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 Happy Holy Week!  For many of us 
who are believers, the week ahead does 
not feel very “Happy,” because we are 
being quarantined and are asked to stay 
in our homes. Equally, this week does 
not feel very “Holy,” as we are 
quarantined from going to church and 
entering the House of God! I trust that 
you are making the best of things in 

these difficult days. 
 I am still managing to keep quite busy even though we 
are in quarantine, as there is still a good deal of 
administration to do: from bill paying, to going through the 
daily mail, sending out correspondence, offering a daily 
Mass, answering numerous calls, overseeing the parish 
plant, working with the staff, setting things up for the 
video Masses, anointing a dying person this morning, and 
yes…writing this weekly bulletin that you are presently 
reading online or holding in your hands. 
 When the parish was in full throttle, I would average 
about six appointments a day, now it has gone to about 
one appointment a day. And while I am saddened that 
society and the spiritual activities have shut down to a 
great extent; I am happy that I can do a good deal of things 
in and around the house that have been put on hold for 
weeks, months and even years. 
 One of the things I had wanted to do for almost six 
years is to restore the front door of the rectory. Last 
summer, I spent nearly two days sanding, scraping and 
taking the storm door apart, that I believe is original to the 
rectory itself, or about 95 years old. I enjoy doing these 
physical projects, but this one was a big job. I could paint 
an entire room or two in the time that it takes to restore 
the front entrance and frame. 
 My next long-standing project was to restore the front 
oak door that has taken quite a beating over the decades 
as the sun had bleached and dried out the wood. After 
sanding and preparing the door, I have applied an oil stain. 
The door turned out far better than I had hoped as it had 
looked pretty darn bad for a long time. Of course one thing 
leads to another and I decided the inside of the  front door 

(continued  on next page) 

also could use some serious attention. I 
even decided to polish and restore the 
doorknob that is just five years short of 
100 years old. While this all takes a couple 
of days to dry; I also decided to restore the 
tile floor. I scrubbed and stripped it by 
hand and have applied four layers of 
sealer. The floor almost looks like newly 
laid tiles. To the critic out there, they might be saying to 
themselves, “Why do all that work on an entrance that is 
almost never used?”  That is a good question and I am glad 
that you asked! 
 For the Dutch, the front entrance of a home is 
everything, as it is for many Americans still to this day 
because a front entrance has an architectural ability to 
make a statement. Years ago, in the time when my parents 
were living in the Netherlands, perhaps the only person 
that might come through the front door of a home would 
be the priest or some person of local dignitary status. And 
even though this front entrance is rarely used either in your 
home or mine today, we would not think of bricking or 
boarding up the front door, now would we? 
  Only every once in a while the Holy Father will 
ceremoniously open the “Holy Doors” in Rome to usher in 
a Holy Year of forgiveness and mercy from Almighty God. 
Only once a year we enter the “Holy Doors” for Holy Week 
to experience the passion, suffering, death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. And as strange as it still 
sounds to us, the doors of the church will be locked this 
year on the most solemn of feasts of Holy Thursday, Good 
Friday and the Easter Vigil (as well as Easter), due to the 
raging pandemic through a large portion of the United 
States and the world. 
 But just as my front door is usually locked and not 
opened, and I usually enter the house through the garage 
or the side door; this front entrance is still important to 
me and I would never consider doing away with this 
entrance. So too, the faith entrance into Holy Week is 
equally important. For even though we cannot attend the 
Masses of Palm Sunday, Holy Thursday or the Easter Vigil, 
or the services of Good Friday this year; we can still view 
some of these services through our modern technology 
that only a few years ago would have been impossible. 
 I received a nice note the other day from one of our 
parishioners who wrote: “ …We are driving home….two 
weeks early. It was so comforting to see you, hear your 
voice and experience Mass on our drive…Thank you and 
God bless you!...” Although it is not ideal, I strongly 
encourage you to download the Mass of Palm Sunday that 
we will producing as well as Holy Thursday and the Easter 

 “You who would destroy the temple and rebuild it in 
three days, save yourself, if you are the Son of God, and 
come down from the cross!” 
                                                                          -St. Matthew 
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“The Quill and the Cloth” continued... 

morning Mass. (*However, please be patient as it may 
take a little effort to have it up and running. For sure, you 
should be able to download by Sunday afternoon, if not 
earlier.) 
  From last weekend’s televised Mass, we have already 
received almost 350 views as we go to press and the 
Mass continues to be downloaded along with 17 likes 
and no dislikes.   
 Please call Cindy during office hours if you are having 
any difficulty in viewing the Masses online. I believe the 
technology we are using is the best pastoral means we 
have at our disposal to bring the Mass to you as well as 
Holy Week! 
 Just as we do not always use our front door but it is 
an important part of our structure we call home; so too 
even though we cannot enter this year the front and 
foremost celebrations of our faith in the house of God, 
we can still make this a Holy Week, by our prayers, our 
fasting (we are still expected to fast and abstain on 
Good Friday), and of course our giving. By the way, 
thank you to those of you that continue to contribute to 
Holy Rosary through the U.S. mail as well as through 
electronic giving. 
 I intend to have a Holy Week and I hope that you will 
as well. Stay Home! Stay Healthy! Stay Holy!   Happy Holy 
Week! 
 
 
        
       Rev. Paul van de Crommert 
       Pastor 

Our Gifts to God & Holy Rosary 

Adult Contributions $5,610.50 
Electronic Giving $2,189.73 
Easter Collection $150.00 
Stole Fee $50.00  
Easter Flowers $50.00 
CCW Cleaning Donation $624.00 
 
Weekly Offering Total $8,674.23 
Weekly offering goal is set at $10,300.00 
 

Bridging the Gap $0.00 
Additional Weekly Income $20.00 
Grand Total $8,694.23 
Total weekly stewardship goal is set at $13,200.00 

 

Thanks for your gifts of gratitude to God!!! 

Stewardship of Gratitude 

Stewardship of Gratitude 
       Thank you for your gifts of gratitude this week. Our 
two central sources of sharing our stewardship at the 
present time of this pandemic is coming through the U.S. 
Mail, as well as through electronic giving.  
        As you well know, Holy Week and Easter is one of 
our largest times of stewardship of the entire fiscal year. 
Last year we took in through the Easter collection a total 
of $10,465.90. There is no doubt in my mind that we 
(like you), will experience a financial down-turn. 
However, if you can see it in your heart to either 
become an e-giver or to mail in a contribution, this 
would be wonderful in this Holy Week. The parish 
offices are also open for regular business hours Tuesday 
through Friday of this coming week, if you wish to bring 
an offering there as well.  
         The Good News is that our parish expenses are also 
decreasing, especially when it comes to utilities, etc. We 
have turned the heat off in church at this time to save 
money and in the belief that spring has arrived. We are 
presently cleaning the Faith Formation classrooms, and 
so that will be a summer project completed earlier this 
year. When we are caught up on our cleaning we will 
also be having one less large bill to pay every month. 
           For those of you that continue to give generously, 
even if the spiritual services are not being offered 
directly to you; all I can say is …. Well…. “Thank You”! 

Video Mass is Online 
 Last week, we taped the weekend Mass 
and posted the video on our website and 
social media  accounts. Overall, I think this 
was well received. Moving forward, 
hopefully there will be fewer snags with the 

audio and the amount of time needed to post it online.  
Thank you for your kind responses to the video and I 
hope it can help everyone stay just a little more spiritually 
connected in this time of “distancing!”   
 Masses are also available on ETWN (Channel 80) at: 
7:00 A.M., 11:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M. and 11:00 P.M. Local 
station KEYC has Mass on Sundays at 7:30 A.M. Check 
your local listing and cable TV guide for additional times 
and channels.  
 You can also watch daily Mass online anytime on 
our website: www.holyrosarynorthmankato.com. 
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The Week Ahead 

Monday, April 6: Monday of Holy Week 
 Private Mass - Peter & Jelaine Schreiner Family 

Tuesday, April 7: Tuesday of Holy Week 
 Private Mass - Don & Kathy Dehning† 

Wednesday, April 8: Wednesday of Holy Week 
 Private Mass - Gerald Erkel† 

Thursday, April 9: Holy Thursday  
 Private Mass - Henry & Stefania Skapski† 

Friday, April 10: Good Friday 
 Private Mass - Tim & Pat Brown Family 

Saturday, April 11: Holy Saturday  
 Private Mass - Walt Enzenauer† 

Sunday, April 12: Easter Sunday of the Resurrection 
of the Lord 
 Private Mass - The People of Holy Rosary 

Cameras and Counting 

          Last Monday I received a call 
from the Diocesan leadership 
asking how many people were in 

attendance at the Mass that was recorded last weekend 
at Holy Rosary. When I inquired as to why this was being 
questioned, I was told that someone from outside of our 
parish and even outside of our particular community 
were concerned that there was a sizable attendance at 
Mass and had called the Diocese. I reminded this 
Diocesan leader that we had exactly seven people in 
attendance including the priest. There was a priest, a 
server, a musician, a videographer, my secretary and two 
other people. It is very difficult to offer a Mass and to 
preach when there are only six people there, but it would 
be almost impossible when the only other person you 
would have there is the videographer. Remember, the 
Mass is a dialogue. If it sounded like there was a lot of 
people there, that’s because I told the few who were 
there to speak up, and they did a very good job in that 
regard. Several times this Diocesan leader commended 
me on my pastoral work and had presumed this was the 
case and was not in any way reprimanding me. I think 
everyone is getting a little “testy” at this time!  I know we 
all would like things to get back to normal, and we would 
all like to be at Mass, but be rest assured, we did not have 
a “crowd” at the Mass - just the bare minimum needed to 
carry out the recording and dialogue.  

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 
  
    

  Stay Home… 
            Stay Healthy… 
                     Stay Holy… 

Parish Office Hours 

Reduced 
  

 We are reducing the parish office 
hours at Holy Rosary to just 4 days a week. So, the 
office will be closed throughout the weekend and 
including Monday, giving our staff a three-day-weekend 
and keeping the building vacant. You are welcome to 
leave a message on our voicemail throughout the 
weekend and including Mondays until further notice. 

A Prayer for Spiritual 
Communion 

 Below is a traditional prayer of spiritual 
communion that many saints have prayed 

over the years. It can be prayed if you find yourself  
unable to receive the Eucharist, or even in the midst of 
your daily work, lifting up your thoughts to God. 
 The ultimate goal of our lives should be communion 
with God and an act of spiritual communion can help a 
person draw closer to that goal. 
 

My Jesus, 
I believe that You are present  
in the Most Holy Sacrament. 
I love You above all things, 

and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment 

receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart.  

I embrace You as if You were already there  
and unite myself wholly to You.  

Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen. 
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  Technically…  

Thank You! 
 A special thanks to our staff and 

especially to our secretary/office 

administrator Cindy, who has the 

technical skill-set to organize and execute the project of 

putting us on Facebook, texting a link, and uploading to 

our Website what is needed in order to make the Mass 

from Holy Rosary available to you in your own homes. I 

was surprised and impressed that nearly 350 people 

viewed the Mass of the Fifth Sunday of Lent on the first 

weekend it was being offered. (If you are not able to view 

the Mass for any reason please call the Parish Office 

Tuesday through Friday.) In this Holy Week we will be 

making available the Mass of Palm Sunday, Holy Thursday 

and an Easter Mass. Happy Holy Week! 
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Confirmation Date Cancelled 
 Although the Sacrament of Confirmation 
has NOT been cancelled, the date of April 
18th, 2020 for Confirmation has been 

cancelled at this time. I spoke with the Bishop’s secretary 
at the close of last week. She informed me that the 
Bishop was leaving the established date of Confirmation 
up to each individual pastor to make the decision of 
cancelling or keeping the date. I told the secretary that I 
did not see the date as a realistic option to retain, when 
it appears that school, prom, and even graduations 
appear to be all largely cancelled through May. 
Therefore, the April date for Confirmation has been 
cancelled. With the President’s federal order and the 
decisions of our local state to hold us in quarantine (for 
sure) through the month of April; I am planning to 
tentatively hold a Confirmation Mass with Bishop LeVoir, 
later this fall. Most likely we will have a few classes 
(maybe on either Sunday or Wednesday – your choosing 
again), and to mutually decide on a date for the 
Confirmation Mass. I believe it will all work out and will 
make for a Confirmation that you will always remember. 
In the meantime, I am still waiting on a few letters from 
our students to the Bishop. If you have not turned your 
letters in, (you know who you are), please do so as soon 
as possible. Thank you! 

First Holy Communion 

Postponed 

 I know that for many parents and 
pupils, the magic year to make your First 
Holy Communion is the second grade. 

However, I will let you in on a little secret. I did not make 
my First Holy Communion until I was going into the third 
grade in the summer month of July. Back in those days, 
the parents chose a date on some Sunday and then the 
family was seated in the front of the church. Children 
made their First Holy Communion as an individual family 
and not as a class. Given the present circumstances of the 
pandemic and also due to the packed schedules of so 
many parents and households, this is something I am 
presently considering, but I have not yet decided to do 
this at this time. Since our class is smaller, it might be 
something that we consider (like Confirmation) 
celebrating this fall, after we have had a few classes. Since 
I did not make my First Holy Communion until the third 
grade, (as my Mother did not feel that I was quite ready in 
the midst of second grade), life still went on as usual. Who 
knows, maybe we might have some of these young boys 
become a priest or some of our young girls become 
religious because they were a bit more mature when they 
received the sacrament? Stranger things have happened! 
In the meantime parents, keep praying with your children 
daily and saying the Act of Contrition. Stay well! 

If You Would Like a Parish 

Bulletin Mailed to You -  

Please Let Us Know! 
 Thank you to everyone who let us 

know that they would like a bulletin mailed to them or 
they would access it online. It is not too late to return the 
postcard if you wish to receive a hard copy of the 
bulletin. If you have misplaced your postcard, you are 
welcome to call the parish office and let us know you’d 
like a bulletin sent to you. 
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Prayers and support for all of our sick and injured 
of Holy Rosary Parish 

Our prayers go out to all of the sick and injured in our 
parish who are at home, in the hospital, nursing homes or 
assisted-living residences. May God bless them and keep 
them under His guidance and protection!   

For Our Families 
Monday Emily Schutte 
Tuesday Doug Michels 
Wednesday Mark & Julie Frahm 
Thursday Robert & Mary McVicker 
Friday Paul & Lisa Manderfield 
Saturday Janet Chicos 
Sunday Robert & Beverly Nickels 

Home Visitation: If you wish to have yourself or a loved 
one receive the sacraments, Holy Communion or a personal 
pastoral visit, please call our coordinator, Lorraine Klaseus 
at 507-388-4932 

Lord, Hear Our Prayers 

For Those Who Are Ill & Special Needs 
 Arnie & Eileen Wadekamper, Mary Kelly, Molly 
Viehweg,  Mary McVicker, Steve Drummer, Ruth Fitterer, 
Steve Fitterer,  Dan Telshaw, Charles Wesely, Craig Van 
Loy, Delores Haubrich, Dave Neubert, Joe Galli,  Mark 
Spangler, Betty Goettlicher, Agnes Morgan,  Tim Brown, 
Anne Doyle, Mary Coleman, Taylor Grill, Annabelle Giroux,  
Mary Forsyth, Jim Ling 

For Those in the Military 
Nick Blace Matt McGraw William Backes 
Jared Hiniker Christopher Schmidt  Ben Barsness 
Dana Schiller Anna Drummer Timothy Eick  
Mark Hansen  

This Week’s Readings 
Mon: Is 42:1-7/Jn 12:1-11 (257)  

Tues: Is 49:1-6/Jn 13:21-33, 36-38 (258)   

Weds: Is 50:4-9a/Mt 26:14-25 (259)  
Thurs: Ex 12:1-8, 11-14/1 Cor 11:23-26/Jn 13:1-15 (39)  
Fri:  Is 52:13—53:12/Heb 4:14-16; 5:7-9/Jn 18:1—19:42 (40)  
  Pss Prop  
Sat:  Gn 1:1—2:2 or 1:1, 26-31a/Gn 22:1-18 or 22:1-2, 9a, 10 
  -13, 15-18/ Ex 14:15—15:1/Is 54:5-14/Is 55:1-11/Bar  
  3:9-15, 32—4:4/Ez 36:16-17a, 18-28/ Rom 6:3-11/Mt  
  28:1-10 (41) Pss Prop  
Sun: Acts 10:34a, 37-43/Col 3:1-4 or 1 Cor 5:6b-8/Jn 20:1-9  
  (42) or Mt 28:1-10 (41) 

Prayer Chain 

 If you have a short term prayer request or 
prayer of thanksgiving for our prayer chain to 
pray for, please call Teresa Kolstad at 327-9810.   

 Loyola Catholic School is closed amid the COVID-19 
concern until further notice. Loyola has shifted from 
traditional learning on campus to distance learning at 
home, as of March 23. Over the past couple of weeks, our 
students and teachers have used several different tools to 
stay connected such as virtual check-ins, video 
conferencing, and various messaging platforms.  
 Throughout the coming weeks, Loyola Theology 
teacher Alex Nuy will be continuing his Friday prayer 
service online. You can find it on Fridays on Loyola’s 
Facebook page, or on Alex’s YouTube channel. We 
welcome you to join us! 
 
Kindergarten Roundup, originally scheduled for Thursday, 
March 19 has been postponed. Watch for more 
information. 
 

LUCKY 20 RAFFLE - Twenty chances to win!  
 Grand Prize Winner $10,000, one $5,000, one $1,000, 

two $500, and 15 $200 winners. Only 1,000 tickets will be 

sold. Drawing will be held Monday, May 11, 2020. Need 

not be present to win. Tickets $100 each, can be 

purchased by asking your favorite Loyola student or by 

calling 507-388-0600. 
 

Your parish support makes all we do, 

learn, and celebrate at Loyola possible.   

 

Leading through Faith, Academic Excellence, and Service. 

 
This Week’s Sanctuary Light Intention:  

Don Haley† 

Morning Offering 

        “Morning offering I offer to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary. I offer you 

my prayers, works, joys and sufferings of this day. In 
union with the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass throughout the 
world, I offer them all for the intentions of our bishops 
and all members of the apostleship of prayer and 
especially for ….. victory over the obstacles of our present 
pandemic.”    Amen 
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Easter Flowers 

 Call it “clerical intuition,” but I 
sensed a few weeks ago that life could 
be radically changed due to the 
pandemic. I had decided to stock up on 

a few grocery items and some things I found at the 
pharmacy a few weeks ago. I also cut back on our palm 
order for Palm Sunday and also held off on ordering 
flowers for Easter. Although at this time we have taken in 
$2,601.00 for flowers this Lent, the money is in a 
designated account and will be used at a later time for 
flowers during the various events of the liturgical year 
including Christmas and Easter. Thank you for your 
generosity. 

Blessed Palm Branches 
 

          If the weather is favorable and it 

is neither too windy, nor snowing or 

raining, I will place some blessed palm 

branches at the main south entrance of the school 

Saturday afternoon. I will not leave them out all night 

but will set them out again on Sunday afternoon. I will 

also have them available in the entrance of the school 

during office hours. You are welcome to pick up the 

blessed palms as long as they last. Happy Palm Sunday. 
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Stepping Up in Faith 
Collected this week:                   $0.00 
Received to date:           $109,292.22 
Goal:              $175,000.00 
 
         As I write this on Tuesday afternoon, there are 
workmen who are doing some stone work on our front 
entrance. We have a great deal of plastic laid down and 
rebar to warm up the ground. There is talk about laying 
cement in the coming days. Like St. Thomas, I will not 
believe it until I see it. We have finalized the railings, most 
especially the center railing that can be lifted out easily at 
the time of a funeral, if the coffin is carried down the 
steps at the close of a Funeral Mass. We were given 
assurance that the project would be completed by Easter. 
Although I am a person of faith, I think it is easier to 
believe in the death and resurrection of Christ from the 
grave than this project will be done and we can see the 
steps rise up to the main doors. We will see! Hopefully, by 
the time that we can return to church in May, 
“sometime”, you will again be able to use the front 
entrance. St. Joseph, patron of workers, pray for us!   

Phone Ministry 

       As pastor, I am asking all of our 
Extra-ordinary Ministers of the Holy 
Eucharist to call those home-bound 
members that have been entrusted to their 

spiritual care weekly on or near the weekend. I am also 
asking that after you have spoken to them to see how 
they are doing, that you would pray the prayers with 
them on the phone and then to encourage them to make 
a spiritual communion at that time for a moment in 
silence. May we offer our prayers and intentions for the 
health of our sick, elderly and infirm. 
 For those of you who are not Extra-Ordinary Ministers 
of the Holy Eucharist, I encourage you to call your 
neighbors, relatives and friends with regularity. From the 
sounds of things, this will not be over like a Minnesota 
blizzard in a matter of a few days but will go on for several 
weeks and even months. Let us all pray that a vaccine will 
be quickly found. St. Aloysius pray for us!  

Be Patriotic -  Stay at Home! 

Be Holy – Say your prayers! 


