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 Each day that we take the time 

to pray and to say the most familiar 

of all prayers, the “Our Father”; we 

are addressing the central theme of 

this weekend’s gospel, and really all 

of the readings. For the theological 

Good News rests in the word 

“TEMPTATION”. Most of us do not 

see the word “TEMPTATION”, much 

less the meaning behind it, as Good 

News but instead Bad News! For we associate 

“TEMPTATION” with the Devil and not the Divine Son of 

God. Perhaps that is why this gospel hits us as being a bit 

strange this weekend. I mean, why would the Son of God be 

TEMPTED? In that same way of thinking, if God loves us so 

much, why are we TEMPTED in our earthly life? To make 

things even more theologically complicated, “WHY DO WE 

PRAY IN THE OUR FATHER…LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION 

BUT DELIVER US FROM EVIL?  

Let me begin by saying that the topic of “TEMPTATION” 

has been the topic of many theological works. I will not 

pretend that I have any deep or profound spiritual 

knowledge about “TEMPTATION” as a mere country pastor. 

Yet, just as our Divine Lord dealt with the Devil in the desert 

and his “TEMPTATIONS” by quoting the Old Testament, I will 

take it a step further and quote to you a line or two from the 

New Testament. 

For St. James gives to us the short answer as to why 

“TEMPTATION” exists in our life and why we should not be 

blaming God for its presence in our life. For St. James writes 

in Chapter 1, verse 13 these powerful words: “NO ONE 

EXPERIENCING TEMPTATION SHOULD SAY, ‘I AM BEING 

TEMPTED BY GOD’; FOR GOD IS NOT SUBJECT TO 

TEMPTATION TO EVIL, AND HE HIMSELF TEMPTS NO ONE.” I 

believe that when St. James wrote this previous passage, he 

was specifically addressing the First Person of the Holy 

Trinity, namely God the Father. For we see clearly in the 

Gospels, that the Son of God was thoroughly “TEMPTED” by 

the Devil on three distinct occasions. So recall what we also 

read in the New Testament from the Letter to the Hebrews 

Chapter 4, verse 15: “FOR WE DO NOT HAVE A HIGH PRIEST 

WHO CANNOT SYMPATHIZE WITH OUR WEAKNESSES BUT 

ONE WHO HAS BEEN TEMPTED IN ALL THINGS AS WE ARE, 

YET WITHOUT SIN.” 

While today’s Gospel is as unsettling as it is mysterious, 

there are many levels of Good News to be found in this 

short little account from St. Mark. FIRST, if the Messiah was 

“TEMPTED” in this world, who are we to think that we 

should be spiritually exempt from earthly “TEMPTATIONS”? 

SECOND, Christ was 100% human (and also 100% divine) 

and was able to overcome the greatest temptations that still 

plague our world today from FOOD, to FAME and even FALSE 

GODS. If Christ was able to completely overcome these 

powerful “TEMPTATIONS”, even in His frail human condition, 

even when we fall into these TEMPTATIONS, should we not 

be able to at least overcome them, even if we have fallen 

into “TEMPTATION”? While there are many other pieces of 

Good News, I will end my list with this one: ***THE 

OVERRIDING GOOD NEWS IS THAT GOD DOES NOT TEMPT 

US! THE DEVIL TEMPTS US! INSTEAD OF TEMPTING US, 

GOD TESTS US! THERE IS A GREAT THEOLOGICAL 

DIFFERENCE BETWEEN BEING “TESTED” and being 

“TEMPTED”! WE ARE TESTED TO BECOME BETTER PEOPLE. 

WE ARE TEMPTED TO BECOME BAD PEOPLE! 

From Noah in the First Reading from the Book of 
Genesis, to the Nazarean, Jesus Christ, in today’s Gospel 
from St. Mark, both were “TESTED” by God. Noah was 
TESTED with a flood, with an abundance of water; while the 
Nazarean, Jesus Christ was TESTED by God the Father with a 
desert, with a lack of water. God did not TEMPT either one 
of these holy individuals. For recall again St. Mark’s opening 
line this weekend: “THE SPIRIT “DROVE” JESUS OUT INTO 
THE DESERT… “TEMPTED” BY SATAN.”  Neither Noah nor the 
Nazarean failed and gave into TEMPTATION, BECAUSE THEY 
PASSED THE DRIVING TEST OF GOD! Recall that you passed 
your driving test years ago by taking a class or reading a 
book. In short, you passed the test by paying attention to 
the words in class, to the words of your instructor as well as 
the words on the signs on the road. That is exactly what 
Noah did! He listened to God’s Word, passed God’s TEST, 
and drove (steered) that boat-load of animals safely through 
the storm.  

     
     

(continued on page 3) 

“The Spirit drove Jesus out into the desert, and He 
remained in the desert for forty days, tempted by 
Satan.” 

                                                                                                          
           -St. Mark 
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“the quill and the cloth” continued... 

Our Gifts to God & Holy Rosary 

Adult Contributions $7,170.00 
Electronic Giving $3,175.59 
Youth Giving $42.52 
Loose Plate $242.09 

Weekly Offering Total $10,630.20 
Weekly offering goal is set at $10,200.00 

Feb. 2017 “Bridging the Gap”  $0.00 

 
 Additional Weekly Income $4,702.50 

Grand Total *$15,332.70 
Total weekly stewardship goal is set at $13,000.00 

Thanks for your gifts of gratitude to God!!! 

Stewardship Of Gratitude 
Thank you for your gifts of stewardship. Again this 

week we were able to reach our needed stewardship 
goals. If you check out the “Stewardship Corner” box, 
you will notice that again this week we have taken a 
good step forward this week towards our stewardship 
commitment to our area Catholic School of Loyola. 

Stewardship is not only sharing our treasure, but 
also contributing through our time and our talent. Thank 
you to all who contribute in so many different ways 
during the Lenten season to make this a spiritually 
enriching time so that the great week, Holy Week, takes 
on new and special meaning! As always, thank you so 
much for your gifts! 

Stewardship of Gratitude 

Regarding Mass Intentions 
 We are in particular need for Mass 
intentions for Father when he offers a private 
Mass on his day off, as well as for Masses to 
be said at the Nursing home/Assisted Living 
residences. We have sufficient Masses that are being 
offered in the church. If you are willing to help in this 
area of spiritual stewardship, it would be greatly 
appreciated. Thank you so much!   

Help Me Follow My Dream to Kenya! 
 My name is Rebekah Kolstad, I am a member of the 
women’s hockey team at MSU and this upcoming spring, I 
have been given the opportunity to spend two weeks in 
Eldoret, Kenya, doing mission work with Simba Ministries. 
This mission trip I will be traveling with other student-
athletes from all around the United States in efforts of 
sharing our faith with the people of Eldoret, as well as 
putting on sports camps for the children, working on 
projects within the city, loving on the street children, and 
making home visits. On our mission we hope to spread the 
Gospel of the Lord and impact the people of Eldoret and 
the surrounding area.  
 You can join me in this mission through prayer and/or 
financial gift. I ask you to consider joining me and other 
student-athletes on our mission to Kenya. I need to raise 
$2,700 by April 10. If you would be willing or able to give 
any amount, it would be greatly appreciated.  
 If you would like to join my mission support team you 
can write a check to Simba Ministries, which is a tax-
deductible gift, or if you would like to donate cash I can 
plan a time to meet with you. You can send checks to 508 
Wood Drive Mankato MN 56001. Feel free to donate as 
soon as you are able. Thank you for your consideration!  

Likewise, Christ drove through the desert with the 

Devil safely, for he had heard the Word of God and repeats 

it so masterfully back to the Devil. St. Peter in the Second 

Reading reminds us of Christ’s suffering on the cross, a 

great TEMPTATION to commit the worse sin of all, despair; 

yet Christ also overcomes that TEMPTATION through the 

greatest of all “TESTS” in life, death itself and to rely solely 

on the will of His Heavenly Father. 

Maybe, just maybe, we could take on (in addition to 
our traditional penances of prayer, fasting and almsgiving)  
listening to God’s “WORD” more intently through the 
Sacred Scriptures, so that we might pass the TESTS of life, 
not fall into TEMPTATION, so that one day we might pass 
safely over the dark waters of death, when we are in our 
desert of dying and hear the word of God calling us safely 
home into everlasting life. Happy Lent!!!  

       
      
 
 
       
      Rev. Paul van de Crommert,  
      Pastor 
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The Week Ahead 
Monday, February 19: Lenten Weekday  
       8:05 am - Rosary 

        8:30 am - Mass - Bill Maher†     
Tuesday, February 20: Lenten Weekday  
       No Morning Mass at Holy Rosary  
       5:30  pm - “Getting More Out of Mass” Adult Study Group 
   (Church Basement) 
Wednesday, February 21: Lenten Weekday (Saint Peter 
Damian, Bishop and Doctor of the Church)  
       9:15 am - Mass at Oak Terrace - Arlo Sandvig † 
       1:00 pm - 4:00 pm – Sewing Group (Lower Level PC) 

       3: 00 pm - 4:00 pm Penance Service at Good Council (Father 
     attends)  

        5:00 pm - 5:45 pm – Children’s Choir Practice (School) 

        6:00 pm - 7:30 pm – Holy Rosary Choir Practice (School) 
       5:00 pm - 7:00 pm – Holy Rosary Community Meal  
                       - Menu: TBD (School Cafeteria) 

       6:00 pm - 7:10 pm – Elementary Rel. Ed. Classes 
Thursday, February 22: The Chair of Saint Peter the 
Apostle  
 8:05 am – Rosary 
 8:30 am – Mass - Donna Danay† 
       7:30 pm – K of C General Meeting 
Friday, February 23: Lenten Weekday  (Saint Polycarp, 
Bishop and Martyr)  
       9:15 am  – Parishioners’ Breakfast at the Perkins  
                              Restaurant (1123 Range St) - *All are invited 
      10:15 am – Mass at Monarch Meadows - Louie & Marie  
      Goettl 
      *5:30 pm – Stations of the Cross 
Saturday, February 24: Lenten Weekday 
       4:30 pm  – Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 4:30 pm – Rosary 
 5:00 pm – Mass - Jim & Dolores Wingert† 
       6:15 pm – Baptism 

Sunday, February 25: Second Sunday of Lent  
 7:30 am – Rosary 
 8:00 am – Mass - John Klaseus† 
 9:30 am – Rosary 
 10:00 am – Mass - People of the Parish 
          (Nursery, CLW, & Sunday School during 10:00 am Mass) 
      11:15 am – Baptism  

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 
 “It’s Satan who leads us into temptation – that is 
his department.”  
 

         -Pope Francis 

Help! Help! 
We are still in need of several bikers 

for Holy Rosary’s Pedal Past Poverty team 
(February 25 at the YMCA). Please stop 
by the parish office or give Arlyce 
Anderson a call at 317-0617 to register to participate in this fun 
event and support this great cause! 

Council of Catholic Women News 

 Save the Date:  Please join us for a 
Lenten Day of Reflection on Saturday, March 
10th, at Holy Rosary Church Basement. 
Registration will begin at 8:30 am.  At 9:00 am, Sister Therese 
Even SSND will lead us in reflecting on how we can be more 
aware of God’s love and presence in our daily lives. We will 
learn how the Word of God and how prayer helps us to reach 
that goal and how to use steps to live life more fully.  We will 
enjoy a light lunch and then another reflection on the 
importance of forgiveness and healing.  We will end around 
2:00 pm with a time for sharing how this day will help us to be 
ready to experience Easter joy. 
 We will need to have the total number of those 
attending, so please call our parish office, 387-6501, by March 
5th to reserve a spot. If you need transportation, please leave 
that message at the office too. This event is sponsored by the 
Holy Rosary Council of Catholic Women.  

Birthright Raffle 

It is again time for the Knights of Columbus to          
co-sponsor its annual Benefit for Birthright Raffle. 
Tickets are available at the parish office or by calling 
David Mutch at 387-5406. The cost of a book of 6 
tickets is $6.00. There are 5 prizes ranging in value from $50.00-
$250.00.  

 10 Great Ways to Share Your Faith 
 The New Evangelization, Missionary Disciples, The Great 
Commission, what do these phrases truly mean? This means 
being able to share the Good News of Jesus Christ and His 
Church with those in our lives and our communities.  
 We have been put here in this time for a special reason 
and part of that reason is to share the gift of faith with others. 
Come and learn 10 practical ways that you can begin to live 
out your part of God’s amazing plan for your life and His 
people. Join us on February 21 , from 6:30 - 8:00 pm at the 
Center-Gym at St. John’s Church. Any questions, contact Kelly 
Huber at khuber@stjohnsmankato.net 

Mission of Love Project 

Children and Adults are invited to make a Valentine, 
enclose $2 (or more if you would like) and leave them in 
the parish office by March 5.  

The CCW will then mail them all to Friends of San 
Lucas. Each donation helps the children with school 
supplies and food. Thank you for helping the less 
fortunate children at San Lucas Mission. 
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February 24th - 25th, 2018 

Lectors: 
 5:00 pm Eileen Wadekamper 
 8:00 am Dolores Portz 
 10:00 am Chris Cain 

Eucharistic Ministers: 
 5:00 pm Tom & Mary Clare Wyrowski 
 8:00 am Gene Brandt & Arlyce Anderson 
 10:00 am Ryan Howe & Chris Cain 

Altar Servers: 
 5:00 pm Connor McGraw, Anna &    
    James Voracek (C/B/B) 
 8:00 am James Younge, Carson Fischer &   
    Quinn Kelly (C/B/B) 

 10:00 am Elias Westermann, Timothy Cain, &   
     Brendan Isenberg (C/B/B) 

Presentation of Gifts:  
 5:00 pm Cody Fromm 
 8:00 am Aidan McGraw 
 10:00 am Nelson Family 

Ushers: 
 5:00 pm Jim Theuninck, Karen Winters, Tom   
    Koch, & Mark Weingartz  (Head Usher) 
 8:00 am Ben Cahalan, Gerry Hiniker, Sharon   
    Lenz, Arlyce Anderson (Head Usher) 
 10:00 am Jim Barker, John Jagerson, Glenn   
    Verschelde, &  
    Christopher Backes (Head Usher) 

Rosary Leaders:     
 5:00 pm Paul Stevens 
 8:00 am Margaret Ayers 
 10:00 am Curt & Donna Stanke 

Music Ministry:          
 5:00 pm Myra Schroepfer/ Jeanne Makela 
 8:00 am Corinne Ort/ Jeanne Makela 
 10:00 am Adult Choir/ Janelle Campeau 
 

Money Counters - February 2018: Arlyce Anderson, Bill 
Fasnacht, Shirleen Gulden, Jan Nelson 
 

Bulletin Folders - February  2018: Mary Bliss, Barb 
Wegscheid, Marge Grausam, Maxine Davis, Rita Townsend 

 K. of C. Council #5551 News  
Feb. 22: General Meeting  March 1: Blood Drive 
    March 8: Planning Meeting 

2017-2018 ECHO FOOD SHELF COLLECTION 
Total Received To Date: $13,845.71 

Lenten Adult Study Group 
“Getting More out of Mass”  

 The Lenten Adult Study Groups will begin gathering in  
preparation for celebrating the Pascal Mystery and living the 
mystery in the world. Lent this year is February 14 to March 31. 
We want to welcome everyone to join; men, women, singles, 
and couples, all perspectives are encouraged! 
 The groups will meet in the church basement on Tuesday 
evenings. They will center their input and discussions on the 
booklet, “Getting More Out of the Mass,” by Fr. John Muir. The 
schedule of the topics are as followed: 
February 20- Introduction: Heavenly Treasure 
February 27- Encountering God in the Mass 
March 6- How to Enter God’s House 
March 13- A Loving Conversation 
March 20- How to Give Yourself to God 
March 27- Finding Your Purpose  
 Each session will start with a simple soup supper at 5:30 
pm in the church basement.  Supper will be followed by large 
group prayer, small group study, and sharing of scripture & 
prayer.   
 Mark your calendars to enjoy fellowship and be involved 
with a faith-filled group of people to ponder the word of God. 
Sign up to participate by calling Mary Beth Nygaard at            
625-1450 or JoAnn Borchert at 388-8813. 

Blood Drive 
The American Red Cross will be 

set up at Holy Rosary Church on 
March 1st from 12:00 pm to 6:00 
pm. To make an appointment you can go online at 
redcrossblood.org and schedule yourself in or you can 
call John at 995-5238 and we will get you scheduled at a 
convenient time. Walk-ins are always welcome. Thank 
You for your past support for this worthy cause. 

Ash Wednesday was Awesome!  
Thank you to all of you that took the time to begin your 

Lent spiritually through the celebration of the Ash 
Wednesday Mass as well as to receive the mark of blessed 
ashes. The attendance was the largest we have experienced 
in the last four years. It was so nice to not only see our 
students from our Faith Formation program but also so 
many younger people from our parish as well as even other 
churches at this celebration. May this great start be the 
mark of a great Lent and a great Holy Week and Easter 
celebration.  
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Stewardship Corner 
 

Diocesan United Fund (D.U.F.), Diocesan Priest Pension 
Fund/ Medical, Care Comp Ins, Priest Care Fund, & Audit:                                    
 Pd. to Date: $35,652.51 
 Goal: $79,721.00 
 

Annual Diocesan Ministries Appeal (D.M.A.):  
 Rec’d. to Date: $19,450.00
 Goal:   $19,450.00 
  

Loyola Catholic School Assessment: 
 Pd. to Date: $175,767.00  
 Goal: $205,014.00 
 

Total Paid to Date 2017-18: $230,869.51 
Apostolate Stewardship 2017-18: $304,185.00 
 
   This week we again contributed $10,000.00 towards our 

stewardship goal to Loyola. We have about one-eighth or 
about 20% remaining on our stewardship goal. This is a very 
good figure given the fact that we still are in the month of 
February. This week we also pushed forward our Diocesan 
commitment by almost $1,000.00. We are still less than 50% 
completed for the Diocese of New Ulm. Upon completion of 
our Catholic School commitment, we will begin in earnest, on 
a weekly basis, to cover our Diocesan costs for 2017-2018. If 
we are done with both stewardship commitments well before 
the close of June, we will continue to save our stewardship 
resources for a number of basic repairs and cleaning that we 
hope to tackle again in the months of summer, particularly 
inside the church. Thank you so much for your gifts!  

 
 

 
Please Continue Praying for our Confirmation Students! 
 Our confirmation students had a day well spent in 
retreat this past Sunday.  I believe by the end of the 
retreat, each of them was touched by the Holy Spirit in 
some way.  I have placed slips of paper with the names of 
our Confirmation Candidates at each of the 
entrances. Please take one of them and pray for that 
individual as they continue their journey towards 
Confirmation on March 3. 
Teaching Mass - All Are Invited!! 
 Our grades 7-11 RE students and 
their parents will be attending a Teaching 
Mass on February 28th at 7:00 pm.  All 
parishioners are invited to attend as 
well!.  A Teaching Mass is a slowed-down version of the 
Mass which will give Father Paul an opportunity to explain 
the rituals, symbols and prayers used during Mass.  Please 
mark the date on your calendar now and join us!  
Wednesday Night Simple Meals for ALL Parishioners  
 Please join us for our Wednesday night 
Simple Meals!  They are open to all 
parishioners!   It is great to see families come 
before Religious Ed classes start!  OUR TIME 
HAS CHANGED! We are now serving from 4:45-6:15 pm. 
On the Menu for February 21:  Lasagna.  

Upcoming Dates 

 February 21 - Class for Elementary Grades 1 - 6; 6:00 - 
7:10 pm; Community Meal—4:45 - 6:15 pm - School 
Cafeteria - On the Menu: Lasagna; Youth Group 6:45 pm 
- 8:00 pm 

 February 28 - Class for ALL Grades; 1 - 6 meet from 6 pm 
to 7:10 pm; Grades 7 - 11 meet from 7:00 pm to 8:30 
pm.  Community Meal - 4:45 pm - 6:15 pm - (Meal: 
Scalloped Potatoes & Ham) 

 March 3 - Confirmation Mass - 5:00 pm 

 March 7 - Class for Elementary Grades 1 - 6; 6:00 pm - 
7:10 pm; Community Meal - 4:45 pm - 6:15 pm - School 
Cafeteria - On the Menu: Chili ; Youth Group 6:45 pm - 
8:00 pm 

Little Dresses for Africa! 
 A few women from the parish put together 
kits for volunteers around the community to sew 
dresses for little girls in Africa and are looking for 
material. If you have any material that is 100% 
cotton fabric and is at least 1/4 of a yard, or extra wide 
double fold bias tape you could put it to great use! If 
anyone is interested in sewing the dress kits, please call 
Marilyn Streit 344-1955 or Barb Wegsheid  at 345-1936.   

 Fuel Fund 
Again this week we took another large 

“stewardship step” forward with regards 
to our annual Fuel Fund drive. For this 
week we took in “Additional Weekly 
Income” the amount of $2,477.00. (If you 
recall, last week we took in a total of $3,522.00.) So, just 
in the past two weeks alone, your great sacrificial 
stewardship has brought in almost $6,000.00! Thank you 
so much for your great generosity! To date this season 
we have brought in a total of $6,629.00. We have set a 
modest goal for our Fuel Collection at $8,000.00 even 
though last year we had spent in excess a total of 
$17,500.00. With a goal that is less than half of what will 
be spent, of that goal we are presently standing at 83% 
that we have collected to date. Thank you for supporting 
this important and most basic expense of the parish. I 
am hoping that the weather is going to start to warm up, 
because if you are like me, I am getting very tired of this 
very cold weather! Stay warm!  
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Learn about Loyola Catholic School...visit 
www.loyolacatholicschool.org  

K-12 has current openings, PS/PK 2018-2019 
enrollment is coming soon! Schedule family tours and 
shadow days at your convenience. Contact Angela 
Casteel: 388-0615, acasteel@loyolacatholicschool.org 

Save the Date … ALL ARE WELCOME!  
 Enrollment Night for 2018-2019, PS-grade 12, February 

22, 6:00 pm  for current and prospective families. This is 
an opportunity for you and your child to come and meet 
administration, tour, and see all that Loyola offers.  

 Blood Drive, Feb 27, 8:30-1:30, gym. Walk in or schedule 
a time at  redcrossblood.org  

 Kindergarten Round Up, March 19, 6:00 pm We 
welcome you and your Kindergarten-eligible child to 
join us to meet teachers and administration, tour 
classrooms and learn about Kindergarten at Loyola! 
Childcare for siblings is available. Can’t make it on 
March 19? Come for a family tour on a day that works 
for you. Call 507-388-0615 to schedule. 

 Lent At Loyola: We are joining St. Joseph the Worker 
parish in their effort to build a school for their sister parish in 
Haiti. During Lent we will learn about Haiti, pray the Stations 
of the Cross, do Prayer Partner activities, celebrate the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation, and spend times in Adoration. 
 Loyola Kindergarteners enjoyed Dr. Suess Day at MSU 

on Friday. 
 Duram Kelly will compete in the Regional Spelling Bee 

next week. 
 Don’t miss the City Wide Choral Concert at SSPP, 

February 25 at 7pm. 
 Javen Tasler and Landon Javens placed 1st in their 

speech categories at the meet last weekend.  Twelve 
other Loyola students placed 2nd through 6th. Loyola’s 
team placed 3rd. 

 Did you know?  We continue to welcome families who 
are new to the area or are seeking a change.  Come and 
discover Loyola’s unique school culture and academic and 
co-curricular offerings.  
 Your parish support makes all we do, learn, and 
celebrate at Loyola possible, as we guide students to 
their full potential, walk with them in faith, and equip 
them to lead and serve.  

Stepping up in Faith 
 

Rec’d. to Date:     $18,210.20  
Estimated Need:    $50,000.00 

 This Week’s Sanctuary Light Intention: 
John N. Klaseus† 

Prayers and support for all of our sick and injured 
of Holy Rosary Parish 

Our prayers go out to all of the sick and injured in our 
parish who are at home, in the hospital, nursing homes or 
assisted-living residences. May God bless them and keep 
them under His guidance and protection!   

For Those Who Are Ill & Special Needs 
Daniel Crowley, Jo Lindberg, Don Dehning, Judith Neitge, 

Leonard Mettler, Joanne Vavrosky, Cyril Windschitl, Roger 
Keltgen, Dean & Julie Mettler, Juliette Shamp  

For Our Families 
Monday Andrew & Teresa Briggs  
Tuesday Mark & Kristina Carlson 
Wednesday David & Mary Beth Haack 
Thursday Mary Haley 
Friday Eric & Sarah Willaert 
Saturday Gerry & Linda Hiniker 
Sunday Robert & Mary McVIcker 

For Those in the Military 
Nick Blace Matt McGraw William Backes 
Jared Hiniker Christopher Schmidt  Ben Barsness 
Dana Schiller Daniel Fitterer  Anna Drummer 
Mark Hansen Timothy Eick   

Prayer Chain 

If you have a short term prayer request or prayer 
of thanksgiving for our prayer chain to pray for, 
please call Teresa Kolstad at 327-9810.   

Home Visitation: If you wish to have yourself or a loved 
one receive the sacraments, Holy Communion or a personal 
pastoral visit, please call our coordinator, Lorraine Klaseus at 
507-388-4932 

This Week’s Readings 
Mon: Lv 19:1-2, 11-18/Mt 25:31-46  
Tues: Is 55:10-11/Mt 6:7-15  
Wed: Jon 3:1-10/Lk 11:29-32  
Thurs: 1 Pt 5:1-4/Mt 16:13-19 

Fri: Ez 18:21-28/Mt 5:20-26  
Sat: Dt 26:16-19/Mt 5:43-48  

Sun: Gn 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18/Rom 8:31b-34/Mk 9:2-10 

Lord, Hear Our Prayers 

http://www.loyolacatholicschool.org
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Worship Committee Meeting Minutes 

Holy Rosary Catholic Church 

January 15th, 2018 

 The Holy Rosary Worship Committee was called to 
order on Monday, January 15th, 2018, in Conference 
Room 1. Nearly all of the members were present and 
accounted for at the meeting. The meeting opened with 
prayer led by Father. The past minutes of the November 
13th, 2017, meeting were reviewed and approved as read. 
The agenda was approved with one addition under “New 
Business 7.) Lenten Booklets. 
         Pastor’ Comments: Father began his comments by 
stating that our parish had a great celebration of Christmas 
with the four liturgies that were celebrated. There was 
some 580 attending the first Mass at the 4:30 pm time 
alone. The Mass was very reverent and the people were 
very attentive even though there was such a large crowd. 
There were some challenges at the evening Mass, but the 
Mass and the ministers managed to get through them 
pretty well. Father expressed thanks to all of the members 
that came to decorate for Christmas. The decorating went 
quite smoothly and seemed to go fast as everyone had 
their tasks to complete. Father stated that it is a blessing 
that we are able to work so well together as a committee. 
Father concluded that Lent and Easter are going to be 
early this year and that we are less than a month away 
from the start of Lent with the celebration of Ash 
Wednesday on February 14th. 
        Old Business: Christmas Environment – Follow-Up: 
The Worship Committee again reported that they had 
heard a number of favorable comments from the faithful 
regarding the church decorations at Christmas. Concerns 
were expressed that the poinsettias again this year did not 
hold up very well but were looking tough in a short time. 
Father stated that the plants were beautiful when they 
arrived and he tried to be conservative as not to over-
water as it was thought that was the problem in the past 
years. Brian E. said that he would check with our supplier 
and perhaps check with other parishes where the flowers 
seem to last and where they are purchasing their flowers. 
The committee was clear that they have very much liked 
the product that Perry has been putting out. Some 
members expressed that perhaps it is the result of the 
blowing fans from the HVAC system. Father stated that the 
blowers have been turned off permanently in the 
sanctuary as it gets too warm for both the servers and the 
celebrant. Several people stated that they liked the 
wreaths on the pillars that are artificial and were 
purchased after Christmas in 2016 (on-sale). There were 
concerns that some people did not like the wreaths 
blinking as they found them distracting during the Mass. 
This can be easily modified as they can be set to blink or 

not to blink. It was also suggested that a larger screw could 
be placed in the pillar as the present ones do not have 
enough length to hold a larger wreath. Bill F. agreed to 
work on this small project in the near future. Penance 
Service for Advent: The 4 Penance Services that use to be 
celebrated during Advent and Lent in the Mankato area, 
have been relegated to two services by the area pastors. 
St. John’s and St. Joseph’s are working together. Father is 
asked to work with Ss. Peter and Paul, but they have 
decided to discontinue all Penance Services entirely and 
only to hear individual confessions on Saturday afternoon. 
Father has pointed out that people’s schedules does not 
always make them available for a Saturday confession. 
Father is struggling to get priests to help as priests often 
wish to leave on Sunday afternoon for their day off. The 
committee suggested to try for a Wednesday evening and 
to try and incorporate it with religious education. 
Wednesday is a church night and it “might” be easier to 
find priests to help with this important sacrament. Father 
and Cathy N. will be working on the Penance Service in the 
near future. Front Entrance Steps/Lighting: The 
stewardship has been coming in quite well. As of the time 
of the Worship Committee meeting, $17,475.00 have 
already been raised in the first weeks. 
       New Business: Altar: The altar was discussed that is 
used for the Mass. There is not sufficient room for all of 
the vessels, book, etc. This concern is being looked into by 
the Worship Committee. Lent Environment:  The date for 
taking down the last of the Christmas decorations and 
setting up the Lenten environment will be held on Monday 
evening, February 12th. All Worship Committee members 
that are able to come are encouraged to participate. It was 
discussed to leave St. Francis in the sanctuary as part of the 
cross display as St. Francis had a close connection to the 
Holy Cross. Grape branch leaves will again be displayed on 
the pillars during Lent as well as a large, plain cross in the 
sanctuary. There was also discussion about introducing 
some cacti this year to emphasize the “desert experience”. 
Ministry Fair Date: The Worship Committee suggested 
that the Ministry Fair would be skipped as the last time this 
took place there was a very limited response of new 
candidates to serve in the various liturgical rolls. It was 
suggested that it would be better to go through the parish 
roster and call people who might be interested as well as 
possibly placing an ad in the parish bulletin. The entire 
committee agreed to this proposal. Ushers: The status of 
the ministry of ushers was discussed. Catholic School’s 
Week Liturgy:  Rachel H. stated that communication had 
not gotten out through the Catholic School and so she did 
not expect that there would be a great involvement of our 
Catholic School youth in the ministries for the Mass at this 
time. However, plans were in the works to have an adult or 
parent speak before or after the Mass about the benefits 
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 I Agree With You! Where is the Light? 
 It sounded like a good idea some time back to 
change the light bulbs in the church to LED. We were 
told that not only would there be a huge cost saving in 
our monthly bill but also that we would receive a 
substantial rebate, making them relatively inexpensive to 
install. It seemed at the time a “Win-Win” situation. However, 
things do not always go as they are planned. You have 
noticed at the evening Masses that the light is dim and it is 
difficult to see on Saturday evening. I have also noticed that it 
is difficult to see people’s faces and I thought that maybe my 
eyes were diming with age. The problem is the new LED 
lights. We think we have found a better light that is also 
economically friendly, gives off more light and will…we hope…
be TRULY a “Win-Win” situation! How does that saying go, “If 
at first you do not succeed, try…try…again?” Thank you for 
your patience!   

Teaching Masses 
Many of us who are reading this 

article might wonder if there is 
anything that we “do not” know 
about the Mass. I mean, have you 
not been going to Mass your entire 
life? Yet, if we were pressed in a corner and asked “Why 
do you sign your self  with Holy Water?” or “Why do you 
genuflect on your right knee and not on your left?” or 
“What is the difference between Catholics who believe 
that when it comes to the Holy Eucharist we profess 
transubstantiation, while the other Christian religions 
that celebrate the Holy Eucharist profess 
consubstantiation?” “Can we use any kind of wine at 
Mass?”  “Am I receiving Holy Communion in the proper 
way?”  These and MANY MORE questions will be 
addressed in the teaching Masses that will be held now 
during the Lenten season as well as into the Easter 
season.  

These Masses will be unconventional as I, as the 
celebrant, will continue to stop the Mass to explain what 
we are doing and why we are doing it. FOR WE CANNOT 
LOVE WHAT WE DO NOT UNDERSTAND! MAYBE IF WE 
UNDERSTOOD THAT THE MASS IS MORE THAN JUST AN 
HOUR OF PRAYER OR A SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE 
AND A GREAT MIRACLE THAT TAKES PLACE AT EVERY 
EUCHARIST, WE WOULD NO LONGER FEEL LIKE WE HAVE 
TO GO, BUT RATHER THAT WE LONG TO GO. We are 
requiring our students as well as our parents to attend 
one of these Masses in the coming weeks through 
religious instruction. On the other hand, I would 
encourage everyone reading this article to prayerfully 
consider attending one of these Masses for their own 
adult enrichment and to grow in love for the Lord 
through the Holy Eucharist! The schedule will be as 
follows: 

February 28 – Teaching Mass – Grades 7 – 11; 7 pm 
March 14 – Teaching Mass – Grades 3-6; 6 pm; with 

     confession at St. Joes afterward 

Picture Perfect! 
As we celebrated Ash Wednesday a few days ago, 

we were reminded of our mortality by receiving the 
ashes on our heads. When all of us are long gone, there 
will still be photos of us that live on for our families to 
remember us by. There is more value in a picture than 
we realize so we hope you’re ready to smile big and 
control that hair of yours for our new Parish Directory! 
Holy Rosary parish will begin the sign-up process for 
photo shoot sessions for our families before and after 
Mass at the back of Church so please check your 
schedule and get your name on the list next weekend! 

The sign up dates are as followed: 
February 25 
March 4, 11, 18, 25 
 

The photography session dates are as followed: 
March 13-17 
March 20-24 
March 26-31 
 

The photographers will be there from 1:30-8:30 pm 
on weekdays and 9:00 am - 4:00 pm during Saturdays. 

Thank You Worship Committee 
A special word of thanks to our Holy Rosary 

Worship Committee that came once again in 
strong numbers to take down a good deal of 
decorations from “post-Christmas” and to 
decorate austerely for this wonderful season of 
renewal, namely this season called Lent. Each year we try to 
do things a little bit differently to make it ever fresh and new. 
Usually after we are done, we like it and intend to do the 
same thing the following year, but we seem to come up with 
always something slightly different on the same theme. 
Thank you again Worship Committee. In 40 days we will be 
going back to work! Happy Lent!  

of a Catholic education and to choose Loyola for their 
child. Baptismal Garments: Father noted that with the 
large number of baptisms, he is down to the last of the 
Baptismal garments. He was informed by members of the 
Worship Committee that the Mission Sewing Ladies would 
make additional ones as needed and they would be 
informed by the Worship Committee members. Baptismal 
Crucifixes: Father is also down to the last of the crucifixes 
that were given to families for their child at the time of 
Baptism. Cathy N. would look into the cost of purchasing 
additional ones at a discount if this is possible.  
         Future Business: Pictorial Directory.  T.B.D. The next 
scheduled meeting has been set for the Worship 
Committee on Monday, April 23rd at 6:30 pm There being 
no further business, the meeting closed with prayer. 



 

LIFETOUCH PHOTOGRAPHY 

COUPONS/DISCOUNTS 

Lifetouch offers a variety of discounts that enhance engagement, participation, and add 

to the overall photography experience. Our feedback shows the families appreciate the 

discounts and the host enjoys handing them out as well.   

Your help in communicating this information to your families and guests is greatly 

appreciated. Consider mentioning the coupons/discounts in your announcements, as 

content in your bulletins or on your website, in an email newsletter, or on social media.    

Coupons/discounts are; 

 distributed at check-in.  

 valid for members, guests, friends, relatives, etc. 

 redeemed at their photography session.  

 can be combined with other offers. 

 

 Feed the Need coupon – each family may bring 1 (or more), 
non-perishable food item to their portrait appointment.  Your 
church keeps the food for their internal food bank or one they 

support.  The family receives a $5 off coupon toward portraiture 
as a thank you for helping those less fortunate. 

 $10 thank you coupon – each family will receive a $10 coupon 

toward portraiture purchase from the hostess when they check in 
for their portrait appointment.  This coupon is a thank you from 
Lifetouch for participating in your church pictorial directory 

program.  

 

Senior Citizen Discount (60+ years old)* – our senior 
citizens will receive a 20% discount on their entire order.  

Active Military Discount* – active members of our Armed 
Forces will receive a 20% discount on their entire order (includes 

First Responders). 

*May use only one of the 20% discounts, not both.  

 


