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No, I have not forgotten to wish 
all of you a Me++++  Ch+++++++, but 
we are not there yet. For I am writing 
this at the beginning of the Octave 
before Christmas on December 17th. 
This week before Christmas, our 
publisher’s deadline has been moved 
up to a very early Tuesday at noon. We have barely finished 
the weekend Masses and already we are required to tell all 
the Good News of the parish in only one day into the new 
week. This bulletin will be first introduced on Saturday, at 
the start, but the very brief 4th Sunday and week of Advent. 

If there is ever a liturgical season that is forgotten and 
over-looked, it would certainly be the season of Advent. It is 
easy to overlook this simple season of waiting and 
anticipation, as it exists in the shadows of the second 
greatest feast and season of the liturgical year, namely 
Christmas. If there is a liturgical weekend that is overlooked, 
and in many instances, faithful Catholics would overlook and 
even ignore, 48 or 24 hours before the start of the Christmas 
season, it would be this weekend, THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF 
ADVENT. 

The readings amazingly lend themselves to the Good 
News of being over-looked, being second class, being 
forgotten, dare I say, being the middle child. In many 
respects, these readings are absolutely perfect for this all 
too forgotten season of Advent and certainly for this 
forgotten weekend of the 4th Sunday of Advent. For it 
seems that the very nature of God and the very nature of 
good-old-fashioned holiness, is to be on the sideline, and 
not in the center of things, at least when it comes to the first 
beginnings. 

Take the case of the First Reading this weekend we hear 
from the rarely heard minor Prophet Micah. The prophet 
reveals to us that Good News will come from this back-
water town called Bethlehem, insignificant as far as towns 
or regions are concerned. For the prophet writes: “Thus says 
the Lord: You, Bethlehem-Ephrathah, too small to be 
among the clans of Judah…” and then comes the prophet’s 
GOOD NEWS: “… FROM YOU shall come forth for ME one 
who is to be ruler in Israel…His greatness shall reach the 
ends of the earth…”. In other words, from little Bethlehem 
will be born the great and Blessed One that people have 
been waiting for since the dawn of humanity! 

In our Second Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews, it 

reads like the second chapter of being second. For while in 
our First Reading (and if you will), in our first chapter of 
being second and insignificant when it comes to the city that 
the Messiah is born in; we are told in the Second Reading 
from the Letter to the Hebrews, that the primary way to 
offer sacrifices in the temple to God was through holocausts 
and sin offerings. However, the writer of the Second Reading 
tells us the Good News that what God wants is not first, the 
physical sacrifices of rams and bullocks, but what has 
become second, to become first, namely repentance and 
belief in the Blessed One. For we read: “Sacrifice and 
offerings you took no delight…behold I come to do your will 
oh God.”  

This weekend’s Holy Gospel is all about those who are 
second, all who are holy and humble of heart, to become 
first! In biblical times, Mary would have been seen as a 
second-class citizen, being judged by the people as a young 
girl, who appeared to be a sinner, expecting a child out-of-
wedlock. On the other hand, Elizabeth, was a woman of 
advanced years. Despite her age, she and her husband 
Zechariah were childless. Being barren and without children 
was also seen as being second-class, in terms of the spiritual 
life.  

Likewise, children, especially infants, were seen also as 
second, if not third-class citizens. The ancient world, in both 
ancient Roman and Jewish society regularly sacrificed young 
children. In the Old Testament we read that the biblical 
figure Joshua, practiced what is known in scholarly circles as 
“foundation sacrifice”. It was believed that in order to 
protect a building from evil powers, a person was killed and 
buried at the foundation of a certain city or building. Sadly, 
sometimes the victim was walled in alive! In this case of the 
Old Testament scriptures, Joshua’s victim would be 
someone’s first born. For we read in Joshua 6:26-27, the 
following: “Joshua laid an oath upon them at that time, 
saying, “Cursed before the Lord be the man that rises up 
and rebuilds the city, Jericho. At the cost of the first-born 
shall he lay its foundation, and at the cost of his youngest 
son shall he set up its gates. So the Lord was with Joshua; 
and his fame was in all the land.” 

So the Good News of this Gospel from St. Luke, as well 
as the other two readings for this 4th Sunday of Advent, is 
that those who come in second shall come in first. How 
appropriate that on this 4th Sunday of Advent the four 
humble characters (Jesus, Mary, John the Baptist and 
Elizabeth), in the case of today’s gospel, are all second-class, 
in terms of society but first in the spiritual life and the 
scriptures. Mary, who is seen perhaps as second-class by 
society will be seen first in the spiritual world for all time as 
the Mother of God. Elizabeth who was second class in 
society because she was barren, will be seen spiritually first 
as blessed, not only because she has a child but also, 
because this child, John the Baptist, is the FIRST, to 
announce to the world the Good News of Jesus of Nazareth 
as the Lord and Savior of the world. Jesus, in the eyes of the 
world who was born in a second class birth-place called 
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  When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the infant 
leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth, filled with the Holy 
Spirit, cried out in a loud voice and said, “Blessed are you 
among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And 
how does it happen to me, that the Mother of my Lord 
should come to me?”                                                  -St. Luke 

(continued on page 3) 
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“the quill and the cloth” continued... 

Our Gifts to God & Holy Rosary 

Adult Contributions $6,739.57 
Electronic Giving $3,671.86 
Youth Giving $55.06 
Loose Plate $382.24 
Christmas Collection $100.00 
 
 
 

Weekly Offering Total $10,948.73 
Weekly offering goal is set at $10,300.00 

Dec. 2018 “Bridging the Gap”  $00.00 

 

 Additional Weekly Income $4,273.50 

Grand Total *$15,222.23 
Total weekly stewardship goal is set at $13,200.00 

Thank you for your gifts of gratitude to God!!! 

Stewardship of Gratitude 

Stewardship Of Gratitude 
  Thank you for your gifts of stewardship this week. 
Because of your generous giving, we are now ahead 
both in our obligations of stewardship to both the 
Diocese of New Ulm and our area Catholic School 
commitment. That is pretty remarkable stewardship in 
this day and age, along with covering all of our parish 
expenses and bills as well. Just a word of 
encouragement, that as we approach the Christmas 
season, to please be as generous as you have been in 
the past. Like most churches, the Christmas collection is 
a very significant portion of our annual stewardship 
funds. As in the past years, we will also take up the 
second collection for our support of our parish portion 
of stewardship for the Catholic School. Thank you too for 
being good stewards of your time to come and to 
celebrate the Masses on the 4th Sunday of Advent, even 
though the weekend and the Solemnity of Christmas run 
side by side each other this year! Thank you for your 
gifts!  

 

Collected this Week:            
Rec’d. to Date:    
Goal:  

       $250.00 
$56,397.26 

$156,000.00 

Stepping Up in Faith 

 This week we were blessed as we received a 
donation of $250.00 towards our new church steps and 
entrance. When we meet in January with our Finance 
Council, we will be discussing who might be suited to 
contract this work and have the entrance completed 
before the start of the winter of 2019.  
         This past week you should have received a parish 
newsletter from Holy Rosary, updating you on several 
seasonal items as well as to ask for your support for our 
“Stepping Up in Faith” Campaign. (IF YOU DID NOT 
RECEIVE THIS MAILING, IT COULD BE THAT YOU ARE NOT 
ON OUR PARISH MAILING LIST. PLEASE CALL THE PARISH 
OFFICE IF THIS IS THE CASE.) Included in this letter is a 
pledge card as well as an envelope asking for your 
stewardship commitment for this most practical project. 
If you have already made a generous gift, thank you so 
much. If you have not given, we ask that you might 
contribute to this practical project. Any additional gifts 
are equally welcome in this season of sacrificial giving. 
May God reward you in all that you have given for the 
maintenance and the repair of our mid-century church 
building. Thank you for your gifts! 

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 
 “At this Christmas when Christ comes, will He find a 
warm heart? Mark the season of Advent by loving and 
serving the others with God’s own love and concern.” 
         -Saint Mother Teresa of Calcutta 

Bethlehem, grew up in the nothing community of 
Nazareth, was seen as a second-class, reckless-preaching 
rabbi, and who was killed as a common criminal on the 
cross; was also FIRST AND FOREMOST THE CHRIST, THE 
LONG-AWAITED SAVIOR OF THE WORLD. 

In holiness, may we pray in these final moments of 
Advent for the humble position of being second this 
Christmas, in service to others so that one day we might 
be FIRST with the Savior in the Kingdom of everlasting life! 

 
 
 
 
 
       Rev. Paul van de Crommert 
       Pastor  
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Weekend 
Ministry Schedule  

 

December 29th & 30th 

Lectors: 
 5:00 pm Liam Rooney  

 8:00 am John Holden 
 10:00 am Jim Schorn 

Eucharistic Ministers: 
 5:00 pm Tom & Mary Clare Wyrowski,  
  Brenda Voracek, Karen Winters,  
  Jim Theuninck, Mary Beth Nygaard 
 8:00 am Margaret Ayers, Arlyce Anderson  
  Mary Homan, Michelle Ellingworth,  
  Cathy Neve, Brooke Kottke 
 10:00 am Mike & Diane O’Dea, Darlene Schorn,  
  Dennis Haga, Darlene Schorn, Ryan Howe 

Altar Servers: 
 5:00 pm Elias Westermann,  
    Katie & Ryan Rooney (C/B/B)   
 8:00 am Ben Ellingworth, Timothy Cain,  
    Quinn Kelly (C/B/B)   
 10:00 am Braeden & Emma Otto,  
    Jazzlynn Flynn (C/B/B)   

Presentation of Gifts:  
 5:00 pm Les Calsbeek Family 
 8:00 am Gary & Mary Zellmer  
 10:00 am Lester & Leola Kopp  

Ushers: 
 5:00 pm Dan Voracek, Karen Winters,  
  Roger Steinbach, Bob Meyer  (Head Usher) 

 8:00 am Paul Harguth, Sharon Lenz, Donna Wenkel, 
  Bill Fasnacht (Head Usher) 
 10:00 am Steve Kaiser, Brent Friedrichs, Jim Barker, 
  Bob Wegscheid (Head Usher) 

Rosary Leaders:     

 5:00 pm Ashley Paul   
       8:00 am       Margaret Ayers 
 10:00 am Curt & Donna Stanke  

Music Ministry:          

 5:00 pm Myra Schroepfer/Jeanne Makela  

 8:00 am Corinne Ort/Jeanne Makela  
 10:00 am Music Group/Vicki Galli  

Money Counters -  December 2018: Bob Manwarren, 
    Terri Compton, Bob Meyer, John Holden   

Bulletin Folders - December 2018: Ruth Fitterer,  

  Rosal Molski, Mary Haley, Ken Thiele, Anne Doyle  

 December 24th - 25th, 2018 
CHRISTMAS MINISTRY SCHEDULE  
Lectors: 
 4:00 pm  Brian Eggersdorfer 
 10:00 pm Nancy Holden 
 8:00 am Linda Olson  
 10:00 am Chris Cain 

Eucharistic Ministers: 
 4:00 pm Ryan Howe, Maxine Davis,  
    Bev Linnes, Mary Clare & Tom Wyrowski 
 10:00 pm Julie Schoettler, JoAnn Borchert,  
    Curt & Donna Stanke, Pat & Wanda Hull 
 8:00 am Gene Brandt, Terri Compton,  
    Michelle Ellingworth, Craig Amundson,  
    Cathy Neve, Arlyce Anderson 
 10:00 am Rick Gruber, Darlene Schorn,  
    Mike & Diane O’Dea 
Altar Servers: Special Assignment 

Presentation of Gifts:  
 4:00 pm Tom & Mary Clare Wyrowski 
 10:00 pm John & Donna Wolf 
 8:00 am Dave & Cathy Neve 
 10:00 am Paul Manderfeld Family 

Ushers: 
 4:00 pm Frank Weber, Tom Rheaume,  
    Bob Meyer (Head Usher) 
 10:00 pm Karen Winters, Jim Theuninck,  
    Barb & Steve Enderle (Head Usher) 
 8:00 am Gary & Mary Zellmer,  
    Mary & Doug Homan (Head Usher) 
 10:00 am Jim Barker, Brent Friedrichs,  
    Doug Helget, Mark Weingartz (Head Usher) 

Music Ministry:          
 4:00 pm Music Group/Vicki Galli 
 10:00 pm Holy Rosary Choir/Cindy Gawrych 
     /Janelle Campeau 
 8:00 am Corrine Ort/Jeanne Makela 
 10:00 am Children’s Choir/Julie Gruber 
     /Jeanne Makela 

ATTENTION MINISTERS 
 For the sake of the Christmas liturgies, please 
double-check when you are scheduled for the various 
ministries, in order for the smooth flow of these more 
complex Masses. Thank you! 

 

K. of C. Council #5551 News  
December 27 - General Meeting  

January 3 - Blood Drive  
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Monarch Meadows Giving Tree - THANK YOU! 
 Students and 
Catechists donated 
$143.00 to the Giving 
Tree at Monarch 
Meadows.  Yvonne Lager 
was pleased with the 
amount as there are several new people who will be 
moving in before Christmas. Thank you to all who 
donated! You have the true spirit of Christmas in your 
heart! 

Community Meal Helpers  
 Each week, we will ask parents to donate specific 
things to the Community Meal.  We will go by grade level. 
 Our hope is to get everyone involved in the Religious 
Education of our young people! Thank you to parents who 
have donated!  
January 9th - 11th Grade; January 16th - 10th Grade; 
January 23th - 9th Grade; January 30th - 8th Grade  
 You can sign up here:  https://goo.gl/1Uruf8    

Upcoming Dates 
 December 26th - No Class 
 January 2nd - No Class  
 January 9th - Classes resume:  Community Meal 4:45 

pm - 6:00 pm; On the menu: TBD; RE Classes; 6:00 pm- 
7:10 pm  

Youth Group News 
Next Youth Group meeting - In the New Year!  

Council of Catholic Women News 

 Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! Thank you to all 
the C.C.W. women who donated to our recent Bake Sale. 
Thank you also to Kathy Jo who baked all the T-rings. We 
made a wonderful profit of $1,352.65 after our expenses. 
And of course, thank you to all the parishioners who 
supported our bake sale a couple weeks ago! 

 

2018 ECHO FOOD SHELF COLLECTION 

Total Received To Date for 2018: $3,520.55 

Total Amount Collected: $16,220.55 

*This collection started in March 2017 

The Week Ahead 

Sunday, December 23rd: Fourth Sunday of Advent  
      11:00 am - Baptism - Westberg 
      *1:00 pm – Individual Sacrament of Reconciliation  
(*Father will remain in the confessional as long as there are penitents. 
Please enter through the main doors or the handicapped entrance.)  
Monday, December 24th: Advent Weekday  
       3:35 pm – Carols 
 4:00 pm – Vigil Mass of Christmas  
  - The living & deceased members of the Arnie & 
     Eileen Wadekamper Family  
 9:30 pm – Carols with the Holy Rosary Choir 
 10:00 pm – Solemn Night Mass of Christmas   
                              - William & Bertha van de Crommert† 
Tuesday, December 25th: THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD  
     Parish Office Closed - Merry Christmas! 
 7:40 am – Carols 
      8:00 am– Christmas Day Mass - Norb & Ruth Gag† 
      9:40 am– Carols 
      10:00 am – Christmas Day Mass  
  -People of the Parish  
Wednesday, December 26th: Saint Stephen, The First 
Martyr  

      Parish Office Closed 
      No Mass at Oak Terrace 
      1:00 pm - 4:00 pm – Sewing Group (Lower Level PC) 

Thursday, December 27th: Saint John, Apostle and 
Evangelist  
      8:05 am – Rosary 
      8:30 am – Mass  - Merle Braam† 
     7:30 pm - K of C General Meeting (Church Lower Level) 
Friday, December 28th: The Holy Innocents, Martyrs  
      9:15 am – Parishioners’ Breakfast at Perkins 
      11:00 am  – Mass at Good Counsel  
  - William & Bertha van de Crommert† 
Saturday, December 29th: Fifth Day within the Octave 
of the Nativity of the Lord  
      4:30 pm – Sacrament of Reconciliation 
      4:30 pm – Rosary 
      5:00 pm – Mass - People of the Parish 
Sunday, December 30th: THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, 
MARY AND JOSEPH  
      7:30 am – Rosary 
      8:00 am – Mass - Wally Molitor†        
      9:30 am – Rosary 
      10:00 am – Mass - Lorraine Farm† 

Thank You! 
Many thanks to you for all of your generosity that you 

have shown to me at the time of Christmas with your 
personal gifts, treats and monetary gifts. While the gifts 
are wonderful, I treasure even more the sentiment 
behind them. When things slow down, I will start writing 
some final Christmas cards as well as thank you notes. If I 
should accidently have an oversight, and not thank you 
personally, please know my sincere and profound thanks 
and gratitude goes out to you. Thank you for your gifts! 
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Prayers and support for all of our sick and injured 
of Holy Rosary Parish 

Our prayers go out to all of the sick and injured in our 
parish who are at home, in the hospital, nursing homes or 
assisted-living residences. May God bless them and keep 
them under His guidance and protection!   

For Those Who Are Ill & Special Needs 
Judith Neitge, Dean & Julie Mettler, Juliette Shamp, Ruth 

Baker, Chuck Frost, Eleanor Wittrock, Pat Roemildt, Donna 
Peterson, Loren (Hank) Weber, Eldon Marks, Laurice 
Telshaw, Arnie & Eileen Wadekamper, Brenda Burger, Mary 
Kelly, Donald Theissen, Molly Viehweg, Karen Etzell, Esther 
Zellmer, Pat Browman, Mary McVicker, Francis Neubert, 
Renee Cramer, Bob Manwarren, Rihanna Flynn, Lois Kodet, 
Cyril Windschitl, Gerald Gulden, Thomas Schmoll, Marge 
Grausam, Ellen Amsden, Saley Pin, Sherry Henrickson, Steve 
Drummer, Jim Levandowski 

For Our Families 
Monday Joe Molski 
Tuesday Andrew & Nicole Bear  
Wednesday Kevin & Misty Thompson   
Thursday Thomas & Judy Simonsen  
Friday Gary & Marlene Peterson  
Saturday William & Lori Schumacher 
Sunday  Patrick & Wanda Hull  

For Those in the Military 
Nick Blace Matt McGraw William Backes 
Jared Hiniker Christopher Schmidt  Ben Barsness 
Dana Schiller Anna Drummer Timothy Eick  
Mark Hansen  

Prayer Chain 

 If you have a short term prayer request or 
prayer of thanksgiving for our prayer chain to pray 
for, please call Teresa Kolstad at 327-9810.   

Home Visitation: If you wish to have yourself or a loved 
one receive the sacraments, Holy Communion or a personal 
pastoral visit, please call our coordinator, Lorraine Klaseus at 
507-388-4932 

This Week’s Readings 
Mon: Morning: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Lk 1:67-79  
Tues: Vigil: Is 62:1-5/Acts 13:16-17, 22-25/Mt 1:1-25 or 1:18-
25 Night: Is 9:1-6/Ti 2:11-14/Lk 2:1-14 Dawn: Is 62:11-12/Ti 3:4-
7/Lk 2:15-20 Day: Is 52:7-10/Heb 1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14  
Wed: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/Mt 10:17-22  
Thurs:
Fri: 1 Jn 1:5—2:2/Mt 2:13-18  
Sat: 1 Jn 2:3-11/Lk 2:22-35  
Sun: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14/Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17/Lk 2:41-52 or, 

for Year C, 1 Sm 1:20-22, 24-28/1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24/Lk 
2:41-52 

Lord, Hear Our Prayers Stewardship Corner 
 

Diocesan United Fund (D.U.F.), Diocesan Priest Pension 
Fund/ Medical, Care Comp Ins, Priest Care Fund, & Audit:                                    
 Pd. to Date: $36,231.06 
 Goal: $80,676.59 
 

Annual Diocesan Ministries Appeal (D.M.A.):  
 Rec’d. to Date: $9,510.00 
 Goal:   $36,703.88 
  

Loyola Catholic School Assessment: 
 Pd. to Date: $85,000.00  
 Goal: $198,216.66 
 

Total Paid to Date 2018-19: $130,741.06 
Apostolate Stewardship 2018-19: $315,597.13 

 This week we contributed as a parish the amount of 
$5,000.00 towards our Loyola stewardship commitment. 
With this most recent contribution, we are not only ahead 
in our Diocesan commitment but most especially with our 
Catholic School commitment from a year ago by some 
$11,000.00. Our Diocesan commitment is ahead of last 
year’s payments by $20,000.00. Therefore, we are 
noticeably ahead of our two primary stewardship 
commitments from last year by some $31,000.00. It is 
through your continued generosity that we are able to 
move forward in our stewardship commitments to the 
Diocese and our area Catholic School commitment. Thank 
you for your gifts!  

 
This Week’s Sanctuary Light Intention: 

Special Intention of Ruth Fitterer 

Catholic School - 

Christmas Second Collection! 
I know! I know! No good Catholic likes a second 

collection! But you have to give us a little credit. Presently, 
we still need to pay in financial support to Loyola in this 
Fiscal Year of 2018-2019 of  more than $113,000.00! In the 
past few years this “second collection” has brought in 
around $2,000.00. Please make use of the envelope that is 
enclosed with this week’s bulletin. Everything that we collect 
will go straight to our Catholic School and reduce our 
needed goal. Please be as generous as your heart will allow! 
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Welcome to Holy Rosary!   
Are you new to the area or would like to 

join Holy Rosary parish? Just go to 
holyrosarynorthmankato.com/membership-
registration and download the registration 
forms to fill out. You can also simply send us 
your contact information via an easy-to-use form and we will 
mail you a hard copy of those forms. Come join our growing 
Holy Rosary parish family!  

All of us at Loyola wish you a Merry Christmas and a 
blessed new year. We are grateful for your faithful 
support. 

Learn about Loyola Catholic School...visit 
www.loyolacatholicschool.org  Contact Angela Casteel at 
acasteel@loyolacatholicschool.org or call 388-0615 to 
schedule family tours. 

Please prayerfully consider a planned gift to Loyola 
Catholic School when choosing where to leaving your 
legacy. 
 Save the Date!   
 January 28th -  Catholic School’s Week Mass at 10:00 
am at Holy Rosary Parish. 

Christmas Baskets for area families and donations 
for Mankato Birthright were presented and blessed at 
Mass on Wednesday. 

Want to volunteer? Call us at 388-0600! 
THANK YOU to all who send us Box Tops for 

Education, Hy-Vee receipts, and Milk Moola labels.   
Your parish support makes all we do, learn, and 

celebrate at Loyola possible.   

FlockNote 
  The time has come! We have 
officially launched our new 
communication system, Flocknote, 
for Holy Rosary Parish. If you would like to join this easy, 

convenient chain of communication please text the 
word “HolyRosary” to the number, 84576.  
 This will be used for reminders, cancellations, and 
other important notifications from Holy Rosary. Please 
consider joining!  

Regarding Mass Intentions 
 We are in particular need for Mass intentions for 
Father when he offers a private Mass on his day off, as 
well as for Masses to be said at the Nursing home/
Assisted Living residences. If you are willing to help in 
this area of spiritual stewardship, it would be greatly 
appreciated. Thank you so much!   

Back by Popular Demand! 

“Taste of the Nations” 
 Mark your calendars for, 
Saturday, February 16th, 2019! 
 Because of the abundant 
support from you, our members of 
this parish, for our first ever “Taste of the Nations” last 
year, it gives the committee great pleasure to announce 
that we are going to try “Taste of the Nations” #2. 
 Thanks to everyone who came last year, and 
enjoyed the evenings event, we hope that this year’s 
“Taste of the Nations” will exceed your expectations. 
Share the good news with family & friends. Stay tuned 
for more details. 

Thank You, Thank You! 
It is with grateful hearts the Social 

Concerns Committee thanks all of you 
who took a card from the tree in the 
back of church, and shopped for a gift 
for our Adopt-A-Family of 5. Your 
response was so incredibly 
generous! To all of you who 
participated in any way; by taking a card, praying for the 
family, shopping and delivering a gift, or holding them in 
your heart, we can't thank you enough.  

When we delivered the gifts to be collected, the 
Nicollet County worker was so very thankful, and 
expressed the same feelings on the part of the Mom and 
the 4 children who will receive the gifts. We wish all of 
you a very Happy and Blessed Christmas! 

http://www.loyolacatholicschool.org
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Worship Committee Meeting Minutes 

Holy Rosary Catholic Church 

November 12, 2018 

 The Holy Rosary Worship Committee was called to 
order on Monday, November 12th, 2018, in Conference 
Room 1. The majority of the members were present. The 
meeting began with prayer that was led by Father. The 
past minutes of the September 21st meeting were 
approved as read, as well as the agenda for the November 
meeting.  
 Pastor’s Report: Father reported that the committee is  
meeting the day after the 4th Annual November Fest(ival). 
It was a prosperous day both in terms of stewardship as 
well as spiritually with our annual “Blue Grass Mass”, with 
the band from Willmar. Mass attendance was pretty much 
equal to last year with nearly a full church. Father has 
heard a number of favorable comments regarding our fall 
decorations in the church proper. It appears that no one 
has concerns that we have gone largely artificial.  
         We are now heading into the busy liturgical time of 
year as we anticipate the seasons of Advent and 
Christmas. We continue to work on the church in terms of 
repairs and updates, with another proposal for the 
Worship Committee to review this evening. Father 
continues to be grateful for the pro-active Worship 
Committee that the parish has in place and to thank them 
in advance for the environmental work that lies in store as 
we head into the month of November and December.  
 Old Business: Front Entrance: Progress continues to 
be made in the areas of stewardship for our front entrance 
of the church, that is tentatively being planned for 
construction sometime in 2019. On September 17th, the 
total designated monies came to $52,977.26. As of 
November 12th, the total monies have come to 
$55,627.26, or an increase of $2,650.00. Father will be 
sending out an appeal letter to all of the registered 
members during the Advent season. Pictorial Directory: 
The pictorial directory is nearly completed and will be sent 
in soon. The book is anticipated to arrive and be in the 
hands of the people in the early part of 2019. New 
Membership: Three additional members agreed to join 
the Worship Committee, but were not in attendance at 
this November meeting. Church Stairwells: The church 
stairwells are nearly completed at this time. The terrazzo 
flooring has been all polished and restored at the cost of 
$11,500.00. All that remains is the installation of two new 
light fixtures for the north and south entrances. Father is 
in search of just the right fixtures that would fit in these 
spaces. All Soul’s Day Mass- 10:00 am: There was a very 
good turn-out for the All Soul’s Mass of family members 
for all those that have died from our parish over the past 
12 months. Some 75%-80% of those that lost a loved one 

processed up after Holy Communion in the lighted-candle 
ceremony. This has become a well-established annual 
liturgy in our parish. November Fest Mass:  Again, the 
attendance was as strong as in years past. The church was 
nearly full and the faithful enjoy the band’s presence each 
year. Church Cleaning Completed/ Repair and Maintenance 
Updates: A great deal of basic repairs and maintenance 
have again been completed on the church from pew 
cleaning to carpet cleaning. As stated previously, the 
stairwells were in desperate need of attention and have 
been restored and repaired. Fall Decoration: Many 
favorable comments were heard involving the fall 
decoration. (*No pumpkins were harmed in the decorating 
of the church as all produce was artificial and will be 
recycled and reused again as in past years.) Some of the 
flowers and plants were however, real. New grapevine 
wreaths will be sought out, as the present wreaths are old, 
tired and need to be replaced. Perry could perhaps have 
new, larger ones made next year in 2019. Holy Water 
Bottles: The faithful continue to pick up holy water bottles 
and the supplier and stock were reviewed. Walmart would 
be a place to find inexpensive plastic bottles. Confessional 
Doors: The confessional doors were reviewed. The 
purpose of their installation is to provide a safe 
environment for both the penitent and the priest. The 
doors look very natural and were very well done. They 
appear as if they have always been this way. 
       New Business: Advent/ Christmas Environment:  
Advent environment was discussed. The debate to take or 
leave St. Francis up, as well as the large wooden cross was 
also discussed, among other issues. Flowers for Advent and 
Christmas were addressed, and it was decided to look for a 
supplier that would provide flowers that have a longer life 
span. Last year’s flowers for Christmas were beginning to 
fail on arrival. Lorraine will check where other parishes in 
the area are finding their flowers and report back to 
Father. Most of the Christmas environment will remain the 
same as in the past years. There is a need for used 
Christmas trees as the present used ones around the crib 
are in very bad shape. Father will post a need for used 
Christmas trees in the parish bulletin. Dates and times 
were set for decorating. Two days were set aside for 
decorating if more time was needed than one evening. The 
4th Sunday of Advent and Christmas Eve are separated by 
only one day. So, the 4th Sunday will be an environmental 
transition between Advent and Christmas. Ecumenical 
Prayer Service for Thanksgiving: Holy Rosary will be 
hosting this event. Father will be leading the service with 
assistance from the other ministers from North Mankato. 
The programs will be prepared by Father and the parish 
office. A reception will be held following the service. 
Volunteers will be needed to welcome and to serve. The 
Social Concerns will be overseeing the details of this event. 
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Opened Before Christmas 
Perhaps one could 

consider it a gift to the 
parish that was given 
and opened before the 
Feast of Christmas. In 
discussion with the 
Worship Committee, we 
reached consensus to re
-do the wooden doors 
that are at the front entrance, leading into the church 
nave. What we expected turned out to be true. The 
introduction of glass in these 70-year-old doors added 
more light into the vestibule, updated the look of the 
doors, and blended in beautifully with the mid-century 
look. Of any project that has been taken on in the last 
four years, last weekend many compliments were 
extended. Thank you for that. The carpenter that worked 
on these doors discovered that they are solid poplar 
wood with oak veneers. (Sorry, but these doors are not 
solid oak as many have claimed.) With the work on these 
doors completed, we conclude any repair and 
improvement projects for a while on the church and our 
parish facility, provided that nothing breaks or burns or is 
flooded. We are slowly starting to catch up on some of 
the most needed repairs and replacements. It is because 
of your great stewardship that we are able to start on 
some of these necessary projects. As always, thank you 
for your generous hearts. 

Blessings at Christmas 
As we are about to enter into one of 

the most solemn of celebrations of the 
Incarnation of the Almighty through the 
celebration of the anniversary of the birth 
of the Savior of the world in Bethlehem; on 
behalf of the parish staff of Holy Rosary, 
and myself as pastor, I want to wish each and everyone of 
you the most blessed of Christmases as you gather with 
your family and your friends. May the New Year ahead, of 
2018, be one that is both Holy and Happy and Healthy. 
Blessing and best wishes to you all!  

Liturgical Calendars 

As we celebrate the Christmas season and 
extend gifts to family and loved ones; here at 
Holy Rosary, we also offer again, on behalf of 
our benefactors, a liturgical calendar to keep track of the 
liturgical seasons, feasts and Holy Days of Obligation 
throughout the course of the year. Calendars will be 
available at all of the entrances at all of the Christmas Eve 
and Christmas Day Masses, as long as the supplies last. 
Merry Christmas!  

Thank You – Penance Service  
Thank you to all of you 

who took the time this past 
Sunday afternoon to come 
and celebrate the 
Sacrament of Penance. This 
is an important part of our 
spiritual development. It 
was so nice to see such a good attendance at Holy Rosary. 
God will reward you for your spiritual sacrifices. With the 
four priests in attendance, we heard confessions after the 
penance service for an hour, Not bad! On Wednesday 
evening I heard confessions for nearly two hours. May 
this sacrament bring spiritual joy to all who came to 
confess their sins. God will reward you for your spiritual 
sacrifices.  

Parish Penance Service: Father has found it difficult to find 
the right date, time and confessors to cover the two annual 
Penance Services. At the last Deanery meeting Father 
secured several priests from the Diocese of New Ulm that 
have agreed to come and to help on Sunday, December 16, 
2018, at 1:00 pm. Server Appreciation Party: A server party 
has usually been scheduled during the Advent season as a 
pre-Christmas party for the students and appreciation for 
their service. The parish has presently, some 35 altar 
servers. Dates and times for this appreciation party were 
discussed. It was suggested that the event would be held 
on Wednesday during the second half of Faith Formation 
classes. Cathy, the Faith Formation director, would be 
asked if this would be possible for a stronger attendance. 
Welcome Packets for New Parishioners: A new packet has 
been prepared that has been updated from the packet that 
had been presented in the past. The past packets 
contained material that was out-of-date. The new packets 
look much more professional and contemporary. Gratitude 
goes out to the parish staff for completing this project. 
Entrance Doors: Father concluded the meeting by asking 
the Worship Committee’s thoughts to remove the wooden 
doors and install glass in them. One member of the 
committee expressed concern regarding the cost and if the 
parish had sufficient monies. Father indicated that the 
materials and labor would be around $1,500.00 and would 
be manageable for the parish to cover. The full consensus 
was to proceed then, as the committee was pleased with 
the doors that are presently on the confessional. Father 
stated that he would hope to have the doors updated on or 
before the start of the celebration of Christmas.  
 There being no further business, the meeting 
concluded with prayer. The next scheduled meeting for the 
Holy Rosary Worship Committee has been set for January. 


