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 Physical death of a loved one, has the 
unique ability to put our lives on hold. In the 
case of parish life, a pastor knows this reality of 
the “holding power” of death all too well. For 
when a parishioner dies, regardless if the priest 
knows the person well or not at all, the person 

was either active or inactive; the priest’s life is put (to a 
great extent), “on hold”. Appointments are moved or 
cancelled, personal plans are often changed, all for the 
pastoral service of one of the sheep that has fallen asleep in 
death. For some of us in the service of the Church, when 
you have a heavy schedule planned and there are two or 
three deaths in a week that must take priority, it can leave 
the most patient of priests on edge. One old time pastor of 
our Diocese use to say that one funeral is an additional full-
day’s work for a pastor. I would agree totally with this 
statement.  
      As we draw ever closer to Holy Week and particularly to 
Good Friday, the dark clouds of death and Christ’s Holy 
Passion are starting to gather. For the theme that comes 
out through our three readings for this Fifth Sunday of Lent 
appears to be all about DEATH! And when we think of 
death, our first inclination is to think of despair and 
disappointment. However, while all three readings from the 
Prophet Ezekiel, to Psalm 130, to St. Paul to the Romans, to 
another lengthy Gospel from St. John, all speak about the 
Bad News of death in varying degrees. They also all speak 
about the GOOD NEWS OF OVERCOMING THE DARKNESS 
OF BOTH PHYSICAL AND SPIRITUAL DEATH. 
       In the First Reading from the Prophet Ezekiel, we read 
of a supernatural and mysterious image of this minor 
prophet, who writes about God opening the graves of the 
dead and a people on alien soil would return both to life 
and back to the land of Israel. Scripture scholars believe 
that Ezekiel had possibly witnessed battlefield carnage 
between Babylon and Israel. Israel had suffered many 
casualties. How amazing that this prophet who lived 
generations before the coming of the Son of God could 
even image those bones of those soldiers being sown 
together in a supernatural way and returning back to life! 
Already God had infused in the heart of a prophet of the 
Old Testament the faith and hope in the resurrection of 

(continued  on next page) 

the body from the dead! That is certainly Good News! 
       In the Second Reading from St. Paul to the Romans, this 
great apostle does not speak so much about a physical 
death, but more about a spiritual death. For St. Paul writes: 
“…the body is dead because of sin…” These words from St. 
Paul remind us that the physical death that we must all 
endure is the result of our own sinfulness in this life, and 
also because we are all the children of Adam and Eve. But St. 
Paul does not end with Bad news but rather with Good 
News. For St. Paul writes: “…IF THE SPIRIT OF THE ONE WHO 
RAISED JESUS FROM THE DEAD DWELLS IN YOU, THE ONE 
WHO RAISED CHRIST FROM THE DEAD WILL GIVE LIFE TO 
YOUR MORTAL BODIES ALSO, THROUGH HIS SPIRIT 
DWELLING IN YOU.” 
       Again, in this lengthy Gospel from St. John, we read of 
Lazarus lying in the grave. Perhaps, even more mysterious 
than the Son of Man raising His friend Lazarus back to life is 
this line: “Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and 
Lazarus. So when He heard that he was ill, He remained for 
two days in the place where He was.”  In keeping what I 
said at the beginning of this column, did the Savior have 
such a hectic schedule, that He decided to first complete the 
details of His ministry before deciding to address the death 
of His dear friend Lazarus? Hardly! For when the Lord arrives 
at the home of Martha and Mary some two days later, we 
witness something of the Savior that we rarely find in the 
Sacred Scriptures. Jesus cries at the death of His dear friend 
Lazarus. Jesus understood the human, emotional darkness 
and despair that come at the time of death of a loved one, in 
this case, Lazarus. No, the real reason Jesus delayed his 
coming by two days, was not because He could not 
eliminate anything off his calendar, but rather He wanted 
to eliminate any doubt from ancient times to our modern 
times that Lazarus was not really dead but maybe in some 
comatose state. For if the Lord had come just two hours 
after Lazarus’ death, then as now, people might say, well, he 
might have appeared dead, but he really was not dead! The 
Good News of this passage is that Lazarus was dead and was 
brought back to life. This story is no doubt a foreshadowing 
of the Lord Himself, who was dead, not two days but three 
days, and also came back to life on Easter morning through 
the power of God!!! 
        For many of us right now, we might feel that being 
confined to our home for more than two and three days is 
like a kind of spiritual death in the spirit of St. Paul’s Second 
Reading. For the adults are separated from their work and 
their social lives. Young people are separated from school, 
sports and social activities. Even pastors are separated 
from their people and proclaiming the Gospel Good News 
in person. It is easy to despair in this time of this social 
upheaval and “spiritual death”, due to the pandemic. I just 
read this morning an article from The University of Nebraska 
Medical Center that hosted some of the first healings of 

      And when He had said this, He cried out in a loud 
voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came out, tied 
hand and foot with burial bands and his face wrapped in 
a cloth. So Jesus said to him, “Untie him and let him go.”                                                                                       
          -St. John 
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“The Quill and the Cloth” continued... 

coronavirus, weeks ago, of patients who had contracted 
the disease on a cruise ship. Allow me to quote from a Dr. 
Mark Rupp, who is an infectious disease specialist from 
the University of Nebraska. He said: “Well, it is difficult to 
say for sure how this is going to unfold, but I think we’re 
in for at least six to eight more weeks of social distancing 
including school closures.” That my friends is Bad News 
for the future, in the spirit of our earthly death, that also 
awaits us in the future. But just as the scriptures speak of 
the Bad News of physical or spiritual death, the readings 
also write about the Good News of death leading to life. 
The same could be said from this article from Nebraska 
and the death of this particular pandemic. For Dr. Mark 
Rupp went on to say through the article: “…many 
respiratory illnesses don’t like heat and humidity, and 
there is a possibility the summer season could help limit 
spread. However, prioritizing social distancing now is 
important in preventing a resurgence of the virus this 
fall.” SO THAT IS SOME VERY GOOD NEWS! 
        So, in this time while we are called to keep our 
DISTANCE SOCIALLY, may we not keep our SPIRITUAL 
DISTANCE from our DIVINE LORD in the weeks ahead. 
Because if our personal prayer life cannot be strong 
during this time of the pandemic when we are 
homebound; how can it possibly flourish when we are 
busy with all our work and activities!  Be patriotic! Stay 
home! Be prayerful! Say your prayers!  Have a good week!  
                        
 
 
       Rev. Paul van de Crommert 
       Pastor 

Our Gifts to God & Holy Rosary 

Adult Contributions $4,920.00 
Electronic Giving $2,668.87 
Easter Collection $25.00 
Ash Wednesday $150.00  
Easter Flowers $445.00 
 
Weekly Offering Total $8,208.87 
Weekly offering goal is set at $10,300.00 
 

Bridging the Gap $0.00 
Additional Weekly Income $3,305.09 
Grand Total $11,513.96 
Total weekly stewardship goal is set at $13,200.00 

 

Thanks for your gifts of gratitude to God!!! 

Stewardship of Gratitude 

Stewardship of Gratitude 
       At this time we rely solely on the stewardship that is 
given to us through the U.S. mail and through electronic 
giving. (*Now would be a good time to become an 
electronic giver - see the insert for more details .)  
        In spite of the suspension of all public Masses at this 
time, we are still able to report a respectable amount of 
stewardship, but certainly not to where we need or 
hope to be. As our revenue source is being challenged, I 
have recently made contact with our contractors who 
were planning to come in June to do some work on the 
church interior as well as some exterior repairs on our 
1920’s school. I am not cancelling the projects, but 
rather putting a hold on things at this time. Fortunately, I 
had not signed any contracts or paid any money down, 
so that is the Good News. There is still a possibility that 
we might undertake some of these projects this 
summer, but right now it will be a bit of a waiting game. 
I will keep you posted. However, we are continuing to 
move forward on the front entrance, however slowly. 
         I am most grateful that our parish finances are in 
good order and before the breakout of this world-wide 
pandemic, the parish was operating in the black with a 
financial year that looked very positive. It is 
understandable that the offerings of some of our 
contributors will decline due to the decline in 
investments or people being unemployed or under-
employed. God will provide! As always, THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR GIFTS! 

Pastoral Practices 

       I recently read that the Diocese of New Ulm has 
closed the chancery offices to the public. We have not 
closed our parish offices at this point here at Holy Rosary, 
although there has been very little if any foot-traffic in 
our building. However, I found it curious that we are 
being encouraged by the Diocese to have our churches 
open for prayer. Holy Rosary has not been able to have 
the church open during the day for many years over the 
problem of vandalism that has occurred inside our 
worship space. Pastorally, I feel it is also unwise at this 
time to have the church open unattended, as those who 
would venture out to our churches to pray would be 
largely our older population over the age of 65, who more 
than ever need to stay within their homes and away from 
the public domain. We certainly have the ability to pray 
from our home. I just thought you might like to know! 
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Sacrament of Confession? 

        Although the practice of going to the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation has largely 
fallen out of favor with most Roman 
Catholics (which is unfortunate); it still 
remains one of the seven sacraments of the 
Church. Our insurance provider has 
discouraged holding confessions at this time, particularly 
within an enclosed place such as a confessional. Pope 
Francis recently commented on this spiritual dilemma by 
reminding us of the Catechism as the Pope said: “…Do 
what the catechism says, it’s very clear: if you don’t find 
a priest to hear your Confession, talk with God, He is 
your Father, and tell Him the truth: “Lord, I have done 
this or that, and that…I’m sorry,” and ask Him for 
forgiveness with all your heart, with the Act of 
Contrition and promise Him: “Afterwards I will go to 
confession, but forgive me now…”  The Pope stated that 
then you will return to God’s grace immediately. As the 
Catechism teaches, you can approach God for forgiveness 
without having a priest at hand. The Pope concluded by 
stating that “an Act of Contrition well made, will make 
our soul become white as wool.” 

Baptism! 
 Our prayers and best wishes go out to 
Martie Kaus and Damon Nowak on the 
occasion of the Baptism of their daughter, 
Ellarie Rosia Nowak on Saturday, March 21st.  
 May the Baptism of this child in the waters of new 
birth, be the beginning of a life-time relationship with 
Jesus Christ. Blessings to you today and always! 

The Week Ahead 

Monday, March 30: Lenten Weekday 
 Private Mass - Lyle & Katherine Pearson 

Tuesday, March 31: Lenten Weekday 
 Private graveside service for Kathy Dehning† 

 Private Mass - Gerald Erkel† 

Wednesday, April 1: 
 Private Mass - Colleen Bianchi† 

Thursday, April 2: [Saint Francis of Paola, Hermit]  
 Private Mass - John Klaseus† 

Friday, April 3: 
 Private Mass - The Atchley Family 

Saturday, April 4: [Saint Isidore, Bishop and Doctor of the 

Church]  
 Private Mass - Peter & Jelaine Schreiner Family 

Sunday, April 5: PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF 
THE LORD 
 Private Mass - The People of Holy Rosary 

No Public Masses, But You 

Can Still Attend Mass (at 

home!) 

 Starting this week, I will be taping a Mass 
and posting the video on our website and 
social media  accounts. I know it is not the 

same as being there in person, but hopefully seeing a 
familiar church and even a familiar face will be some 
measure of  normalcy that we can all use right about now.  
Don’t worry, I won’t plan on a new career as a television 
evangelist!  
  
 Masses are available on ETWN (Channel 80) at: 7:00 
A.M., 11:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. and 11:00 P.M. Local station 
KEYC has Mass on Sundays at 7:30 A.M. Check your local 
listing and cable TV guide for additional times and 
channels. You can also watch daily Mass online anytime 
on our website: www.holyrosarynorthmankato.com. 

If You Would Like a Parish 

Bulletin Mailed to You -  

Please Let Us Know! 
 Last week’s bulletin was mailed out to 

every household of our Holy Rosary faith community. As 
stated in last week’s bulletin, we would only mail out a 
bulletin that week unless you had returned the enclosed 
postcard indicating that you would like to continue to 
receive the bulletin, due to the work and expense of 
doing such a major mailing of nearly 800 pieces of mail. 
We of course will continue to mail out the bulletins 
weekly to those homebound and elderly who had 
previously been already receiving a mailing. Thank you to 
the many of you that sent in your postcards, desiring a 
copy of the bulletin to be mailed to you during this 
pandemic time and are unable to attend Mass. 
 It is not too late to return the postcard if you wish to 
receive a hard copy of the bulletin. If you have 
misplaced your postcard, you are welcome to call the 
parish office and to leave a message if there is no one to 
answer the phone. 

SINCERE SYMPATHY 

To the family of Kathy Dehning†.                                 
        -May she rest in peace.  
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Confirmation Update 
      Confirmation students now have 
ample time to complete their letter to the 
Bishop as they reflect on their 
Confirmation experience. Please return 

those letters as soon as possible. We have already 
received a number of these letters in various ways. 
Please follow carefully the directives that were sent to 
you through e-mail. Thank you for getting this letter done 
in a timely manner. 
        Last week I received a call from the Bishop’s office 
and specifically from the Bishop’s secretary, informing 
me that the Bishop is leaving it up to the discretion of the 
pastors who have spring Confirmations, if they still wish 
to hold the Mass or to postpone Confirmation to a later 
time. At this time, I have been holding off in making a 
decision for yesterday, (Tuesday), the President indicated 
with hope that church services and society would start 
up again around the time of Easter. Then, later in the 
day, Governor Walz indicated something quite to the 
contrary as well as other medical personnel around our 
nation. 
       Stay close to the bulletin, even though many of you 
informed me during class that you do not read the 
bulletin, which is a shame. I suspect that by next week 
we will know more about the pandemic situation and I 
will have made a pastoral decision at that time. At this 
point, it seems doubtful that we will have the Sacrament 
of Confirmation on April 18th when school and all other 
sports and social activities have been suspended. Stay 
tuned to our website! Morning Offering 

        “Morning offering I offer to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary. I offer you 

my prayers, works, joys and sufferings of this day. In 
union with the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass throughout the 
world, I offer them all for the intentions of our bishops 
and all members of the apostleship of prayer and 
especially for ….. victory over the obstacles of our present 
pandemic.”    Amen 

Home Schooling and 

Catechizing! 
 So how is the homeschooling going 
Mom and Dad? It is not that easy, is it? I 
know that I can speak on behalf of all of 
the Catholic School teachers I worked with over the years, 
as well as the many catechists under my pastorate, as well 
as my own many years and decades of teaching and 
preaching, that learning is hard; but teaching can be even 
more difficult. The Good News is that maybe something 
good comes out of this pandemic. Maybe during these 
homebound weeks, some of you might discover that you 
are natural-born teachers! Maybe next fall we will have an 
over-abundance of catechists since you have found 
teaching so much fun!?! Yes? No? In either case, maybe 
we will ALL be more appreciative of our teachers who 
have been on the front lines passing on the 3 R’s! 
          As you are working on the basic 3- R’s, let us not 
forget the 4th “R”, RELIGION!  My experience over the 
years as pastor and as a catechist is that there is so much 
basic knowledge of the faith that has not been absorbed, 
especially when it comes to the most basic prayers. 
Therefore parents, I would ask that you might work daily 
on doing a Morning Prayer with your young people that 
would consist of simply the Sign of the Cross, three Hail 
Marys, and then a morning prayer. In the evening, before 
they go to bed (at a reasonable hour), again have them 
make the Sign of the Cross, three Hail Mary’s and then the 
Act of Contrition, (of which there are several versions out 
there). I offer to you a Morning Prayer that has been 
around for a long time and one that I still say daily. (I have 
modified the end for our special set of circumstances.) 
Keep praying! 

Be Patriotic -  Stay at Home! 

Be Holy – Say your prayers! 
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Prayers and support for all of our sick and injured 
of Holy Rosary Parish 

Our prayers go out to all of the sick and injured in our 
parish who are at home, in the hospital, nursing homes or 
assisted-living residences. May God bless them and keep 
them under His guidance and protection!   

For Our Families 
Monday Dale  & Terri Compton 
Tuesday Gerald Brown 
Wednesday Terry & Janice Zernechel 
Thursday Kevin & Susan Filter 
Friday Mike & Janell Sipe 
Saturday Lee & Meigan Westermann 
Sunday Lucy Nelson 

Home Visitation: If you wish to have yourself or a loved 
one receive the sacraments, Holy Communion or a personal 
pastoral visit, please call our coordinator, Lorraine Klaseus 
at 507-388-4932 

Lord, Hear Our Prayers 

For Those Who Are Ill & Special Needs 
 Arnie & Eileen Wadekamper, Mary Kelly, Molly 
Viehweg,  Mary McVicker, Steve Drummer, Ruth Fitterer, 
Steve Fitterer,  Dan Telshaw, Charles Wesely, Craig Van 
Loy, Delores Haubrich, Dave Neubert, Joe Galli,  Mark 
Spangler, Betty Goettlicher, Agnes Morgan,  Tim Brown, 
Anne Doyle, Mary Coleman, Taylor Grill, Annabelle Giroux,  
Mary Forsyth 

For Those in the Military 
Nick Blace Matt McGraw William Backes 
Jared Hiniker Christopher Schmidt  Ben Barsness 
Dana Schiller Anna Drummer Timothy Eick  
Mark Hansen  

This Week’s Readings 
Mon: Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 or 13:41c-62/Jn 8:1-11  
  (251)    

Tues: Nm 21:4-9/Jn 8:21-30 (252)     

Weds: Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95/Jn 8:31-42 (253)    
Thurs: Gn 17:3-9/Jn 8:51-59 (254)   
Fri:  Jer 20:10-13/Jn 10:31-42 (255)     
Sat:  Ez 37:21-28/Jn 11:45-56 (256)    
Sun: Mt 21:1-11 (37)/Is 50:4-7/Phil 2:6-11/Mt 26:14—27:66  
  or 27:11-54 (38) Pss II 

Prayer Chain 

 If you have a short term prayer request or 
prayer of thanksgiving for our prayer chain to 
pray for, please call Teresa Kolstad at 327-9810.   

Parish Office Hours 

Reduced 
  

 We are reducing the parish office 
hours at Holy Rosary to just 4 days a week. So, the 
office will be closed throughout the weekend and 
including Monday, giving our staff a three-day-weekend 
and keeping the building vacant. You are welcome to 
leave a message on our answering machine throughout 
the weekend and including Mondays until further notice. 

 Loyola Catholic School is closed amid the COVID-19 

concern until further notice. Loyola has shifted from 

traditional learning on campus to distance learning at 

home, as of March 23. Each K-12 student is equipped to 

learn at home with school-issued iPads and laptops. Thank 

you to our teachers, families, and students who have 

pulled together and supported each other and embraced 

this new chapter of learning. 

 

LUCKY 20 RAFFLE - Twenty chances to win!  
 Grand Prize Winner $10,000, one $5,000, one $1,000, 

two $500, and 15 $200 winners. Only 1,000 tickets will be 

sold. Drawing will be held Monday, May 11, 2020. Need 

not be present to win. Tickets $100 each, can be 

purchased by asking your favorite Loyola student or by 

calling 507-388-0600. 
 

Your parish support makes all we do, 

learn, and celebrate at Loyola possible.   

 

Leading through Faith, Academic Excellence, and Service. 

 
This Week’s Sanctuary Light Intention:  

Those serving in the military 

SINCERE SYMPATHY 

To the family of Eleanor Wittrock, on 
the death of her son, Louis Wittrock†. We sincerely 
apologize for the misprint in last week’s bulletin.                                   
        -May he rest in peace.  
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Next Week is Palm 
Sunday 

 

 This week we received our 
annual supply of palms for Palm 
Sunday. While there will be no public liturgies taking 
place on the Palm Sunday weekend, you are 
encouraged to stop by the school doors where the 
bulletins are also available (main south doors), and  
pick up blessed palms, beginning on Saturday 
afternoon, after 4:00 P.M. You are also encouraged to 
follow the weekend Mass from Holy Rosary that I will be 
offering on-line, beginning this weekend, Saturday 
March 28th, after 3:00 P.M.  
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Stepping Up in Faith 
Collected this week:                   $0.00 
Received to date:           $109,292.22 
Goal:              $175,000.00 
 
       While business and the blessed work of church life, has 
been largely placed on hold; we are still making a bit of 
progress on our front entrance. A good deal of black plastic 
was placed down on the ground as well as re-bar to warm 
and ready the ground for the pouring of the cement steps 
in the coming days/weeks. I have my doubts that the work 
will be completed by Easter, but I guess it does not matter 
as it appears that the chances of celebrating Easter Masses 
publicly are rather slim. But, eventually, the project will be 
completed and it will be a wonderful addition. 
        I did recently meet with the foreman of the project 
and made some significant changes to the railings, most 
especially the center railing, as I was very displeased with 
the design. Hopefully the changes will make for a better 
look and a more practical use of this entrance. We were 
told by the project manager that when our steps are 
completed they will be a one-of-a-kind, state-or-the-art 
steps. It will be nice when this project is completed and 
the mess in front of church will be gone for good. With the 
completion of the steps we will have completed ALL of the 
exterior work on our church! Praise God! 

Phone Ministry 

       As pastor, I am asking all of our 
Extra-ordinary Ministers of the Holy 
Eucharist to call those home-bound 
members that have been entrusted to their 

spiritual care weekly on or near the weekend. I am also 
asking that after you have spoken to them to see how 
they are doing, that you would pray the prayers with 
them on the phone and then to encourage them to make 
a spiritual communion at that time for a moment in 
silence. May we offer our prayers and intentions for the 
health of our sick, elderly and infirm. 
 For those of you who are not Extra-Ordinary Ministers 
of the Holy Eucharist, I encourage you to call your 
neighbors, relatives and friends with regularity. From the 
sounds of things, this will not be over like a Minnesota 
blizzard in a matter of a few days but will go on for several 
weeks and even months. Let us all pray that a vaccine will 
be quickly found. St. Aloysius pray for us!  

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 
  

        “In the 20th century, the United States 
endured two world wars and other traumatic 
and expensive military conflicts; the depression; 

a dozen or so recessions and financial panics; oil shocks; 
a flu epidemic; and the resignation of a disgraced 
president. Yet the Dow rose from 66 to 11,497.”                                                   
         -Warren Buffett 


