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         Years ago, “TOTAL” cereal had an ear-
catching slogan in its advertising campaign 
that certainly pricked the ears of anyone 
studying theology, and perhaps even-more-so 
philosophy. For the jingle went, “TODAY IS 
THE FIRST DAY OF THE REST OF YOUR LIFE, 

START IT RIGHT WITH TOTAL.”    
          Today, as we “start” this new liturgical year and this 
new season of Advent, we again, with a child-like naiveté, 
begin unconsciously the count-down to the nativity and 
the birth of baby Jesus in Bethlehem. But as you all well 
know, baby Jesus came and is all grown up. He went to 
experience the awfulness of Calvary, rose from the dead 
and has ascended in glory to His Heavenly Father, seated 
at the Father’s right hand.   
         I was recently in New Ulm for a priest’s meeting. I 
decided to spend a few minutes looking at the few 
remaining German stores, which are about two in number. 
I decided to purchase for each of the elementary grades 1-
8, an Advent calendar, which depicts the nativity, the 
angels and little windows to open up for each day of 
Advent to read a small Bible verse for the upper grades 
and symbols of the season for the lower grades. However, 
if we are to embrace the true “spirit” of the Advent 
season in an “adult manner”; then ADVENT IS FAR LESS 
ABOUT THE BIRTH OF JESUS “PHYSICALLY” IN THE HEART 
OF THE HOLY LAND AND MUCH MORE ABOUT THE BIRTH 
OF JESUS “SPIRITUALLY” IN OUR HEARTS DURING THIS 
HOLY SEASON. 
         The Universal Church has nick-named centuries ago 
the Advent season as a “Little Lent”. For just like Lent, the 
Advent season also has as its primary color, a beautiful but 
lighter shade of purple. Just as Lent is a spiritual time of 
preparation for the Easter season, so too, Advent is a 
spiritual time to prepare for the great feast of Christmas. 
Just as in Lent we are called to intensify our prayer, fasting 
and giving; so to in Advent, (in a milder way), we are also 
to intensify our prayer, striving to fast from the things that 
we do not need, and to be more generous in our giving – 
as it is the “season of giving” is it not? 
          Most of all we have to get out of our “adult heads” 
that Advent is far less about a count- down to Christmas 

        “So too, you must also be prepared, for at an hour you 

do not expect, the Son of Man will come.”                                                                                                              

           -St. Matthew  

and more a counting down to the final coming of Christ in 
the final judgement. I say this with theological confidence 
because even though we have begun a new liturgical year, 
the readings still sound very similar in their “eschatological 
tone” (*final things – heaven, hell, death and purgatory), as 
the readings have sounded the last three weeks at the 
close of the liturgical year in the month of November. In 
the First Reading from the Prophet Isaiah, we hear this 
great, major prophet speak of a new heavenly world order 
that is ruled by peace on the mountain of God. For the 
prophet Isaiah writes at the close of this passage: “…He 
shall judge between nations, and impose terms on many 
peoples. They shall beat their swords into plowshares and 
their spears into pruning hooks; one nation shall not raise 
the sword against another; nor shall they train for war 
again. O house of Jacob come, let us walk in the light of the 
Lord!”  
        Liturgically, Psalm 22 as well as St. Paul in the Second 
Reading to the Romans, do not mince words as they direct 
us in this Advent season to be all about the Second Coming 
of Christ in Glory. For the refrain of the psalm reads: “Let us 
go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.” Perhaps General 
Mills stole the theme of “Total” cereal of, “Today is the first 
day of the rest of your life…” from the scriptures and most 
specifically from St. Paul. For listen again to St. Paul’s 
opening line from his Second Reading to the Romans which 
sounds very “cereal” like: “You know the time; it is the hour 
now for you to wake from sleep. For our salvation is nearer 
now than when we first believed.” 
        Even today’s Gospel from St. Matthew has the Eternal 
Savior speaking in a very “eschatological” way, as He speaks 
about the final coming of the Son of Man at the end of 
time. The Lord gives specific and basic examples of daily 
living from working in the field, grinding grain, to sleeping. 
The Lord states that if two people are doing these things, 
one may be taken while the other will be left behind at the 
Final Coming of Christ. Then, in this new season of Advent 
the Lord concludes the passage by reminding us that the 
season of Advent and actually our remaining time on earth 
is less about “waiting” and much more about “preparing”. 
For the Lord concludes with the words: “So too, you must 
be prepared, for at an hour you do not expect, the Son of 
Man will come.” 
          No matter what age we are right now, no matter how 

healthy we might be, or as careful a driver we think that we 

are, we are all mortal creatures. We must live each day as if 

it were our last. As the saying goes, “Yesterday is only a 

memory, tomorrow is only a dream. We have only today.” 

May we pray that this Advent and actually every day of our 
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Welcome to Holy Rosary! 
        

      We welcome this week our newest 
household to Holy Rosary. Please give a 
warm pastoral welcome to Nikki Shauer. Nikki is 
employed as a nurse at MCHS and resides in Lake 
Crystal. Nikki is the parent of her first child Maddox. We 
welcome both Nikki and Maddox to our growing parish 
family of Holy Rosary. Welcome! 

Are you new to the area or would like to join Holy Rosary 
parish? Just go to holyrosarynorthmankato.com/
membership-registration and download the registration 
forms to fill out. You can also simply send us your contact 
information via an easy-to-use form and we will mail you a 
hard copy of those forms. Come join our growing Holy 
Rosary parish family!  

SINCERE SYMPATHY 

To the family of Tom Rykhus†  

    -May he rest in peace.  

 

2019 ECHO FOOD SHELF COLLECTION 

Total Amount Collected: $17,649.17 

*This collection started in March 2017 

Advent Penance Service 
 A Penance Service for Holy Rosary 
Parish is scheduled for Sunday, December 
15th at 3:00 pm. The service will include 
4 other priests from the Diocese of New 
Ulm. In addition to this main Penance 
Service, I will also be scheduling individual 

times to celebrate confession during the Third Week of 
Advent. 

R.C.I.A. 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 

If you know of someone who is thinking 
that they might become Roman Catholic or 
perhaps someone who is short one of the 
sacraments to be an adult member of the 
Catholic faith, we strongly encourage you to 
have them call the parish office. May we 
hold up those  who are considering full-
communion in the Church in our daily 
prayers. Thank you!  

Advent Prayer Service 
 

All families, especially those with 
children, are invited to attend an 
Advent Prayer Service with Bishop 
John M. LeVoir on Sunday, 
December 8th. The service is at 4:00 
P.M. in Bird Island  at St. Mary’s Church. This service is 
designed to help us focus on Advent and prepare for the 
true meaning of Christmas, centered on the birth of Jesus. 
Families are encouraged to bring the Baby Jesus figure 
from their home nativity set. The figure will be blessed by 
Bishop LeVoir individually, as families come forward in 
procession. There will be a blessing on families and 
expectant mothers as they prepare for Jesus’ birth in their 
hearts. A “swaddling clothes” collection (blankets, 
sleepers, layette items, etc.) and cash donations will be 
taken for babies in need. For more information, contact 
the diocesan evangelization and catechesis offices at 507-
233-5325.  

lives might be lived in a spirit of Advent preparation, so 

that if we are alive when the world comes to an end, or 

when our world comes to an end through death, we might 

not be sorrowful but joyful at the thought of sharing in 

Christ’s resurrection and everlasting life. Happy Advent!   

                         
              
        
 
        
       Rev. Paul van de Crommert 
       Pastor 

Musician Meeting 

 
      We are asking that all musicians 
and cantors to come to a meeting on 
Monday, December 2nd from 7:00 
to 8:00 P.M. in the church.  We will 
be introducing three new hymns during the Advent and 
Christmas season and would like to go over them with 
the musicians and cantors. Father will also be speaking 
about some liturgical modifications for the music that we 
will be doing as well. Since the meeting has been 
announced well in advance and will only be an hour in 
length; please do your best to prioritize this gathering 
that will be held in church. See you there! 
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The Week Ahead 
Monday, December 2: Weekday         
 8:05 am - Rosary 
 8:30 am - Mass - Judy Braam† 
 7:00 pm - Cantor/Musician Meeting - Church 
Tuesday, December 3: Saint Francis Xavier, Priest    
 No Morning Mass  
 6:00 pm - C.C.W. Meeting/Holiday Potluck Supper -  
       Church lower hall 
Wednesday, December 4: [Saint John Damascene, Priest 
and Doctor of the Church]      
 9:15 - Mass at Oak Terrace - The Fuller Family 
 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm – Sewing Group (Lower Level PC)   

 3:00 pm - Penance Service - SSND (Father attends) 
 6:00 pm  - 7:05 pm -  Faith Formation Classes 
 6:00 pm - Adult Choir Practice - Choir Room  
Thursday, December 5: Weekday         
 8:05 am - Rosary 
 8:30 am - Mass - Jan Schmidt† 
Friday, December 6: [Saint Nicholas, Bishop]       
 8:05 am - Rosary 
 8:30 am - Mass - Gerald Erkel† 
      *Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament following Mass 
       9:00 am - 3:00 pm – Eucharistic Adoration  
 3:00 pm - Benediction 
 6:30 pm - Musician Holiday  Party 
Saturday, December 7: Saint Ambrose, Bishop and 
Doctor of the Church            
 4:30 pm – Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 4:30 pm – Rosary 
 5:00 pm – Mass - Dale Sieberg† 
 6:00 pm -  Holy Rosary Christmas Party & C.C.W. Bake  
              Sale - Church lower hall 
Sunday, December 8: 2nd Sunday of Advent  
 7:30 am - Rosary 
 8:00 am - Mass - People of Holy Rosary Parish 
       9:30 am  – Rosary 
     10:00 am – Mass  - Mathew & Mackenzie Duck 

 

Weekend 
Ministry Schedule  
December 7th & 8th 

Lectors: 
 5:00 pm    Tom Koch 
 8:00 am    Michelle Fischer 
        10:00 am  Chris Cain 

Eucharistic Ministers: 
 5:00 pm  Pat & Wanda Hull, Bev Linnes, Mary Beth  
    Nygaard, Rick Gruber, Karen Winters  
 8:00 am  Arlyce Anderson, Craig Amundson, Terri  
    Compton, Cathy Neve, Julie Schoettler, Michelle  
    Elligworth 
 10:00 am  Ryan Howe, Maxine Davis, Brent Friedrichs, 
      Darlene Schorn, Dennis Haga, Sherry Henrickson 

Altar Servers: 
 5:00 pm   Annie Wingert, Timothy Cain,  
     Zach Chelstrom (C/B/B) 
        8:00 am   Joseph Cullen, Carson Fischer,  
     Danielle Fischer (C/B/B)   
 10:00 am Abi Lang, Emma Bernard, Nathan Lang (C/B/B) 

Presentation of Gifts:  
 5:00 pm   Paul Manderfield Family 
 8:00 am   Frank Weber Family   
 10:00 am  Les Calsbeek Family 

Ushers: 
 5:00 pm   Steve & Barb Enderle, Dan Voracek,  
     Bob Meyer (Head Usher) 
 8:00 am   Dean Cullen, Frank Weber, Donna Wenkel,  
     Arlyce Anderson (Head Usher) 

 10:00 am Teresa Kolstad, Isaac Kolstad, John Jagerson, 
     Blaine Kolstad (Head Usher) 

Rosary Leaders:     
 5:00 pm   Steve Enderle 
 8:00 am   Arlyce Anderson   
 10:00 am  Donna Wolf  

Music Ministry:          
 5:00 pm   Adult Choir/Michael Steimel 
 8:00 am    Joe Kunkel/Michael Steimel 
 10:00 am  Tom Bachmann/Vicki Galli 

Money Handlers:          
 5:00 pm   Jim Theuninck 
 8:00 am   Dolores Portz    
 10:00 am  Jeff Lang  
Money Counters - December 2019: Bob Manwarren, Terri 
Compton, Bob Meyer, John Holden 
Bulletin Folders -  December 2019: Ruth Fitterer, Rosal Molski,  
Mary Haley, Ken Thiele, Anne Doyle 

Upcoming Parish Events 
 

 Musician/Cantor Meeting - Monday, December 
2nd, 7:00 pm, Church 

 C.C.W. Meeting/Holiday Potluck Supper - Tuesday, 
December  3rd, Church Lower Hall  

  Holy Rosary Christmas Party - Saturday, December  7th, 
6:00 pm, Church Lower Hall 

  C.C.W. Advent Bake Sale -  Saturday & Sunday, December 
7th & 8th, Church Lower Hall 

  Communal Penance Service - Sunday, December 15th, 3:00 
pm, Church 

Christmas Wreaths 

Calvary Cemetery is now taking orders for 
Christmas Wreaths to be placed on your loved 
one’s grave.  The cost is $25.00. To order 
please call Terry Miller at 507-995-1010. 
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Congratulations! 
         Our prayers and best wishes go out 

to Dan Miller and Clarissa Pudenz on the 

occasion of their Wedding that I celebrated 

as pastor at the Church of the Sacred Heart this past 

Saturday. If you recall, Dan was received into the Catholic 

faith this past Easter Vigil at Holy Rosary. The couple is 

now the youngest married couple of Holy Rosary’s parish 

family. Our prayers and best wishes go out to the couple 

as we wish them both many years of health, happiness 

and most of all holiness. Our prayers and congratulations 

go out to them and to their families. Congratulations. 

C.C.W./K.C. Christmas 

Party 
         The Annual C.C.W./K.C. Christmas 
Party will be held NEXT Saturday, 
December 7th, after the 5:00 P.M. 

Mass. The Advent Bake sale will also be taking place that 
weekend. Mark your calendars! 
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Stepping Up in Faith 
Collected this week:                    $0.00 
Received to date:       $83,217.22 
Goal:               $175,000.00  
 

      The following pictures were taken on Wednesday, 

November 20th. As you can see, the footings are being 

completed and sand is being packed in around the 

foundation areas. You can begin to see the outline of the 

new steps rising up out of the ground. The weather has 

been good these past couple of weeks and so a good deal 

of progress has been made, even though it is mostly 

underground. Perhaps we will see the conclusion of this 

project before we see the New Year of 2020!?!      
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This Week in Faith Formation 
       This week we will be having class at 6:00 P.M. for 

grades 1-8. We kindly ask that your son or daughter 

would be in the building by about 5:50 P.M. We have a 

number of students arriving well after 6:00 P.M. and with 

only an hour of class, every minute counts. It is also 

difficult to begin teaching when you are still missing 

students. Thank you so much for your help and the 

faithfulness in attending class weekly. 

Confirmation Class Next 

Weekend 
        Our next Confirmation class will be held 

on Sunday December 8th, beginning with Mass at 10:00 
A.M., followed by a light lunch and then class from 12:00 
- 2:00 P.M. This is our 4th class for our program and with 
the completion of this class, we are already through ONE 
THIRD of our class time. Where does the time go? A 
complete, updated and (tentative) schedule has been 
given to the students at our November 24th class. Please 
do your best to prioritize the remaining 8 classes prior to 
their Confirmation with Bishop LeVoir on April 18th at 
5:00 P.M.  

Are Your Children Going to Be Absent 

From Class? 
 If your son or daughter is sick or for some 
other reason not able to attend class on 
Wednesday evening, it would be greatly 
appreciated if you would contact the Parish Office 
sometime on Wednesday or before class. If we do not 
have an excused absence, we are obligated to check with 
the household. In an age of abduction, it would save us a 
great deal of time calling if you could call the office and 
let us know if your child will be absent. Thank you for 
your attention in this matter. 

Students Should Come to Communal 

Penance Service Dec 15th 
       With the shortage of priests, it is 
difficult to secure priests on a Wednesday 
evening to assist with the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation with our Faith Formation 
students. Therefore, this Advent, we are 

asking that the parents, who are the primary educators 
of the faith would take the time to bring their young 
people to the Sacrament of Reconciliation in the Parish 
Penance Service in two weeks on Sunday, December 15th 
at 3:00 P.M. What a powerful witness and teachable 
moment for a parent to walk into the confessional. That 
action alone speaks volumes that we are all in need of 
the mercy and the forgiveness of Almighty God and not 
just for our young people when they are about to 
receive a major sacrament like First Holy Communion or 
the Sacrament of Confirmation. There will be 5 priests 
assisting with individual confessions. Confirmation 
students and their families are required to be part of 
this service as part of their class time and spiritual 
preparation. “Go in peace, your sins are forgiven!” 

Monarch Meadows Giving Tree 
     We will again collect money this year for the Giving 
Tree at Monarch Meadows.  Please send any donations 
you wish to give to your son/daughter to give to their 
teacher on December 4th or 11th. Thanks in advance for 
your generosity! 

Second Graders’ First 

Reconciliation 
         First Reconciliation for our second 
graders and their families has been set for 
Sunday, January 12th at 1:00 P.M. All of our second 
graders from both our Faith Formation program as well 
as from our Catholic School are required to be in 
attendance as well as their parents and families. 
Following the service and a time of individual 
confessions, there will be a light reception in the lower 
social hall. As pastor, I met with our second graders a 
week ago during their time of Faith Formation. These 
second graders are a bright group as we reviewed the 
sacrament and took a tour of the Reconciliation room. 
Please mark your calendars for this important faith 
formation date.   
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Baptism! 
 Our prayers and best wishes go out to 
Travis and Cassie Lietha on the occasion of 
the Baptism of their child, Rhett Loren 
Lietha.  
 May the Baptism of this child in the waters of new 
birth, be the beginning of a life-time relationship with 
Jesus Christ. Blessings to you today and always! 

Diocesan Ministries 

Appeal 
Thank you to all who have given to 

the Diocesan Ministries Appeal.  If you have not had the 
opportunity to make your pledge or gift yet, envelopes 
are available in the pews or in the back of church.  You 
may return your pledge in the collection basket or simply 
drop it in the mail.  You may also make your pledge or 
gift online at https://www.dnu.org/dma/.    Either way, 
your gift will be counted toward your parish goal.  Be 
assured that your gift will only be used to support those 
ministries designated in the DMA brochure - ministries 

that are vital to our diocesan church and local parishes. 

K. of C. Council #5551 News 
  

      December 12 - Planning Meeting 

Prayers and support for all of our sick and injured 
of Holy Rosary Parish 

Our prayers go out to all of the sick and injured in our 
parish who are at home, in the hospital, nursing homes or 
assisted-living residences. May God bless them and keep 
them under His guidance and protection!   

For Our Families 
Monday Christian & Melinda Sturm 
Tuesday Diana Wieneke 
Wednesday John & Karen Huettl 
Thursday Dorothy Sandvig 
Friday Brad & Shelia Ludewig 
Saturday Lynn Hill 
Sunday William & Lynda Ernst 

Home Visitation: If you wish to have yourself or a loved 
one receive the sacraments, Holy Communion or a personal 
pastoral visit, please call our coordinator, Lorraine Klaseus 
at 507-388-4932 

Lord, Hear Our Prayers 

For Those Who Are Ill & Special Needs 
 Ruth Baker, Laurice Telshaw, Arnie & Eileen 
Wadekamper, Mary Kelly, Molly Viehweg,  Mary McVicker, 
Steve Drummer, Ruth Fitterer, Steve Fitterer, Brandon 
Winters, Nancy Eilbert, Dan Telshaw, Charles Wesely, 
Craig Van Loy, Delores Haubrich , Orval Marquardt, Amy 
Cain, Gerard Lorentz, Dave Neubert, Michael Steimel 

For Those in the Military 
Nick Blace Matt McGraw William Backes 
Jared Hiniker Christopher Schmidt  Ben Barsness 
Dana Schiller Anna Drummer Timothy Eick  
Mark Hansen  

This Week’s Readings 
Mon: Is 4:2-6 (second choice)/Mt 8:5-11 (175)     
Tues: Is 11:1-10/Lk 10:21-24 (176)   
Weds: Is 25:6-10a/Mt 15:29-37 (177)  
Thurs: Is 26:1-6/Mt 7:21, 24-27 (178) 

Fri: Is 29:17-24/Mt 9:27-31 (179)  
Sat: Is 30:19-21, 23-26/Mt 9:35—10:1, 5a, 6-8 (180)  
Sun: Is 11:1-10/Rom 15:4-9/Mt 3:1-12 (4) Pss II 

Learn about Loyola Catholic School (PS-12) at Crusader 
for a Day, November 8th.  
Visit www.loyolacatholicschool.org or Contact Angela 
Casteel at acasteel@loyolacatholicschool.org or 
507.388.0615 to schedule family tours, shadow a class or 
student for the day.  
 Loyola is always looking for substitutes for teaching, 
paraprofessionals and facilities. Contact Angela Casteel if 
you are interested. acasteel@loyolacatholicschool.org or 
507.388.0615 
  Your parish support makes all we do, learn, and 
celebrate at Loyola possible.   

Leading through Faith, Academic Excellence, and 
Service. 

Prayer Chain 

 If you have a short term prayer request or 
prayer of thanksgiving for our prayer chain to 
pray for, please call Teresa Kolstad at 327-9810.   

 
This Week’s Sanctuary Light Intention:  

Fuller Family 

https://www.dnu.org/dma/
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Echo Food Shelf 

Collection Boxes  
  
 There are boxes by each of the 

church entrances for your donation of non-perishable 
food items that will be given to the Echo Food Shelf, our 
local food bank for the needy in our community.  Please 
remember those in our own town who are less fortunate 
and are food insecure this holiday season. Thank you! 

C.C.W. Meeting/Potluck and 

Collection for CADA  
 

 The next C.C.W. 
meeting/potluck supper will 
be Tuesday, December 3rd, 

at 6:00 P.M. in the lower church hall. All women of the 
parish are invited!  
 At this meeting, the C.C.W. will be taking up a 
collection to give to CADA, the local shelter for victims of 
domestic violence. In the past, personal care items have 
been collected, but as CADA is currently undergoing some 
renovation, they do not have much storage space for 
those items, so a monetary collection would be most 
helpful for them at this time.  

Knights of Columbus Christmas 

Tree Lot Is Open! 
  
 The North Mankato Knights of Columbus  

#5551 Christmas tree lot, located next to Blue Skye 
Mercantile, 237 Belgrade Ave., in North Mankato will be 
open: Saturday, November 23rd and Sunday, November 
24th from 9:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M. Friday, November 29th; 
Saturday, November 30th and Sunday, December 1st 
from 9:00 A.M. - 7:00 P.M. Starting Monday, December 
2nd the lot will be open weekdays from 4:00 - 8:00 P.M. 
and weekends 9:00 A.M. - 7:00 P.M. 

Our Gifts to God & Holy Rosary 

Adult Contributions $4,355.40 
Plate Collection $438.50 
Electronic Giving $3599.22 
Junior Collection $56.50 
All Saints/All Souls $220.00 
Christmas Flowers $846.00 
Front Steps $75.00 
Fall Festival Silent Auction $30.00 
 
Weekly Offering Total       $9,620.17 

Weekly offering goal is set at $10,300.00 
 

Bridging the Gap $1,430.00 
Additional Weekly Income           $1,115.00 
Grand Total *      $10,735.17 
Total weekly stewardship goal is set at $13,200.00 

 
Thanks for your gifts of gratitude to God!!! 

Stewardship of Gratitude 

Stewardship of Gratitude 
        
 Happy Thanksgiving! It is a special time to give 
thanks to God for all that we have and for all that we 
possess. We are now coming into the season of Advent 
and a time of preparation. Of course, the preparation is 
not so much for the holidays, but more with going home 
for all eternity with Almighty God.  
       Traditionally, Advent has been considered a “Little 
Lent” as we are called in a “smaller” way to still pray, 
fast and give. As you make out your Christmas list and 
give to all the “individuals” that have been “naughty or 
nice” in your life; might you also consider that 
“institution” that has stood faithfully on the corner of 
Grant and Sherman Streets for some 70 years. With 
many parishes in our Diocese of New Ulm that have 
closed or will be closing; please know that their closures 
are not simply due to the agricultural economy or the 
down-sizing of family life, but also because of the loss of 
faith and the loss of finances. Your support at this time 
of year, which is our largest time to collect stewardship 
is most welcome. Thank you for all that you do 
throughout the calendar year. Happy Thanksgiving! 

Your Christmas Plans… 
The great feast of Christmas is just around the corner. 

Perhaps you are again interested in the Christmas Mass 
schedule as you make plans with your family and friends. 
The schedule has remained the same as previous years.  

 

Tuesday, Dec. 24th: 4:00 pm & 10:00 pm
 Wednesday, Dec. 25th: 8:00 am & 10:00 am 
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The Nutcracker | Mankato Ballet Company 
 Join the Mankato Ballet Company for “The 
Nutcracker” on Saturday, December 7th at the 
State Street Theater at 1 N. State Street New Ulm, 
MN and December 12th and 13th at 7pm; 
December 14th and 15th at 1pm and 5pm at the Ted 
Paul Theater at MSU Mankato.  

Advent Day of Reflection 

 Come celebrate Advent with Mary on 
Saturday, December 7th, from 9:00 am to 
3:00 pm at Sacred Space Ministry on Good 
Counsel Hill, Mankato, Minnesota. The day 

will include input, reflection, stories, and sharing. Give 
yourself the gift of a day to enter into the spirit of Advent! 
The fee for the day is $40.00 which includes lunch. To 
register please call 507-389-4266 or email 
mjwelter@ssndcp.org. 

New Missals! 
        Thank you to all of you who gave up 

a little bit of time after the morning 

Mass to exchange our old missals for 

the new ones. Many hands make work 

light. Thank you for your help. Let us 

plan to do it again next year! Thanks 

again. 

Lessons and Carols 
 On Friday, December 6th, at 6:30 P.M., Ss Peter & 
Paul’s  will present “Lessons and Carols,” an evening of 
Scripture and song as we prepare of the Lord’s Nativity. 
The event will be held in the main church.  

Save the Date - 

December 9th -  

Solemnity of Mary 
      Save the date with the Blessed 

Mother for Monday, December 9th (not 

the 8th). The Feast of the Immaculate 

Conception is still a Holy Day and Solemnity, although 

not a day of obligation. You are encouraged to come and 

to celebrate Mary’s conception through her parents St. 

Ann and St. Joachim which was free of all original sin of 

our first parents Adam and Eve. Certainly something this 

holy is worth celebrating! Don’t you think? 

Christmas Flowers and Decorations  
Although the season of Advent has 

barely begun, we are already putting the 
finishing touches on ordering flowers 
and plants as well as decorations for 
Christmas 2019. Your generosity to this fund is greatly 
needed. 

Attached to this week’s bulletin is an envelope for 
Christmas flowers. As in the past, we invite you to give 
your offering in memory of a loved one (living or 
deceased), by writing down the name(s) on the front of 
the envelope (please print & indicate if living or 
deceased), along with your donation and place it in the 
Sunday collection. An insert will be placed in the parish 
bulletin along with those who donated and who they wish 
to remember in a special way. The deadline for submitting 
envelopes and names will be Monday, December 16th, 
before the close of the work day at 5:00 pm. 

Retirement Fund for Religious Collection 
Support the Retirement Fund for the Religious! Do you 

remember the sisters, brothers, or religious order priests 
who made a positive difference in your life? Today many 
are elderly and need assistance. Their religious 
communities struggle to meet retirement needs while 
continuing to serve the People of God. Please give to next 
week’s second collection.  

Adopt a Family for Christmas! 
 

Join the Social Concerns Committee this year in 
providing necessities and Christmas joy to a needy family 
in Nicollet County. Please take an envelope from the 
Christmas Tree in the back of church (by the St. Theresa 
statue), and have fun purchasing the gift on the card for 
one of the 4 small children or the mother. Then return the 
wrapped gift (with the enclosed card identifying who it is 
for) and place the gift under the tree. The gifts need to be 
returned by the weekend of December 14th & 15th in 
order to be delivered in time for Christmas to the family. 
THANK YOU in advance for your generosity.  

          -Social Concerns Committee 
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Holy Rosary Parish 
Council of Catholic Women  

  

Advent Bake Sale 
 

Cakes, Bars, Cookies, Breads,  
Pies, Candies and More! 

 

Holy Rosary Church Lower Hall 
 

Saturday, December 7 – after the 5:00 Mass 
Sunday, December 8 – after the 8:00 and 10:00 Masses 

 
Women of the parish are asked to bring baked items for the sale, if possible.  

Thank you! 

The Council of Catholic Women and the Knights of Columbus 

invite you to the 6th Annual Parish Christmas Party! 
Saturday, December 7th 

After the 5:00 pm Mass 
 

Pasta supper, entertainment for the children, a visit from Santa, and 
good will towards all! 

 
 
 

 
 

  

 
A free GIFT to the parish from your Council of Catholic Women  

and the Knights of Columbus Council 5551 
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Education Committee Minutes 
Holy Rosary Catholic Church 

October 7, 2019 
 
      The Holy Rosary Education Committee was called 
to order at 7:00 P.M. on Monday, October 7th. The 
meeting opened with the prayer for the Mass. The 
minutes of the August 12th, meeting were reviewed 
and approved as read. The agenda was approved with 
no other additions. Nearly all members of the 
Education Committee were in attendance. 
        
 Pastor’s Comments: Father stated that the 
Education Committee had met several times during 
the summer as they were working on reorganizing the 
Faith Formation program for the fall. The Education 
Committee thought that it would be important to 
meet in October, to see how the year had started off 
and to address any concerns or questions that needed 
to be addressed. Father expressed that the first class 
or two seemed to go very smoothly. He had met with 
all of the catechists one-on-one prior to the start of 
the school year. As he walked through the hallway on 
the first classes, he felt very pleased that the rooms 
were relatively quiet with attentive students and 
active learning taking place. 
       

  Business: Youth Ministry:  The sub-committee 

had not done any more at this time with the study of 

the Youth Ministry program, but will continue to work 

with establishing a program in the coming months, 

with the hopes to have it in place by the fall of 2020. 

Faith Formation Calendar: Father reviewed with the 

Education Committee the Faith Formation calendar for 

the first semester. There were some slight changes 

and adjustments recommended to the calendar that 

Father noted. The second semester schedule will be 

posted in December 2019. Blaze Events: In the past, 

Blaze events ( a time of prayer and enrichment at the 

Neumann Center at M.S.U.) was a requirement for the 

Confirmation students to attend at least one session. 

The Education Committee and Father both felt it was a 

good experience, but that students felt a pressure to 

attend. Father asked the committee if it should still be 

held as a Confirmation requirement? The members 

felt that there is already so many expectations placed 

on the Confirmation students with service hours, etc. 

that it should be let go. Father accepted the 

committee’s recommendation in this matter. 

Community Dinners: Father asked if this practice of 

weekly community meals should be continued. The 

Education Committee liked the idea of having a meal 

and gathering before class. Concerns last year was 

that people did not know what the menu was going to 

be and people do not want to come if they don’t 

know what is being served. Other concerns were 

raised that if the meals occur weekly, they become 

less special. It was suggested that some “meal” or 

“social” be planned on a monthly basis. It was decided 

that the parish would begin with an Opening Mass 

and an Ice Cream Social to follow. There would also 

be some gathering with light refreshments after the 

Living Rosary that the Knights of Columbus would host 

in past years in the month of October. The first 

“official” dinner would be held in November. Father 

opened the floor for a menu. It was requested to have 

“Tacos in a Bag” for the first time and another 

gathering in December; perhaps serving sloppy joes. 

The monthly meals would be reviewed at the January 

meeting to see is this is something the parish would 

want to continue. Youth Involvement of the Liturgy: 

Ideas were discussed on how to get the youth 

involved more actively at the weekend Masses. 

Suggestions were offered with nothing definitive 

being decided. There were struggles last year and 

previous years to get the young people to cover the 

various Mass ministries for the Youth Masses. More 

discussion on this topic will be held at the January 

meeting.  Flocknote vs. Email:  Father asked of the 

two ways, which is the better way to communicate 

with the families of our Faith Formation students? The 

members felt that both areas of communication have 

their place. Father was encouraged to exercise both 

forms of communication when addressing the 

parents. There being no further business, the meeting 

adjourned. The next scheduled meeting for the 

Education Committee was set for January 13, 2020 at 

6:30 P.M. in Conference room 1#. The meeting 

adjourned with prayer. 


