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        This Wednesday morning and early Wednesday 
afternoon, our administrator Jim and I, spent some time 
philosophizing over the parish finances. If you note the 
“Stewardship of Gratitude” this week, you will see that we 
have both Good News and some not so good news. Yet, as 
we later discussed between the two of us, even with the 
downturn of dollars and cents from “some” whose spirits 
seem to be affected by the scandals in the church as well as 
other areas; we are still doing remarkably well in terms of 
stewardship.  
         Jim also noted that the parish expenses continue to fall, 
particularly on the rectory. My brother continues to tell me 
when he speaks to me that the size of the house has a 
mansion status. While the house is now well-maintained and 
in good, basic order, “mansion” might be an over-statement 
in terms of appearance either inside or out; but I could argue 
the house is a mansion in terms of size. For as work has been 
done on room after room, painting, cleaning and repairing, 
much of which I have done myself, the rectory is now in good 
order. I am perhaps most pleased with the basement, having 
largely eliminated the water problem and the musty smell 
that I was told to expect from an older home of the 1920’s. 
My parent’s farm home is far older than this rectory, yet it 
was in good basic order when they moved out. Yet, after 
such a short period of time, with little or no recent 
improvements, that farmhouse (sadly), is falling quickly into 
a state of disrepair. 
          And while the parsonage on paper does not “legally” 
belong to this person, personally, I will say what my Mother 
said to the neighbor lady who asked why they were painting 
and cleaning up our rented farm in Clements, when they 
were only renters and not owners. My Mother calmly said, 
“As long as I live here, the place is ours.” Well said, Mother! I 
feel the same way. Whatever residence I live in or whatever 
Church I preside in, as long as I live there, it is mine or in the 
case of the church structure, “ours.” 
          So, as a “spiritual homeowner”, perhaps like you I have 
a few projects planned each year. This spring and summer I 

finally wanted to plant some fruit trees on the east side of 
the rectory. This has been accomplished, although a newly 
planted apple tree died for reasons I cannot explain. I also 
have annually planned to scrub out the floor of the garage, 
and often have done it in the past on my hands and knees. (I 
know, but it is a Dutch thing.) For if there are two things that 
the Dutch like, it is clean windows as well as clean sidewalks 
and/or floors. Again, Jim my administrator told me that he 
would show me how our high-pressure washer worked and I 
could use it instead of getting on my hands and knees. Well, 
this past Tuesday, it was a foretaste of heaven for this 
Dutchman, as I cleaned the sidewalks and garage floor with 
this high-pressured power washer. I am a good cleaner, but I 
cannot come close to getting the sidewalks and garage floor 
as clean as this machine is able to master. The amount of 
grime I got off the front step of the rectory and the sidewalks 
was a sign that they had not been cleaned that well in a long 
time, if ever. It could make a grown Dutchman cry with joy! 
           While the Feast of Pentecost is a profound mystery, 
while I was washing the garage floor and sidewalks this past 
Tuesday, I found myself meditating on the mystery of 
Pentecost and the coming of the Holy Spirit. Just as that 
power washer that runs on gas and has far more pressure 
and power to clean than any person, (even of Dutch descent); 
so too the Holy Spirit as the Third Person of the Holy Trinity, 
although equal to the Father and the Son, comes with a 
profound and unique power to fill not only the apostles and 
the Blessed Mother with faith, but equally all of us who have 
received the Sacraments of Baptism and Confirmation. And 
while the Feast of Pentecost is shrouded in mystery, the fact 
that the Holy Spirit comes under the forms of tremendous 
power such as wind and fire; the Holy Spirit  was necessary 
at Pentecost to accomplish in a way, unique only to the 
Spirit, its powerful energy for the proclamation of the Good 
News. For recall that Jesus says to His followers elsewhere in 
St. John’s gospel: “But I tell you the truth, it is better for you 
that I go. For if I do not go, the Advocate will not come to 
you. But if I go, I will send Him to you.” 
         While it is only my theological theory, recall that Jesus, 
before and after the resurrection, appeared at one place at a 
time. Now, what He did in that one location on earth was not 
just impressive but miraculous. We know of saints that have 
the spiritual ability of bilocation (being able to be at two 
places at the time). No doubt the Lord would have that same 
ability to infinity and beyond. Any one of us today can call on 
the Lord in prayer and He is present to us.  But in the Sacred 
Scriptures at least, the Lord appeared one place at a time. 
But could the Holy Spirit that comes in the Sacred Scriptures 
at Pentecost, like through the power of wind and fire, 
perhaps, have a far-reaching spiritual power that is a unique 
quality to the third person of the Holy Trinity alone? 

(continued on page 3) 

 “When the time of Pentecost was fulfilled, they were 
all in one place together. And suddenly there came from the 
sky a noise like a strong driving wind, and it filled the entire 
house in which they were. Then there appeared to them 
tongues as of fire, which parted and came to rest on each of 
them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began 
to speak in different tongues, as the Spirit enabled them to 
proclaim.”                                   - Acts of the Apostles 
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          As a Dutchman, all I can 
say with physical certainty is 
that I have become a strong 
believer in power washers for 
clean sidewalks and garage 
floors. I can also say with 
spiritual certainty that I am a 
strong believer in Pentecost 

for a clean spirit and grace to get to heaven and to share in 
everlasting life. Happy Pentecost!   

          
       
        
 
        
       Rev. Paul van de Crommert 
       Pastor 

“the quill and the cloth” continued... 

Our Gifts to God & Holy Rosary 

Adult Contributions $10,953.00 
Electronic Giving $1,438.01 
Plate Collection $372.00 
Junior Collection $49.44 
Vacation Raffle                                      $50.00 
Front Steps $50.00 

 

Weekly Offering Total $12,912.45 
Weekly offering goal is set at $10,300.00 

 

 Additional Weekly Income $1,601.30 

Grand Total *$14,513.75 
Total weekly stewardship goal is set at $13,200.00 

Thanks for your gifts of gratitude to God!!! 

Stewardship Of Gratitude 
      As a parish we consistently post that our income is 
above our budget and this is true. Our largest 
contributors to the parish have maintained consistent 
strong giving. As we are getting ready for our Finance 
Council meeting this coming Monday, I was hoping as 
pastor that I could say to the Holy Rosary Finance Council 
that we were immune from the decrease in revenue that 
is plaguing the Church today, due to the scandals that 
have spiritually demoralized some of the faithful. Studies 
are claiming in the upper Midwest, alone, revenue and 
attendance is down between 10-20%. I am aware of 
parishes in our Diocese of New Ulm alone, both large and 
small, that are experiencing financial downturns.  Holy 
Rosary’s income, (weekend giving), when compared to a 
year ago, is down about 10%. However, because the 
parish received (in addition to what is published in our 
weekly bulletin), two additional estate gifts in this fiscal 
year, the Good News is that these gifts are 19% of our 
average yearly income, bringing our overall contributions 
up to 9.4% above a year ago. The Good News is that our 
expenses are also down from a year ago even though we 
spent nearly $40,000.00 in capital improvements of basic 
repairs on the church structure. As I reviewed last year’s 
financial report to this year’s, it is a noticeable difference 
in terms of decrease. There are many souls out there that 
do not believe in sin or the need to receive the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation. I would beg to pastorally differ as 
mortal sin is corporate and affects the entire Mystical 
Body, as we again have discovered. However, time and 
grace has the power to heal all wounds spiritually and 
physically. Thank you for your gifts!   

Stewardship of Gratitude 

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 
  

 “In our society, between 1992 and 
2014, child sexual abuse declined 64% 
and physical abuse reports were down 
55%. Since 2002, when the crisis in the 
Church became front page news and the 
Bishops of the U.S. added background 

checks, safe environment offices, policies, lay review 
boards to review incoming allegations, adult 
prevention education and training to the efforts to 
train children (via the Charter for the Protection of 
Children and Young People), incidents and reports of 
child sexual abuse in the Catholic Church have also 
declined every year—even in years when child neglect 
and physical abuse incidents rose or went unchanged in 
our society. 
 There is no consensus among child maltreatment 
professionals that any one thing has resulted in the 
decline of abuse in our society. However, the important 
factor to realize is that every action, every effort, every 
prevention program and every presentation to adults 
and children about reporting is one more positive step 
toward prevention and proper response, and we are 
truly moving in the right direction. “       
                            - Sharon Doty, J.D., M.H.R.                                                                      
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The Week Ahead 

Happy Anniversary! 
     We would like to wish a very Happy 
Anniversary to James and Janice Fallenstein 
on the occasion of their 50th wedding 
anniversary!  May God Bless your 60th! 

Happy Birthday! 
 We would like to wish a very Happy Birthday to 
Don Giroux who is turning 94 on June 17th and 
Annie Giroux who is turning 92 on June 26th! We 
wish them the best! May God Bless you both!   

Monday, June 10: Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the 
Church  
 8:05 am –  Rosary 
 8:30 am –  Mass - Catherine Kute† 
       7:00 pm - Finance Council meeting, Conf Rm #1 
Tuesday, June 11: St. Barnabas, Apostle 
       No Morning Mass at Holy Rosary  
Wednesday, June 12: Weekday 
      9:15 am - Mass at Oak Terrace - Frances Lyons†   
Thursday, June 13:  St. Anthony of Padua, Priest and 
Doctor of the Church 
 No Morning Mass at Holy Rosary  
Friday, June 14: Weekday 
      No Morning Mass at Holy Rosary  
Saturday, June 15: Weekday SVM  
       4:30 pm  – Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 4:30 pm – Rosary 
 5:00 pm – Mass - Living & deceased members of the  
                           Ken and Pat Thiele Family 
Sunday, June 16: THE MOST HOLY TRINITY 
 7:30 am – Rosary 
 8:00 am – Mass - People of Holy Rosary Parish               
 9:30 am – Rosary 
 10:00 am – Mass -  James & Janice Fallenstein on the  
  occasion of their 50th wedding anniversary 

     As the saying goes, “step by step”. This week we took 
another step forward in the long-anticipated front 
entrance for our church. We received the architectural 
drawings or blueprints and will review them with both the 
Pastoral and Finance councils at their scheduled 
meetings. We have already sent some inquiries out to 
potential contractors for the project and will discuss the 
entire project more fully with the Finance Council on 
Monday evening. I am hoping that by the time that you 
read the bulletin, we will have some poster boards in the 
back of the church of the proposed construction for the 
front entrance. In the coming days we will be seeking the 
permission of the Diocese to proceed on this project as 
we now have the official drawings. Thank you for your 
continued support of this project. 

K. of C. Council #5551 News 
  

June 13 - Planning Meeting 

June 27 - General Meeting  
    Spring Communal Anointing Mass 

Follow Up 

 
     This past Monday afternoon we 
celebrated once again our Communal 
Anointing Mass for the sick and infirm of our 
parish. We had nearly equal attendance to 
our last Mass last fall with some 60 
attending the 4:00 P.M. Mass. We had a larger crowd than 
usual at the potluck with more than 45 folks in 
attendance. We still have two more Communal Anointing 
Masses on Wednesday, June 19th at 9:15 A.M. at Oak 
Terrace as well as on Friday, June 28th at Monarch 
Meadows at 10:15 A.M. Any parishioner is welcome to 
attend. If you are unfamiliar with these facilities, simply 
tell the staff you wish to attend the Catholic Mass and they 
will direct to the proper area. We hope to see you there, 
especially if you did not receive the sacrament this past 
Monday. May good health and holiness be yours today 
and throughout your life! 

SINCERE SYMPATHY 
 

To the family of Roxi Lang on the passing of her mother; 
and Mary Helen Kennedy on the passing of her brother, 
Gordy Galler.                May they rest in peace.  

Stepping Up in Faith 
Collected this week:               $50.00 
Received to date:       $80,992.22 
Goal:               $156,000.00 
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Weekend 
Ministry Schedule  
June 15th & 16th 

Lectors: 
 5:00 pm  Brian Eggersdorfer 

 8:00 am  Michelle Fischer 

 10:00 am  Cindy Gawrych 

Eucharistic Ministers: 
 5:00 pm  Pat & Wanda Hull, Tom & Mary Clare  
    Wyrokski, JoAnn Borchert, Jim Theuninck 
  8:00 am    Peter & Danielle Backes, Jane Younge, Gene  
                            Brandt, Colleen Campbell, Michelle Ellingworth     
 10:00 am    Mike & Donna O’Dea, Curt & Donna Stanke,  
    Ryan Howe, Darlene Schorn  

Altar Servers: 
 5:00 pm  Anna Voracek, Connor McGraw, James  
    Voracek (C/B/B) 
 8:00 am  James Younge, Timothy Cain,  
    Danielle Fischer (C/B/B) 
 10:00 am Braeden Otto, Emma Otto,  
       Augustus Nelson (C/B/B) 

Presentation of Gifts:  
 5:00 pm Bob & Deb Stachon 
 8:00 am Paul & Karen Harguth  
 10:00 am Herman & Helen Dharmarajah 

Ushers: 
 5:00 pm Janet Chicos, Julie Bigaouette, Karen Winters,  
  Bob Meyer (Head Usher) 
 8:00 am Donna Wenkel, Bill Fasnacht, Bill Cahalan,  
  Arlyce Anderson (Head Usher) 
 10:00 am John Jagerson, Steve Kaiser, Brent Friedrichs,  
  Bob Wegscheid (Head Usher) 

Rosary Leaders:     
 5:00 pm  Ashley Paul 
 8:00 am  Margaret Ayers 
 10:00 am  Curt & Donna Stanke 

Music Ministry:          
 5:00 pm Julie Gruber/Jeanne Makela 
 8:00 am Lori Christiansen/Vikki Galli 
      10:00 am Benjamin Paul/Jeanne Makela 

Money Handlers:          

 5:00 pm  Pat & Wanda Hull 

 8:00 am        Linda Olson 
 10:00 am Mary Homan  

 

Money Counters - June 2019: Arlyce Anderson, Mary Haley, Lee 
Sontag Kopp, Les Kopp   

Bulletin Folders - June 2019: Ruth Fitterer, Rosal Molski, Mary 
Haley, Ken Thiele, Anne Doyle 

Baby Bottle Campaign Ends Sunday, June 16 
 
 If you took a Baby Bottle home with you to fill with 
coins, cash or checks please return it to the baskets at 
the church entrances by Father’s Day June 16.  The 
Social Concerns Committee is grateful for your 
participation in this campaign which assists in offering 
valuable services to women in our community who are 
facing an unplanned pregnancy or difficult parenting 
situation.   
 If  you would still like to donate, please scan the QR 
Code below to give securely online. Thank you for your 
support! 
 
Scan this QR code to donate today! 

Welcome and Farewell (kind of…) 
 
     It was a good day for our Parish Office at Holy Rosary 
and our parish this past Wednesday when Cindy Gawrych 
officially became our full time parish secretary and/or 
office manager. As you may be aware, Cindy has been 
“moonlighting”, as she was employed full-time at the 
public school system and then, since Brooke’s maternity 
and subsequent decision to resign, Cindy was working on 
this weekly bulletin as well as assisting in the office with 
other tasks as needed. We are so happy with Cindy and 
her presence and hope that she is with us a very long time. 
     In addition to Cindy’s welcome, I wish to say as pastor a 
profound thank you to Lorraine Klaseus, who has been 
filling in for the past several months during the time of 
Brooke’s maternity leave as well as these weeks as we 
waited for Cindy to begin full employment. As you all 
know, Lorraine has a long-standing presence in the parish 
and the front post of the parish office. Lorraine will 
continue her work as minster to the sick and coordinating 
the volunteers and this pastor, as to who is in need of a 
visit and the sacraments. As Cindy will be taking over some 
of the Faith Formation secretarial work in the new fiscal 
year, Lorraine has also agreed to help wherever needed as 
additional secretarial support staff, here and there, during 
the busy times. We are blessed to have such good workers 
here at Holy Rosary. 
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Summer Faith Formation Cleaning: 
         The picture above says it all. It has been a couple of 
years since we have thoroughly house-cleaned the 
classrooms, including shampooing the rugs, etc. 
Sometimes, things first have to be messed up before 
they can be straightened up. Isn’t that true? In a week 
or two we hope to have the classrooms in order as well 
as begin working on our bulletin boards. The majority of 
our inventory has been completed. There is always a lot 
of work that needs to take place behind the scenes as 
you well know. 
 
Calling All Catechists and Volunteers: 
         As pastor I have been working on our volunteers 
for our faith Formation program in the fall. I have been 
most pleased by the positive response of potential new 
and returning volunteers to teach, assist in the 
classrooms as well as to volunteer in other areas of the 
program. If things are progressing along as well as they 
have been, I hoping to have all our volunteers in place 
by the close of the month of June. Perhaps when they 
are all in place, their names and positions will be posted 
in our bulletin as well as a letter will be sent out to the 
parents. I will keep you posted. 
 

Welcome to Holy Rosary! 
        

      Are you new to the area or would like to 
join Holy Rosary parish? Just go to 
holyrosarynorthmankato.com/membership-registration 
and download the registration forms to fill out. You can 
also simply send us your contact information via an easy-to
-use form and we will mail you a hard copy of those forms. 
Come join our growing Holy Rosary parish family!  

FREE Family Fun!!  

Mankato Area 

Community Band  
  
 The Mankato Area Community 
Band will begin its 98th season on 

Tuesday, June 11th with a concert at Sibley Park at 7:30 
pm (at the band pavilion near the animal barns).  The 
concert is FREE and is a very family friendly event! Bring 
your lawn chairs  (and some insect repellent!) and enjoy 
some live music. The band plays a variety of music, from 
Sousa marches to Broadway show tunes.  It’s a great way 
to expose kids to music!  Additional FREE concerts will be 
held at Sibley Park (all at 7:30 pm) on June 18th and 
25th. July 2nd will be at the Boy in Blue statue in the 
Lincoln Park neighborhood. The band will be back at 
Sibley Park for concerts on July 9th, 16th and 23rd.  

Wanted: Faith Formation Director(s) 
          At our recent Education Committee meeting, we 
discussed the potential leadership that would take place. I 
had offered to be the Director, but the Education 
Committee already felt that as pastor I had too much to 
do, in addition to teaching catechism this fall on the high 
school level. The Education Committee suggested that I 
would post the position(s) in the parish bulletin seeing if 
there is any interest of our parishioners. This position 
would be part-time, salaried, with a potential background 
requirement in education. If anyone might be interested 
in this part-time leadership, please contact the parish 
office in the coming days, and speak with the pastor. St. 
Elizabeth Ann Seton, patroness of the teaching of the 
Catholic faith, please pray for us.  
 
Vacation Bible School - Due to the change in Faith 
Formation staffing, there will be no Vacation Bible 
School this summer.   
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Prayers and support for all of our sick and injured 
of Holy Rosary Parish 

Our prayers go out to all of the sick and injured in our 
parish who are at home, in the hospital, nursing homes or 
assisted-living residences. May God bless them and keep 
them under His guidance and protection!   

For Our Families 
Monday Daniel & Cindy Cummiskey 
Tuesday Shannon Peters 
Wednesday Mike & Deb Schock 
Thursday Wayne & Jean May 
Friday Robert & Bonnie Varuska 
Saturday Bob & Terri Taylor 
Sunday Mike & Janell Sipe 

Prayer Chain 

 If you have a short term prayer request or 
prayer of thanksgiving for our prayer chain to pray 
for, please call Teresa Kolstad at 327-9810.   

Home Visitation: If you wish to have yourself or a loved 
one receive the sacraments, Holy Communion or a personal 
pastoral visit, please call our coordinator, Lorraine Klaseus 
at 507-388-4932 

Lord, Hear Our Prayers 

For Those Who Are Ill & Special Needs 
Julie (Braam) Spagnoli, Louise Theissen, Ruth Baker, Chuck 
Frost, Pat Roemildt, Laurice Telshaw, Arnie & Eileen 
Wadekamper, Mary Kelly, Donald Theissen, Molly 
Viehweg, Karen Etzell, Esther Zellmer, Mary McVicker, 
Rihanna Flynn, Lois Kodet, Ellen Amsden, Steve Drummer, 
Jim Levandowski, Pat Thiele, Bonnie Varuska, Joan 
Karpinksy, George Ernst, Ruth Fitterer, JoAnn Borchert, Joe 
Galli, Trina Danay, Lucille DeSutter, Clair Huettl, Dave 
Grams 

For Those in the Military 
Nick Blace Matt McGraw William Backes 
Jared Hiniker Christopher Schmidt  Ben Barsness 
Dana Schiller Anna Drummer Timothy Eick  
Mark Hansen  

 Learn about Loyola Catholic School (PS-12). Visit 
www.loyolacatholicschool.org. Contact Angela at 
acasteel@loyolacatholicschool.org or 507.388.0615 to 
schedule family tours.  
   
Save the Date!  
ROCKIN’ on the HILL - Summer Music Fest 
Saturday, July 20, 2019 Good Counsel Hill, Mankato 
Food Trucks, Spirits & More  Gates open at 5:00pm 
Tickets $10 Advance/$15 Gate  On sale at:  Hy-Vee, Cub 
Foods & online at www.rockinonthehill.com   Follow us 
on Facebook @rockinonthehill 
 
 The Loyola Board of Trustees is seeking a candidate 
to fill one vacancy.  The Board is established to act as a 
decision-making authority, responsible for the 
governance of Loyola Catholic School. The candidate 
must have an interest and commitment to Catholic 
education and be willing to participate in school 
functions throughout the year, and be a member of a 
Mankato-area Catholic church, among other 
expectations. For more information or to apply, please 
send a letter of interest and resume to:  
boardoftrustees.support@loyolacatholicschool.org 
   
THANK YOU to all who send us Box Tops for Education, 
Hy-Vee receipts.   
 
Your parish support makes all we do, learn, and 
celebrate at Loyola possible.   
 

Leading through Faith, Academic 
Excellence, and Service. 

North Mankato Farmers Market 
 The North Mankato Farmers Market will begin on 
Monday, June 10 and run each Monday from 3:30 PM to 
6:30 PM through October. This is a community/
neighborhood based market featuring produce and 
products and is located in the parking lot of Messiah 
Lutheran Church in Upper North on the corner or Lee Blvd 
and Lor Ray Drive. 

This Week’s Readings 
Mon:  Gn 3:9-15, 20 or Acts 1:12-14/Jn 19:25-34  
Tues: Acts 11:21b-26; 13:1-3 (580)/Mt 5:13-16 (360)  
Wed: 2 Cor 3:4-11/Mt 5:17-19 (361)  
Thurs: 2 Cor 3:15—4:1, 3-6/Mt 5:20-26 (362)  
Fri: 2 Cor 4:7-15/Mt 5:27-32 (363)  
Sat: 2 Cor 5:14-21/Mt 5:33-37 (364)    
Sun: Prv 8:22-31/Rom 5:1-5/Jn 16:12-15 (166) Pss Prop  

 
This Week’s Sanctuary Light Intention: 

Karpinsky Family 

http://www.rockinonthehill.com


PENTECOST SUNDAY                                                                            JUNE 9, 2019 

 

 
(continued on next page) 

Education Committee Meeting Minutes 

Holy Rosary Catholic Church 

May 29th, 2019 Meeting 
 The Holy Rosary Education Committee was called to 
order at 7:00 P.M. on Wednesday, May 29th. The meeting 
opened with a prayer that was led by Father. The minutes 
of the September 20th, 2018 meeting were approved as 
read. The agenda was also approved as read. 
 Pastor’s Comments:  Father stated that he would 
make his comments brief as the committee has a large 
agenda to cover. Father began his comments by reporting 
that more than eight months have passed since our last 
Education Committee Meeting. Since that time, Cathy Neve 
has submitted her resignation and returned to the 
classroom in the public school system where she had been 
previously employed. Her time-frame to return to the 
public school system to retain her tenure was ending after 
four years. This was something that Cathy had shared 
earlier with Father as a possibility when she took on the 
position. Father shared the brief letter of resignation from 
Cathy with the Education Committee that included these 
words: “…Thank you for the support and the opportunities 
you have provided me over the course of the last four 
years. I have grown in my faith journey tremendously. I 
have also developed lasting relationships…” Father 
expressed his gratitude to Cathy for her service as Director 
and also the many other areas she helped out the mission 
of the parish as a member of the staff. Father noted that 
working for the Church and specifically working in Faith 
Formation has many challenges, odd hours, long days, 
abundance of apathy and at times mixed results. Father 
stated that he would share later in the meeting his 
thoughts about where the direction of leadership would be 
going. 
 Father stated that the Faith Formation program 
concluded at the end of April without incident. The 
Confirmation went smoothly with 31 students in grades 10-
11 being confirmed by Bishop LeVoir. The Mass attendance 
was much stronger than it had been in the previous two 
years. Nearly 17 children celebrated First Holy 
Communion. Again, it all went rather smoothly. The year 
closed well with a final Mass and social. There was about a 
half-a-church of students and parents. 
 Father stated that in addition to Faith Formation, 14 
servers have been trained and further trained for Mass, 
with plans to train several more this summer as there will 
be a bit more time for such training. Four more adults 
came into Full Communion in the Church as Father did 
instruction from January through May through R.C.I.A.. The 
12 sessions of Adult Education classes during Lent went 
very well with the two sessions hosting between 150-200 

adults weekly. Unfortunately, most of those who came 
were older members, with a limited number of parents of 
school age students. Two times had to be cancelled due to 
winter weather.   
 Presently, a good deal of work has already been taking 
place though the staff and Father, in organizing, taking 
inventory and doing some structural work on the facility. 
Next week classrooms will be cleaned professionally as well 
as organized for next year. All the school items/textbooks/
Bibles have been removed and are being inventoried. 
Father has already spoken to several people about 
volunteering for next year with favorable responses to help 
in various capacities. The ACES program will not be 
returning next year to rent the school facility. Father 
concluded by thanking those present for attending the 
meeting and giving their input. Father would like to hold at 
least four Education Meetings throughout each calendar 
year.   
 Administrator – Financial Report: Jim reviewed the 
finances of the Faith Formation program over the past 
Fiscal Year of 2018-2019. The program is largely supported 
by the weekly stewardship of the faithful at the Masses. 
$7,363.41 was brought in through the collection of student 
tuition during the fiscal year and $1,850.00 through 
donations from parishioners or service organizations. The 
weekly community meals expenses exceeded their income 
by ($556.37). The total expenses so far in this fiscal year 
(excluding the use of the building, e.g. utilities, etc.) has 
come to $48,123.03. The parish general fund has supplied 
the difference in revenue of an additional $40,759.62. 
When compared to our Catholic School commitment of 
$198,096.66, the Faith Formation program is 20% of the 
stewardship when compared to our Loyola commitment. 
Including both our Faith Formation and Loyola stewardship 
commitment as well as the maintenance of our former 
school facility for Faith Formation classes on Wednesday, 
the parish has spent so far this year a total of $270,517.48.  
This amount is 34% of our total parish budget that is spent 
on our youth. (*Please note that other renters use our 
former school facility and bring in additional income to 
cover utilities and maintenance in the amount of 
$31,661.20 to date.)   
Old Business:  
 Class Times: Class times for the fall term were 
reviewed. It was recommended to Father to leave the 
times as they were due to younger children attending the 
weekly classes. Classes will continue to meet for the grades 
1-8 on a weekly basis as in the past as well. Community 
Meals:  The community meals have run for the past two 
years. The response was initially strong but has waned. The 
expenses had been exceeding the income. The Education 
Committee addressed the purpose for gathering for the  
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community meal. It was determined the purpose of the 
community meals was out of practicality for students who 
did not have time to eat and spiritually to build community. 
Concerns were raised that the decline was due in part to 
not knowing what was being served, as the bulletin would 
often simply have under the menu: T.B.A. The consensus 
was to host a monthly community meal, have it catered by 
Truffles, publish the menu, put the time and place in 
advance in the bulletin and review it after the first 
semester in January 2020. The participation will determine 
its continuance. There was full consensus of the committee 
to pursue the community meal and Father accepted the 
recommendation. These Community Meals would be 
included in the main calendar. Youth Group – Youth 
Ministry:  Tracy Meadows has stepped down. Father is 
still hoping to have an exit meeting with her. The Education 
Committee would like to continue the program, but felt 
that in recent times the focus and direction were unclear. A 
sub-committee of 3 board members was formed to study 
and propose a direction and purpose for this youth area of 
activity. Suggestions were given on where to post the 
position. Perhaps some college students would like to take 
on this role. Concerns were raised about keeping 
leadership consistent. The sub-committee would meet and 
present their findings to Father. Faith Formation Open 
House: Again, an Open House is being planned before the 
start of Faith Formation classes. No date or time has been 
set. Catechetical Sunday: Catechetical Sunday has been set 
by the Church for Sunday, September 16th, 2019. The 
theme set by the Church is: “Enlisting Witnesses to Jesus 
Christ”. Father suggested that perhaps this could be done 
on a Wednesday instead of a Sunday, and to use it as an 
opening Mass for Faith Formation, install all of the 
Catechists and invite all students and their parents to be in 
attendance. A reception could follow such as at the close of 
the year. The Education Committee was open to this idea. 
There still could be prayers offered on the Sunday of 
Catechetical Sunday as well. More details would be worked 
out at the next meeting in July. Confirmation:  Father 
wanted to inform the committee that the date for 
Confirmation has been moved through the Diocese of New 
Ulm from March to April. The date does not appear to be a 
major conflict with any sports activity (as in the past) or 
such things as prom. This later date also allows an 
additional 3-4 classes of instruction as catechists always 
feel rushed for the reception of such an important 
sacrament. 
New Business: 
       Leadership – Catechists – Support Team: Father stated 
that after five years as pastor, he feels that with the 
present leadership stepping, it might be a good time to 

transition to a part-time post. The present parish 
secretary/administrator is a full-time position. Last summer 
concerns were raised by staff that there was insufficient 
work to maintain a full-time person at the front desk. 
Father admitted that the parish has caught up on many 
things and the parish secretary could also assist in the 
secretarial work in Faith Formation. Cindy, who is taking on 
the full-time position of office administrator will be 
stepping down as choir director as Father is in the process 
of hiring someone for that position part-time. Father 
suggested he would even be open to being the Director of 
Faith Formation. The Education Committee disagreed 
feeling that Father had already too much to do and at least 
a part time person or persons should be found if possible, 
with the position posted in the parish bulletin. Father 
stated he would post the position in the upcoming bulletin 
and to seek out potential candidates from the parish. 
Finding directors of Faith Formation is becoming 
increasingly challenging like finding additional priests. 
Father will continue to work with the staff getting things 
ready for the fall in the interim. Confirmation 2019-2020:  
Father proposed a different model for Confirmation as 
opposed to the weekly classes on Wednesday with a 
catechist. Concerns have been raised to Father that 
Wednesday evening is a difficult time for high schoolers, 
especially senior high. Some parishes in the area have 
adopted meeting for Confirmation classes on Sundays. 
Father stated that the success of the Lenten adult 
education with Mass at 10:00 A.M., lunch following and 
class could be a good format for Confirmation. Students 
and families are expected to be at Mass. Parents would be 
encouraged to stay for lunch and the talks as they are 
primary educators of the faith. These gatherings would be 
held twice a month at a time that is convenient for most 
parents and families. Father is aware that there could not 
be meetings certain weeks due to MEA, Thanksgiving, 
Christmas, etc. The students in the past have attended 
Sundays for the required retreat. The students would not 
attend class on Wednesday but would be free to pursue 
their studies, activities or family time. Father would be 
focusing in these final formal classes before the students 
became full members of the faith to address the basic 
principles of the faith. The Education Committee gave 
consensus for Father taking on the program. Father 
anticipated meeting with the parents late in the summer. 
Christmas Program: The Christmas program was 
discussed at length. The plays have been well done and 
were re-instated to evangelize the children and to bring 
the parents into the shadows of the church and the faith 
formation program.  The time commitment was large and a 
good portion of class time was used to work out details  

(continued on next page) 
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and logistics. The play also implemented a good deal of 
stress. Carrie Schill had been directing the play in recent 
years and admitted to the great responsibility. Numerous 
students did not show up for the actual performance, 
making the execution of the program all the more 
challenging. Father proposed to do smaller activities, before 
or at the close of Mass: a song, a poem, a banner, 
something to encourage the young people into the church 
and the Mass. These activities could be done throughout 
the year. The committee was open to this idea. Details 
would need to be worked out. The surrendering of the 
Christmas pageant seemed to be the direction of the 
committee at this time. This area would be discussed 
further at the July meeting. New and Potential Catechists 
and Volunteers: Presently, Father has been speaking one-
on-one with the past volunteers and catechists. The 
response of those returning has been very strong at this 
time. Father is also soliciting the help of new volunteers 
and workers as well. Semester Evaluation of Students: 
Father presented the idea of putting out, as in the past, a 
report of each student affirming what good things are 
happening in the classroom as well as to keep the parents 
informed at least once or twice a year to the progress of 
their son or daughter. Father will draw up a possible draft 
for the July meeting. Virtus: Cindy will be assisting with the 
Virtus program as the coordinator for the staff and 
volunteers. Some training and orientation will be in order. 
New Membership: Since the reforming of the Education 
Committee four years ago, membership has remained the 
same. Father requested of the members to recommend 
potential names for new members to begin replacing some 
of the present members. Representative to the Pastoral 
Council: Father requested a new representative to the 
Pastoral Council for the June 6th meeting. Theresa Calsbeck 
agreed to volunteer for this position. Future Business: 
Future business for the July meeting will include: Faith 
Formation calendar, Update on Catechists -Volunteers for 
Fall 2019/ New Membership, and other new business items 
of the June 2019 meeting. The meeting closed with prayer. 

(meeting minutes continued) 

Calling Young Singers! 
 
Come sing with the National Catholic 

Youth Choir! On Friday, July 12, the NCYC will be offering a 
free afternoon pick-up choir workshop for local young 
singers in the area where they will have the opportunity 
to perform at the concert that evening! The workshop 
starts at 2:00 pm and ends with the performance with the 
choir at 7:00 pm. Free t-shirt and dinner is included. To 
register, go to www.catholicyouthchoir.com. This will be 
an amazing opportunity for young singers!  

GUATEMALA 2020 

ARE YOU READY? 

 
San Lucas Tolman – Mission in Guatemala 

January 22-30, 2020 
 
Once again the Mankato Area Group is planning a trip to 
San Lucas.  If this has been on your “Bucket List”, you want 
to return, or you want to go for any reason – 2020 is for 
you. 
 
Join us on a trip to work, learn, and walk in solidarity with 
the people of San Lucas Toliman in Guatemala this winter.  
People of all ages from this area have been traveling here 
to continue the work of Fr. Greg Schaffer, a priest of the 
New Ulm Diocese who spent most of his priesthood in San 
Lucas, working to meet the needs of the people there.  
YOU can continue that work, learn about the life in a small 
village in a 3rd world country, and build amazing 
relationships with the group from Minnesota, groups from 
other places in the US and world, and the local people as 
well. 
 
Plan to come to one of the Informational Meetings in June 
to find out more, meet others who are interested, and 
decide whether this is for you.  IF you can’t make it to one 
of the meetings, please contact: 
 
Mary Beth Nygaard   507-625-1450  
mary.beth.nygaard@gmail.com 
Martha Witte:   507-514-9282       
mwitte@stclaircyclones.org 
 
June Informational Meetings to be determined, watch your 
bulletin for more into! 
 
HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!! 
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ProMusica Minnesota Summer 

Chamber Music Festival 
 

 ProMusica Minnesota is an 
annual summer music festival 

committed to offering a venue for chamber music in 
southern Minnesota. Concerts feature emerging young 
artists as well as established musicians. In the spirit of 
Mankato’s Music on the Hill and New Ulm’s Summit Ave 
Music Series we hope to begin offering world-class music 
at a time of year that has traditionally been without. 
ProMusica will fill the gap in the calendar with annual 
offerings of some of the greatest works classical music 
has to offer. Peter McGuire and Bethel Balge serve as 
Artistic Directors. 

Four concerts will be held: Sunday, June 16 at 3 pm; 
Monday, June 17 at 7 pm; Wednesday, June 19 at 7 pm; 
and Friday, June 21 at 7 pm at Trinity Chapel on the 
campus of Bethany Lutheran College in Mankato.  For 
more information and to purchase tickets, go to 
www.promusicamn.com. 

Social Concerns Committee Minutes 

Holy Rosary Catholic Church 

Wednesday, May 22, 2019 

 
Six members present;  four absent. 
 
 Opening Prayer – Come Holy Spirit, Session 3 Call to 
Family, Community and Participation. Reviewed Bible 
passage and reflection questions. 
Reports: 
 Connections Ministry - Mary Beth reported that the 
winter homeless shelter lasted longer than planned 
because of the weather.  As far as they know, everyone has 
a place to stay for the summer months. 46 % of the 
individuals were able to obtain stable housing.  Sixteen 
faith based congregations worked together.  Thank you 
Holy Rosary for your support.  The group continues to look 
for a building in order to transition to an Independent 
Organization. Ministry to Sick and Homebound - Lorraine  
reported that the Mass and Anointing  for the parish will 
take place on Monday, June 3rd, 4:00 p.m.  A signup sheet 
was circulated to the committee to assist with rides, 
registration, hospitality, and food serving.  Darlene will 
assist with finding additional help outside this committee.  
Mass and Anointing will be held at Oak Terrace on 
Wednesday, June 19th, 9:15 a.m. and at Monarch 
Meadows , Friday, June 28th, 10:15 a.m.  Starting on 
Wednesday, June 5th, 10:15 a.m. Mass will be held at 
Birchwood Cottages on LorRay Avenue every first 
Wednesday of the month.  Lenten Talks & Hospitality - The 
talks were well received with good numbers attending.  The 
committee felt that they needed more help with 
hospitality.  If asked again, perhaps two committees might 
be in charge of these details.  Catholic Social Teaching Bible 
Study - It has been good for the committee to review our 
purpose.  However the committee is wondering if the 
general parishioner is unaware of Catholic  Social 
Teachings.  The committee should continue to keep the 
parish aware through bulletin notices.  The committee will 
begin with studying Section 4 at our next meeting.  
Catholics at the Capitol-plans are already beginning for the 
next gathering in February of 2021.  The committee hopes 
to get information out earlier to the parish so that more 
are aware of what happens there and how to get involved 
to make a difference.  Baby Bottle Campaign - Thank you to 
all those who spoke at the weekend Masses explaining the 
campaign and those passing out the bottles.  Over 200 
bottles were taken home on Mother’s Day to be filled with 
coins, cash and checks and be returned by Father’s Day.  
Darlene explained how the QR Code works with on-line 

giving with the use of a Smart Phone for those who may 
wish to give in that way.  We Help Out - Four jobs have 
been completed for the year so far for parishioners 
needing assistance with chores.   
New Business: 
Meeting Time - Would working parishioners wish to 
attend our meetings if we would meet at 6:30 p.m. rather 
than 4:00 p.m.? It was decided to try meeting at a later 
time in the fall and see who would like to join.  Mary Beth 
will check with the parish office to get our meetings posted 
in the bulletin on the third Wednesday of every month 
during the Fall-Spring months.  
Married Couples Discussion Group - The committee 
received a request for bringing married couples in their 
30’s-40’s together, along with child care, so that they can 
get to know each other better and cover a topic of 
marriage or parenting.   Several resources were reviewed.  
After discussion it was decided to take it to the Education 
Committee for review.  Roe vs Wade - With the decisions 
being made by various U.S. states on this issue, it was 
decided to do a “Did You Know” article for the bulletin on 
what was originally said about this decision on January 22, 
1973.   
 It was the consensus of the committee that all in all we 
had a great year covering more than we had anticipated at 
the beginning of the year.   
 The meeting was closed with a prayer.  The next 
meeting September 18th, at 6:30 p.m.  If necessary a 
summer meeting will be called if it is requested.   


