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Rev. Paul van de Crommert 
Pastor 

  St. Aloysius, who lived during the great 
pandemic 500 years ago. Pray for us! 
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       My Mother’s immediate family in 
the Netherlands, before the Second 
World War, could not have forseen 
such private and public devastation 
affect their future lives. For when my 
Mother was still a little girl, she would 
lose her 38 year old Mother in death 
after childbirth. This was a great 
personal loss, as her father (my 

Grandfather, Gerard), stood suddenly all alone with six 
children that included a set of newborn twins. Well, he 
picked up the pieces and called on his only sister-in-law, 
my Mother’s aunt, who was unmarried, to come and assist 
in the household work and help manage the young family. 
       My Mother said that it was a great comfort when 
“Tante” (Auntie) came to take care of them.  For her aunt 
both looked and spoke very much like her late mother. 
This aunt was a simple soul and my own Mother who was 
just a grade school girl, became instrumental in helping 
and leading her in daily family life. But my Mother always 
spoke of fondness of her aunt, who often said during those 
troubling days in Dutch,  “Het is altijd iets,” which means 
“It is always something.”  And then my Mother said she 
would add in Dutch, “And if it is not something anymore, 
then we are not here in this world.” 
       Certainly these last days have been quite something, 
but the Good News is that we are still here. And while our 
days have been quite something in light of the Bad News 
of a rising pandemic with sickness and death from the 
coronavirus; in today’s lengthy gospel from St. John, this 
passage is filled with Good News, as the Lord miraculously 
restores the sight of a man who was blind from birth. 
        Why did the Lord come to earth? Our instinctive 
response is: “He came to tell us of His love.”  Yet, today’s 
Gospel passage seems to be contradictory to this answer 
as our Lord says that He “…came into this world for 
judgement.” Physically we know that a virus is causing our 
present pandemic situation in the United States  originated 
in China. (Incidentally, historians state that the Black 
plague also originated in the country of China.) Spiritually, I 

(continued  on next page) 

cannot help but wonder if somehow we have brought on 
this present crisis spiritually by our own sinfulness. I mean, 
if there ever was a liturgically correct time (and I say this 
loosely), to have a pandemic, would it not be during this 
penitential season of Lent when we are reminded of Jesus 
who suffered and carried the cross for the sins of the 
world? 
          Last Saturday morning as I was praying the Divine 
Liturgy of the Hours, Psalm 106 struck me so profoundly, 
even though I have prayed that psalm so many times 
before. Allow me to share part of it with you. “The waters 
covered their oppressors; not one of them was left alive. 
Then they believed in His words: then they sang His 
praises. But they soon forgot His deeds and would not 
wait upon His will. They yielded to the cravings in the 
desert and put God to the test in the wilderness. He 
granted them the favor they asked and sent disease 
among them. Then they rebelled, envious of Moses and of 
Aaron, who were holy to the Lord. The earth opened and 
swallowed up Dathan and buried the clan of Abiram. Fire 
blazed up against their clan and flames devoured the 
rebels.”  These last days have been very busy pastorally for 
me, as I have been cancelling things and answering calls. I 
am equally amazed at the anger of some people about the 
present situation, and even in keeping with Psalm 106, the 
rebelling of their hearts at this most difficult time. 
          “It is always something!” This Wednesday morning 
the news reported that a strong earthquake had shaken the 
Salt Lake City area, leaving more than 73,000 businesses 
and homes without power! Is it all just a coincidence? It 
cannot be anything more than that, right? “…The earth 
opened and swallowed up Dathan and buried the clan of 
Abiram.”   
          Last weekend, I was impressed at the number of 
people who came to Mass and participated in the Divine 
Liturgy, even though the Bishop had lifted (for a time), the 
obligation of attending Mass. The Church has held for 
hundreds, if not thousands of years that the “Church 
prospers under persecution.” My Dad, who had also lived 
through the Second World War as a teenager, often said 
to us growing up, “…This country has had it too good for 
too long.” At some time, we all must pay the price, but 
what does not kill us physically can only make us strong 
spiritually.  
           The Germans have a word, “Gemutlichkeit” that 
means a state of cheerful contentment in our homes and 
lives. I realize that many of us Americans use our homes as 
little more than “pit stops” to shower, sleep, and seek some 
nourishment before running off to the next activity. Staying 
at home and living family life is for many Americans, if not 

      Then Jesus said, “I came into this world for 
judgement, so that those who do not see might see, and 
those who do see might become blind.”                                                     
           -  St. John 
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“The Quill and the Cloth” continued... 

scary, at least unsettling. But this home time can be a 
happy time. Consider these pandemic weeks ahead as 
time to follow the 3 “R’s”. I do not mean reading, w(r)
iting or a(r)inthhmetic; although I understand our 
students will need to do their studies from home, 
perhaps to the end of the school year. But pastorally I 
ask every household to turn these weeks into a 
spiritually graced time of renewal through RELIGION, 
ROUTINE AND REST! RELIGION: For even though we 
cannot attend Mass, we can still pray morning and 
evening prayers, recite the rosary, read from the 
scriptures, and watch Mass daily on television or online. 
ROUTINE: Experts are saying to keep a daily routine. 
(Don’t allow the kids to stay in bed all morning, eat 
irregularly and watch endless hours of programing.) Have 
regular meals, schedule time for studies, work on 
keeping the house tidy and clean. REST:  Most Americans 
do not get 7-8 hours of sleep a night. Go to bed. Good 
sleep is connected with good health. Do some activity or 
hobby that is restful as an individual, a couple, and a 
family besides endless screen time. Rest in the Lord by 
just finding some quiet time. 
           “Yes, it is always something!” So, most of all, as I 
said last weekend: “PRAY AND DO NOT PANIC!”   Have a 
good week.  St. Aloysius, who lived and died during 
Europe’s great pandemic, pray for us! 
                 
 
 
       Rev. Paul van de Crommert 
       Pastor 

Our Gifts to God & Holy Rosary 

Adult Contributions $5,592.00 
Electronic Giving $3,959.53 
Plate Collection $309.35 
Junior Collection $40.00 
Fuel Fund Donations $50.00 
Easter Flowers $485.00 
 
Weekly Offering Total $10,435.88 
Weekly offering goal is set at $10,300.00 
 

Bridging the Gap $0.00 
Additional Weekly Income $2,703.00 
Grand Total $13,138.88 
Total weekly stewardship goal is set at $13,200.00 

 

Thanks for your gifts of gratitude to God!!! 

Stewardship of Gratitude 

Stewardship of Gratitude 
       We are blessed again this week that we made budget. 
I have been a pastor long enough to know that this might 
become a more rare reality in the near future. However, 
that being said, I was surprised by the faith response of 
monies that we continue to receive from those faithful 
folks who have been sending money through the mail 
from their personal bank accounts and investments. 
        Another piece of Good News is that the costs for our 
utilities and our hourly paid employees are going down at 
this time. However, for those church employees who are 
on a salary, I am continuing to pay as they are still 
working and even if they are not able to work or work the 
full eight hours each day, they will be paid their full 
wages. Of course, our additional income will also go down 
dramatically, as both our renters and fund-raising has 
ended. 
         We are also blessed at Holy Rosary, for when 
compared to other parishes across our rural Diocese we 
have perhaps the highest, if not the highest percentage of 
e-givers of any parish. I would again like to invite you to 
prayerfully consider becoming an e-giver during this 
difficult time of our national pandemic. You can give any 
amount: $5.00, $10.00, etc. It is safe and secure, as the 
pastor writing this is also an e-giver. You can go on-line or 
contact the parish office and speak with Jim. Thank you 
for your gifts! 

     This is my mother’s family in The Netherlands, circa 1930’s. 
“Tante” is the first person on the right in the back row, next to her 
brother who was a priest and behind her sister who was a 
Franciscan nun.  My Mother is 3rd from the left, in the front row.  



FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT                                                                                              MARCH 22, 2020 

 

 

Page 4       HolyRosaryNorthMankato.com   |   LoyolaCatholicSchool.org 

 

Weekend 
Ministry Schedule  
March 21st & 22nd 

 
       All liturgies and sacraments have been suspended at 
 this time. Please stay tuned for updates.  

The Week Ahead 

Wednesday, March 18: [Saint Cyril of Jerusalem, Bishop 
and Doctor of the Church]  
 Private Mass -  Anne Buesgens† 

Thursday, March 19: SAINT JOSEPH, SPOUSE OF THE 
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY  
 Private Mass  - Ricky Gish† 

Friday, March 20: Lenten Weekday 
 Private Mass - Louis & Barbara Wieseler† 

Saturday, March 21: Lenten Weekday 

 Private Mass - Mark Atchley† 

Sunday, March 22: 4th Sunday of Lent 
 Private Mass – The People of Holy Rosary 
Monday, March 23: [Saint Turibius of Mogrovejo, Bishop]  
 Private Mass - The Borchert Family 

Tuesday, March 24: Lenten Weekday 
 Private Mass - Merle Braam† 

Wednesday, March 25: THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE 
LORD  
 Private Mass - Lyle & Katherine Pearson 

Thursday, March 26: Lenten Weekday 
 Private Mass - Leon Wanzek† 

Friday, March 27: Lenten Weekday 
 Private Mass - Colleen Bianchi† 

Saturday, March 28: Lenten Weekday 
 Private Mass - John Drummer† 

Sunday, March 29: 5th Sunday of Lent 
 Private Mass - The People of Holy Rosary 

No Public Masses, But You 

Can Still Attend Mass (at 

home!) 

       It sounds mighty strange to write, as 
the pastor, that there are no public 
Masses at this time. I spoke with a 
classmate about another priest in his 
Diocese who decided to still offer a daily 
Mass outdoors for anyone who wanted 
to come and sit outside in their cars. At 

Holy Communion time, the priest went from car to car to 
distribute Holy Communion. He received a call of 
chastisement from his bishop ordering him to stop and 
desist immediately.  
       Governor Walz has ordered that there should be no 
gatherings of more than TEN people. Therefore, after 
celebrating a Mass with Communal Anointing for about 75 
people last Monday, I ended the daily Masses beginning 
Wednesday of last week. My staff informed me that some 
members were wondering why some churches were still 
having daily Mass while Holy Rosary had stopped? It is for 
two reasons:  1) This was the order from the C.D.C and the 
Governor’s Office that no more than 10 people gather. 
Our daily Mass attendance always exceeds 10 people 
throughout the year with even greater attendance during 
the Lenten season. 2) Many people who attend Mass are 
beyond the age of 65, and are more susceptible to this 
new strain of coronavirus and are supposed to STAY AT 
HOME! (*We just received word that the Bishop of New 
Ulm has ordered the end of all public Masses as of today, 
March 18th – March 31st.) Be prepared that this timeline 
may be extended as the illness intensifies in the 
Midwest. 
       Although one is not fulfilling their Sunday obligation 
by watching Mass on television, the Bishop of our Diocese 
has requested that we keep Sunday “holy” by prayer and 
watching Mass on television. Below, there are multiple 
times that you are able to view Mass on television. I 
would ask at this time that you would gather as a family 
daily and particularly on Sunday to pray and to watch 
Mass together and pray along with the prayers. Let us not 
lose that good virtue…..that good habit of celebrating 
the perfect prayer of the Mass weekly and even daily! 
 Masses are available on ETWN (Channel 80) at: 7:00 
A.M., 11:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. and 11:00 P.M. Local station 
KEYC has Mass on Sundays at 7:30 A.M. You can also 
watch daily Mass online anytime on our website: 
www.holyrosarynorthmankato.com. 

Upcoming Parish Events 
  

 All Upcoming Parish Events are postponed until 
further notice. Please follow the weekly bulletin for 
updates.  
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Confirmation Class and 

Commitment 
 Even though the formality of attending 
formal Confirmation classes has abruptly 
ended, I would have to say that you are a 

wonderful class and I commend you on your faithfulness 
to coming to class and “joyfully” fulfilling the expectations 
that are required.  
      You should have received an extensive e-mail on 
Monday from me, as your pastor and catechist, with the 
final assignment for the Letter to the Bishop and 
additional instructions regarding the completion of service 
hours. 
     I spoke with a Diocesan official earlier this week who 
indicated that there is a good chance that there will not 
be Confirmations celebrated any more in this academic 
year. I was told yesterday on the phone from a family in 
New Ulm that the prom and graduation ceremonies had 
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Confirmation Class  continued... 

Faith Formation - Finale! 
     (Passing on the Faith is “not” Finished until the Fall!) 
     It is most unfortunate that Faith Formation had such an 
abrupt ending. Last Friday when I made the decision to 
cancel the remaining classes, I was wondering if I was 
being too hasty. It turns out that I was just slightly ahead 
of the curve. We had four classes remaining in grades 1-8 
and only 2 classes remaining in Confirmation. 
     Even though the formality of coming to class is now 
passed for this academic year, I would ask that parents 
who are overseeing the academic studies of their 
students, to also oversee the spiritual studies of their 
children as well. The Church clearly teaches that parents 
“are the first teachers of the faith,” even before the 
clergy or a catechist.  
     Therefore I am pastorally asking that parents with 
students in grades 1-8, to develop a daily routine and 
spend some time in prayer. In addition to their school 
work, how about having a little bit of “Catholic School” 
every day and work on the most basic prayers? Many of 
our students in grades 1-8 do not know or know well the 
most basic prayers from the Act of Contrition to the Hail 
Mary. Parents, please make these prayers part of your 
morning and evening prayer that you offer together as a 
family. Offer your prayers up for those who are suffering 
and sick from this present flu, and also for those that have 
already died in the United States and around the world. 

This Will Be the Only Parish Bulletin to 

Be Mailed Out - Unless You Ask! 
 Pastorally, I decided to send out this bulletin for the 
4th Sunday of Lent to every household of Holy Rosary to 
keep you informed. 
         It is cost and labor prohibitive to send out such a 
mailing on a weekly basis at this time, as the parish 
membership is nearing 800 households. Our parish now 
has the capability to communicate through multiple ways, 
through our modern technology. Our parish of Holy 
Rosary has implemented posting the parish bulletin on 
line in full color. So for those of you who have computer 
access and are able to easily access our web-site, we 
would ask you to review the bulletin in these coming 
weeks online. 
         We also know that there are parishioners who do 
not have access to a computer or do not have the skill-set 
to download or even find the parish web-site for 
whatever reasons. THEREFORE IF YOU WISH TO RECEIVE 
A MAILED COPY OF THE PARISH BULLETIN IN THE WEEKS 
AHEAD THAT PUBLIC MASSES ARE NOT BEING OFFERED 
(FOR WHATEVER REASONS), PLEASE FILL OUT THE 
POSTCARD INCLUDED IN THIS MAILING OR CALL THE 
PARISH OFFICE. 
      SECONDLY, WE ARE ASKING EVERY REGISTERED 
MEMBER WHO HAS A SMART PHONE (and is not already 
a Flock-Note user), TO SIGN-UP ON THE POSTCARD THAT 
IS INCLUDED WITH THIS MAILING SO THAT YOU MIGHT 
RECEIVE BRIEF PARISH AND DIOCESAN UPDATES 
REGARDING OUR CURRENT SITUATION AS WELL AS FOR 
WORDS OF SPIRITUAL INSPIRATION AND COMFORT IN 
THESE DAYS AND WEEKS, AND MAYBE MONTHS AHEAD. 
          Let us continue to PRAY AND NOT PANIC!  

already been cancelled in that community. It is pretty well 
believed that any activities in this school year are 
suspended and when public Masses will be offered again 
on the weekend or weekday is also greatly uncertain at 
this time. Will we be back celebrating Mass in April? That 
remains to be seen. Although I am only guessing, it could 
be that Confirmation will take place perhaps sometime 
this fall in 2020. At this time it is too early to tell, so I will 
keep you posted. 
     In the meantime, I would also invite you as a “soon-to-
be-adult-members” of the faith, to invite your family to 
gather for 15 minutes after supper to pray the rosary and 
that you lead that prayer. If you are not certain about how 
to lead the Rosary, you have your notes from class, 
handouts and even you can go on-line as well. 
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Prayers and support for all of our sick and injured 
of Holy Rosary Parish 

Our prayers go out to all of the sick and injured in our 
parish who are at home, in the hospital, nursing homes or 
assisted-living residences. May God bless them and keep 
them under His guidance and protection!   

For Our Families 
Monday Jim Decker 
Tuesday Robert Manwarren 
Wednesday Paul & Marilyn Streit 
Thursday Kurt & Margaret Pearson 
Friday Bill Barsness & Adria Ayers 
Saturday Jessica Thul 
Sunday Chris & Amy Cain 

Home Visitation: If you wish to have yourself or a loved 
one receive the sacraments, Holy Communion or a personal 
pastoral visit, please call our coordinator, Lorraine Klaseus 
at 507-388-4932 

Lord, Hear Our Prayers 

For Those Who Are Ill & Special Needs 
 Arnie & Eileen Wadekamper, Mary Kelly, Molly 
Viehweg,  Mary McVicker, Steve Drummer, Ruth Fitterer, 
Steve Fitterer,  Dan Telshaw, Charles Wesely, Craig Van 
Loy, Delores Haubrich, Dave Neubert, Joe Galli,  Mark 
Spangler, Betty Goettlicher, Agnes Morgan,  Tim Brown, 
Anne Doyle, Kathy Dehning, , Mary Coleman, Taylor Grill, 
Annabelle Giroux,  Mary Forsyth 

For Those in the Military 
Nick Blace Matt McGraw William Backes 
Jared Hiniker Christopher Schmidt  Ben Barsness 
Dana Schiller Anna Drummer Timothy Eick  
Mark Hansen  

This Week’s Readings 
Mon: Is 65:17-21/Jn 4:43-54 (244)   

Tues: Ez 47:1-9, 12/Jn 5:1-16 (245)    

Weds: Is 7:10-14; 8:10/Heb 10:4-10/Lk 1:26-38 (545) Pss Prop   
Thurs: Ex 32:7-14/Jn 5:31-47 (247)  
Fri:  Wis 2:1a, 12-22/Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30 (248)    
Sat:  Jer 11:18-20/Jn 7:40-53 (249)   
Sun: Ez 37:12-14/Rom 8:8-11/Jn 11:1-45 or 11:3-7, 17, 20- 
  27, 33b-45 (34) Pss I  

Prayer Chain 

 If you have a short term prayer request or 
prayer of thanksgiving for our prayer chain to 
pray for, please call Teresa Kolstad at 327-9810.   

It’s a great time to check out Loyola! Contact 
acasteel@loyolacatholicschool.org or 507.388.0615 for 
more information.  
 
Kindergarten Round-up has been cancelled and will be 
rescheduled at a later date.  
 

LUCKY 20 RAFFLE - Twenty chances to win!  
Grand Prize Winner $10,000, one $5,000, one $1,000, two 

$500, and 15 $200 winners. Only 1,000 tickets will be sold. 

Drawing will be held Monday, May 11, 2020. Need not be 

present to win. Tickets $100 each, can be purchased by 

asking your favorite Loyola student or by calling 507-388-

0600. 
 

 

Your parish support makes all we do, 

learn, and celebrate at Loyola possible.   

 

Leading through Faith, Academic Excellence, and Service. 

 

2020 ECHO FOOD SHELF COLLECTION 

Amount Collected in 2020: $327.00 

Total Amount Collected: $18,091.17 

mailto:acasteel@loyolacatholicschool.org
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Stepping Up in Faith 
Collected this week:                   $0.00 
Received to date:           $109,292.22 
Goal:              $175,000.00 
 
      Believe it or not, we are still making progress on our 
front entrance. I recently met with the project 
coordinator and we made some final decisions with 
regards to the new railings that some other areas. This 
week a good deal of masonry work was done on the 
church sign. The project is still moving forward and I had a 
nice visit with the workmen this week on Tuesday. 
Indications are that much of the work will be completed 
by Easter but at this time it is uncertain as if Holy Week 
and Easter will be publicly celebrated. For the Pope, in 
these recent days has cancelled all public Holy Week 
services in Italy. Stay tuned! 

Phone Ministry 

       As pastor, I am asking all of our 
Extra-ordinary Ministers of the Holy 
Eucharist to call those home-bound 
members that have been entrusted to their 

spiritual care weekly on or near the weekend. I am also 
asking that after you have spoken to them to see how 
they are doing, that you would pray the prayers with 
them on the phone and then to encourage them to make 
a spiritual communion at that time for a moment in 
silence. May we offer our prayers and intentions for the 
health of our sick, elderly and infirm. 
      As I have been making a number of calls to people this 
week, people are very hungry to talk and visit. People 
have a lot to share. For those of you who are not Extra-
Ordinary Ministers of the Holy Eucharist, I encourage you 
to call your neighbors, relatives and friends with 
regularity. From the sounds of things, this will not be over 
like a Minnesota blizzard in a matter of a few days but will 
go on for several weeks and even months. Let us all pray 
that a vaccine will be quickly found. St. Aloysius pray for 
us!  

Students & Young Adults 

- STAY HOME! 
      There is a great fear that the 
pandemic will spread and will be 
longer in duration as many young 
people are defying the orders of the 
C.D.C. as well as state and federal leadership. It has been 
reported in our own area that students are already 
saying, incorrectly, that they are immune from getting 
sick or worse. THIS IS NOT TRUE! Young people can 
come down with the coronavirus and also can be 
hospitalized or worse. STAY AT HOME! The word is out 
that young people are planning to gather with their 
friends, if Mom or Dad are out of the house working. 
(*It was reported that many college students have filled 
up the beaches in southern states and not heeding the 
warnings involving the pandemic.) Rumors are out 
there that parties and gatherings are being planned by 
our local young people. Last night a pediatrician 
warned that this behavior could spread the virus more 
rapidly to themselves and other family members. Plan 
activities with your own immediate family. PARENTS 
WITH YOUNGER CHILDREN SHOULD NO LONGER ALLOW 
SLEEP-OVERS, PLAY DATES, AND/OR GOING TO THE 
PARK, EVEN  IF THERE ARE NO OTHER KIDS AROUND. 
THESE GERMS CAN LIVE FOR A LONG TIME ON 
SURFACES. EVEN THOUGH A PERSON IS NOT SHOWING 
SYMPTOMS, THEY CAN PASS ON THE VIRUS.  The Fourth 
Commandment is to “Honor thy Father and thy Mother.”  
Parents, remind your children and young people OF THIS 
COMMANDMENT and of the seriousness of the situation. 
Later saying that they are “sorry,” will not bring a loved 
one back to life!   KEEP WASHING THOSE HANDS!!! 

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 
  

       “…Then they believed in His words: then 
they sang his praises. But they soon forgot His 
deeds and would not wait upon His will. They 

yielded to the cravings in the desert and put God to the 
test in the wilderness. He granted them the favor they 
asked and sent disease among them. Then they rebelled, 
envious of Moses and of Aaron who were holy to the 
Lord.”               - Psalm 106 

 
This Week’s Sanctuary Light Intention:  

Pearson Family 


