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         HOLYROSARYNORTHMANKATO 

FOR SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION, 
PLEASE VISIT: 

HOLYROSARYNORTHMANKATO.COM/
WORSHIP-SACRAMENTS 

August 11, 2019 
Nineteenth Sunday in  

Ordinary Time 

Rev. Paul van de Crommert 
Pastor 

*Note: The Feast of the Assumption of Mary (this 

Thursday) is a HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION. 
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        If you are like me, you begin your 
summer with a “bucket list” of things that 
need to be done. While I had numerous 
administrative things I wanted to accomplish 
this summer, and have been pretty 

successful in this regard, (except for organizing and 
cleaning my office); I also had some brick and mortar 
things around the rectory and church I wanted to get 
completed.  

1.) I wanted to clean out the garage. (   ) 2.) I wanted to 
plant some fruit trees on the east side of the rectory (   ) 3.) 
I wanted to insulate the pipe in the basement that froze 
last winter and I had water all over the kitchen floor from 
the washer (  ).4.) I wanted to replace the exhaust fan in 
my upstairs bathroom. (  ) 5.) I wanted to replace some 
broken tile in the entrance to the garage (    ). 6.) I wanted 
to paint the rectory doors and front railing a different 
color. (      as of this week.) Etc! Etc! 

 Since this was a summer where once again I had 
numerous funerals and burials, which all take a good deal 
of time and preparation; I found myself on many Sunday 
afternoons working ahead on parish paper work from 
correspondence to this bulletin you are reading, in order to 
tackle some of these other projects I just listed on my day 
off or an afternoon that normally I would be in the office. 
And if I could not do the project myself, I was there to 
assist with whoever came to help on this project.  

  I recall back in my seminary days in St. Paul a class on 
Church Law that I had with Fr. Ron Bowers. He stated in 
class that if we were going to be a good parish priest, he 
did not feel that we had to be “perfect,” but “prepared.” 
So, in order for me to get that front door painted this past 
week, I first had to do some of the tedious preparation 
work of scraping, sanding, taping, priming and finally 
painting, working one night well after dark. I had to work 
ahead on the administration (right now it is after 10:00 
P.M. and I am still working on the bulletin), in order that I 
could do some of that manual labor this week as well. So, 

just to paint that front door and railings involved 
preparation plus preparation. My parents would so often 
say on the farm that the work is not so bad, but it is all of 
the preparation beforehand that is so much work.   

    Why all of this talk about preparation? Well, today’s 
readings are all about preparation, but not physical 
preparation before doing a physical task. Rather, today’s 
readings are about the spiritual preparations before doing 
the spiritual work of God. In the First Reading from the 
Book of Wisdom, we are reminded of the Passover. Recall 
that the first Passover that the Jewish people celebrated as 
slaves in Egypt was in preparation to flee their life of 
slavery, enter the desert and eventually the Promised 
Land. The Second Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews 
is all about Abraham and his obedience to God to go to a 
place in preparation where he was to receive his holy 
inheritance from God.  

  In today’s Gospel from St. Luke, the Lord once again 
makes His Good News message known by way of a parable. 
The parable the Lord presents is all about preparation. He 
speaks of servants who are prepared when their master 
returns unexpectedly and they are rewarded for their 
preparedness. On the other hand, the Lord tells another 
side to this parable about servants who are ill-prepared 
when their master returns and those servants receive a 
severe beating for their lack of preparedness. 

The moral of this parable is that we need to be 
prepared. Imagine if I as a parish priest did not show up for 
every Mass scheduled; or arrived late to start Mass; or 
came into the sanctuary in shorts and a t-shirt; or just 
spoke off-the-cuff and had not prepared a homily; or had 
not set up for the Mass; or had not bothered to unlock the 
church; or had not turned on the air conditioning in the 
morning; or had not watered the flowers and they looked 
dead; or had not lit any of the candles……DO YOU GET THE 
PICTURE?  In other words, the priest is expected to be 
prepared to celebrate Mass multiple times on the weekend 
alone and we expect it. We say, “Well Father, it is your 
job!” It is not just my job but it is also my vocation. But I 
have been baptized just like you. The Lord strongly reminds 
us that spiritual preparation is essential for salvation. For 
none of us knows when the master will return for us. Some 
of us may die when we are young, when we are sick, in our 
cars, in our beds. HOLINESS AND BEING PREPARED GO 
HAND IN HAND. SHOW ME SOMEONE THAT IS ALWAYS 
SPIRITUALLY PREPARED AND I JUST MIGHT BE ABLE TO 
SHOW YOU SOMEONE WHO IS HOLY OR AT LEAST 
STRIVING FOR HOLINESS.  

      “Gird your loins and light your lamps and be like 
servants who wait their master’s return from a wedding, 
ready to open immediately when he comes and knocks. 
Blessed are those servants whom the master finds vigilant 
on his arrival.”                                      -St. Luke 

(continued on next page) 
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“the Quill and the Cloth” continued... 

Our Gifts to God & Holy Rosary 

Adult Contributions $9,025.00 
Electronic Giving $1,083.07 
Plate Collection $385.79 
Junior Collection $31.75 

Weekly Offering Total $10,525.61 
Weekly offering goal is set at $10,300.00 

 

July 2019 “Bridging the Gap”               $0.00 
 
Additional Weekly Income $3,329.40 

Grand Total *$13,855.01 
Total weekly stewardship goal is set at $13,200.00 

Thanks for your gifts of gratitude to God!!! 

Stewardship Of Gratitude 
 

       It has been said that there is strength in numbers. 

When it comes to our stewardship, we have been able 

to stay ahead above our budgeted need, even though   

we are in the midst of another summer, when so many 

are travelling and on vacation.  And while we are 

managing to stay above our budgeted needs, it is not 

because of the many, but actually because of the few 

who are making this possible. For it might be worthy to 

note that our actual percentage of people giving though 

the months of say, the summer of 2019, is less than 25% 

of our registered members.  75%, or the majority, are 

not active stewards, and it corresponds to the national 

average of participation in the weekend liturgies. So, 

thank you to those of you who are smaller in number 

when it comes to stewardship but are giving in a BIG 

way. Thank you for your gifts!  

Stewardship of Gratitude 

  Prepare a little time each week for the Holy Eucharist! 
It is past 10:30 P.M. on Wednesday night. I have to prepare 
for morning Mass and then to prepare for bed.  Be 
prepared!    

            
        
        
 
       Rev. Paul van de Crommert 
        Pastor 

Upcoming Parish Meetings and 

Events 
 

 Faith Formation - Education Committee Meeting  - 
Monday, August 12th, 7:00 pm - Conf Rm 1 (*Please 
note change of date) 

Holy Day of Obligation 

Masses 
How much do you love your mother? 
Hopefully you love her enough that you 
would honor her at the time of her 
birthday, Mother’s Day or Christmas. 
While your mother is only a mortal 
creature, she did bring you into this 
world and for that reality we will always 

be grateful. How much do you love the Mother of the Lord? 
Do you love her enough to acknowledge her return to 
heaven out of her only begotten Son’s love for her, both 
body and soul? If we love the Lord, we must also love His 
family, namely the Blessed Mother who is also the patroness 
of our parish of Holy Rosary! As we prioritize our life around 
sports, school, social events and the serious labor that we 
do; should we not also do so as Roman Catholics, when it 
comes to the practice of the sacraments and the holy days? 
Three Masses will be offered for the Assumption of Mary 
beginning on Wednesday, August 14th, at 5:15 pm and on 
Thursday morning, August 15th, at 8:30 am and again that 
evening at 5:15 pm. Mary, Queen of the Assumption, pray 
for us.  

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 
  

 “Each of us has a huge capacity to learn 
and to achieve. Being ever alert makes the 
task of becoming all we are capable of 
becoming so much easier.  

                          - John Wooden 

Happy Anniversary! 
           Our prayers and best wishes go out to 
Patrick and Wanda Hull on the occasion of 
their 30th Wedding Anniversary. May God 
grant to you another 30 years of health, happiness and 
holiness. Congratulations to you both as well as your family! 
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The Week Ahead 
Monday, August 12: [Saint Jane Frances de Chantal, 
Religious]  
 8:05 am – Rosary 
        8:30 am – Mass - Cecelia Schwartz† 
 7:00 pm - Faith Formation/Education Committee  
       Meeting - Conf. Rm 1  
Tuesday, August 13: [Saints Pontian, Pope, and Hippolytus, 
Priest, Martyrs]   
      No Morning Mass  
Wednesday, August 14:  Saint Maximilian Kolbe, 
Priest and Martyr  Vigil of the Holy Day 
     *9:15 am -  Mass at Oak Terrace - Ardith Giroux† 
 5:15 pm - Mass - Frank Sieberg† 
Thursday, August 15: THE ASSUMPTION OF THE 
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY  
 8:05 am – Rosary 
       8:30 am – Mass - Bertha Theuninck† 
 5:15 pm -  Mass - Sr. Mary Roland Giese† 
Friday, August 16: [Saint Stephen of Hungary]   
 8:05 am – Rosary 
        8:30 am – Mass - Sr. Mary Beth† 
Saturday, August 17: Weekday (BVM)    
      4:30 pm – Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 4:30 pm – Rosary 
 5:00 pm – Mass - Pat & Wanda Hull on the occasion of  
        their 30th wedding anniversary 
Sunday, August 18: 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 7:30 am – Rosary 
 8:00 am – Mass -  People of Holy Rosary Parish 
 9:30 am – Rosary 
 10:00 am – Mass - Sebastian, Gloria, Joseph Lena†,    
                        Emmanuel & Hilda Anthonisamy†, Imparajah† 

 

Weekend 
Ministry Schedule  
August 17th & 18th 

Lectors: 
 5:00 pm Vince Guertin 

 8:00 am Cathy Neve   

 10:00 am Jim Schorn   

Eucharistic Ministers: 
 5:00 pm  Pat & Wanda Hull, Julie Schoettler, Mary Beth  
    Nygaard, Brenda Voracek, Karen Winters 
 8:00 am   Craig Amundson, Arlyce Anderson, Margaret  
    Ayers, Gene Brandt, Cathy Neve, Mary Homan 
 10:00 am Dennis Haga, Darlene Schorn, Maxine Davis, 
    Ryan Howe, Curt & Donna Stanke 

Altar Servers: 
 5:00 pm  Jonathan Hull, James Younge,  
    Claire Niederegger (C/B/B) 
 8:00 am  Timothy Cain, Matthew Helget,  
    Lauren Cahalan   
  10:00 am Braeden Otto, Emma Otto,  
    Nathan Lang (C/B/B) 

Presentation of Gifts:  
 5:00 pm   Paul Manderfield Family 
 8:00 am  Cathy & Dave Neve 
 10:00 am Les Calsbeek Family 

Ushers: 
 5:00 pm   Roger Steinbach, Gary Wintheiser, Dan 
    Voracek, Mark Weingartz (Head Usher) 
 8:00 am  Mary Homan, Leroy Gappa, Bill Fasnacht,  
    Doug Homan (Head Usher) 
 10:00 am Jim Barker, Sherry Henrickson, Steve Kaiser,  
    Bob Wegscheid (Head Usher) 

Rosary Leaders:     
 5:00 pm  Steve Enderle 
 8:00 am  Elmer Heirigs 
 10:00 am Donna Wolf 

Music Ministry:          
 5:00 pm  Julie Gruber/Jeanne Makela  
 8:00 am  Ben Paul/Janelle Campeau 
      10:00 am  Cindy Gawrych/Vicki Galli 

Money Handlers:          
 5:00 pm  Jim Theuninck 
 8:00 am        Dolores Portz 
 10:00 am Jeff Lang 

 

Money Counters - August 2019:  John Wolf, Helen Anderson, 
Donna Wolf, Maxine Davis 
Bulletin Folders - August 2019:  Mary Bliss, Barb Wegscheid, 
Marge Grausam, Maxine Davis, Rita Townsend 

Welcome! 
      In these past two weeks we welcomed 
two more children in the waters of Baptism 
and also another household to our 
community of faith. Please welcome with 
me Ophelia Rae Graves, the daughter of 
Aimee Marie Kleiter and Jesse Moses 
Graves, who was baptized on Saturday, August 3rd. We also 
welcome in the waters of Baptism, Jacob Allen Chandler, 
the son of Geneza and Christopher Chandler, who was 
baptized on Sunday, August 11th. We welcome both these 
children in the saving waters and pray that they will have a 
life-long relationship with Christ and His bride the Church. 
      We also welcome this weekend Dee Anna and Gregory 
Novak and their four children Dylan, Lily, Ivy and Eden. Dee 
Anna is employed as a social worker in the Mankato area. 
The family resides here in lower North Mankato. Welcome 
to our Holy Rosary parish family. 
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Stewardship Corner 
 

Diocesan United Fund (D.U.F.), Diocesan Priest Pension 
Fund/ Medical, Care Comp Ins, Priest Care Fund, & Audit:                                    
 Pd. to Date: $2,221.75 
 Due: $80,442.69 
 

Annual Diocesan Ministries Appeal (D.M.A.):  
                                         Rec’d. to Date:                 $0.00 
 Due:   $36,832.99 
  

Loyola Catholic School Assessment: 
 Pd. to Date: $64,000.00  
 Due: $179,571.97 
 

Total Paid to Date 2019-20: $66,221.75 
Apostolate Stewardship 2019-20: $296,847.65 

          
 This week we progressed in our stewardship climb by 
contributing $10,000.00 to our area Catholic School of 
Loyola. Anyone familiar with Catholic education or a 
Catholic parish knows that revenue during the months of 
summer takes a sizable dip or decline. So, as the parish of 
Holy Rosary, we are paying forward to help the school get 
through these challenging times of summer as well as the 
start-up of the school year in late August and early 
September.  
       When compared to last year at this time, we are 
$62,221.75 ahead of our total contributions to the 
Diocese and our area Catholic School of Loyola. 
Specifically, we are ahead in our contributions to the 
Catholic School from last year by $61,000.00. The reason 
we can move further ahead in our stewardship 
commitment this year from last year, is because last 
summer we were spending a good deal of money in 
repairs to our church in the main stairwells. Those basic 
structural repairs exceeded more than $40,000.00. We 
also brought forward part of a gift that was used to cover 
our assistance to the school in 2019-2020. So, overall, we 
have already covered slightly more than 25% of our total 
stewardship commitment of the Diocese and the Catholic 
School for the fiscal year of 2019-2020. (Recall, that the 
D.M.A. is a soft goal.) When compared to last year, we had 
only paid about 1% of our stewardship commitments.  Our 
progress this year is excellent, when you think about it, for 
we are only six seeks into the new fiscal year. However, 
the front entrance will no doubt require additional parish 
revenue and there are plans for more repairs on our 
church as our monies will allow. Thank you to those of you 
that are so relentless in your stewardship. May sound 
stewardship be a virtue that is passed onto all our 
believing members. Thank you for your gifts.  

 

Holy Day 
Ministry Schedule  
August 14th & 15th 

 

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
 

Lectors: 
 5:15 pm  Cindy Gawrych 

 8:30 am  Vince Guertin  

 5:15 pm  Brian Eggersdorfer 

Eucharistic Ministers: 
 5:15 pm Terri Compton, Mike & Diane O’Dea, Pat & 

  Wanda Hull, Brent Friedrichs 

 8:30 am Arlyce Anderson, Darlene Schorn, Gene Brandt 

  Maxine Davis, Bernie Bastian   

 5:15 pm       Ryan Howe, Bev Linnes, Mary Beth Nygaard,  
          Sherry Henrickson, Karen Winters  

Altar Servers: 
 5:15 pm  Tim Cain, Brendan Isenberg,  

     Zach Chelstrom (C/B/B) 

 8:30 am    

 5:15 pm  Anne Wingert, Hannah Linnes,  
           Addie Howe(C/B/B) 

Ushers: 
 5:15 pm Bob Meyer, Blaine Kolstad, Teresa Kolstad,  

  Isaac Kolstad 

 8:30 am Bob Wegscheid, Arlyce Anderson,  

  Tom Rheaume   

 5:15 pm        Steve & Barb Enderle, Mark Weingartz, Gary  
    Wintheiser, Roger Steinbach 

Music Ministry:          
 5:15 pm  Kathy Jo Johns/Jeanne Makela  
 8:30 am  Julie Gruber/Jeanne Makela 
        5:15 pm  Tom Bachmann/Vicki Galli 

Money Handlers:          
 5:15 pm  Pat & Wanda Hull 

 8:30 am    

  5:15 pm          
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Education Committee 

Meeting 

This Monday 

      E-mail reminders were sent 
out on Friday of this past week to 
all of our Education Committee 
members. If you did not receive 
this reminder, please make sure to call the Parish Office. 
We are anticipating the meeting to be relatively brief (a 
good hour) as opposed to our meeting last May.  We will 
be welcoming our four new members that have recently 
joined, focus primarily on our future Youth Ministry 
Program, review the First Semester Calendar, review the 
fall activities, review classrooms, etc. We will be meeting 
in Conference Room 1# at 7:00 P.M. sharp. Thank you for 
your presence. 

Catechists and Volunteers 

for Faith Formation 2019-

2020 

Not counting our Education Committee 
members, we have some 30 people involved in forming 
our youth in one capacity or another through our Faith 
Formation Program this year. As pastor, I feel very blessed 
for the nearly 15 new folks that have stepped forward to 
help us with our Faith Formation program that had not 
been serving in this capacity last year. The spirit is a -
moving.  Thank you to those of you that said “YES”! Your 
witness of faith gives me pastoral hope. For those of you 
who said “NO,” you keep me humble!  Ha! I ask all of you 
for your prayers that we will have a blessed year with our 
students and that we might make our theme this year be 
more than a theme but a lived reality. What is our theme 
for our Faith Formation school year of 2029-2020?  It is 
this:  “CONVERSION THROUGH CATECHESIS.”  Through 
our Faith Formation, may our pupils, parents, and all who 
participate in our program see the importance of daily 
prayer, service to our neighbor, and weekly Mass as 
central to their faith development and the way to the 
Kingdom of Heaven! Let’s have a great Faith Formation 
School Year! YEA!  

Theological Technology 

Team 

      If you are like me, technology terrorizes 
me. One of my priest friends cannot 

understand that I can play the complexity of musical 
instruments (such as a guitar), but struggle to turn on a 
computer! Oh well, you cannot be “PERFECT” at 
everything. That being said, it seems that when you want 
some piece of technology to work in say, a classroom 
setting, the equipment seems to have other ideas. We 
have located all of our televisions, DVD’s etc. in a room on 
the second floor of our former school building where all 
eight grades will be located. So, we are most grateful that 
Mathew Duck and Mackenzie Knack have agreed to assist 
with our technological needs as this is their profession 
and day job. Thank you to this wonderful couple who 
have agreed to take on this specialized ministry for our 
program as needed. 

Faith Formation Registration  

Coming Soon! 
       Our tentative plan is to mail out 

registrations for our Faith Formation 

program to all our registered families on the week of 

August 25th.  We are presently getting our packets ready. 

Registration will remain the same price as in the past 

years. If there are any families of four or more children, 

the maximum tuition will be set at a total cost of $150.00. 

No matter how many children that you have, if you cannot 

pay the whole tuition at the time of registration, you are 

asked to pay $15.00, down if possible. As in the past, you 

may pay the full amount all at once or pay in installments. 

All catechists who have children in our program receive 

free tuition. Please remember that the tuition that is paid 

through Faith Formation, covers only a fraction of the cost 

to maintain the facility and to financing staffing and 

supplies. Thank you for your attention in this matter. 
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Prayers and support for all of our sick and injured 
of Holy Rosary Parish 

Our prayers go out to all of the sick and injured in our 
parish who are at home, in the hospital, nursing homes or 
assisted-living residences. May God bless them and keep 
them under His guidance and protection!   

For Our Families 
Monday Don & Jane Leiferman 
Tuesday Laurice Telshaw 
Wednesday Bridget Carruth 
Thursday Ryan & Helena Mattison 
Friday Michael & Teresa Sellner 
Saturday Mark & Amy Wersal 
Sunday Jess & Brenda Kelly 

Home Visitation: If you wish to have yourself or a loved 
one receive the sacraments, Holy Communion or a personal 
pastoral visit, please call our coordinator, Lorraine Klaseus 
at 507-388-4932 

Lord, Hear Our Prayers 

For Those Who Are Ill & Special Needs 
 Louise Theissen, Ruth Baker, Pat Roemildt, Laurice 
Telshaw, Arnie & Eileen Wadekamper, Mary Kelly, Molly 
Viehweg,  Mary McVicker, Rihanna Flynn, Lois Kodet, Ellen 
Amsden, Steve Drummer, George Ernst, Ruth Fitterer, Joe 
Galli, Trina Danay, Lucille DeSutter, Clair Huettl, Dave 
Grams, Charles Wesely, Cindy Flynn, Steve Fitterer,  Orval 
& Nancy  Marquardt, Alice Zika, Herb  Karpinsky, Brandon 
Winters, Deloris Miller, Mary Forsyth 

For Those in the Military 
Nick Blace Matt McGraw William Backes 
Jared Hiniker Christopher Schmidt  Ben Barsness 
Dana Schiller Anna Drummer Timothy Eick  
Mark Hansen  

This Week’s Readings 
Mon:  Dt 10:12-22/Mt 17:22-27 (413)  
Tues: Dt 31:1-8/Mt 18:1-5, 10, 12-14 (414)  
Weds:  Dt 34:1-12/Mt 18:15-20 (415)   
Thurs: Vigil: 1 Chr 15:3-4, 15-16; 16:1-2/1 Cor 15:54b-57/Lk 

11:27-28 (621) Day: Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/1 Cor 
15:20-27/Lk 1:39-56 (622) Pss Prop    

Fri: Jos 24:1-13/Mt 19:3-12 (417)   
Sat: Jos 24:14-29/Mt 19:13-15 (418)  
Sun: Jer 38:4-6, 8-10/Heb 12:1-4/Lk 12:49-53 (120) Pss IV 

Learn about Loyola Catholic School (PS-12). Visit 
www.loyolacatholicschool.org  
 
Contact Angela at acasteel@loyolacatholicschool.org or 
507.388.0615 to schedule family tours.  
 
Please prayerfully consider a planned gift to Loyola 
Catholic School when choosing your legacy. 
 
Congratulations to the Loyola class of 2019! This year’s 
Loyola grads received over $832,000 in post-high school 
scholarship dollars, an average of over $34,000 per 
student! 
 
Host an Exchange Student this semester/year!  
There is 1 international student that has expressed 
interest in attending Loyola in the fall and are seeking out 
families to host them for the academic semester/year 
2019-20.  Families do not need to be Loyola families to 
host one of these students.  Erik is from Germany and 
will be in the 11th grade.  He will be attending for the fall 
semester only.  He enjoys math and physics and enjoys 
the outdoors.  If you are interested in possibly hosting 
one of these students and would like more information 
or are interested in hosting a student in the future please 
contact Scott Morgan- International Experience 
Coordinator at iasmorgan4@yahoo.com. 

Prayer Chain 

 If you have a short term prayer request or 
prayer of thanksgiving for our prayer chain to 

pray for, please call Teresa Kolstad at 327-9810.   

Homeschool Enrichment 
Program 

 The St. John Paul II Homeschool 

Enrichment Program meets on Fridays 

during the school year in the 
Fitzgerald school building across from SS Peter and Paul 
Catholic Church in Mankato.  We have classes for Pre-

School - High School.  Fall Semester starts Sept. 13.   For 
more information, please contact Lisa at 
mamaschwam@aol.com or 345-5200. 

 This Week’s Sanctuary Light Intention: 
Karpinsky Family 
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C.C.W. News 
 

  

 Women of the parish: Please remember to return the 
colored sheet you received in the mail from the C.C.W. 
either in the collection basket at any Mass, or drop if off to 
the parish office by August 19th. Thank you for your 
support of the C.C.W.! 

Novena For Our 

Nation  

Begins This Week 
 

 There is no doubt we are living in troubled times. This 
is a battle for the soul of America!  Many are realizing that 
evil is rising rapidly around us, and many know we need to 
do something, anything to counter this infiltration of evil 
that seems insurmountable. 
  Our leaders are enacting laws for unrestricted 
abortion, seeking  the expansion of euthanasia, espouse a 
complete denial of God's creation of male and female as 
based upon biological fact and natural law and society and 
many levels of government continue to demonstrate 
intolerance towards biblically based religious belief and 
practice.  Believers in God's absolute and undeniable Truth 
are under attack as never before. No longer is religious 
persecution something that happens only in other 
countries; it is being manifested in our own nation. 
 More and more faith-filled souls understand that 
ignoring or hiding from these issues, or surrendering to 
popular ideas, are simply no longer options. What can you 
do? Get into the fight by joining others across the U.S. by 
praying this 54 day novena.  
 May God, through the powerful intercession of the 
Blessed Mother, truly pour out His grace upon the United 
States of America!! 

Stepping Up in Faith 
Collected this week:                 $0.00 
Received to date:       $82,682.22 
Goal:               $156,000.00 
 
       This week we took another small step on our front 
entrance project as we are preparing the paperwork to 
send to the Diocese of New Ulm. These materials will be 
reviewed by various Diocesan boards and then the 
College of Consultors and the Bishop will give their final 
approval. Ready or not, our plans are to break ground on 
this project by mid-September as indicated by our 
projected contractor. Thank you for your continued 
support of this project.    

November Fest 
 

       12 Weeks Away: We are just 
12 weeks out from our 5th 
Annual November Fest!  It is a 

little hard to believe that this fund-raiser is celebrating its 
half-a-decade birthday already. This annual event has 
brought in about $75,000.00 over the past five years; 
needed income as our annual budget is nearing 
$750,000.00.  
      First Festival Meeting: We had our first November 
Fest meeting this past Monday with a large group of 15 
volunteers in attendance. The enthusiasm and ideas 
were flowing. We have the makings of a great day.   
        Raffle: We are beginning to collect raffle items for 
our annual raffle ticket. We do hope to collect the same 
amount as last year, about 100 items. People tend to like 
cash over almost anything else! We do need all items and 
cash donations by September 13th at 12:00 P.M. in order 
to get our raffle ticket to the printer in a timely manner. 
To make it easier for you to donate, please note the 
envelope and card enclosed with this week’s bulletin. 
You are also welcome to stop by the parish office with 
your donated item and also to us the U.S. Post Office to 
mail your prize or deposit it in the weekend offerings. 
          Grandma’s Attic/Father’s Furniture Farm:  Without 
even asking, we have already been receiving many items 
for both of these areas for the festival. Keep it coming! 
Some of our older parishioners are moving out of their 
family homes and/or downsizing, and the parish has 
become the beneficiaries of many wonderful things. 
Thank you so much for these wonderful household items 
and furnishings. (*Please note that we cannot accept any 
longer anything that is electrical due to our insurance 
provider Catholic Mutual. We also are not accepting 
clothing or exercise equipment.) Please note that 
whatever we do not sell on the day of the festival is 
donated to local charities for re-sale. Any worthy item is 
recycled and not thrown away. Thank you for all that you 
have already donated!!! 
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Attention ALL Parishioners:  

Updated Information 

Needed! 
 If you have a new phone number 
(or have discontinued your land line), 

have a new e-mail address, or any other updates to your 
contact information, please call the parish office at 507-
387-6501. Also, if your adult children no longer live at 
home, please let us know! We are trying to maintain an 
accurate database of all of our families, which is a 
challenging task, and your help is greatly appreciated!  

K. of C. Council #5551 News 
  

 August 22 - General Meeting 
 September 12 - Planning Meeting  

 

2019 ECHO FOOD SHELF COLLECTION 

Total Amount Collected: $17,4500.01 

*This collection started in March 2017 

Connections 

Crawl - Save the 

Date! 
 

 DON'T MISS this outstanding fundraiser to benefit 
Connections Ministry, hosted by the Old Town 
Merchant's Association.  On THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 
12, from 4:30pm - 7:30PM plan to show up at the 
Hubbard Building to begin the after-hours event of 
shopping, food, and beverage sampling.  So SAVE THE 
DATE, bring your friends, and plan to make a night of 
it! Watch for more information about the event and 
ticket sales! 

Finance Council Meeting Minutes 

June 10, 2019 

Holy Rosary Church 
 

      The Holy Rosary Finance Council gathered on Monday, 
June 10th. Following the opening prayer, the past minutes 
of January 28th, 2019, were reviewed and approved as 
read. There were no additional items to the June agenda. 
       Pastor’s Comments: The parish finances contain both 
Good News and some concerns. Like many churches, 
revenue is down. Since 1990, Americans have contributed 
50% less in the weekend collections. Holy Rosary has been 
blessed, as the parish has no debt and has been rebuilding 
the reserves over the past half-a-decade. Many of the 
Churches in both our Diocese of New Ulm and the upper 
Midwest are experiencing a down-turn in revenue due in 
part to the present crisis in the church. Father also stated 
that the harsh winter with at least three weekends with 
unfavorable weather preventing people from getting to 
church also had an impact. One of the largest churches in 
the Diocese of New Ulm is below budget by nearly 
$100,000.00, while another larger parish is down by some 
$50,000.00. Holy Rosary has consistently remained above 
our budgeted needs throughout the entire Fiscal Year of 
2018-2019. With that said, last year the parish closed with 
more than $55,000.00 in the black. This year, the revenue 
has fallen about 10%, the first time in five years. The parish 
has spent $40,000.00 on capital improvements alone for 
the church this fiscal year. Although the parish received 
two outside gifts that brought in about 19% of the total 
annual income, these gifts cannot be assumed or expected 
annually, as last year the parish received less than 
$3,000.00 in additional stewardship gifts. At this point, the 
parish is predicted to end in the black by about 9%. All of 
our insurance payments, Loyola stewardship commitment 
and Diocesan commitments were completed around the 
end of April. In these past 8 weeks or so, all of the monies 
coming into the parish are remaining for the needs of Holy 
Rosary. We are most grateful to the many good stewards 
of the parish. 
      Eide Bailey- Investment Report- Ryan Spaude:  Ryan 
reviewed the parish monies that are invested as well as the 
monies that are in C.D.’s. In the past five years the parish 
reserves has grown due to: 1.) Additional monies being 
added to the portfolio, 2.) No monies that have been 
gained through dividends, profits or interest have been 
taken out over the past five years, 3.) While there have 
been ups and downs in the market, the S and P 500 Index 
generally continues to rise over time. In the 2018, calendar 
year, investments declined overall by -4.02%. So far this 

Welcome to Holy Rosary! 
        

 Are you new to the area or would like to 
join Holy Rosary parish? Just go to 
holyrosarynorthmankato.com/membership-registration 
and download the registration forms to fill out. You can 
also simply send us your contact information via an easy-to
-use form and we will mail you a hard copy of those forms. 
Come join our growing Holy Rosary parish family!  
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year in 2019, investments have risen by +4.77%. Since 
March of 2017, the Parish Endowment Fund has risen by 
+2.02%. This year the Parish Endowment is up +2.59%. The 
investments in this Endowment Fund are very 
conservatively invested, as this money may never be 
removed, only the interest or dividends, not the principal. 
Overall the parish monies are in good standing and continue 
to slowly grow. 
       Business:  Church Steps: There has been significant 

progress financially on the church steps. As of January 28th, 

2019, the total amount raised has come to $67,191.26. As of 

June 10, 2019, the amount has reached $80,992.22. In the 

past 4 months, the increase for this designated fund has 

come to +$13,800.96. Blueprints are being prepared by the 

YHR architectural firm out of Moorhead. When the prints 

are completed, they will be made public to all of the 

members through a church display. Several contractors have 

been contacted and will submit the blueprints to area firms. 

Father sought input from the finance council of possible 

contractors who might be willing to submit a bid and are 

reputable contractors to take on the project. Father 

informed the Finance Council that one of the parishioners 

will match every dollar that is being taken in since January. 

So, in actuality, the parish has taken in another +$13,800.00, 

with an actual increase of nearly +$28,000.00, since the 

start of the New Year of 2019. The parish has not received 

this matching grant money at this time. When the blueprints 

arrive and the contractor is found, permission will be sought 

by the Diocese of New Ulm. The parish administrator will 

handle the Diocesan paperwork. Father and Jim have been 

in contact with the City of North Mankato, seeking a 

variance for the electronic sign for the church marquee. All 

of our work has been completed on our end and the parish 

will await the city’s vote and approval. The target 

completion of the front entrance is November 2019, if 

everything goes as planned. It is hoped that the project will 

start in late summer or early fall. The project is expected to 

take between 4-8 weeks to complete. Fund Raiser Results: 

Both the “Taste of the Nations” and the Vacation Raffle 

were again very successful events, with revenues increasing 

above last year’s totals. Fall Festival 2019: The November 

Festival date has been set for November 3rd, versus 

November 10th, due to the fact that the 10th of that month is 

the opening of deer hunting season and would cut into 

people’s participation that weekend. The Good News is that 

the Vikings are playing and more will be inclined to come 

and watch the game and have a beer at the school. Parish 

Office Manager/Parish Secretary: Cindy Gawrych has been 

hired as the full-time parish secretary and office manager. 

Cindy comes with a good deal of experience, a good skill 

set for technology, and is also an active member of Holy 

Rosary. She has been very helpful in these last months of 

staff transitions and has done double-duty, after work 

hours, preparing the weekly bulletin for publication. She 

will be a great addition to the staff. Her salary has been set 

at an hourly wage, along with all and full and part-time 

staff (excluding the pastor as his salary and benefits is 

established by the Diocese). Full pension, benefits and two 

weeks paid vacation annually were also given to Cindy, in 

keeping with the directives of the Diocese of New Ulm. 

Faith Formation: The Director of Faith Formation tenured 

her resignation at the close of Faith Formation classes and 

8 weeks prior to the close of the contract to pursue a 

return to the education field in the public system. Father 

expressed that this time of transition is a good time to re-

evaluate the position of Faith Formation. Father held an 

extensive and productive meeting with the Education 

Committee and recommended that he would be open to 

oversee the Faith Formation program as pastor. The 

Education Committee expressed concerns to Father of 

over-extending himself and his already heavy work-load. It 

was agreed to seek assistance through a part-time director 

to assist in the day to day operation. Father has revised 

and simplified the role of the Director as he will still, 

generally over-see the program. Father has been working 

on the program on the side and has been receiving a good 

deal of positive feed-back. Father is expecting to hire a 

part-time Faith Formation secretary, a part-time music 

person to lead the adult and children’s choir as well as one 

or two adults assisting as a type of “Director” or “Head 

Catechist”, to mentor teachers. Father will pastorally work 

administratively on the program, along with the assistance 

of the parish staff. The Education Committee is forming a 

sub-committee and taking on the leadership position of 

studying the expectations of a Youth Minister and leading 

that process. A Youth Minister will be hired, although he/

she may or may not be in place by September of this year 

of 2019. Father is anticipating to have the completion of 

all the needed catechists by July 1st.  Parish Social Hall 

Concerns: There are growing concerns with the church’s 

lower social hall. There is a growing problem with 

moisture on the north and south walls. Years ago, tiling 

and drainage was worked on the exterior, however the 

leakage is still a major issue. Experts are recommending to 

remove all of the interior plaster on the north and south 

walls, and applying a water-proof sealer on the foundation 
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walls that would be less invasive or expensive, rather than 

tearing up the entire yard and perhaps discovering that 

little can be done to prevent the moisture, with the best of 

tiling systems. After the waterproofing would be 

completed, then a new surface could be placed on the two 

wall? Plaster or sheet rock are not a good solution for a 

church that is erected on old river bed ground. It was 

suggested that the north and south walls would be covered 

with either brick or stone, perhaps Vetter Stone. What also 

may need to be installed is a sub-pump(s) for the main 

social hall area. Church Kitchen:  The latest inspection of 

the kitchen by the annual State of Minnesota that is 

required of public facilities such as a church, has resulted in 

a bad report. Effective July 2020, the parish MAY NO 

LONGER USE OUR PRESENT OVENS, COOKTOP OR 

VENTILATION DUE TO STATE SAFETY REQUIREMENTS. This 

decision by the state led to a lengthy discussion about the 

state of the social hall and its present condition. The 

Finance Council discussed at length about the need to 

upgrade the entire hall/bathrooms as well as the parish 

kitchen. It was reported that nothing has been done to the 

kitchen since it was built nearly 70 years ago. The other 

appliances are tired and worn. There are issues with the 

present refrigerator. There is also issues with the entire lay-

out of the kitchen. A discussion was held about the removal 

of the suspended ceiling and a return to a full-height ceiling 

and new lighting. Concerns were expressed by a sewer/

musty smell that presently exists in the basement and is 

travelling upstairs. A better ventilation system is needed for 

the lower hall. Father stated that this would involve a year 

of study and preparation and he would first like to 

complete the front entrance before moving ahead on 

another major project. Funding was discussed, noting that 

some of the parish reserves could be used for this purpose 

as was done with the new roof on the 1925, school building 

while a percentage of the money could be raised as well. All 

were in agreement that after more than 30 years for the 

social hall, and 70 years for the kitchen, an update was 

needed. There will be more discussion to follow in the next 

meeting. Updating the social hall and kitchen would be 

money well spent as these areas are used extensively. 

School Roof Repair: The work is to begin on the school 

roof in June of 2019. The estimated cost will be in excess of 

$50,000.00. The money will be taken from this year’s 

budget of 2018-2019 and no request from the parishioners 

will be asked as they are presently contributing to the front 

entrance. This project is necessary for the basic 

preservation of the building as structural damage is 

occurring at this time through water damage. Also, in the 

long-range planning, this original building is intended to be 

used and preserved for faith formation, parish offices and 

parish meetings. The Budget 2019-2020: Budgeted Items 

for the new Fiscal Year of 2019-2020 will include; 1.) 

Electrical work in the sacristy and main church. 2.) Front 

entrance will be a capital improvement expense for the 

2019-2020 fiscal year with completion at the close of 2019. 

3.) Sacristy Upgrade in 2020, in the church Budget 2020-

2021.  Budget for 2020-2021: Upgrade of the parish social 

hall/parish kitchen/church bathrooms.  Next Finance 

Council Meeting: The next Finance Council meeting has 

been (tentatively) set for September 30, 2019 at 7:00 P.M. 

in Conference Room 1#.  Agenda items will include in part:  

1.) Front Steps 2.) Parish Endowment 3.) Budget, etc. The 

meeting closed with prayer.   

 Prayer for Attending  

Mass Weekly 
     Lord Jesus Christ, You are the “Living Bread”, who 

came down from heaven. You call us by our Baptism to 

believe and live your Third Commandment, to keep each 

Sunday sacred, through the celebration of Your Holy 

Eucharist. May our hearts profess a love for you beyond 

mere human words, but actively, each week in holy praise 

through the Liturgy of the Word and the Liturgy of the 

Eucharist. Kindle in our hearts a zeal for gathering weekly 

around your table in this world, so that you might judge us 

worthy to forever gather with you, in the world to come, 

around the eternal table at the wedding feast of heaven. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

                      - Rev. Paul van de Crommert 

            August 6, 2019 


