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        The angel that announces the 
Good News of Christmas, begins 
with the words: “Do not be afraid”! 
As I write this column on December 
16th, due to ever-earlier deadlines 
from our bulletin publisher, Liturgical 
Publications; I do not feel so much 
“afraid”, but more “anxious”, at 
having all these deadlines to meet, 

prior to the great feast of Christmas. 
         A good friend of mine has worked in retail selling 
religious goods for many years and is nearing 
retirement. When I used to stop by the store in the 
summer months, he would tell me that in the month of 
July they had to travel to a distant city and to make 
purchases for their Christmas inventory. I asked him 
how you could buy Christmas items when it was 90 
degrees outside? He admitted that it did feel a bit 
strange, but it was necessary in order to have the 
product on the shelves in time for the holiday shoppers, 
already beginning in late October of each year. 
         Perhaps the supreme religious goods item of the 
Christmas season (and NO, please do not say the 
Christmas tree), is the nativity scene. It is St. Francis of 
Assisi who instituted this sacramental keep-sake, 
resulting from a pilgrimage he had made to the Holy 
Land and saw the place it was believed that our Blessed 
Lord was born. Upon St. Francis’ return to Italy, he 
asked permission of the Pope at that time, Pope 
Honorious III, for permission to erect a live manger with 
hay, two live animals (an ox and an ass) in a cave in an 
Italian village of Grecio. The Pope gave permission and 
St. Francis invited people to see his live-nativity-scene 
and used it as a backdrop to preach about the 
incarnation of Christ. St. Francis was so moved by the 
nativity scene he had created, that he was not able to 
even speak the word “Jesus”, so resorted to saying, 
with less emotion and less tears, “the Babe of 

(continued  on next page) 

       The angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for behold, I 

proclaim to you good news of great joy that will be for all 

of the people. For today in the city of David a Savior has 

been born for you who is Christ and Lord.”                                                                  

           -St. Luke 

Bethlehem”. Such faith St. Francis had in his holiness! It 
is believed that a miracle was attached to that first 
nativity scene that was erected by the holy St. Francis. 
For they say that the hay that was used by St. Francis 
had a miraculous curative power when it was fed to 
livestock that were sick or dying. 
         From 1223, when the first live nativity scene was 
created by St. Francis, two hundred years later, the 
statuary form become popular in Italy and throughout 
much of western Europe. It is unclear if St. Francis, in his 
first, live nativity scene even had a person play St. Mary, 
St. Joseph or baby Jesus. Many believe that St. Francis 
had the people imagine that they were there in those 
humble surroundings. Yet it is believed that St. Francis 
held that the sacred scene of the Nativity of our Savior 
should not simply be displayed in a certain season, but 
rather should be displayed in our hearts throughout the 
entire year. 
          Pay attention when someone will say on December 
26th, “Well, Christmas is over for another year!”  Well, in 
terms of the secular celebration where we have 
distributed and acquired all that “stuff”, they are correct. 
Christmas for them ended on December 26th. However, 
when it comes to the spiritual reality (and liturgically the 
Christmas season only ends on January 12th), Christmas 
and the incarnation of Christ is to be celebrated the 
entire year.  
         In these past 12 months, I have been embracing the 
spirit of giving like our Lord, although in a smaller and a 
less sacrificial way then coming to earth from heaven. I 
have been giving a fair amount of things away. As I wrote 
some time ago, I have concluded I have too many 
personal possessions. I have given a fair number of 
things to my family and friends. I have donated a fair 
amount to charity and dispossessed of things, selling 
them as I felt that I could live without them because of 
my limited use of those things. I also have been giving 
gifts throughout the season of Advent to friends, 
catechists, parish staff, etc. I felt that this year, by the 
time that the great feast of Christmas arrived, I would 
not have to spend any more time “distributing” things, 
but rather to spend more time on the “devotion” of our 
“Divine Lord” coming to our earth in the form of a 
helpless and humble little Child. 
        May your Christmas be “Merry”, not because of the 

“Many” things that you received, but rather that you 

“Made-up-your-mind” to give generously, and not just 
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“the Quill and the Cloth” continued... 

 
This Week’s Sanctuary Light Intention:  

Those serving in the military 

Pastoral Thank You 

As we have gathered in 
faith to celebrate the coming 
of Christ on earth in human 
form, as pastor, I wish to 
thank each and every one 
who has been so generous, 
even before the great feast of 
Christmas to share your time 
and talent. I certainly want to thank the staff  
who take on many extra responsibilities from the  
Christmas program, to setting up for the Christmas party,  
to preparing much mail that we send out this time  
of year. 

I also wish to thank, in a special way, our fantastic 
volunteers who gave several hours last Monday at such a 
busy time of year by lifting, carrying, adjusting and climbing, 
as we set up the Christmas decorations to make things 
festive for the Christmas Masses as well as the Christmas 
season.  Not only do they all work hard and work well 
together, but they do it all in a light-hearted and joyful way!  

What would Christmas be without music and 
musicians? Many thanks to Michael Steimel and the choir 
who practiced so hard for this sacred day as well as 
provided the music of Christmas for the worshippers. 
Equally, a special thanks goes out to our musicians, cantors 
and those who provide instrumentation in any form. You 
make Christmas so special! Thank you! 

I also wish to thank the liturgical ministers who assist in 
the various capacities from being ushers and greeters to 
extra-ordinary ministers of the Holy Eucharist, to those who 
lector, present the offertory gifts, deposit and count money 
as well as those that fold and collate the bulletin that you 
are holding in your hands right now. 

I would be remiss if I did not thank, in a special way, my 
altar servers who have been so faithful in serving three-
souls-strong and those who came for a practice before the 
10:00 am Mass of Christmas. For those who served for 
Christmas, we presented a gift to them for their service.  

Most of all, thank you to you, the faithful, who always 
come in such strong numbers for these important liturgies 
of the Church. Even if everything was perfectly decorated, 
sung and served, but no one was in church, it would still not 
be a joyful celebration. May this Christmas be remembered 
for all of the sacrifices of so many, and most especially the 
sacrifice of Jesus, who came to this earth to take away our 
sins and save our souls for Himself for all eternity! Thank 
you, everyone, so much and, oh yes, Merry Christmas!!! 

                                         - Fr. Paul van de Crommert, Pastor 

Happy New Year! 
On behalf of the staff and myself, as 

pastor of Holy Rosary, I want to wish 
each and every one of you a Happy New 
Year with great prosperity both 
spiritually a well as materially. May 2020 
be filled with HEALTH, HAPPINESS and 
most of all HOLINESS. May Mary, our Queen and Mother, 
who we honor at the start of our New Year guide us in 
that same holy leadership as she guided her only begotten 
Son. May this year be even better than 2019!  Happy New 
Year! 

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God – 

Holy Day of Obligation 
Now that the rush and excitement of 

Christmas day is over, it can be easy to think 
we are done with the season.  We cannot 
forget that January 1st is a Holy Day of 
Obligation! It is a very important day to honor 
the Blessed Mother and to ask for her 
protection as we begin the New Year. This New Year’s might 
be the spiritual test to see how much Mary really matters to 
us who claim Mary’s patronage through her Holy Rosary. 
The Masses for this Feast will be celebrated at 5:15 pm on 
New Years Eve and 9:30 am on New Year’s Day! Wouldn’t it 
be something if the church was full? Mary, Mother of God, 
pray for us now and at the hour of our death. 

from your surplus of stuff, stewardship or even from 

some store. May the Almighty God who was so 

generous to us to give to us from His loving heart His 

only begotten Son, inspire you and I to give from our 

heart all year in the “spirit” of Christmas, so that one 

day we might be given heaven and the hope of 

everlasting life. Merry Christmas today and throughout 

the New Year of 2020! God love you!!!   

         
        
 
       Rev. Paul van de Crommert 
       Pastor 
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The Week Ahead 
Monday, December 30: Sixth Day within the Octave 
of the Nativity of the Lord   
 8:05 am - Rosary 
 8:30 am - Mass - Fuller Family 
Tuesday, December 31: VIGIL OF THE SOLEMNITY OF 
MARY, THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD (Holy Day of 
Obligation)  
5:15 pm - Mass - Merle Braam† 
Wednesday, January 1: SOLEMNITY OF MARY, THE 
HOLY MOTHER OF GOD (Holy Day of Obligation)  
 Parish Office Closed - Happy New Year! 
 9:30 am - Mass - Marjorie Cook† 
Thursday, January 2: Saints Basil the Great and 
Gregory Nazianzen, Bishops and Doctors of the 
Church  
 No morning Mass 
Friday, January 3:  [The Most Holy Name of Jesus]  
 8:05 am - Rosary 
 8:30 am - Mass - Robert Sahli† 
      *Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament following Mass 
 9:00 am - 3:00 pm – Eucharistic Adoration 
 3:00 pm - Benediction 
Saturday, January 4: Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton, 
Religious        
 4:30 pm – Rosary 
 5:00 pm – Mass - Frank Belanger† 
Sunday, January 5: THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD  
 7:30 am - Rosary 
 8:00 am -  Mass - People of Holy Rosary Parish 
       9:30 am  – Rosary 
     10:00 am – Mass  - Matthew & Mackenzie Duck      

 

Weekend 
Ministry Schedule  
January 4th & 5th 

 
Readers: 
 5:00 pm    Liam Rooney 
 8:00 am    Michelle Fischer 
        10:00 am  John Holden 
Eucharistic Ministers: 
 5:00 pm   Karen Winters, Bev Linnes, Jim Theuninck, Rick  
     Gruber, Pat & Wanda Hull  
 8:00 am   Julie Schoettler, Craig Amundson, Arlyce  
      Anderson, Gene Brandt, Mary Homan,  
     Cathy Neve   
 10:00 am  Brent Friedrichs, Dennis Haga, Sherry  
       Henrickson, Mike & Diane O’Dea, Ryan Howe  
Altar Servers: 
 5:00 pm   Brendan Isenberg, Katie Rooney,  
     Aoife Rooney(C/B/B) 
        8:00 am   Ben Ellingworth, Matt Helget,  
     Gus Nelson (C/B/B)   
 10:00 am Emma Bernard, Andrew Kohrs,  
      Ryan Hacker (C/B/B) 
Presentation of Gifts:  
 5:00 pm   Paul Manderfield Family 
 8:00 am   Paul & Karen Harguth   
 10:00 am  Lindsay Kohrs Family 
Ushers: 
 5:00 pm    Steve & Barb Enderle, Karen Winters,  
      Mark Weingartz  (Head Usher) 
 8:00 am    Bill Fasnacht, Leroy Gappa, Paul Harguth,  
      Doug Helget (Head Usher) 
 10:00 am Teresa Kolstad, Isaac Kolstad, Steve Kaiser,  
      Blaine Kolstad (Head Usher) 
Rosary Leaders:     
 5:00 pm   Steve Enderle 
 8:00 am   Arlyce Anderson  
 10:00 am Donna Wolf  
Music Ministry:          
 5:00 pm   /Michael Steimel 
 8:00 am    Michael Steimel 
 10:00 am  Vicki Galli 
Money Handlers:          
 5:00 pm   Jim Theuninck 
 8:00 am   Dolores Portz  
 10:00 am  Mary Homan  
Money Counters: 
 January 2020: Arlyce Anderson, Bill Fasnacht, Shirleen  
       Gulden, Jan Nelson 
Bulletin Folders: 
  January 2020: Betty Rykhus, Dolores Portz, Lenora  
         Hickey, Amy Williams 

Upcoming Parish Events 
 

 Faith Formation Classes Resume - Wednesday, 
January 8th, 6:00 pm.  

Confirmation Class - Sunday, January 12th, 12:00 pm, 
Conference Room 2.  

First Reconciliation - Sunday, January 12th, 3:00 pm, 
main church 
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Second Graders’ First 

Reconciliation 
         First Reconciliation for our second 
graders and their families has been set for 
Sunday, January 12th at 3:00 P.M. (Please note time 
change due to confirmation class) All of our second 
graders from both our Faith Formation program as well 
as from our Catholic School are required to be in 
attendance as well as their parents and families. 
Following the service and a time of individual 
confessions, there will be a light reception in the lower 
social hall. As pastor, I met with our second graders a 
week ago during their time of Faith Formation. These 
second graders are a bright group as we reviewed the 
sacrament and took a tour of the Reconciliation room. 
Please mark your calendars for this important faith 
formation date.   

 

    Solemnity of Mary, the 
Holy Mother of God 
      Dec 31st & Jan 1st 

 
 

Readers: 
 5:15 pm     Cindy Gawrych    
 9:30 am     Cathy Neve  

Eucharistic Ministers: 
 5:15 pm   Pat & Wanda Hull, Tom & Mary Clare  
     Wyrowski,  Brenda Voracek, Jim Theuninck  
 9:30 am  Curt & Donna Stanke, Arlyce Anderson,  
   Maxine Davis, Darlene Schorn, Terri Compton   
Altar Servers:  
 5:15 pm   Anna Voracek, James Voracek,  
      Timothy Cain   
 9:30 am   Joseph Cullen, Dennis Muga,  
      Ethan Westermann (C/B/B)   
Presentation of Gifts:  
 5:15 pm  Steve & Barb Enderle 
 9:30 am    Dave & Cathy Neve  

Ushers: 
 5:15 pm     Jacob Voracek, Bob Meyer, Tom Rheaume,  
      Dan Voracek (Head Usher) 
 9:30 am    Jim Levandowski, Donna Wenkel, Bob  
      Wegscheid, Doug Helget  (Head Usher) 

Music Ministry:          
 5:15 pm  N/A 
 9:30 am     Tom Bachmann, Kathy Jo Johns/Vicki Galli 

Money Handlers:          
 5:15 pm  Tom & Mary Clare Wyrowski 
 9:30 am    Curt Stanke 
  

Last Classes in Faith  

Formation for 2019 
      A week ago Sunday we held our last Confirmation class for 
the 2019 calendar year. Classes will resume for Confirmation 
on Sunday, January 12, 2020! Our last class for grade school 
and middle school also concluded for the calendar year this 
past Wednesday. Classes will resume for grades 1-8 on 
Wednesday, January 8th, 2020 at 6:00 P.M. 
      At our last class for Confirmation, we had a small 
celebration of Christmas, as there was a small treat, and after  
that I showed a video called the “Demographic Winter.” The 
students took a few notes on this documentary in which the 
video describes in detail that the world is experiencing a 
demographic shift. In the coming decades, we will have more 
people retired than those in the work force. At the conclusion 
of class, I spoke to the students about marriage and how it 
should be approached from the Catholic perspective. 
      The students also came to celebrate the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation an hour or so later, and I had a small Christmas 
gift for each of them as they stopped by the confessional on 
their way out the door. 
       A parent from the parish came to me at Mass a week ago 
Sunday and told me that she had been hearing only good 
things about this year’s Confirmation program and the 
student’s response. I have to say as both their pastor and their 
teacher, that I have been pleased at their response in class 
through their attendance, turning in the required materials 
that are expected of them, and their participation in the Holy 
Eucharist weekly. They are showing true “zeal” and interest in 
the faith, which is so good to see as a catechist. I teased the 
students in our last class (they do not laugh very easily), as I 
told them that I got them all a Christmas gift but they did not 
get anything for me. The truth is their faithfulness in 
attending class, their faithful attention in the classroom and 
turning in their assignments, their faithfulness to coming to 
Mass each week, is a wonderful spiritual gift all by itself. 
When we return to class in January, our instruction will already 
be 50% done. The time is going quickly for this priest and 
perhaps too for our students. Have a great Christmas 
Confirmation candidates. 
       At the close of class a week ago  Wednesday, I had a gift 
for each of our catechists as they headed out the building for 
the last time in 2019. I have been proud of our catechists as I 
believe they are making very good use of the sacred hour that 
they have with our young people. As I walk through the halls, I 
see and hear active learning going on. The students are 
responding more to the celebration of the Holy Eucharist and 
this is evidenced by a greater response of stewardship from 
the past. May our catechists and our students have a great 
Christmas break and be eager again with our students to grow 
in the knowledge and love of the Lord in 2020, the year of our 
Lord.  Merry Christmas and Happy New Year everyone! Thank 
you!  
      - Father van de Crommert 
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Prayers and support for all of our sick and injured 
of Holy Rosary Parish 

Our prayers go out to all of the sick and injured in our 
parish who are at home, in the hospital, nursing homes or 
assisted-living residences. May God bless them and keep 
them under His guidance and protection!   

For Our Families 
Monday Patti Sjulstad 
Tuesday Rosalia Molski 
Wednesday Joel & Marla Endres 
Thursday Dick & Sue Cashman 
Friday Liam & Karen Rooney 
Saturday Elmer & Patricia Heirigs 
Sunday David & Barbara Viehweg 

Home Visitation: If you wish to have yourself or a loved 
one receive the sacraments, Holy Communion or a personal 
pastoral visit, please call our coordinator, Lorraine Klaseus 
at 507-388-4932 

Lord, Hear Our Prayers 

For Those Who Are Ill & Special Needs 
 Ruth Baker, Laurice Telshaw, Arnie & Eileen 
Wadekamper, Mary Kelly, Molly Viehweg,  Mary McVicker, 
Steve Drummer, Ruth Fitterer, Steve Fitterer, Brandon 
Winters, Nancy Eilbert, Dan Telshaw, Charles Wesely, 
Craig Van Loy, Delores Haubrich , Orval Marquardt, Amy 
Cain, Gerard Lorentz, Dave Neubert, Dale Nickel, Dorothy 
Jo Hiniker 

For Those in the Military 
Nick Blace Matt McGraw William Backes 
Jared Hiniker Christopher Schmidt  Ben Barsness 
Dana Schiller Anna Drummer Timothy Eick  
Mark Hansen  

This Week’s Readings 
Mon: 1 Jn 2:12-17/Lk 2:36-40 (203) Pss Prop    
Tues: 1 Jn 2:18-21/Jn 1:1-18 (204) Pss Prop  
Weds: Nm 6:22-27/Gal 4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21 (18) Pss Prop   
Thurs: 1 Jn 2:22-28/Jn 1:19-28 (205) Pss I 

Fri: 1 Jn 2:29—3:6/Jn 1:29-34 (206)  
Sat: 1 Jn 3:7-10/Jn 1:35-42 (207)  
Sun: Is 60:1-6/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12 (20) Pss Prop 

Prayer Chain 

 If you have a short term prayer request or 
prayer of thanksgiving for our prayer chain to 
pray for, please call Teresa Kolstad at 327-9810.   

Welcome to Holy Rosary! 
        

 Are you new to the area and would like 
to join our growing Holy Rosary parish 
family? Are you new to the area or would like to join Holy 
Rosary parish? Just go to holyrosarynorthmankato.com/
membership-registration and download the registration 
forms to fill out. You can also simply send us your contact 
information via an easy-to-use form and we will mail you a 
hard copy of those forms. Come join our growing Holy 
Rosary parish family!  

Congratulations to the new Loyola Activities Hall of Fame 
inductees: 
Female Athletes:  Kim (Sheldon) Brunmeier ‘92, Sarah  
       (Price) Boyle ‘05, Stephanie (Price)  
       Reneau ‘08 
Male Athletes:  Kevin Mettler ‘85, Dan Ward ‘91,  
          Truc Ho ‘04 
Fine Arts:  Kim Rotchadl ‘75, Bridget Hermer ‘80,  
Coaches:  Dale Compton ‘91, Chris Biehn 

 Inductees will be formally recognized at halftime of 
the boys’ varsity basketball game on Saturday,  January 
11 in the Fitzgerald gym, 110 N 5th Street, Mankato. 
Inductees and their families are also invited to a 
pregame reception at Fitzgerald starting at 6 pm. 

 During this season of Advent and reflection, please 
consider a year-end gift to Loyola and its students. Your 
support is a direct investment in their future and tells 
them, “I support you; I’m here with you.” Please contact 
Sam Smith or Matt Fink in the Development Office with 
any questions They can be reached at 507-386-5300. 
Gifts are tax deductible, as applicable under IRS 
guidelines.  
   
THANK YOU to all who send us Box Tops for Education, 
Hy-Vee receipts. Loyola no longer processes Campbell’s 
soup labels.   
 

Your parish support makes all we do, 

learn, and celebrate at Loyola 

possible.   

Leading through Faith, Academic Excellence, and 
Service. 
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Stewardship Corner 
 

Diocesan United Fund (D.U.F.), Diocesan Priest Pension 
Fund/ Medical, Care Comp Ins, Priest Care Fund, & Audit:                                     
 Pd. to Date: $17,335.14 
 Due: $80,442.69 
 

Annual Diocesan Ministries Appeal (D.M.A.):  
                                         Rec’d. to Date:         $6,190.00 
 Due:   $33,183.26 
  

Loyola Catholic School Assessment: 
 Pd. to Date: $149,571.97  
 Due: $179,571.97 

 

Total Paid to Date 2019-2020: $172,849.97 

Apostolate Stewardship 2019-2020: $293,197.92   

 

       Again this week we contributed another $5,000.00 

to our stewardship commitment for St. Ignatius of 

Loyola Area Catholic School. As you notice from the box 

above, this brings us down to $20,000.00 remaining for 

our commitment and goal for 2019-2020. My pastoral 

hope is that the remainder will be covered from our 

parish checking account on or shortly after January 1st, 

2020. As soon as this stewardship goal is completed, we 

will begin in equally great earnest to work down our 

Diocesan commitment which is in excess of more than 

$60,000.00. You are still encouraged to continue to 

contribute to our Diocesan Ministries Appeal. Last year 

we were only able to raise some $12,000.00 of our 

commitment. Perhaps this year, with a little more effort 

we could get closer to say ….. $15,000.00. You have 

been very generous to the parish and our apostolate 

needs in our greater Mankato area. Thank you for great 

generosity. When we have completed these 

commitments, we intend to continue to work on more 

basic repairs on the interior of our church structure. 

Thank you again and Merry Christmas and a prosperous 

New Year in 2020. 

Council of Catholic 
Women News 

 Thank you to all the 
women who donated to the CADA House women and 
children. Your generosity to the victims of domestic abuse 
in our community was so thoughtful.  
 Reminder that there is no C.C.W. meeting in January. 

Death of a Stove! 
        
 A couple of weeks ago a few 
parishioners approached me before and 
after the weekend Masses with concerns of 

smelling “gas”. Of course, my training is in theology, not 
mechanics or heating. I told some of the folks that the 
natural gas men had been working on the lines and most 
likely this was a residual smell. 
      As we later discovered, “someone” had turned on the 
gas on our ovens in our parish kitchen, but had not re-lit 
the pilot light. So the smell that people were smelling was 
in fact gas. If things had gone poorly, we could have had a 
severe explosion. I know that many people want in their 
homes a gas range. Gas has always scared me and I would 
never want a gas range in a home. If possible I would like 
to avoid using gas in a commercial facility as well because 
of situations such as this one that we recently experienced. 
The stove has been shut off and we discovered additional 
issues with the gas lines as well, among other mechanical 
concerns. 
       In consultation with the leadership of the parish, we 
are ending the use of our gas stove in our parish kitchen at 
this time. In about 150 days, the State of Minnesota has 
mandated that this appliance and the ventilation system 
will be shut down permanently due to its age and 
condition. We believe that this range is original to the 
structure of 1950. In a recent discussion with the Finance 
Council, we are debating about not installing a new gas 
range and ventilation in the future due to the high cost, as 
well as the rare occasions that the range and ovens are 
actually used for meal preparation. Nearly all of our food 
today that is served in our social hall is brought in through 
catering or pot-luck. For those groups on the rare occasion 
that are in need of a stove or cook-top, can make 
arrangements with those renting the kitchen across the 
street in our school kitchen. The food could be prepared in 
that kitchen in school and brought across the street to be 
served. That stove/ventilation in the school have been 
updated in the recent years. I will be in continued 
discussions with the parish leadership and with the 
Finance Council as to what is the best approach to address 
the future needs of our parish kitchen and social hall.                                                                      
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A Personal, Pastoral Thank 

You! 
       On Christmas Day, following the four 

Masses, I took a bit of time to go through 

my Christmas cards that many of sent to me on the 

occasion of Christmas. While I have very good intentions 

in the days and weeks ahead to write either a Christmas 

card or thank you note; allow me to say at this time a 

sincere “thank you” for your kind sentiments, special 

gifts, as well as the stewardship that you enclosed in 

your cards personally to me. Having people share that 

they see the sacrifices the sacred ministry calls the 

servant-leader of a priest to, as well as to say “thank 

you,” means a lot to me personally and makes for a very 

Merry Christmas. Thank you to all of you for your many 

kindnesses and ….watch your mail! Happy New Year!                

         -Father 

Stepping Up in Faith 
Collected this week:                    $0.00 
Received to date:        $83,217.22 
Goal:               $175,000.00      

K. of C. Council #5551 News 
  

       January 9 - Planning Meeting 
 January 23 - General Meeting 

Year-End Giving  
 The end of the year is not far away, 
and it is time to start thinking of strategies 

to maximize the tax benefits of year-end giving.  Federal tax 
laws and many state laws make it possible to reduce or 
eliminate taxes on gifts to charities like your parish, diocese, 
schools and other ministries. Remember that only gifts made 
by December 31st can help reduce the amount of taxes you 
owe next April. Please consult your professional tax advisor 
for tax strategies for your personal situation. 
 Gifts of Cash: The most popular way to give to charity is 
still by cash or check.  Gifts completed by December 31st will 
qualify for tax deductibility for the current tax year.  Gifts of 
cash qualify for up to one-half of your adjusted gross income 
(AGI). You must receive an acknowledgement for gifts of $250 
or more.  
 Gifts from Retirement Plans: Retirement plan assets can 
be a practical source from which to make charitable gifts to 
your parish.  If you are over 70 1/2 and are required to take 
withdrawals from a Traditional IRA, you may want to consider 
making a charitable gift using all or a portion of your 
mandatory withdrawal amount.  This way of giving may result 
in little or no tax impact when you report the amount 
withdrawn along with an offsetting charitable deduction.  

Baptisms! 
 Our prayers and best wishes go out to 
three families who had their children 
baptized this weekend. Michael and Lana 
Bramstedt and their son, Henry Michael 
Bramstedt; Douglas and Mara Hayes, and 
their son Tyven James Hayes; and Daniel and Corynn 
Scaminace and their son,  Charles Victor Scaminace.  
 May the Baptism of these children in the waters of 
new birth, be the beginning of a life-time relationship with 
Jesus Christ. Blessings to you today and always! 

C.C.W. News 
 

 Thank you to all of our C.C.W. women who baked and 
donated goodies for our Advent Bake Sale.  So many 
women bring multiple items and are so generous. Thank 
you also to the women who worked either Saturday or 
Sunday. Of course we cannot forget our wonderful 
parishioners who purchased the baked goods during the 
weekend.  We had a profit of $847.00 to use for our many 
C.C.W. projects.   Thank you everyone for your support!   

Back by Popular Demand! 

“Taste of the Nations” 
 Mark your calendars for, 
Saturday, February 15th, 2020! 
 Because of the abundant 
support from you, our members of 
this parish, for our last two “Taste of the Nations,” it 
gives the committee great pleasure to announce that we 
are going to hold “Taste of the Nations” #3. 
 Thanks to everyone who came last year, and 
enjoyed the evening’s event, we hope that this year’s 
“Taste of the Nations” will again be a fun evening of 
delicious food and fellowship. Share the good news with 
family & friends. Stay tuned for more details. 
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Our Gifts to God & Holy Rosary 

Adult Contributions $6,141.00 
Plate Collection $457.65 
Electronic Giving $3,003.87 
Junior Collection $100.25 
Christmas Collection $740.00 
Christmas Flowers $235.00 
 
Weekly Offering Total    $10,677.77 

Weekly offering goal is set at $10,300.00 
 

Bridging the Gap $0.00 
Additional Weekly Income           $3,896.25 
Grand Total *      $14,547.02 
Total weekly stewardship goal is set at $13,200.00 

 
Thanks for your gifts of gratitude to God!!! 

Stewardship of Gratitude 

Stewardship of Gratitude 
 As the great feast of Christmas has passed, I am 
again very much in the after-glow of gratitude that the 
Masses and all the prior preparation went so well. After 
all these years, as I offered the four Masses for 
Christmas, I could not remember a time when I felt so 
much at peace and  tranquil as I celebrated Mass. 
Everything went so smoothly. From choir to the 
collection everything was upbeat and up. Thank you for 
your continued stewardship support. As we come to the 
close of the year, please consider participating in a “Year
-End Giving” plan. As always, thank you for your gifts.  

Stewardship Corner 
 

Diocesan United Fund (D.U.F.), Diocesan Priest Pension 
Fund/ Medical, Care Comp Ins, Priest Care Fund, & Audit:                                     
 Pd. to Date: $18,052.28 
 Due: $80,442.69 
 

Annual Diocesan Ministries Appeal (D.M.A.):  
                                         Rec’d. to Date:       $17,640.00 
 Due:   $33,183.26 
  

Loyola Catholic School Assessment: 
 Pd. to Date: $164,571.97  
 Due: $179,571.97 

 

Total Paid to Date 2019-2020: $200,264.25 

Apostolate Stewardship 2019-2020: $293,197.92   

 

 As we are winding down the year and anticipating 
celebrating a “Happy New Year”, we are also winding 
down our stewardship commitment for St. Ignatius of 
Loyola Catholic Area School, and as both pastor and 
parishioners, this too should bring us “Happiness” at the 
completion of this annual commitment.  For as we are 
going to press, we are down to just $15,000.00 
remaining, resulting in nearly completing our 
commitment six months in advance. We had a very 
good second collection at Christmas for our Catholic 
School commitment, as our offering increased from a 
year ago. Last year we took in a total of $1,359.00.  This 
year we have taken in so far a total for the Catholic 
School the amount of $1,984.46, which is an increase 
over last year of $625.46.  
       We also having been seeing a significant increase in 
our stewardship to the Diocese of New Ulm for our 
Annual Diocesan Ministries Appeal. Last year in 2018-
2019, the parish was only able to raise a total of 
$15,480.00, which was only 42% of our Diocesan 
established goal. Already this year, we have raised in 
actual money and pledges a total of $17,640.00, which 
is 53% of our total goal and an increase over last year by 
$2,160.00, and an 11% INCREASE!  While I do not expect 
that we will reach a 100% goal, it would be wonderful if 
we could at least get into the 60% or 70% range. Thank 
you to all of you that gave for this Diocesan appeal and 
most especially to those of you that gave this year and 
had not given in the past. 
         However, our stewardship work is far from over. 

We must now be in great earnest to complete our 

(Stewardship Corner  continued) 

**Due to early printing deadlines, the Stewardship 
Corner has been updated since the printing of the 
main bulletin. The most up to date numbers and 
comments are below: 

stewardship commitment to our Diocese of New Ulm for 

the Diocesan United Fund. Presently, we are behind in this 

area where we were a year ago at this time. To date we 

still owe the Diocese before the close of June 2019, a total 

of $62,390.69. With the start of the New Year, we will be 

in earnest to complete this commitment, hopefully by the 

close of March; then the entire collections that we will 

receive for the last 3 months of the fiscal year, will remain 

for the work and ministry of Holy Rosary parish. Thank you 

for your gifts! Happy New Year everyone!   
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(continued on next page) 

Pastoral Council Meeting 
November 11, 2019 

 
 
The Holy Rosary Pastoral Council convened on Thursday, 
November 11th, 2019. Father began with an opening prayer. The 
past minutes of the June 6th, 2019 meeting were approved as 
read. 
       Pastor’s Report:  Father began his comments by stating that 
we just completed one of our most successful Fall Festival 
(November fests) to date. Nearly 600 people were served, the 
Mass attendance both on Saturday and Sunday was very strong 
with a full church at the 10:00 A.M. Mass.  There was a large 
amount of donations given this year for the parish to re-sell. The 
gross intake is approaching $30,000.00, which is excellent. Father 
was equally grateful to all of the people that came to volunteer, 
participate, or contribute to the day. 
          The past summer was busy with continued repairs. A new 
roof was installed on the 1925 school, and the steps are 
presently being worked on with the expected completion date in 
or around the later part of December. There were numerous 
challenges to the church sign, but it has all been approved and 
the parish is moving forward. In the past fiscal year more than a 
$100,000.00 of repairs and updates were performed on the 
parish plant. This fiscal year we anticipate exceeding more than 
$200,000.00 with the new front entrance and church sign. 
           The Education Committee met several times throughout 
the summer with the change in Faith Formation leadership. The 
enrollment from last year to this year is nearly equal or perhaps 
slightly higher. There have been no discipline or disruptive 
concerns to date. Father has felt there is active learning going on 
in all the classrooms. The catechists seemed please and there 
have been no concerns from the parents at this time. Father has 
made an initial visit in all of the classrooms and will be meeting 
with two of the classes this week. Father has had already two, 
two-hour sessions with the Confirmation class. The students 
have been excellent listeners, turning in the materials as 
requested and are attending Mass. Father is very pleased with 
the participation as well as those that are assisting with the 
program. 
           Financially, the parish completed the Fiscal Year of 2018-
2019 in positive territory. Many parishes across the country, as 
well as the Vatican have been experiencing large shortfalls due to 
the clergy crisis. Some people have voted with their 
pocketbooks. The Vatican alone has had a shortfall of 80 million 
dollars in the last year. The parish is able to do the repair work 
and updates due to the continued support of the faithful. Even 
though the overall offerings were down, the parish took in nearly 
$900,000.00 of revenue in the past year. Virtually every week the 
parish was above budget. So far, in this fiscal year, the parish has 
also been above budget as well. The Finance Council met last 
week and are opening the discussion about addressing the many 
issues of our present social hall and parish kitchen at this time. In 
about three weeks, the parish will have about $19,000.00 that it 
still owes in their Loyola School commitment. Father is hoping to 
complete the Loyola commitment by New Year and then to begin 
in earnest on the Diocese of New Ulm Diocesan United Fund. The 

Diocesan Ministry Appeal will begin this weekend with the video 
that will be held immediately after Mass in the main church for 
those that wish to remain and watch the video. 
           The parish also went under a second audit in the past five 
years. At the change of pastors, the Bishop had required an audit 
which is a standard procedure. Now, after five years the parish 
was “randomly” selected to undergo another audit. The auditors 
arrived when Father was returning from Colorado. They reported 
to our Administrator Jim that everything was in good order and 
the final report would be coming out in December of this year. 
Normally, there is a follow-up meeting with the pastor to express 
any major concerns or issues. The auditors said that there was no 
need as everything was in good order. Of course there are 
always some small changes and adjustments that are usually 
recommended. One of the requirements in counting and 
processing the Sunday collections is that “money counters rotate 
in the schedule.” The same people cannot be part of the counting 
from week to week or year to year, and so Father will be 
addressing this area. Father also expressed the importance of 
confidentiality of those who assist with the collection. 
           The Worship Committee met this fall and addressed 
several issues including the change in environment for the fall. 
There have been a number of positive comments about our fall 
decorations. There have been discussions about addressing the 
sacristy and the electrical issues in the sanctuary. A new cordless 
microphone has been ordered due to many problems with our 
present system, even at the Festival Mass. We are also discussing 
about putting up some permanent banners that would match the 
present mural. These would be done by the artist who restored 
our mural. The artist may have time to do this in or around the 
middle of 2020. The Worship Committee is also gearing up for 
Christmas, but have asked that the preliminary work (e.g. the 
heavy lifting) would be done by the men of the parish. Father will 
be working on this in the near future. Father will be working with 
the musicians and is planning a meeting in or around December 
and wants to begin introducing one new hymn during each 
liturgical season. Many people are drawn to a parish based on 
music. There are a number of new servers that need to be 
trained in the coming weeks as well as adding additional lectors 
and Extraordinary Ministers of the Holy Eucharist.  
 
Committee Reports:   
 Council of Catholic Women – Terri Compton:  Holy Rosary 
hosted the Fall Gathering for Deanery 1 on September 24th.  
There were 66 attendees, 23 of whom were from Holy Rosary.  
Denise Hirl from St. Paul Street Evangelization was the speaker. 
Mary Warner was a guest speaker at our October meeting.  She 
talked about her Little Dresses for Africa project. October 13th 
was C.C.W. Recognition Sunday.  A letter from the bishop was 
read prior to each Mass on the weekend.  Domestic violence 
awareness brochures were distributed as well. The C.C.W. 
sponsored a table at the Options for Women Gala on October 
13th. The annual C.C.W. Fall Luncheon was held on October 17th, 
and about 200 lunches were sold.  With the bake sale and other  
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(meeting minutes continued) 

items sold, the C.C.W. made a profit of over $2,200.00. The 
C.C.W. Christmas party will be December 3rd, with a potluck 
followed by the meeting.  Members are asked to bring a gift for 
CADA house women and children. Holy Rosary Parish Christmas 
party sponsored by the K.C.s and C.C.W. will be held December 
7th.  The Advent bake sale will be December 7th and 8th after all 
the masses. 
 Education Committee  – no report. 
 Knights of Columbus – The council participated in North 
Mankato Fun Days with the bingo tent, and had a float in the 
parade.  The Knights provided a tent and set up/take down 
services for Mass in the Park.  Third and Fourth degree members 
were part of the Living Rosary with the Religious Education 
students that was led by Father Paul.  Two tables were 
purchased to help support the Options Gala Fundraiser.  The 
Knights held a blood drive October 24th collecting 52 units.  
Knights provided set up/take down help and ran the bingo room 
for the November Fest. Knights will help honor those who have 
passed away in the last year at the All Souls Mass November 17th 
at 10:00 am. Volunteers will work the Special Olympics State 
Bowling Tournament November 23rd and 24th at the WOW Zone.  
The raffle for religious education drawing will take place 
November 29th.  The K.C. Christmas Tree lot will open on 
November 22nd and 23rd and then November 29th until sold out 
at the Belgrade location again this year.  C.C.W./K.C. Christmas 
party will be held December 7th at 6:00 pm. 
 Social Concerns – At the October 16th meeting, the guest 
speaker was Isaac Landsteiner, coordinator of the Catholic 
Charities of Parish Social Ministry in the Mankato Deanery, 
invited Holy Rosary to join in working more closely together in 
the area of Parish Social Ministry. Given the civic, organizational 
and economic interdependence of the communities of Mankato 
and North Mankato, he believes a unified effort on the part of 
the local Church could be instrumental in encouraging charitable 
outreach and a just social order.  Currently only St. John’s and 
Holy Rosary have an organized working agenda of Social 
Concerns in place.  Mary Beth Nygaard, who attended an initial 
meeting on this matter, will be our liaison for further discussion.  
Holy Rosary Social Concerns is willing to join in as needed but 
wishes also to retain its autonomy.   Connections Ministry - This 
year there is a stationary location, Covenant Family Church on 
Riverfront, with 25 beds.  Sixteen local parishes are involved 
including Holy Rosary.  Intakes are taken each Monday from now 
until April.  Funding is needed for rent and staffing. Ministry of 
the Sick & Homebound - 62 individuals were anointed at the 
Communal Anointing Mass.  Anointing Masses were also held at 
Monarch Meadows Assisted Living and Oak Terrace Assisted 
Living.  Currently 52 of our parishioners are residents of health 
care centers.   Options for Women|Mankato - The 4th Annual 
Gala was held on October 13th with 500 guests registered and 
the entire event was underwritten through silent generosity.  
Thanks were given to the many Holy Rosary parishioners present 
there including Father Paul.  C.C.W. and the K.C.s sponsored 
tables.  The financial gifts and pledges are a blessing, knowing 
that the 2020 operating budget is nearly met and they can look 

forward to becoming an AAAHC accredited pregnancy medical 
clinic.  Christmas Giving Tree-Committee Chair Becky Tolzman is 
planning for the third year a tree at the back of our church with 
cards of needed gifts.  A Blue Earth County family will have their 
need for Christmas gifts on the tree so that parishioners 
interested in purchasing items for them can do so and bring them 
back to the tree by December 17th for distribution. 
Worship Committee/Finance Council – (See Pastor’s Comments)  
        
New Business:  
 Church Front Entrance: Father reported that stewardship 
progress continues to be made on the front entrance with the 
project expected to begin in the near future. In June of 2019, the 
parish had received in designated money a total of $80,992.22. 
As of November of this year, the fund had grown to a total of 
$83,217.22. The contractor for the project is WEB construction 
from Mankato. They are a very reputable firm. They are 
anticipating that the project would be completed on or before 
the Christmas holiday.  Social Hall/Kitchen: Father reported the 
numerous concerns of the parish kitchen and social hall that 
ranges from water issues in the social hall to the State of 
Minnesota determining that the stove/range may no longer be 
used after July 1, 2020 due to safety concerns and age. This 
would also include the ventilation system. A discussion was held 
with the Pastoral Council with suggestions being made on how to 
approach the situation and a general consensus that the social 
hall has not been updated for several decades. More discussion 
on more interior work on the interior of the church structure will 
take place in the future. Uncatechized Youth: The parish has had 
for many years a sizable portion of younger families who are 
members, but not formally allowing their children to be part of 
faith formation. Father led a discussion on how we might 
approach this pastoral issue and to evangelize the parents and 
students back into the Holy Rosary family. The Social Concerns 
Committee saw this as an area that they could work on with the 
possibility of visiting these families as well as to perhaps send a 
letter of interest and concern to those that are not practicing 
their faith or having their children being catechized in the faith of 
the Church.  More discussion will follow in the future.  Pastoral 
Council Members: Father has been re-vitalizing the various 
committees since his arrival and just completed a round of 
recruitment for the Education Committee. Father indicated that 
membership on the various committees is not intended to be a 
life-time membership and will be working on welcoming at least 
2-3 new members to the Pastoral Council in the coming months. 
Father asked for recommendations from the present members of 
the council. The meeting concluded with a handout from Dave 
Grams that was in the realm of evangelization involving a 
program of spiritual enrichment for men that is called “That Man 
is You.” Dave explained the program and thought this might be 
something to be added to the spiritual enrichment and activities 
of Holy Rosary parish. More discussion on this topic may follow in 
the near future.  The next meeting is tentatively set for January.  
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned with 

prayer.  


