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King David is concerned in 
today’s first reading that his 
earthly dwelling, as a mere 
human soul, far exceeds that of 
the tent that two stone tablets or 
the Ten Commandments were 
housed and which the people of 
Israel believed the Almighty 
dwelled. Eventually the Ark of the 
Covenant would rest in the Holy 
of Holies of the great Temple that 
was built in Jerusalem. It would be built by King Solomon, 
who was the son of King David, and who most likely rocked 
the cradle of his son and that future king of Israel. 

We stand liturgically, “rocking” between the end of the 
Advent season and the start of the Feast of Christmas. Last 
year, 2016, was a unique year, as both Christmas and New 
Year’s fell on Sunday. This year, in 2017, we see a unique 
liturgical phenomenon again as the 4th Week of Advent 
begins at sundown on Saturday night, and ends on Sunday 
evening at sundown as well; a “week” that is just 24 hours 
long! 

So pastorally, I do not know if I should wish you Happy 
Advent or Merry Christmas? Liturgically, we should say on 
this weekend “Happy 4th Sunday of Advent”. Yet, when you 
look at the clock, we feel we should be saying “Merry 
Christmas”. 

During these weeks of Advent we have been focusing 
“outwardly” on not just the coming of the Christmas holiday, 
but even more so on the “Second” coming of Christ. The 
Church calls the Second Coming, the “Parousia”.  We are 
already experiencing the Parousia as Christ comes to us in 
Holy Communion as we still wait for the final coming. Some 
define the Parousia as the “Already, but not yet”. 

So, this weekend could maybe be best described as 
“Already, but not yet”. The empty crib of Bethlehem seems 
the perfect symbol to describe this 4th Sunday of Advent, as 
we hear again the gospel of the Annunciation that we heard 
also at the Holy Day of Obligation, on the Feast of the 
Immaculate Conception. 

Allow me to share with you then, a beautiful poem that 
was written by the mother of one of our own parishioner’s 
(Cathy Ahren) more than a half-a-century-ago, back in 1963. 
Cathy’s mother’s name was Betty Jo Christenson. This 
beautiful poem she wrote was simply entitled: “The Cradle”. 

The Cradle 
In an attic I stood for many a year… 

With memories of those I had once held dear. 
And, where I had rocked someone small and sweet… 

There were broken bars and splintered feet. 
The rain came in and years made me old. 

I blistered with heat and cracked with cold. 
 

Then, one day I heard the attic door… 
It groaned and squeaked and fell to the floor. 

Someone gathered me up and took me down… 
I traveled in a truck to another town. 

A shop lady bought me and liked me I could tell… 
She said, someone would love me and I would sell. 

 

The strong skillful hands of a kind quiet man… 
Repaired me, I knew I was part of a plan. 

In the workshop unfinished, I was almost sold… 
I had to be ready they were always told. 

For weeks she saved me all shiny and bright… 
But, those who had seen me were nowhere in sight. 

 

The lady was happy, her plan was completed… 
How exciting it was to again be needed. 

She exclaimed “In the window on Christmas, you’ll be… 
Just as I planned when you first came to me.” 

On Christmas Eve I was used as the place… 
Where the dear Christ child cradled his face. 

 

Only minutes I’d been in the light all aglow… 
When I heard a voice I wanted to know. 
It was soft and kind and had the sound… 

I’d heard where love and children abound. 
It was for her I was meant to be… 

She had searched so long for a cradle like me. 
 

Now, in a nursery room I beam… 
Filling a part of this mother’s dream. 

I am waiting arrayed with down and tulle… 
Once more, my life will be truly full. 

Again to the strain of a sweet lullaby… 
I will cradle and cease a baby’s cry. 

 

Surely, this is as it should always be… 
A place for something as old as me. 
Not in an attic neglected, forlorn… 

But fulfilling the promise for which I was born. 
 

Betty Jo Christenson 
1963, Ivy Jo’s Antiuqes, Albert Lea, MN 

 
 
 
 
 

            Rev. Paul van de Crommert, Pastor 

“Here I am living in a house of cedar, while the ark of 
God dwells in a tent.”  

                           - Book of Samuel - First Reading  
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Our Gifts to God & Holy Rosary 

Adult Contributions $7,134.00  
Electronic Giving $2,887.70 
Youth Giving $41.50 
Loose Plate $222.70 

Weekly Offering Total $10,285.90 
Weekly offering goal is set at $10,200.00 

Dec. 2017 “Bridging the Gap”  $0.00 

 
 

Additional Weekly Income $1,009.00 

Grand Total *$11,294.90 
Total weekly stewardship goal is set at $13,000.00 

Thanks for your gifts of gratitude to God!!! 

Stewardship Of Gratitude 
Christmas celebrates Christ giving 

Himself totally in human form to us in our 
weak and sinful human condition. The 
Church does not ask us to give 100% like 
Christ, but to ideally to give just 10% of our 
gifts back to God who has given 100% to us 
out of love. For many believers, this even 
seems rather steep! The average giver in the Catholic Church 
today gives 2% or less on average in sacrificial giving to the 
church. Many Catholic Churches only experience from 25% to 
33% of registered members who give regularly to the church. 
About 13% of the total Holy Rosary membership have joined 
our church over the past 3 and a half years. That is Good 
News. What is even Better News is that 50% of these new 
members are regular contributors. Please be generous this 
time of year to allow us to meet our budgeted needs. As 
always, thank you for your gifts!  

Stewardship of Gratitude 

*Special Collections Acknowledged 
The above Grand Total includes the following funds 

taken in for special collections: $280.00 for Religious 
Retirement Fund. 

Welcome to Holy Rosary! 
Are you new to the area or would like to 

join Holy Rosary parish? Just go to 
www.holyrosarynorthmankato.com/
membership-registration and download the 
registration forms to fill out. You can also 
simply send us your contact information via an easy-to-use 
form and we will mail you a hard copy of those forms. Come 
join our growing Holy Rosary parish family!  

Blessings at Christmas 
As we are about to enter into 

one of  the most solemn of 
celebrations of the Incarnation of the 
Almighty through the celebration of 
the anniversary of the birth of the 
Savior of the world in Bethlehem; on 
behalf of the parish staff of Holy 
Rosary, and myself as pastor, I want 
to wish each and everyone of you the most blessed of 
Christmases as you gather with your family and your friends. 
May the New Year ahead, of 2018, be one that is both Holy 
and Happy and Healthy. Blessing and best wishes to you all!  

Liturgical Calendars 

As we celebrate the Christmas 
season and extend gifts to family 
and loved ones; here at Holy 
Rosary, we also offer again, on 
behalf of our benefactors, a 
liturgical calendar to keep track of 
the liturgical seasons, feasts and Holy Days of Obligation 
throughout the course of the year. Calendars will be 
available at all of the entrances at all of the Christmas Eve 
and Christmas Day Masses, as long as the supplies last. 
Merry Christmas!  

Thank You – “Penance” and “Party” 

Thank you to all of you who took 
the time this past Sunday afternoon 
to come and celebrate the 
Sacrament of Penance. This is an 
important part of our spiritual 
development. It was so nice to see such a good attendance 
at Holy Rosary and a strong attendance at St. Joseph the 
Worker. God will reward you for your spiritual sacrifices. 
Thank you too to all of you who took the time to come and 
celebrate a little pre-Christmas, with our appreciation 
supper last Sunday evening. As the saying goes; “A good 
time was had by all”. Thank you for coming!  
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The Week Ahead 

Sunday, December 24: Fourth Sunday of Advent  
                                           (Christmas Eve) 
 3:35 pm – Carols 
 4:00 pm – Vigil Mass of Christmas - Evelyn Hartung† 
 9:30 pm – Carols with the Holy Rosary Choir 
 10:00 pm – Solemn Night Mass of Christmas   
                              - People of the Parish 

Monday, December 25: THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD 
(Christmas) - Holyday of Obligation 
     Parish Office Closed - Merry Christmas! 
 7:40 am – Carols 
 8:00 am – Christmas Day Mass - Norbert & Ruth Gag† 
 9:40 am – Carols 
 10:00 am – Christmas Day Mass - Albin Hartung† 

Tuesday, December 26: Saint Stephen, The First Martyr  
     Parish Office Closed 
 7:00 am – Mass at Ss. Peter & Paul 
 8:15 am – Mass at St. John the Baptist   
     12:05 pm – Mass at St. Joseph the Worker 
      3:00 pm - 8:00 pm – Visitation at Northview - Joseph Huiras† 

Wednesday, December 27: St. John, Apostle & Evangelist  
 10:00 am – Visitation at Holy Rosary - Joseph Huiras† 
 11:00 am – Funeral Mass - Joseph Huiras† 
       1:00 pm - 4:00 pm – Sewing Group (Lower Level PC) 
       No Community Meal or Rel. Ed. Classes 

Thursday, December 28: The Holy Innocents, Martyrs  
 8:05 am – Rosary 
 8:30 am – Mass - John David Veroeven† 
 7:30 pm – K of C General Meeting (Lower Hall)  

Friday, December 29: Fifth Day within the Octave of the 
Nativity of the Lord (Saint Thomas Becket, Bishop and Martyr) 
 8:05 am – Rosary 
 8:30 am – Mass - Doris Larallee† 
 9:15 am  – Parishioners’ Breakfast at the Perkins  
                            Restaurant (1123 Range St) - *All are invited 

Saturday, December 30: Sixth Day within the Octave of 
the Nativity of the Lord 

  4:30 pm – Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 4:30 pm – Rosary 
 5:00 pm – Mass - William van de Crommert† 

Sunday, December 31: The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary 
and Joseph (New Year’s Eve) 
 7:30 am – Rosary 
 8:00 am – Mass - People of the Parish 
 9:30 am – Rosary 
 10:00 am – Mass - Sebastian, Gloria, & Joseph Lena†, 
                 Emmanuel & Hilda Anthonisamy†, and Imparajah† 
          (Nursery, CLW, & Sunday School during 10:00 am Mass) 

Monday, January 1: Solemnity Of Mary, The Holy 
Mother Of God (New Year’s Day) 
     Parish Office Closed - Happy New Year! 
 9:30 am – Mass - Mildred Weingartz† 

 

 

December 30th - 31st, 2017 

Lectors: 
 5:00 pm Mary Clare Wyrowski 
 8:00 am Dolores Portz  
 10:00 am Ashley Paul 

Eucharistic Ministers: 
 5:00 pm Brenda Voracek, Karen Winters,  
    Julie Schoettler, Tom Wyrowski,  
    Bev Linnes, Rick Gruber 
 8:00 am Gene Brandt, Gerry & Linda Hiniker, 
    Margaret Ayers, Cathy Neve, Jane Younge 
 10:00 am Ryan Howe, Curt & Donna Stanke 
    Mike & Diane O’Dea,  Sherry Henrickson 

Altar Servers: 
 5:00 pm Connor McGraw, Emma Niederegger,  
    James Voracek (C/B/B) 
 8:00 am James Younge, Braeden Otto, 
    Emma Otto (C/B/B) 

 10:00 am Andrew Kohrs, Hailey Barker,  
    Brendan Isenberg (C/B/B) 

Presentation of Gifts:  
 5:00 pm Dan Wingert Family 
 8:00 am Jon Ellingworth Family 
 10:00 am Herman & Helen Dharmarajah 

Ushers: 
 5:00 pm Steve Enderle, Tom Rheaume, 
    Mark Weingartz, Bob Meyer (Head Usher) 
 8:00 am Sharon Lenz, Paul Harguth,  
    Craig Amundson, Bill Fasnacht (Head Usher) 
 10:00 am Brent Friedrichs, Glenn Verschelde, 
    John Jagerson, Jim Barker 

Rosary Leaders:     
 5:00 pm Paul Stevens 
 8:00 am Margaret Ayers 
 10:00 am Curt & Donna Stanke 

Music Ministry:          
 5:00 pm Faith Kodet/Jeanne Makela 
 8:00 am Julie Gruber/Jeanne Makela 
 10:00 am Kathy Jo Johns/Tom Backmann 
     /Vicki Galli 

Money Counters - December 2017: Bob Manwarren, 
Bob Meyer, Terri Compton, Arlyce Anderson 

Bulletin Folders - December 2017: Ruth Fitterer, Rosal 
Molski, Mary Haley, Ken Thiele, Anne Doyle 
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 This Week’s Sanctuary Light Intention: 
Ricky Gish & Michael Gish 

Prayers and support for all of our sick and injured 
of Holy Rosary Parish 

Our prayers go out to all of the sick and injured in our 
parish who are at home, in the hospital, nursing homes or 
assisted-living residences. May God bless them and keep 
them under His guidance and protection!   

For Those Who Are Ill & Special Needs 
Dean & Julie Mettler, Bertha van de Crommert, Leonard 

Mettler, Charlie Shamp, Donna Schmit, Mike Schneider, Harriet 
Smishek, Daniel Crowley, Jo Lindberg 

For Our Families 
Monday Daron & Ann Fromm 
Tuesday Matthew & Denise Dunn 
Wednesday David & Patricia Neubert 
Thursday Lonnie & Irene Dylla 
Friday Erich & Heather Penkert 
Saturday Timothy & Jennifer Marshall 
Sunday Dorothy LeDuc 

For Those in the Military 
Nick Blace Matt McGraw William Backes 
Jared Hiniker Christopher Schmidt  Ben Barsness 
Dana Schiller Daniel Fitterer  Anna Drummer 
Mark Hansen Timothy Eick   

Prayer Chain 

If you have a short term prayer request or prayer 
of thanksgiving for our prayer chain to pray for, 
please call Teresa Kolstad at 327-9810.   

Home Visitation: If you wish to have yourself or a loved 
one receive the sacraments, Holy Communion or a personal 
pastoral visit, please call our coordinator, Lorraine Klaseus at 
507-388-4932 

This Week’s Readings 
Mon: Vigil: Is 62:1-5/Acts 13:16-17, 22-25/Mt 1:1-25 or 1:18-
25, Night: Is 9:1-6/Ti 2:11-14/Lk 2:1-14, Dawn: Is 62:11-12/Ti 3:4-
7/Lk 2:15-20, Day: Is 52:7-10/Heb 1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14  
Tues: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/Mt 10:17-22  
Wed: 1 Jn 1:1-4/Jn 20:1a, 2-8  
Thurs:
Fri: 1 Jn 2:3-11/Lk 2:22-35  
Sat: 1 Jn 2:12-17/Lk 2:36-40  
Sun: Gn 15:1-6; 21:1-3/Heb 11:8, 11-12, 17-19/Lk 2:22-40 

or 2:22, 39-40 

Lord, Hear Our Prayers Pastoral Thank You 

As we gather in faith to 
celebrate the coming of 
Christ on earth in human 
form, as pastor, I wish to 
thank each and every one 
who has been so generous, 
even before the great feast 
of Christmas to share their 
time and their talent. I certainly want to thank the staff  
who take on many extra responsibilities from the  
Christmas program, to setting up for the Christmas party,  
to assembling many cards and mail we send out this time  
of year. 

I also wish to thank, in a special way, our fantastic 
Worship Committee who give so many hours at such a busy 
time of year by lifting, carrying, adjusting and climbing as 
we set up the Christmas decorations to make things festive 
for the Christmas Masses as well as the Christmas season.  
Not only do they all work hard and work well together, but 
they do it all in a light-hearted and joyful way! Thank you 
Worship Committee. 

What would Christmas be without music and 
musicians? Many thanks to both the adult and the 
children’s choir who practiced hard for this sacred day as 
well as provided the music of Christmas for the 
worshippers. Equally, a special thanks to our musicians, 
cantors and those who provide instrumentation in any 
form. You make Christmas! Thank you! 

I also wish to thank the liturgical ministers who assist in 
the various capacities from being ushers and greeters to 
extra-ordinary ministers of the Holy Eucharist to those who 
lector, present the offertory gifts, deposit and count money 
as well as those that fold and collate the bulletin that you 
are holding in your hands right now. 

I would be remiss if I did not thank, in a special way, my 
altar servers who have been so faithful in serving three-
souls-strong and who came for a practice before the four 
Masses of Christmas for a rehearsal. For those who served 
for Christmas, we presented a gift to them at the rehearsals.  

Most of all, thank you to you, the faithful, who always 
come in such strong numbers for these important liturgies 
of the Church. Even if everything was perfectly decorated, 
sung and served, but no one was in church, it would still not 
be a joyful celebration. May this Christmas be remembered 
for all of the sacrifices of so many, and most especially the 
sacrifice of Jesus, who came to this earth to take away our 
sins and save our souls for Himself for all eternity! Thank 
you, everyone, so much and, oh yes, Merry Christmas!!! 

                                                      - Fr. Paul van de Crommert 
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K-12 has current openings, PS/PK 2018-2019 
enrollment is coming soon! Schedule family tours and 
shadow days at your convenience. Contact Angela 
Casteel: 388-0615, acasteel@loyolacatholicschool.org 

Save the Date   
 December 23, Loyola hosts at Kiwanis Holiday 

Lights  
 January 3, classes resume after Christmas break 
 January 26, MSU Honor Band Concert, featuring 

high school musicians from 35 schools including six 
musicians from Loyola, 4:30, MSU CSU ballroom 

 January 30, Catholic Schools Week Mass with 
Bishop Quinn, 10:30, St. Joseph the Worker 
parish.  All are welcome! 
We celebrated our annual Christmas Basket Mass on 

December 20; grades 5-12 brought gifts for area families 
to the Altar to be blessed, grades K-4 brought baby gifts 
to be distributed by Birthright to the Altar. We prayed 
for all those who will receive these gifts. 

On January 8, Loyola will welcome seven students 
from Buenos Aires, Argentina  for a five-week stay. The 
students’ schedule includes classes, tours, co-curricular 
activities, service opportunities and fun! If your place of 
business would welcome these students for a visit or 
tour please contact Angela Casteel at 507.388.0615 or 
email acasteel@loyolacatholicschool.org 

Did you know?  Even our youngest students give 
service!  Loyola Preschoolers rang bells at HyVee for the 
Salvation Army on December 13. 

Our promise of prayer and sympathy to Stacey, 
Maddie and AJ, the family of Joe Huiras, and to all who 
cherish him. 

Stewardship Corner 
 

Diocesan United Fund (D.U.F.), Diocesan Priest Pension 
Fund/ Medical, Care Comp Ins, Priest Care Fund, & Audit:                                    
 Pd. to Date: $17,530.36 
 Goal: $79,721.00 
 

Annual Diocesan Ministries Appeal (D.M.A.):  
 Rec’d. to Date: $15,655.00
 Goal:   $36,832.99 
  

Loyola Catholic School Assessment: 
 Pd. to Date: $84,000.00  
 Goal: $205,014.00 
 

Total Paid to Date 2017-18: $117,185.36 
Apostolate Stewardship 2017-18: $317,920.36 
 

One area that took another step forward in 
stewardship last week was our Annual Diocesan 
Ministries Appeal. For the Diocese of New Ulm reported 
that we have already taken in through pledges and gifts 
from our parish of Holy Rosary a total of $15,655.00. This 
is nearing the half-way mark of our established Diocesan 
goal. We have only $21,177.99 of the way to go! Can we 
do it this year?  Remember, 20% of what you give will 
return to our parish of Holy Rosary for our needs. At this 
point, Holy Rosary will already be receiving back 
$3,131.00, which will be applied to our stewardship goal 
for Loyola. As we approach the half-way mark in the 
coming days of our fiscal year, we can be proud of how 
well we are again doing this year! Thank you so much for 
your gifts!  

2017 ECHO FOOD SHELF COLLECTION 

RECEIVED: $13,152.71 

Catholic School - 

Christmas Second Collection! 
I know! I know! No good Catholic likes a second collection! 

But you have to give us a little credit. This Christmas Second 
Collection for the Catholic School of Loyola is our “FIRST” 
“Second Collection” in our parish, in this fiscal year. For the 
past SIX MONTHS, we have not had one single, physical second 
collection at any of the Masses as additional offerings were 
asked to be given with the main collection. Presently, we still 
need to pay in financial support to Loyola in this Fiscal Year of 
2017-2018 more than $120,000.00! In the past few years this 
“second collection” has brought in around $2,000.00. Please 
make use of the envelope that is enclosed with this week’s 
bulletin. Everything that we collect will go straight to our 
Catholic School and reduce our needed goal. Please be as 
generous as your heart will allow! 

“Stepping up in Faith” 

(Stepping up in Stewardship) 
Last weekend, we published the before and after pictures 

of what our main west entrance would look like. This week, is 
the second draft with a view of the new church sign. We have 
begun to raise money for this very practical project. This week 
we took in $515.00. Our total at this time is $5,875.00. This is 
really miraculous as we only announced the campaign last 
weekend. It is wonderful to know that there is an excitement 
about updating our entrance that is looking very worn, tired 
and is unsafe. May this season of giving inspire you to give with 
great generosity! Thank you for a wonderful start on this 
project! God bless you! 

 
K. of C. Council #5551 News  

Dec 28 - General Meeting 
Jan 4 - Blood Drive 

Jan 11 - Planning Meeting 

mailto:acasteel@loyolacatholicschool.org
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Second Grade Parents - Upcoming:  First Reconciliation  
Our second grade students will have First 

Reconciliation on Sunday, January 21st at 
1:00 pm.  There will be refreshments served 
afterward.    

11th Grade Confirmation Retreat - February 4, 2018  
The mandatory Confirmation 

Retreat for 11th graders will be held 
on Sunday, February 4 beginning 
with Mass at 10:00 am.  We will 
then move to the school cafeteria for lunch and retreat 
activities.  The retreat will end at 4:00 pm.  

Wednesday Night Simple Meals for ALL Parishioners  
Please join us for our Wednesday night Simple 

Meals!  They are open to all parishioners!   It is great to see 
families come before Religious Ed classes start!  We serve 
from 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm. On the menu for Jan 3 - Chicken 
Pot Pie & Salad Bar. 

Upcoming Dates  
 December 27: No Class 

 January 3: Class for ALL Grades; 1 - 6 meet from 6:00 
pm to 7:10 pm; Grades 7 - 11 meet from 7:00 pm to 8:30 
pm.  Community Meal - 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm. On the 
Menu:  Chicken Pot Pie & Salad Bar. 

 January 10: Class for Elementary Grades 1 - 6; 6:00 pm - 
7:10 pm; Community Meal - 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm - School 
Cafeteria (Meal TBD); Youth Group 6:45 pm - 8:00 pm  

 January 17: Class for ALL Grades; 1 - 6 meet from 6:00 
pm to 7:10 pm; Grades 7 - 11 meet from 7:00 pm to 8:30 
pm.  Community Meal - 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm. On the 
Menu:  TBD! 

 January 21: First Reconciliation - 1:00 pm 

 January 24: Class for Elementary Grades 1 - 6; 6:00 pm - 
7:10 pm; Community Meal - 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm - School 
Cafeteria (Meal TBD); Youth Group 6:45 pm - 8:00 pm  

 January 31: Class for ALL Grades; 1 - 6 meet from 6:00 
pm to 7:10 pm; Grades 7 - 11 meet from 7:00 pm to 8:30 
pm.  Community Meal - 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm. On the 
Menu:  TBD! 

Youth Group News 
The youth group is looking for a couch for 

our youth room. If you have one you want to 
donate, please contact Tracy Meadows 236-
0743. Thank you for supporting our youth. 

Youth Group meets from 6:30 pm - 7:45 pm. There is a 
calendar that went home last week, we have a lot of fun activities 
planned. The calendar is also posted in the kitchen, come join us 
for community meal Wednesday! 

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 
“When a church seeks a pastor, they want the 

strength of an eagle, the grace of a swan, the gentleness 
of a dove, the friendliness of a sparrow, and the night 
hours of an owl. And when you catch that bird, they 
expect the pastor to live on the food of a canary.”               

                                                                 - Anonymous 

SINCERE 

SYMPATHY 

To the family of Joseph Huiras† 
                                            -May he rest in peace. 

THANK YOU Holy Rosary Parishioners 

for "Hearing the Cry of the Poor" 

this December! 
 Holy Rosary Parishioners helped with 6 hospitality shifts 

and 3 evening meals for the Rotating Homeless Shelter the 
week of December 3rd - 10th, when we partnered with the 
host congregation, Covenant Family.  What a huge difference 
this made to the 25 people who stayed there that week.  We 
will let you know when the next week is, and also when 
volunteer training is available. 

In addition, MANY of you brought in hats, 
mittens, and socks for those in need this 
winter.  Take time to look at the "Winter 
Wonderland Tree" in the back of the church.  It's loaded with 
warm gifts.  Thank you for blessing those in need with your 
generosity. 

May you have a blessed and joyous Christmas and Happy 
New Year! 

-Holy Rosary Social Concerns Committee 

Diocesan Ministries Appeal 
Thank you to all who have given to the Diocesan Ministries 

Appeal. If you have not had the opportunity to make your pledge 
or gift yet, envelopes are available in the church entrances.  You 
may return your pledge in the collection basket or simply drop it 
in the mail.  You may also make your pledge or gift online at 
https://www.dnu.org/dma/. Be assured that your gift will only be 
used to support those ministries designated in the DMA brochure 
- ministries that are vital to our church - as well as our own parish 
commitment to Loyola Catholic School. 

Council of Catholic Women News 

 No Holy Rosary CCW meeting in January. 
 Region 1 CCW Board Meeting Jan. 20th in Nicollet. 







Holy Rosary Council of Catholic Women 
 

Minutes of Meeting on December 4, 2017 
 

The following CCW members met on Monday, December 4, 2017:  Arlyce Anderson, Cathie 
Atchley, Terri Compton, Maxine Davis, Marya Flynn (and daughters), Julie Gruber, Pat Heirigs, 
Rachel Helget, Mary Kelly, Lorraine Klaseus, Ruth Kozitza, Sharon Lenz, Cathy Neve, Dolores Portz, 
Darlene Schorn, Marilyn Streit, Sharon Theuninck, Mary Clare Wyrowski, and Mary Zellmer.  The 
CCW gathering started with Fr. Paul celebrating Mass with us at 5:30.   Following Mass we enjoyed 
a pot luck supper before starting our meeting. 
 
The business meeting was called to order at 7:10 and Dolores Portz lead us in the Prayer to Our 
Lady of Good Counsel. 
 

The minutes of the November 6, 2017 business meeting were read and approved as presented.   
 

Julie Gruber had given the following balances in our accounts: 
 $  6,897.51 in checking 
 $  1,469.29 in savings 
 $  5,819.39 in CD 
 $14,186.19 total assets 
 

Our only correspondence was a thank you note from a parishioner who received a delivery of food 
after the Fall festival. 
 

Pastor’s Comments: 

 Fr. Paul reminded us that we have a Holy Day coming up this week – the Feast of the 
Immaculate Conception.  

 He also updated us on the design plans for updating the front of the church.  There has 
already been some money donated towards this project. 

 Father has finished the initial interview process for the parish office administrator’s 
position.  He will now meet with the trustees to discuss the finalists. 

 

Committee Reports: 
Spirituality:  Dolores Portz reminded us that the 5-minute devotional pamphlets are at the 

church entrances. 
Reverence for Life:  Darlene Schorn shared that the Diaper Drive will be in January.  There 

is also a Christmas Tree in the back of church where parishioners can place socks, hats, scarves and 
mittens that will be given to those in need.   

Scholarship:  Arlyce has the application forms, which must be submitted by March 1.  
Arlyce also described how the scholarship money could be used by our CCW members who are 
involved with various ministries. 
 

Old Business:   
Fall Festival:  Rachel Helget gave us a recap of the Fall Festival.  While there were fewer 

meals served, and fewer raffle tickets sold, the overall net income was up.  The raffle prize winners 
will be published in the bulletin.   

Thanksgiving Eve Ecumenical Service:  CCW was thanked for supplying the bars.  They 
fulfilled the request for bars along with members of the Social Concerns committee. 



 

New Business:  
  
 Parish Christmas Party:   The KCs and CCW will host the parish Christmas Party on Saturday, 
December 9th after the 5:00 mass.  The committee is planning for 200 meals and will set up on 
Saturday morning at 9:30. Several CCW members offered to help with set-up.   
 CCW Bake Sale:  Our Advent Bake Sale will also be this coming weekend.  Workers are lined 
up and the callers have been making reminder contacts through phone calls or email. 
 CCW Woman of the Year:  The deadline for submitting nominations for the New Ulm 
Diocese CCW Woman of the Year is January 31.  Arlyce Anderson, Darlene Schorn and Mary 
Zellmer will work together to recommend someone from Holy Rosary.  
 Enrichment:  We discussed various options for enrichment at future meetings.  It was 
suggested that when we have a speaker, everyone should bring a friend along. 
 Sewing Committee:  Ruth Kozitza mentioned that the sewing group is having trouble with 
one of the looms.  She also said that a lot of their quilts and rugs that they had on hand have been 
sold.  It was suggested that Ruth write up a message for the bulletin indicating the items that they 
have for sale. 
 Region 1 Board Meeting will be January 20 in Nicollet.  The CCW presidents from the local 
parishes attend this meeting. 
 
Upcoming Events: 

 Parish Christmas Party – December 9 

 Advent Bake Sale – December 9 and 10 

 Region 1 Board Meeting – January 20 

 Next CCW Meeting – February 5 at 6:30. 

 Confirmation is March 3 

 Region 1 Spring Gathering is at Holy Rosary on March 15 

 New Ulm Diocesan CCW Convention will be in Redwood Falls 

 The Province Meeting will be in Fairmont for two days in June 
 

There being no further business, the business meeting was adjourned with Dolores Portz leading us in a 
closing prayer.   
 

Respectfully submitted,  
Mary Zellmer, CCW Secretary 


