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I suppose we are all guilty 
of “seeking our strength in 
flesh”. While Americans may 
be deficient in many areas in 
terms of our behavior, one 
place where we excel from our 
other brothers and sisters of 
the western hemisphere, is that we are hard workers. The 
average American works 25% more than our European 
neighbors. In short, that comes to an additional 258 hours of 
work hours more than those living in Europe. In just five 
years, this would equal 1,290 hours or an additional 32 
weeks working 40 hours a week, 8 hours a day. 

I grew up with a strong work ethic from my European 
parents. We worked from 8:00 am to 9:00 pm most days 
throughout the summer on the farm. When we came home 
from a full day of school, there were still chores to do, and 
maybe some additional work after supper. When I was 
attending St. John’s University, I remember many nights 
throughout the semester studying in the university library 
until it closed at midnight. Even these last days when the 
winter has been waging war with the schedule, my work 
continues, (although I am catching up), as again tonight I will 
be at it until 10:00 pm or so at this computer. 

Both my parents were hard workers with my Father in 
the field many times with the headlights on late at night 
doing tillage or harvesting. It was rare for my Mother in her 
prime that she would sit down in an easy chair in the 
evening. She was either sewing, ironing or doing some other 
household task. She also suffered in her prime from many 
headaches. I always boasted until recently that I never really 
knew what it was like to have a headache. Now, these last 
couple of years and most especially these past weeks, I have 
been sharing my Mother’s condition at about the same age. 
Since mid-November this year, there has been too many late 
nights. So much of my work is what I am doing right now, 
writing and composing such as this week’s Quill and the 
Cloth, various articles, minutes, correspondence, 
administrative forms, and most of all those endless homilies 
for funerals or for any particular weekend. There are many 

ways to cut corners when it comes to writing a sermon of 
any sort, but you would hear it; just as you would taste the 
difference between boxed mashed potatoes and homemade 
mashed potatoes. 

So, after enough faithful and friends have said, “Take a 
few days off”, and Fr. Joe Fogal had a free weekend, I 
thought I would make an unplanned escape for a few days 
to visit one of my classmates at his parish. Just not being on 
call or coming up with another homily, is pretty freeing and 
relaxing. 

The great spiritual fruit of the priesthood and the work 
of a pastor is preaching the Word of God. I know there are a 
good number of souls who think preaching would be 
remarkably easy, or that it appears easy, but it is hard 
mental and spiritual work for me. Trying to say something 
fresh, new and interesting in a little time frame based on 
readings that people have heard their entire lifetime, is 
nothing short of intimidating.  

The hard work of preaching the Word of God permeates 
this weekend’s readings. In the First Reading from the Book 
of the Prophet Jeremiah, we are  reminded of the Good 
News that the source of the prophet’s words and message is 
not based on human inspiration but on holy inspiration, not 
from listening to others but rather through our listening to 
the Lord and the Almighty.  

In the Second Reading from St. Paul to the Corinthians, 
St. Paul begins immediately by speaking about the important 
ministry of preaching. But St. Paul indirectly points out that 
preaching is far more than a pile of words that are spoken to 
the people; but when we preach, we are to speak in a 
systematic and logical way. Listen again to the practical and 
logical words of this loyal follower of Jesus, St. Paul: “…If 
Christ is preached as raised from the dead, how can some 
among you say there is no resurrection of the dead? If the 
dead are not raised, neither has Christ been raised, and if 
Christ has not been raised, your faith is vain; you are still in 
your sins.”  Both powerful and very practical words. 

Scripture scholars claim that that the sermon that Jesus 
gives, namely the Sermon on the Mount, is arguably the 
greatest sermon or homily that has ever been given on 
earth. If for no other reason, it is a great sermon because it 
is remarkably short and concise. Yet, in keeping with St. 
Paul’s words, Christ possesses a logic and reasoning that is 
far beyond the human condition with its logic and reasoning 
and is so divinely holy as He speaks as the Lord and the 
Redeemer. Each line is a sermon onto itself: “Blessed are you 
who are poor, for the kingdom of heaven is yours.” 

Of all of the work of our Lord over His three year 
ministry before His death and resurrection, what the Lord 
did the most was not miracles but instead teaching and 
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 “Cursed is the one who trusts in human beings, who 
seeks his strength in flesh, whose heart turns away from the 
Lord.”                   -Book of the Prophet Jeremiah 
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“the quill and the cloth” continued... 

Our Gifts to God & Holy Rosary 

Adult Contributions $4,341.00 
Electronic Giving $3,354.53 
Youth Giving $66.65 
Loose Plate $237.00 
Fuel Income $4,120.00 
 
 
 

Weekly Offering Total $12,119.18 
Weekly offering goal is set at $10,300.00 

 

 

 Additional Weekly Income $1,774.00 

Grand Total *$13,893.18 
Total weekly stewardship goal is set at $13,200.00 

Thank you for your gifts of gratitude to God!!! 

Stewardship of Gratitude 

Stewardship Of Gratitude 
 Thank you for your gifts of weekly stewardship. 
Thank you for your gifts that allow us to cover the basic 
expenses of the parish and to maintain our facility. Last 
week we discovered that one of our fuel pumps in 
school went out. The replacement of this pump (which is 
vital for our heating system) will cost $4,500.00 to 
replace. And so it goes! Know that every offering you 
give is greatly appreciated. Thank you for your gifts! 
Stewardship Box: 
        We continue to chip away at our stewardship 
mountain and our commitments to Catholic education 
and the Diocese of New Ulm. This week we paid out 
another $10,000.00 to Loyola and an additional 
$5,000.00 to the Diocese. At this time we are a little bit 
of where we were last year with these two stewardship 
goals. Presently, we are ahead of last year at this time by 
$4,000.00. We are anticipating completing these 
payments well before the fiscal year and then will 
continue to save up for our new room on the former 
1925 building as well as see the completion of the new 
front entrance to the church. As always, thank you so 
much for your great generosity. May God bless you. 

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 
 “ If you do not live what you believe, you will end 
up believing what you live.”  

Fuel Fund 

Thank you to those of you that have 
responded in stewardship faith to our annual 
Fuel Fund drive. Last year the parish spent 
$21,000.00 to heat our facility during the 
heating season at very modest 
temperatures. As we are now in the dead of winter, we are 
spending serious money each day on fuel. To date, this 
heating season we have spent $11,285.00 on fuel. This week 
we took in a total of $4,120.00 for the Fuel Fund. So far, this 
season we have taken in a total of $4,380.00 of our 
$7,000.00 goal. Thank you for anything that you can do. As 
stated elsewhere in this week’s bulletin, the parish was 
forced last week to take on an additional costly repair when 
a heating pump failed and needed to be replaced at the cost 
of $4,500.00. It is all the more imperative that we need to 
raise the $7,000.00 so that we can stay above our budgeted 
needs. As always, thank you for your gifts! 

“Taste of the Nations” Thank You! 
       Let us celebrate! As we go to press, we are down 
to just a handful of tickets that remain. 
This is wonderful, as our tickets sales 
are noticeably higher than last year at 
this time. It is such a fun evening of 
sampling various foods and sharing part of an evening 
with the faithful. I hope you have a great evening 
together! Thank you to all who donated, volunteered 
their time as well as those that bought tickets! May God 
reward you! 

speaking. Even the Lord found the work of public speaking 
taxing as He too took time away to go to a secluded place 
to pray. (As I write this, my office computer is on vacation 
as I brought it in for repair and my hard drive is wore out 
after 4 years.)  I guess all this Good News is even hard on 
my good-old-computer!  So, I too will take off for a few 
days to pray, practice a bit of guitar, and perhaps sleep in a 
bit too. I will be back early next week. Don’t miss me too 
much!  Ha!  Pray that my travels will be safe and free of 
snow and ice. Peace! 

                    
 
 
 
 
       Rev. Paul van de Crommert 
       Pastor 
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Weekend 
Ministry Schedule  

 

February 23rd & 24th 

Lectors: 
 5:00 pm Brian Eggersdorfer  

 8:00 am Dolores Portz 
 10:00 am JoAnn Borchert 

Eucharistic Ministers: 
 5:00 pm Patrick & Wanda Hull  
 8:00 am Gene Brandt & Colleen Campbell 
 10:00 am Maxine Davis & Julie Schoettler 

Altar Servers: 
 5:00 pm Jonathan Hull,  
    Anna & James Voracek (C/B/B)   
 8:00 am Joseph Cullen, Duram & Quinn Kelly 
 10:00 am Hannah Linnes, Andrew Kohrs,  
    Emma Bernard (C/B/B)   

Presentation of Gifts:  
 5:00 pm Confirmandi Family   
 8:00 am Confirmandi Family   
 10:00 am Confirmandi Family   

Ushers: 
 5:00 pm Karen Winters, Julie Bigouette,  
  Tom Rheaume, Mark Weingartz (Head Usher) 

 8:00 am Dean Cullen, Leroy Gappa,  
  Mary & Doug Homan (Head Usher) 
 10:00 am Jim Barker, Isaac Kolstad,  
  Teresa & Blaine Kolstad (Head Usher) 

Rosary Leaders:     

 5:00 pm Ashley Paul  
       8:00 am       Margaret Ayers 
 10:00 am Curt & Donna Stanke  

Music Ministry:          

 5:00 pm Adult Choir/Janelle Campeau 

 8:00 am Corinne Ort/Vicki Galli 
 10:00 am Lori Christiansen/Jeanne Makela 

Money Handlers:          

 5:00 pm Patrick & Wanda Hull  

 8:00 am Dolores Portz 
 10:00 am Terri Carroll 

Money Counters - February 2019: Arlyce Anderson,  

   Bill Fasnacht, Shirleen Gulden, Jan Nelson  

Bulletin Folders - February 2019: Barb Wegscheid,  

Marge Gausam, Mary Bliss, Maxine Davis, Rita Townsend 

 

Collected this Week:            
Rec’d. to Date:    
Goal:  

    $20.00 
 $68,921.26 
$156,000.00 

Stepping Up in Faith 

 
K. of C. Council #5551 News  

February 28 -  General Meeting 

Young Adult Catholics - Mankato 
 YAC-Mankato exists to form young 
adults (20s, 30s, married, single, 
children, or no children) into intentional 
disciples of Jesus Christ by giving 
parishes the tools to build, maintain, 
and grow a young adult community. 

Rescheduled due to Weather on 2/7/19 
Disciples’ Night: Thursday, February 21st, Mass 5:30pm, 

Dinner 6:00pm, Talk 7:00pm 
Location: Holy Rosary Catholic Church 

Speaker: Fr. Ryan Adorian, Diocese of Joliet 
Topic: As humans, our identity is based on the fact that 

we are made in the image and likeness of God. In this 
three part series, we will breakdown what it means to 

bear God’s image particularly as it relates to human 
sexuality.  Three speakers with very different backgrounds 
will help each of us believe, understand, and live bearing 

the image of God. Fr. Ryan Adorian will speak on Wonder, 
Desire, and Human Longing in part one of this series.  
Cost: The cost of dinner/talk is $10.00 with an RSVP, 

$15.00 without an RSVP. If you are not eating dinner, the 
cost of the talk is $5.00. 

RSVP by February 17th via Facebook or email 
mankatoyac@gmail.com 

www.facebook.com/YACmankato 
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Wednesday Night Community Meals 
 The Community Meal is for ALL Parishioners. Please 
join us for our Wednesday night Simple Meals! They are 
open to all parishioners! It is great to see families come 
before Religious Ed classes start! We serve from 4:45 pm - 
6:00 pm. On the menu for February 20: Pizza  

Community Meal Helpers  
 Each week, we will ask parents to donate specific 
things to the Community Meal.  We will go by grade level. 
February 20 - 5th Grade; February 27 - 4th Grade;  
March 6 - No Community Meal; March 13 - 3rd Grade  
 Please contact Cathy by email or at 345-6765 to 
donate items: 
*Desserts, Beverages (milk, water, juice) 
*Time - to help serve & clean up 

Ash Wednesday is March 6th 
 Wednesday, March 6th is Ash 
Wednesday.  As in past years, we 
will have classes at 4:30 pm and 
7:30 pm.  Classes will meet in the 
church and sit together for Ash 
Wednesday Mass.   
 

Upcoming Dates 
 February 17 - Tubing with the Youth Group 
 February 20 - Community Meal 4:45 pm - 6:00 pm; On 

the menu: Pizza; RE Classes; 6:00 pm - 7:10 pm;  
 February 27—Community Meal 4:45—6:00 pm; On 

the menu:  TBD; RE Classes:  6:00—7:10 pm; 
 March 2—Confirmation Practice 10:00  

am;  Confirmation Mass 5:00 pm 
 March 6—Ash Wednesday—Class Masses 4:30 pm or 

7:30 pm.  

Youth Group News 
 Next youth meeting is February 20th for 
Lightening.  

The Week Ahead 

Monday, February 18th: Weekday  
      No Morning Mass at Holy Rosary 
Tuesday, February 19th: Weekday 
      No Mass at Holy Rosary 
Wednesday, February 20th: Weekday 
      9:15 am - Mass at Oak Terrace - Arlo Sandvig† 
      1:00 pm - 4:00 pm – Sewing Group (Lower Level PC) 

      4:45 pm - 6:00 pm – Holy Rosary Community Meal  
  (School Cafeteria) - Menu: Pizza 

      5:00 pm - 5:45 pm – Children’s Choir Practice (School) 
      6:00 pm - 7:10 pm –  Rel. Ed. Classes  
Thursday, February 21st: Weekday (Saint Peter Damian, 
Bishop and Doctor of the Church)  
      8:05 am – Rosary 
      8:30 am – Mass - The Mankato Rooney Family 
      5:30 pm - Young Adult Mass & Disciple Night  
      *All parishioners are invited to the Mass 
Friday, February 22nd: The Chair of Saint Peter the 
Apostle  
      10:15 - Mass at Monarch Meadows—Dale McConnell†  
Saturday, February 23rd: Saint Polycarp, Bishop and 
Martyr  
      4:30 pm – Sacrament of Reconciliation 
      4:30 pm – Rosary 
      5:00 pm – Mass - Jan Schmidt† 
Sunday, February 24th: 7th Sunday in Ordinary Time   
      7:30 am – Rosary 
      8:00 am – Mass - People of the Parish 
      9:30 am – Rosary 
      10:00 am – Mass - Clarence Schmitz† 
      1:00 pm - RCIA 

 
This Week’s Sanctuary Light Intention: 

Laddie Junkunc† 

Birthright Raffle 

It is again time for the Knights of 
Columbus to co-sponsor its annual 
Benefit for Birthright Ticket Raffle. 
Tickets are available at the parish 
office or by calling David Mutch at 
387-5406. The cost of a book of 6 tickets is $6.00. There are 
5 prizes ranging in value from $50.00-$250.00.  

Pasta with the Padres is Coming! 
The 12th Annual “Pasta with the 

Padres” fundraiser for ECHO Food Shelf, 
sponsored by the four Mankato are 
Catholic Churches, will be held at St. 
Joseph the Worker Catholic Church on 
Sunday, March 10th from 4:00 - 7:00 
pm. We will need a lot of helpers again 
this year with both the dinner and the 
Silent Auction. Sign up sheets will be in 
the church entries. Please sign up to 
help and then plan to attend. It’s a lot of fun!  
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Prayers and support for all of our sick and injured 
of Holy Rosary Parish 

Our prayers go out to all of the sick and injured in our 
parish who are at home, in the hospital, nursing homes or 
assisted-living residences. May God bless them and keep 
them under His guidance and protection!   

For Those Who Are Ill & Special Needs 
Judith Neitge, Ruth Baker, Chuck Frost, Eleanor 

Wittrock, Pat Roemildt, Loren (Hank) Weber, Laurice 
Telshaw, Arnie & Eileen Wadekamper, Mary Kelly, Donald 
Theissen, Molly Viehweg, Karen Etzell, Esther Zellmer, Mary 
McVicker, Bob Manwarren, Rihanna Flynn, Lois Kodet, Ellen 
Amsden, Sherry Henrickson, Steve Drummer, Jim 
Levandowski, Marion Giefer, Ardith Giroux, Pat Thiele, 
Bonnie Varuska, Joan Karpinksy, George Ernst, Ruth Fitterer 

For Our Families 
Monday Jaye & Cathy Davidoski 
Tuesday Donna Schmidt  
Wednesday Kristin Fallenstien 
Thursday Helen Dehen  
Friday Patrick Zenk 
Saturday Benjamin Reichel  
Sunday  Maria McBreen 

For Those in the Military 
Nick Blace Matt McGraw William Backes 
Jared Hiniker Christopher Schmidt  Ben Barsness 
Dana Schiller Anna Drummer Timothy Eick  
Mark Hansen  

Prayer Chain 
 If you have a short term prayer request or prayer of 
thanksgiving for our prayer chain to pray for, please call 
Teresa Kolstad at 327-9810.   

Home Visitation: If you wish to have yourself or a loved 
one receive the sacraments, Holy Communion or a personal 
pastoral visit, please call our coordinator, Lorraine Klaseus at 
507-388-4932 

This Week’s Readings 
Mon: Gn 4:1-15, 25/Mk 8:11-13  
Tues: Gn 6:5-8; 7:1-5, 10/Mk 8:14-21  
Wed: Gn 8:6-13, 20-22/Mk 8:22-26  
Thurs:
Fri: 1 Pt 5:1-4/Mt 16:13-19  
Sat: Heb 11:1-7/Mk 9:2-13  
Sun: 1 Sm 26:2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-23/1 Cor 15:45-49/Lk 6:27-38 

Lord, Hear Our Prayers Stewardship Corner 
 

Diocesan United Fund (D.U.F.), Diocesan Priest Pension 
Fund/ Medical, Care Comp Ins, Priest Care Fund, & Audit:                                    
 Pd. to Date: $47,648.20 
 Goal: $80,676.59 
 

Annual Diocesan Ministries Appeal (D.M.A.):  
 Rec’d. to Date: $15,130.00 
 Goal:   $36,703.88 
  

Loyola Catholic School Assessment: 
 Pd. to Date: $148,000.00  
 Goal: $198,216.66 
 

Total Paid to Date 2018-19: $210,778.20 

Apostolate Stewardship 2018-19: $315,597.13 

  This week Holy Rosary paid out another $15,000.00 
towards our stewardship commitment goal with $5,000.00 
going to the Diocese and $10,000 to Loyola. With the 
faithful stewards that you are, we are surely working 
towards completing our goal! As soon as our commitments 
are payed off we will be able to focus our stewardship 
efforts to our own parish projects here at Holy Rosary. 
Thank you for your generosity!  

Welcome to Holy Rosary!   
Are you new to the area or would like to 

join Holy Rosary parish? Just go to 
holyrosarynorthmankato.com/membership-
registration and download the registration 
forms to fill out. You can also simply send us 
your contact information via an easy-to-use form and we will 
mail you a hard copy of those forms. Come join our growing 
Holy Rosary parish family!  

Stay with Me, Remain Here with Me:  
A Lenten Online Interactive Retreat on Prayer 

On March 6th through April 
20th, take time to deepen your 
relationship with God this Lenten 
season using reflection materials 
provided by Sr. Sandra Weinke, 
SSND. Deepen your personal reflection and prayer by 
meeting weekly, by Skype, phone or in-person, with a 
School Sister of Notre Dame as a spiritual companion. 
Register by February 25th at  https://ssnd.org/events/
online-lenten-retreat/ or contact Sr. Stephanie Spandl 
at sspandl@ssnd.org or 651-278-4498. 
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Box-Tops & Milk Moola Labels  
If you would like to help out our local 

Catholic School of Loyola, please save your 
Milk Moola caps, box tops for education, 
and also your Hy-Vee Receipts and bring 
them into the parish office or there are small baskets in 
the church entrances. Any donation helps. Thank you!  

Over 200 students will unite in song as choirs from 
Mankato East, West, and Loyola High Schools and the 
Mankato Children's Chorus join musical forces for a 
collaborative Draw the Circle Wide concert. The concert 
will be held February 24 at 7:30 pm at Saints Peter and 
Paul Catholic Church, 105 N. 5th Street and will benefit The 
REACH and the Quentin Shevy family. Free will donation 
will be accepted. 

February is I Love to Read Month! Loyola will be 
celebrating with dress up days, spontaneous drop 
everything and read moments, and we will be hosting a 
Family Reading Night on February 20, 6:00 -8:00 pm. 

Learn about Loyola Catholic School...visit 
www.loyolacatholicschool.org  Contact Angela Casteel at 
acasteel@loyolacatholicschool.org or call 388-0615 to 
schedule family tours. 

Preschool registration for Loyola families is now open. 
There is limited availability! Contact us!  

Please prayerfully consider a planned gift to Loyola 
Catholic School when choosing where to leaving your 
legacy. 
 Save the Date!   
 March 8th: Family Tour/Shadow Day. Come for a tour 
or have your child spend part or all of the day with us!   
 March 19th: Kindergarten Round-Up, 6:00 pm 
 April 1st: Kindergarten Round-Up,  6:00 pm; High 
School Information Night, 7:30pm; geared toward current 
7th and 8th graders and their parents, but open to anyone 
interested in high school at Loyola.  

Want to volunteer? Call us at 388-0600! 
THANK YOU to all who send us Box Tops for 

Education, Hy-Vee receipts, and Milk Moola labels.   
Your parish support makes all we do, learn, and 

celebrate at Loyola possible.   
Leading through Faith, Academic Excellence, and 

Service. 

Council of Catholic Women News 

 The next Holy  Rosary 
C.C.W. meeting will be 
Monday, March 4th at 
6:30 pm in conference room 1.  

Women’s Retreat - “Faith & Trust” 

When: Saturday, March 16th, 2019; 9:00 am 
– 2:00 pm with registration starting at 8:30 
am 

Sister Therese Even SSND will be the 
presenter to help us grow in our relationship 
with the Lord. We will concentrate on the Serenity Prayer 
as a way of life. After lunch she will share how Jesus came 
to heal us in every area of our lives.  An opportunity for 
questions will follow.  A $5.00 donation for lunch is 
payable with the RSVP to Holy Rosary Parish Office, 525 
Grant Ave, North Mankato, 387-6501 by March 2nd. 

Homeschool Enrichment Program 
 The St. John Paul II Homeschool 
Enrichment Program will begin its 
Spring Semester on March 8th. We 
meet on Fridays in Mankato, with 
offerings including Art, Open Gym, and Science.  If you 
are interested in participating, please contact Lisa as 
soon as possible at mamaschwam@aol.com or 507-345-
5200. 

“Blades on Broadway” 
The New Ulm Figure 
Skating Club is excited 
to present their 31st 
annual ice skating show, 
“Blades on Broadway” 
on Saturday, February 
23rd at 1:00 pm and 
7:00 pm and Sunday, 

February 24th at 1:00 pm at the New Ulm Civic Center, 
New Ulm, MN. Tickets are $10.00 for adults and $5.00 for 
students and can be purchased at Hy-Vee or at the door. 

St. Patrick’s Day Ham Dinner 
 St. John the Baptist Catholic Church is holding their 
126th Annual St. Patrick’s Day Ham Dinner from 11:00 am - 
1:00 pm on Sunday, March 17, 2019. They will be serving 
baked ham, mashed potatoes & gravy, baked beans, 
potato salad, relishes, jello, rolls, coffee or milk and pie! 
Children even get a free balloon with their meal! The cost 
is $10.00 for adults, $3.00 for K-6th graders, free for 
preschool age and younger. The family maximum is $30.00. 
There will be advance tickets in the St. John’s parish office.   

http://www.loyolacatholicschool.org

