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 Happy Easter! I am writing this column 
on the Monday morning after Easter. With 
the office closed, it is a good day to do 
some spiritual writing both for this column 
and for another funeral service that is 
coming up on Wednesday of this First 
Week of Easter. Pastoral work is never 

finished! But, we have finished Holy Week for 2019! I 
would be dishonest if I did not say that it is a “relief,” that 
it is now in the rear-view mirror. At the same time, I am 
also feeling a more-than-usual sense of “rejoicing” like the 
apostles in today’s Gospel from St. John, ranging from the 
active response of the faithful to the various liturgies of 
Holy Week, to the active participation of the ministries 
ranging from serving, to singing, to setting things up; to the 
tremendous peace I personally felt during all those 
liturgies and what I presently feel right now! God is good! 
 As we enter into this Second Sunday of Easter, since 
the time of Pope John Paul II, it has been referred to as 
Divine Mercy Sunday. It is a Sunday where we concentrate 
on the character of Christ in His great mercy for us, sinners 
though we are at this present time on the earth. 
Traditionally, the Sunday after Easter in many churches is 
also set aside as First Holy Communion Sunday. As a young 
priest I asked older pastors why another great celebration 
should immediately follow after the intensity of Holy 
Week? One very practical pastor said, “Celebrating First 
Holy Communion on the Second Sunday of Easter, has little 
to do with the faith and more with the flowers. The flowers 
in the sanctuary still look good the Second Sunday after 
Easter!”  Sometimes the faith seems to be about the show! 
 Speaking about showing off the spiritual life, in my 
bedroom upstairs, on a side table, I have two hand-carved 
statues of wood that I purchased exactly five years ago, 
while I was studying art in Rome, Italy, for several weeks. 
(*See the photo in this column.) Religious art is a very 
ancient way the Church has “showed off the faith” for 
centuries. One of the classes I was taking in Italy was on 
Franciscan spirituality. Allow me to share with you a great 

story about “showing the faith” in the spirit of this 
weekend’s sacred scriptures where Jesus shows the 
wounds of suffering to St. Thomas; through two other 
great saints of the Church, St. Francis and St. Clare. 
 It seems that everyone knows that St. Francis was a 
lover of nature, but it is less known that St. Francis was also 
the lover of the unnatural death of Christ on the cross. St. 
Francis had such an intense belief in the suffering and 
death of Christ on the Cross that he himself was the first 
saint to develop the “stigmata”, the marks of the cross of 
Christ who showed them to St. Thomas in this weekend’s 
gospel. Allow me to now share with you a story that 
connects St. Francis, the signs of sufferings and another 
saint to this sacred time of First Holy Communion and the 
Holy Eucharist. 
 “The year was 1244, and the Emperor Frederick II of 
Rome was at war with the present pope. The emperor sent 
his armies throughout Italy and planned to attack several 
Catholic communities, including the small town of Assisi. St. 
Clare, (the close communion of St. Francis, who also 
founded a religious order of sisters) was quite ill and 
confined to a bed in her convent. But when news of the 
invading army reached her cell, she asked the priest to 
bring the Eucharist to her in a monstrance – the vessel used 
to hold the Eucharist during Adoration. 
 St. Clare prayed fervently before the Lord. Then, with 
newfound strength, she rose from her bed “armed” only 
with the Lord. As hundreds of trained soldiers began to 
surround the convent and approach its towering walls, St. 
Clare stood on the roof and elevated the monstrance 
containing the Blessed Sacrament. “I beseech thee, Good 
Lord,” she prayed, “protect these whom now I am not able 
to protect!” 
 At that moment, the invaders stopped dead in their 
tracks, and their faces became almost ghostly white. As if 
they had been struck by lightning, the soldiers fell back 
from the walls and left the sisters in peace.” 
 The story of this great St. Clare illustrates two profound 
truths with regards to the Holy Eucharist! 1.)  The Holy 
Eucharist gives is strength in the time of stress. 2.) The Holy 
Eucharist protects us in times of danger and harm. 
Unfortunately, for many today, the First Holy Eucharist has 
become a one-time social event rather than a life-time 
spiritual event. It has become more a right of passage 
rather than a religious practice that occurs on a weekly, 
much less a daily basis. 
 I remember with such vivid clarity my First Holy 
Communion so many decades ago. I celebrated my First 
Holy Communion going into the third grade as my Mother 

(continued on page 3) 

        … Jesus came and stood in their midst and said to 
them, “Peace be with you.” When he had said this, He 
showed them His hands and His side. The disciples 
rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them 
again, “Peace be with you.”          
                                                          -St. John 
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did not feel that I was ready to receive Holy Communion in 
the second grade. I could argue that you or I are never 
really ready or mature enough to receive this greatest of 
spiritual gifts. 
 After all of these years, the pastor, my parents and my 
god-parents have all passed away. The four-door Chrysler 
Newport, the family car, has long-ago been scrapped. The 
restaurant that we went to in Sleepy-Eye shut its doors a 
long time ago. My siblings have all scattered with their 
spouses and families. Even the revered clothes for that 
religious event have been relegated to rags or recycled. All 
that remains for me today is the Redeemer through the 
Sacred Species under the form of bread and wine. 
 May we encounter the Holy Eucharist weekly and even 
daily so that we might one day experience heaven and 
everlasting life! Congratulations parents and children on 
this great day in your faith life! 

 
        
       
        
       Rev. Paul van de Crommert 
       Pastor 

“the quill and the cloth” continued... 

Our Gifts to God & Holy Rosary 

Adult Contributions $7,750.00 
Electronic Giving $2079.14 
Easter Junior Collection $139.90 
Easter Collection $8,989.00 
Holy Thursday Collection $1,179.00 
Good Friday $1,430.75 
Easter Flowers                                     $145.00 
 
 
 

Weekly Offering Total $21,712.79 
Weekly offering goal is set at $10,200.00 

 

 Additional Weekly Income $5,223.17 

Grand Total *$26,935.96 
Total weekly stewardship goal is set at $13,000.00 

Thanks for your gifts of gratitude to God!!! 

Stewardship Of Gratitude 
       Happy Easter!  We had strong attendance 

throughout Holy Week! We had equally strong 

stewardship this past week. Thank you for your 

stewardship support of the various collections including 

our appeal for Easter Flowers and plants; the “Needy 

Fund” on Holy Thursday; our Good Friday “Collection for 

the Holy Land”; the second collections at the Easter 

Masses for the front entrance of the church; as well as 

for the main collection at Easter time. If you have not 

the opportunity to contribute for Easter, it is not too 

late. Contributions made in this Fiscal Year of 2018-

2019, will still count for this Easter until the close of June 

of 2019. As always, thank you for your generosity in 

sharing your time, your talent and your treasure. 

Stewardship of Gratitude 

SINCERE SYMPATHY 
 

To the families of Loren (Hank) Weber† and Ardith 
Giroux†   -May they rest in peace.  

Welcome to Holy Rosary! 
        
Please welcome with me JoAnn Patrice to 

Holy Rosary parish. JoAnn resides here in North 
Mankato and is employed in the Mankato area. 
Welcome to our parish family.  

Are you new to the area or would like to join Holy 
Rosary parish? Just go to holyrosarynorthmankato.com/
membership-registration and download the registration 
forms to fill out. You can also simply send us your contact 
information via an easy-to-use form and we will mail you a 
hard copy of those forms. Come join our growing Holy 
Rosary parish family!  

Baptisms! 
 This Sunday our parish of Holy Rosary is 
being blessed with two Baptisms. Our prayers 
and best wishes go out to Dan and Jill Groede 
on the occasion of Baptism of their first child 
and daughter Kinsley Clarice Groede. We also extend 
congratulations out to Dan and Michelle Bicknase, on the 
occasion of their son Carson Andrew Bicknase.   
 May the Baptism of these children in the waters of 
new birth, develop for them a life-time relationship with 
Jesus Christ. May God bless you all! 
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The Week Ahead 
Monday, April 29: St. Catherice of Siena, Virgin and 
Doctor of the Church  
 8:05 am – Rosary 
 8:30 am – Mass - Roy Toegel† 
Tuesday, April 10: St. Pius V, Pope  
       No Morning Mass at Holy Rosary  
Wednesday, May 1: St. Joseph the Worker 
      9:15 am - Mass at  Oak Terrace- Velma Bunde† 
      1:00 pm - 4:00 pm – Sewing Group (Lower Level PC)                               

       5:00 pm - 5:45 pm – Children’s Choir Practice 
      6:00 pm - 7:00 pm – Holy Rosary Choir Practice (School)                                

      6:00 pm - 7:10 pm – Last Day of Religious Ed 
      6:30pm -  Mass - Joe & Honor Twomey 
 Thursday, May 2: St. Athanasius, Bishop and Doctor of 
the Church  
 8:05 am – Rosary 
 8:30 am – Mass - Living & deceased members of the  
      Peter & Jelaine Schreiner Family 
Friday, May 3: Sts. Philip and James, Apostles 
       8:05 am – Rosary       
       8:30 am – Mass - Ray Forsyth† 
      *Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament following Mass 
      9:00 am - 3:00 pm – Eucharistic Adoration 
Saturday, May 4: Easter Weekday SVM  
       4:30 pm  – Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 4:30 pm – Rosary 
 5:00 pm – Mass - Signa Hoffman† 
Sunday, May 5: Third Sunday of Easter 
 7:30 am – Rosary 
 8:00 am – Mass - People of Holy Rosary Parish                 
 9:30 am – Rosary 
 10:00 am – Mass - Sebastian, Gloria, Joseph Lena†,  
                     Emmanuel & Hilda Anthonisamy†, & Imparajah† 

Easter Flower Memorials 
Additional Memorials were 

received that were not 
included in the Easter bulletin. 

They include the following: 

 In remembrance of Jerry Gohla by Pearl Gohla 

 Blane & Teresa Kolstad 

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 
 

 “If man had his way, the plan of 
redemption would be an endless and 
bloody conflict. In reality, salvation was 

bought not by Jesus' fist, but by His nail-pierced hands; 
not by muscle but by love; not by vengeance but by 
forgiveness; not by force but by sacrifice. Jesus Christ 
our Lord surrendered in order that He might win; He 
destroyed His enemies by dying for them and 
conquered death by allowing death to conquer Him.”  
         ― A.W. Tozer  

Collected this Week:            
Rec’d. to Date:    
Goal:  

    $2,429.00 
 $73,187.22 
$156,000.00 

Stepping Up in Faith 

     Thank you to all of you that contributed this past Easter 

weekend towards our main entrance refurbishing of our 

front steps. Your generosity is greatly appreciated. We are 

hoping to have the blue-prints for the project completed 

in the near future. As always, thank you for your gifts! 

 
This Week’s Sanctuary Light Intention: 

Karpinsky Family 

Mother’s Day Plant Sale  
 

 The annual Mother’s Day Plant Sale 

will be Friday and Saturday, May 10th-

11th, under the tent next to the church.  

Please see the flyer in the bulletin for the times of the sale.   

Flowering annuals and vegetables will be from Drummer’s 

Gardens in Mankato.  Included in this year’s sale will be 

perennials and a variety of hostas and other plants from 

the gardens of our parishioners.   

 We are asking for perennials you have in your garden 

that you wish to donate.   Please bring your perennials  

Monday - Thursday, May 6 - May 9 and leave them at the 

top of the stairs across from the Parish Office.  We 

appreciate the plants in pots too.  If you are in need of 

pots, see the parish office.   
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Weekend 
Ministry Schedule  

 

May 4th - 5th, 2019 
Lectors: 
 5:00 pm Cindy Gawrych 
 8:00 am John Holden 
 10:00 am Jim Schorn 

Eucharistic Ministers: 
 5:00 pm Tom & Mary Clare Wyrowski, Pat & Wanda  
  Hull, Tom Koch, Brenda Voracek 
 8:00 am Terri Compton, Arlyce Anderson, Craig  

  Amundson, Gene Brandt, Lorraine Klaseus,  

  Margaret Ayers 

 10:00 am Brent Friedrichs, Maxine Davis, Rick Gruber,  

  Mike & Diane O’Dea, Ryan Howe 

Altar Servers: 
 5:00 pm Jonathan Hull, Anna Voracek, James  
    Voracek (C/B/B) 
 8:00 am Matthew Helget, Duram & Quinn Kelly 
 10:00 am Dennis Muga, Hailey Barker,  
    Addie Howe (C/B/B)  

Presentation of Gifts:  
 5:00 pm Fischer Family 
 8:00 am Ellingworth Family 
 10:00 am Barker Family 

Ushers: 
 5:00 pm  Steve & Barb Enderle, Helen  
  Dharmarajah, Bob Meyer (Head Usher) 
 8:00 am Paul Harguth, Julie Bigaouette, Dean 
  Cullen, Doug Helget (Head Usher) 
 10:00 am Sherry Henrickson, Steve Kaiser, John  

  Jagerson, Bob Wegscheid (Head Usher) 

Rosary Leaders:     
 5:00 pm Karen Etzell 
 8:00 am Sharon Lenz 
 10:00 am Jeanette Barsness 

Music Ministry:          
 5:00 pm Kathy Jo Johns/Jeanne Makela 
 8:00 am Corinne/Vicki Galli 
     10:00 am Youth Choir/Jeanne Makela 
 

Money Counters - May 2019:  Arlyce Anderson, Mary 
Haley, Lee Sontag Kopp, Les Kopp 
 

Bulletin Folders - May 2019: Mary Bliss, Barb 
Wegscheid, Marge Grausam, Maxine Davis, Rita 
Townsend 

Recycle Sale Coming 

Soon! 
 
 Monday, April 29, is the last 
day to bring in donations for the 
Recycle Sale which is Thursday, May 2; Friday, May 3; and 
Saturday, May 4, in the Holy Rosary School gym.  Thank 
you to those who have been so generous, but we still have 
room for more. 
 

Help needed 
Wednesday, May 1, to set up tables in the gym and begin 
moving sale items. 
Thursday, May 2, 9:15 am - help needed to move and set 
up sale items in the gym - meet in the school cafeteria. 
Friday, May 3, 7:00 am – 7:00 pm, sales 
Saturday, May 4, 7:00 am – 2:00 pm, sales and take 
down 
 For questions or to volunteer to help at the sale, 
please call Mary Grams @ 507-327-6479.  Thank you. 

Young Adult Catholics - Mankato 
Young Adult Catholics 

A ministry for young adults (20s/30s, married/single, kids/
no kids) in the Mankato area! 

Disciples’ Night: Thursday, May 2nd, Mass 
5:30pm, Dinner 6:00pm, Talk 7:00pm 
Location: St. Joseph the Worker Catholic 
Church  
Speaker: Joey McCoy, Renewal Ministries   
Title: "God’s Word on Sex” 
Description: Our culture, media, relationships, and 
thoughts are often inundated with sexual images, 
temptations, opportunities, and confusion. In this talk, 
Joey will examine what Jesus and rest of the New 
Testament authors actually say about sexual sin and its 
implications for our salvation.  
Cost: The cost of dinner/talk is $10 with an RSVP, $15 
without an RSVP. If you are not eating dinner, the cost of 
the talk is $5. 
RSVP by April 28th via Facebook or email 

mankatoyac@gmail.com 

 

www.facebook.com/YACmankato 
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Thank You! 
  
 Thank you to all of our bakers for 
the great donations we had for our 
annual C.C.W. Palm Sunday Bake Sale.   
Thank you to Kathy Jo Johns for 
making all the delicious tea-rings and rolls and a special 
thank you to all of our faithful patrons who purchased 
items at our Bake Sale.   Thank you also to the women 
who volunteered to work Friday, Saturday and Sunday.  
After expenses, the C.C.W. made a profit of $1179.75 to 
use for their many projects during the year.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

May 1 - Last Day of Classes - Pack the Pews - Ice Cream 
Social 
Can you believe the end of the year is already upon 
us?  We are going to celebrate in a special way with 
Pack the Pews for Mass followed by an Ice Cream Social! 
 The schedule for the night will be: 
   6:00 PM - Students go to their classroom for  
   end of the year activities 
   6:30 PM - Mass at Church 
   7:00 PM - Ice Cream Social in the Church  
         Lower Hall 
May Crowning - May 5th - 10:00 am Mass  
May Crowning will be held on May 5th. We are asking 
that our First Holy Communicants would ALL return to 
process in wearing their First Communion dress as well 
as ALL of our students in religious education classes/
Catholic School from grades K-12 for the 10:00 am 
Mass. After Mass, we will celebrate in a special way our 
Second Graders and the Blessed Mother (who is the 
patroness of our parish and the Queen) with coffee and 
rolls and refreshments for everyone, in the lower social 
hall. 
 
* All students at the start of Mass are asked to gather in 
the lower social hall and to process in and to bring a 
flower from the garden or a flower from the store to 
present to the Blessed Mother. There are great graces 
that flow from Christ who give special honor to his 
Blessed Mother! Mary, help of Christians, pray for us! 

Upcoming Dates 
May 1—No Community Meal; RE Classes:  6 PM - 
Students meet in classrooms; 6:30 PM - Mass at Church; 
Ice Cream Social in the Church Lower Hall following 
Mass 
May 5 - May Crowning Mass - 10 AM - ALL RE/Loyola 
students are asked to participate in the Mass.  
May 19 - Senior Sunday 10:00 AM Mass 

Teens Encounter Christ Retreat 
 
 Connect with Jesus @ Riverbend TEC – June 22-24, 
2019, 9:30 am Sat. – 4:30 pm Mon. at St. Mary School/
Church, 220 S. 10th St, Bird Island, MN.   
 Youth (16 yrs.+) and adults are invited to encounter 
and integrate the life of Jesus into their daily lives.  
Riverbend TEC (Together Encountering Christ) is a three-
day Catholic retreat experience focused on the Paschal 
Mystery: the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  The 
team leading the weekend includes a priest, adults, and 
teenagers who have participated on a previous TEC 
weekend. Team applications are due the first weekend in 
May.  Candidates’ applications are due 2-3 weeks before 
the weekend.  Applications can be obtained at 
www.riverbendtec.org.    
 The format of the weekend includes a good mixture of 
time for getting to know other people, music, learning 
more about Jesus, socializing and recreation, prayer 
experiences and Mass. Through the weekend there are 
some talks shared by the adults and young people 
followed by time for discussion. Contact 
RiverbendTEC@gmail.com for more info. 

K. of C. Council #5551 News 
 

May 4th - Highway Clean Up 
May 9th - Planning Meeting  
May 23rd - Blood Drive 

C.C.W. News 
 

 The next C.C.W. meeting will be Monday, May 13th 

starting with Mass at 5:30 pm, followed by Installation of 

officers, potluck dinner and our meeting.  Please note 

this is the second Monday of the month, a change from 

our usual meeting day. This will be our last meeting until 

September.   All women are invited and encouraged to 

attend.  Please come to join us and bring a friend or two 

with you as well.    
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Prayers and support for all of our sick and injured 
of Holy Rosary Parish 

Our prayers go out to all of the sick and injured in our 
parish who are at home, in the hospital, nursing homes or 
assisted-living residences. May God bless them and keep 
them under His guidance and protection!   

For Our Families 
Monday Lorraine Klaseus 
Tuesday Tim & Kathryn Eggersdorfer 
Wednesday Benjamin & Ashley Paul 
Thursday Betty Padilla 
Friday John & Nancy Holden 
Saturday Dorothy Drummer 
Sunday John & Julie Kuchinka 

Prayer Chain 

 If you have a short term prayer request or 
prayer of thanksgiving for our prayer chain to 
pray for, please call Teresa Kolstad at 327-9810.   

Home Visitation: If you wish to have yourself or a loved 
one receive the sacraments, Holy Communion or a personal 
pastoral visit, please call our coordinator, Lorraine Klaseus at 
507-388-4932 

Lord, Hear Our Prayers 

For Those Who Are Ill & Special Needs 
Judith Neitge, Ruth Baker, Chuck Frost, Eleanor Wittrock, 
Pat Roemildt, Laurice Telshaw, Arnie & Eileen 
Wadekamper, Mary Kelly, Donald Theissen, Molly 
Viehweg, Karen Etzell, Esther Zellmer, Mary McVicker, Bob 
Manwarren, Rihanna Flynn, Lois Kodet, Ellen Amsden, 
Steve Drummer, Jim Levandowski, Pat Thiele, Bonnie 
Varuska, Joan Karpinksy, George Ernst, Ruth Fitterer, 
JoAnn Borchert, Katie Roozen, Francis Gostonczik, Joe 
Galli, Trina Danay, Lucille DeSutter, Steve Fitterer 

For Those in the Military 
Nick Blace Matt McGraw William Backes 
Jared Hiniker Christopher Schmidt  Ben Barsness 
Dana Schiller Anna Drummer Timothy Eick  
Mark Hansen  

Learn about Loyola Catholic School (PS-12). Visit 
www.loyolacatholicschool.org  
Contact Angela at acasteel@loyolacatholicschool.org or 
507-388-0615 to schedule family tours.  
 
Please prayerfully consider a planned gift to Loyola 
Catholic School when choosing your legacy. 
 
Lucky 20 Raffle is back! Don’t miss your chance to win! 
Winners will be drawn at the Crusader Golf Classic on 
May 13. Tickets are $100 each; call 507-386-5381 to 
purchase or ask any Loyola family!  
 
Save the Date!  
 
Monday, May 13 - Crusader Golf Classic - Mankato Golf 
Club 
Saturday, July 20 - Rockin’ on the Hill Summer Music Fest 
- Good Counsel Hill 
 
Want to volunteer at school? Call us! 507.388.0600 
   
THANK YOU to all who send us Box Tops for Education, 
Hy-Vee receipts.  Please note- the Milk Moola program 
has been discontinued as of March 31. We can no longer 
accept Milk Moola caps or bag tops. 
 
Your parish support makes all we do, learn, and 
celebrate at Loyola possible.   
 

Leading through Faith, Academic 
Excellence, and Service. 

Message from the Diocese of New Ulm 
 
 Anyone who has suffered sexual abuse by a priest or 
another person involved in Church ministry is encouraged to 
immediately report such abuse to local law enforcement, 
regardless of when it occurred, if it has not yet been 
reported.  A listing of all county law enforcement and child 
protection agencies within the 15 counties of the Diocese of 
New Ulm is posted on the diocesan Web site at https://
www.dnu.org/report-abuse.  
 Victims and survivors of abuse by clergy are also 
encouraged to contact the diocesan victim assistance 
coordinator or the bishop’s delegate in matters pertaining to 
sexual misconduct at 1421 6th Street North, New Ulm, MN 
56073, or by phone at 507-233-5313, for counseling or other 
assistance in healing. 

This Week’s Readings 
Mon:  Acts 4:23-31/Jn 3:1-8 (267) Pss II  
Tues: Acts 4:32-37/Jn 3:7b-15 (268)       
Wed: Acts 5:17-26/Jn 3:16-21 (269)   
Thurs: Acts 5:27-33/Jn 3:31-36 (270)  
Fri: 1 Cor 15:1-8/Jn 14:6-14 (561) Pss Prop  
Sat: Acts 6:1-7/Jn 6:16-21 (272)  
Sun: Acts 5:27-32, 40b-41/Rv 5:11-14/Jn 21:1-19 or 

21:1-14 (48) Pss III 


