excellent job sharing her faith 
journey as she responded to the adversaries she had to face in her life.    

 

Fall Luncheon/ Bake Sale:  While the numbers were down this year, both in number of meals served 
and money generated, we feel we had another successful event.  We discussed some of the changes that 
could be put in place for next year, including contacting the workers who signed up in the August letter, 
asking for more help if needed, going back to having tickets for dinner, add Fair Trade items to yellow 
purchase slip, and asking specifically for produce items.  We acknowledged there is a lot going on in the fall, 
with the Mass in the Park, CCW Fall Luncheon, the parish November fest and then our Advent Bake Sale so 
close after that.   After discussion, we decided to leave the Fall Luncheon date during MEA weekend for 
another year at least. 

 

Enrichment Day in Olivia:  There were six ladies from our parish who attended the New Ulm 
Diocese CCW Ladies’ Day of Enrichment in Olivia on November 4th.  Again, those who attended thought it 
was very worthwhile and well planned.  The speakers were powerful as they shared their stories of their 
faith journeys.  Mary Zellmer suggested that maybe Holy Rosary CCW sponsor some type of enrichment 
during Lent, perhaps getting a couple of the speakers we heard recently (at the Fall Gathering and the 



Enrichment day) to be the guest speakers.  Perhaps this could be something we open up to the ladies in the 
other parishes in town.     
 

Pastor’s Comments:  Father Paul updated us on some plans for the parish in the coming year, including a 
new parish directory and a possible professional survey that the diocese is considering.   

Father thanked Arlyce for accepting the leadership position for CCW.  This position recently became 
available when Lisa Phillips found it necessary to resign as President. He also addressed the role of CCW in 
the parish, and asked us to think about what our objective is.  He suggested that while the nuts and bolts 
are important, it is also necessary to think more about evangelization.  He also suggested that the next CCW 
president should come from the group sitting around the table, that being someone familiar with the role 
of CCW. 
 

New Business:  
  

 Fall Festival:  Rachel Helget told us that there were 500 dilly bars available for the dinner.  They are 
expecting 750 meals to be served so asked us if CCW could donate 250-300 bars to be used for the rest of 
the desserts.  All those present at the meeting offered to bring a pan of bars.   

o If we have more bars than what will be needed for dessert, the remainder will be taken 
to the Bake Sale room and sold. 

o Any canned goods that are not sold at the Fall Festival will be set out at the Advent 
Bake Sale for sale. 

o This year labels will be put on the top of the lids – not on the jars to ease in clean up. 
o Home made goods and crafts are needed. 
o Baked goods can be brought to the parish office - Dolores will price the bake sale items 

on Saturday.  
  

Thanksgiving Ecumenical Service:  Belgrade Methodist will host this event on Wednesday, 
November 22.  Father Paul will deliver the homily.  Holy Rosary is asked to bring five pans of bars.  Arlyce 
will line up the donors.   
  

 Parish Christmas Party:  There has been some contact between the KCs and CCW leadership 
regarding the parish Christmas Party, but meetings need to start to work out the details for the evening.  
The Christmas party will be Saturday, December 9 and will be the same weekend as the CCW Advent Bake 
Sale.  It is also the same weekend as the Faith Formation Christmas Program.  
 

 Marilyn Streit showed us samples of dresses that are being sewn for girls in Africa.  She had gone to 
New Ulm and met with the lady who is coordinating this locally.  Kits are available that include the precut 
fabric and trim for anyone who may want to participate in this project.  Marilyn also has a pattern available 
for anyone who wants to use up their own fabric. 
 

Upcoming Events: 

 Fall Festival – November 12 

 Thanksgiving Ecumenical Service – November 22 

 CCW Christmas Party/Meeting – December 4 – bring gift item for a CADA House resident 

 Parish Christmas Party – December 9 

 Advent Bake Sale – December 9 and 10 

 Region 1 Board Meeting – January 20 
 

There being no further business, the business meeting was adjourned at 8:30 pm with Dolores Portz leading 
us in a closing prayer.   
 

Respectfully submitted,  
Mary Zellmer, CCW Secretary 


