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Happy Easter everyone! 
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 Happy Easter! I 
strongly believe that of 
all of the Easters that 
you have celebrated with 
family and friends over 
the past years and 
decades, the Easter of 
2020, will be the one 
that you will remember 
the most vividly. The 
reason this Easter will be 
so vivid in our hearts and 
minds is because this 
was the Easter that we 
“vacated” our churches 
due to the coronavirus 

pandemic. And just as this most recent Easter will be so 
memorable because our “churches were empty”; so too, 
that first Easter was also so memorable because the 
“grave was empty” and the Son of God who was dead had 
come back to life! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
      Just as the “tomb of Jesus Christ was empty” at that 
first Easter and our temples of worship are empty this 
Easter; we also tend to remember around the holidays 
more than ever, our loved ones who also have left an 
“empty space” in our hearts through death. During the 
Lenten season, while I was working on a Sunday homily on 
a weekday afternoon; I found an Easter card from my 
Mom and Dad that I had put in one of my volumes of The 
Interpreter’s Bible, a series of encyclopedias of biblical 
research the entire Bible. (*I have this little habit of saving 
a flier, or a letter, or a picture in one of my books from my 
personal library. Some people put money in books, but I 
save messages, memos, and mementoes, I have received.) 
It is kind of fun to find some note or picture or letter, 
months or years later, and allowing our heart to relive that 
memory. 
        So, as I was researching some point on a prophet from 
one of the first readings during Lent, I could not help but 
smile when I found this little Easter card from my parents. 
It was written in my Mother’s hand and she dated it March 
of 2015. The outside of the card simply read: “Easter is a 

(continued  on next page) 

beautiful season from the Maker of all things beautiful.” 
Inside the card read: “God made everything beautiful for its 
own time. Ecclesiastes 3:11. Wishing you beautiful 
reminders of the goodness of God. Happy Easter.” Then my 
Mother wrote on the left side of the card this little 
message: “March 2015 – To Father: Everything OK. We wish 
you a very nice Easter. See you with Easter. Take Care, 
Mom.” On the other side of the card she wrote both their 
names. Short! Simple! Sweet! 
        Back in the year 2015, some five years ago, I was only 
in my second year at Holy Rosary.  I am sure that I was busy 
still trying to get acclimated to my new assignment (and so 
while the card was sweet); I suspect that I spent very little 
time looking at it, but saved it as it was from my parents. 
Now, five years later, that little card and those few little 
lines written in her hand have taken on a deeper, almost 
scriptural meaning as that card now is displayed on my 
desk and I have read and reread it so many times these 
past weeks.. I thought of those lines my Mother wrote, in 
relation to that line from the Prophet Jeremiah, from the 
Old Testament, when he wrote: “…When I found your 
words I devoured them, your words were the joy and the 
happiness of my heart.” (Jeremiah 15:16) 
 

          As the Lenten season has passed and our fasting 
from food, drink and unnecessary activities has also 
passed; perhaps now we have indulged ourselves in that 
piece of chocolate or perhaps poured for ourselves a glass 
of some sweet wine. I would think that by denying 
ourselves those simple pleasures of life for a time, we 
have become more appreciative of those things. As 
absence can make us grow fonder in the realm of the 
physical world; so too I suspect that absence also has the 
potential of making our souls fonder for the faith, and for 
celebrating the sacraments that were instituted by Christ. 
 

 One of the priests who I was speaking to recently on 
the telephone, made mention that he predicted after the 
pandemic has passed, that people will have fallen out of 
the virtue or good habit of attending Mass and attendance 
at the Holy Eucharist could see an even steeper decline. I 
reminded him that this was a pretty pessimistic and less 
than positive prediction. I told him that maybe in a more 
positive light, people will have so missed practicing their 
faith that when people are allowed to return to Mass the 
pews will be packed. My priest friend then concluded that 
the words that I had just spoken was little more than a 
“pipe dream”. But I wasn’t smoking anything, honestly!      
As proof that my words are not idle, I recently read that a 
new survey indicates I might have won that phone 
conversation argument. Allow me to quote a spiritual 

 “So she ran and went to Simon Peter and to the 
other disciple whom Jesus loved, and told them,  ’They 
have taken the Lord from the tomb, and we don’t know 
where they put him.’”                                  -St. John 
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“The Quill and the Cloth” continued... 

article I was recently reading: 
          “For example, 55% of U.S. adults say they have 
prayed specifically for an end to the plague pandemic. 
That 55%, however, not only includes Americans who 
responded that pray every day anyway, but get this – 
15% of people who say that they almost never pray are 
now praying, and 24%, or one quarter of those who say 
they don’t belong to any religion at all (are now 
praying).” 
          Maybe this Easter will be memorable because our 
churches and places of worship are empty, and in some 
sense the spirit of Lent will continue in the weeks and 
months ahead. But maybe… just maybe… this 
“Pandemic Easter,” when we were not able to celebrate 
the Paschal Mystery of Christ’s suffering, death and 
resurrection; will be memorable not simply because our 
Churches are empty, but maybe more so, because 
Catholics and Christians are beginning to realize once 
again that they are not in charge of either the culture or 
society. Maybe we will come to discover again that our 
Savior and Lord, Jesus Christ is still very much in charge. 
As I have said before and I will say it again, if we had to 
have a pandemic, the perfect time would be during this 
penitential time of Lent, and as we celebrate the 
passion, suffering and death of the Savior. For during 
Holy Week, we recall and celebrate the passion of our 
Precious Lord from Palm Sunday, to the High Priest 
being placed on the pulpit of suffering through the Holy 
Cross of Good Friday. So Maybe, this Easter of 2020, will 
not only be so memorable because our churches are 
empty, but next Easter of 2021, will be even more 
memorable, because our churches will be filled to 
overflowing as so many have returned to the faith of 
their Baptism. 
           May this Easter be for you, your family and your 
friends HAPPY… HEALTHY…and most of all HOLY!  Keep 
praying. Be assured of my prayers and best wishes to all 
of the members of Holy Rosary parish. STAY HOME! STAY 
HEALTHY! STAY HOLY!  Happy Easter! 
 
        
        
       Rev. Paul van de Crommert 
       Pastor 

Our Gifts to God & Holy Rosary 

Adult Contributions $5,989.00 
Electronic Giving $2,161.81 
Easter Collection $70.00 
Easter Flowers $155.00 
 
Weekly Offering Total $8,375.81 
Weekly offering goal is set at $10,300.00 
 

Bridging the Gap $0.00 
Additional Weekly Income $0.00 
Grand Total $8,375.81 
Total weekly stewardship goal is set at $13,200.00 

 

Thanks for your gifts of gratitude to God!!! 

Stewardship of Gratitude 

Stewardship of Gratitude 
     Happy Easter! Thank you not only to our e-givers but 
also to our souls who are sending their stewardship 
through the United States mail. I have been opening the 
mail and it is a joy to read your notes of encouragement, 
appreciation and support! Last year, our total Easter 
collection was $10,465.90. While, I know that this is not 
a realistic goal this year, could I kindly ask that you might 
be able to give some stewardship this Easter? If your 
revenue is tight due to a job loss or some other financial 
hardship, please let us know and we would be willing to 
put you on our prayer list or just send me a note and I 
will keep you in my personal thoughts and prayers. We 
will get through this together! As best as we are able, 
have a Happy Easter! As always, thank you for your gifts! 

SINCERE SYMPATHY 

To the family of Annabelle Grioux†.                                 
        -May she rest in peace.  
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The Week Ahead 

Monday, April 13: Monday within the Octave of 
Easter  
 Private Mass - Juliette Shamp† 

Tuesday, April 14: Tuesday within the Octave of 
Easter  
 Private Mass - Lyle & Katherine Pearson 

Wednesday, April 15: Wednesday within the Octave 
of Easter  
 Private Mass - Dave & Judy Braam† 

Thursday, April 16: Thursday within the Octave of 
Easter  
 Private Mass - Ardith Giroux† 

Friday, April 17: Friday within the Octave of Easter  
 Private Mass - LaVerne & Marion Giefer 

Saturday, April 18: Saturday within the Octave of 
Easter  
 Private Mass - Tom Grossman† 

Sunday, April 19: Sunday of Devine Mercy 
 Private Mass - The People of Holy Rosary 

Masses Online are a 

SPIRITUAL SUCCESS! 
       Last week for Holy Week we 
recorded a Mass for Palm Sunday, Holy 
Thursday, Stations of the Cross on 
Good Friday and  the Mass of Easter. 
As I write these words, I was informed 
by my staff that after the Palm Sunday 
Mass was posted on Sunday morning, in the first hour 
alone there were 100 views. Also, as I write this, we have 
had a total of more than 1,000 views of the two Masses 
posted online. These Masses will remain online and so 
you can continue to view them if you have not done so, 
and also to see them again if you wish. We know that 
some of our senior parishioners are struggling sometimes 
to view the Masses online. If you are having any trouble 
at all with watching the Masses through this means of 
communication, do not hesitate to the call the parish 
offices to speak with either Cindy or Jim. As I stated at 
the close of the Palm Sunday Mass last week, I was wrong 
to think that people would not watch these Masses in 
such strong numbers. 
       I have already made the decision to continue doing 
these televised Masses well beyond the time of 
quarantine, as a good deal of our older parishioners most 
likely will need to stay away from public events for a 
longer period of time. 
        We are spending $150.00 per Mass for recording 
and to provide religious music. If you would be 
interested in sponsoring one or more of these Masses to 
cover our expenses for this very practical ministry, 
please enclose an envelope with this amount through 
the mail. We will acknowledge your contribution 
through the petitions (if you wish) and have all who 
attend and view the Mass to pray for your intentions as a 
benefactor. Keep watching!  Happy Easter! 

Parish Office Hours 

Reduced 
  

 We are reducing the parish office 
hours at Holy Rosary to just 4 days a week. So, the 
office will be closed throughout the weekend and 
including Monday, giving our staff a three-day-weekend 
and keeping the building vacant. You are welcome to 
leave a message on our voicemail throughout the 
weekend and including Mondays until further notice. 

A Prayer for a Spiritual 
Communion 

 Lord Jesus, come into my heart right 
now. I believe that You are present in the 
most Holy Sacrament at the altar. I love You 

above everything on this earth; even more than myself. I 
desire in my heart to receive You right now into my soul. 
Even though I cannot receive You sacramentally at this 
time, I ask of You in prayer to come spiritually now into my 
heart. Lord, You know that I love You as if You were here 
with me and I join my heart to Yours. Even though we are 
separated through Your divine body, and my human body, 
may I never be separated from You within my soul. We ask 
this in Jesus’ name. Amen.  

Prayer to End the Pandemic 
        

 Let us pray dearly beloved, for a 
swift end to the coronavirus pandemic 
that afflicts our world, that our God and 
Father will heal the sick, strengthen 
those who care for them, and help us all 
to persevere in faith. We ask this 
through Christ our Lord. Amen 
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Easter Eggs -  
European Style! 

 

       Growing up on the farm I feel 
that we were unconsciously in 
quarantine. For outside of going 

to Mass on Sunday, much of our summers were spent 
every day at home as a family. (Of course during the 
school year we usually just went to school and the 
sacraments.) 
        My Mother was not one to fuss with dying eggs or 
even having egg hunts at Easter; but eating hot boiled 
eggs for breakfast and even supper was a regular part of 
Dutch cuisine, if you would call it that. (Just this Sunday 
morning again, I had a boiled egg! Yum!)  
 But I remember on several Easters, my Mother 
would boil a dozen or so eggs, (there were 8 of us at the 
table), and then she would ask us to bring downstairs 
our crayons from this country and our pencil colors from 
Holland. My Mother was not much of an artist, but she 
allowed us to decorate our own egg for supper and we 
had great fun doing it. At supper we decided as a family 
whose egg was the best decorated making for a lively 
dinner conversation! This is a fun activity you could do 
for the evening meal and have a little DUTCH TREAT as 
well! ENJOY! Happy Easter! 
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This Week’s Sanctuary Light Intention:  

The souls of our departed 

If You Would Like a Parish 

Bulletin Mailed to You -  

Please Let Us Know! 
 Thank you to everyone who let us 
know that they would like a bulletin 

mailed to them or they would access it online. It is not too 
late to return the postcard if you wish to receive a hard 
copy of the bulletin. If you have misplaced your 
postcard, you are welcome to call the parish office and let 
us know you’d like a bulletin sent to you. 

SINCERE SYMPATHY 
To the family of Orval Marquardt†.                                 
  -May he rest in peace.  

 A graveside service was held on the morning of  Holy 
Thursday at Calvary Cemetery.  

Quarantine Reading for 
Kids and Young Adults 

 

       When I travelled through Europe a 
number of years ago, and returned to 
the Netherlands on Holy Saturday and 
Easter Sunday; part of my travels 
included going in Amsterdam to the 
“hiding place” of Anne Frank in 

Amsterdam. I had read the book as a young teenager 
and I was very moved by the suffering and the sacrifice 
of this Jewish family, and this young Jewish girl that was 
coming of age during World War II. The family of Anne 
Frank was in a veritable hellish quarantine, not for 
weeks, but for years and had to be extremely quiet as 
they lived in the attic, never able to go outside. I will not 
give the ending away but as you are home-schooling 
and have all of this extra time; what a time of grace to 
read some classic works, rather than watching endless 
hours of Disney that can make you dizzy or endless 
hours of Netflix. You can purchase the Diary of a Young 
Girl: The Definitive Edition of Anne Frank (used copy) 
for as little as $3.99 on Ebay. It is not just a book for 
girls, but has a lot of high drama in the end involving 
World War II, that most boys would find of interest as 
well. I had a Mother who if she saw her children just 
sitting around would keep saying, “Read a book!” When 
we asked to watch television, she would say definitively: 
“No, go read something!”  THIS CLASSIC WORK IS A 
MUST READ IF YOU ARE SERIOUS ABOUT FAITH 
FORMATION AS ANNE AND HER FAMILY WERE 
PERSECUTED FOR THEIR FAITH IN GOD! 

Blessed Palm 

Branches 

 After I had concluded saying 
the anticipatory Mass for Palm 
Sunday and we set out the 
blessed palms, in a matter of just a couple of hours, we 
had already gone through two large bags of blessed 
palms. We have refrigerated the remaining ones and they 
will stay fresh for some time. If you desire to have some 
for your home, please call the parish office and our staff 
will bring some from the refrigerator and have some fresh 
palms ready for you at the entrance of the parish offices. 
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Prayers and support for all of our sick and injured 
of Holy Rosary Parish 

Our prayers go out to all of the sick and injured in our 
parish who are at home, in the hospital, nursing homes or 
assisted-living residences. May God bless them and keep 
them under His guidance and protection!   

For Our Families 
Monday Charlie Bundy 
Tuesday Mavis Orr 
Wednesday Chris & Christi Knox 
Thursday Lawrence & Julie Mejia 
Friday Jerome Stadtherr 
Saturday Deloris Miller 
Sunday Harv & Vi Suedbeck 

Home Visitation: If you wish to have yourself or a loved 
one receive the sacraments, Holy Communion or a personal 
pastoral visit, please call our coordinator, Lorraine Klaseus 
at 507-388-4932 

Lord, Hear Our Prayers 

For Those Who Are Ill & Special Needs 
 Arnie & Eileen Wadekamper, Mary Kelly, Molly 
Viehweg,  Mary McVicker, Steve Drummer, Ruth Fitterer, 
Steve Fitterer,  Dan Telshaw, Charles Wesely, Craig Van 
Loy, Delores Haubrich, Dave Neubert, Joe Galli,  Betty 
Goettlicher, Agnes Morgan,  Tim Brown, Anne Doyle, Mary 
Coleman, Taylor Grill,  Mary Forsyth 

For Those in the Military 
Nick Blace Matt McGraw William Backes 
Jared Hiniker Christopher Schmidt  Ben Barsness 
Dana Schiller Anna Drummer Timothy Eick  
Mark Hansen  

This Week’s Readings 
Mon: Acts 2:14, 22-33/Mt 28:8-15 (261) Pss Prop   

Tues: Acts 2:36-41/Jn 20:11-18 (262) Pss Prop    

Weds: Acts 3:1-10/Lk 24:13-35 (263) Pss Prop  
Thurs: Acts 3:11-26/Lk 24:35-48 (264) Pss Prop   
Fri:  Acts 4:1-12/Jn 21:1-14 (265) Pss Prop  
Sat:  Acts 4:13-21/Mk 16:9-15 (266) Pss Prop  
Sun: Acts 2:42-47/1 Pt 1:3-9/Jn 20:19-31 (43) Pss Prop 

Prayer Chain 

 If you have a short term prayer request or 
prayer of thanksgiving for our prayer chain to 
pray for, please call Teresa Kolstad at 327-9810.   

 Loyola Catholic School is closed amid the COVID-19 
concern until further notice. Throughout the coming 
weeks, Loyola Theology teacher Alex Nuy will be 
continuing his Friday prayer service online. You can find it 
on Fridays on Loyola’s Facebook page, or on Alex’s 
YouTube channel. We welcome you to join us! 
 
LUCKY 20 RAFFLE - UPDATE 
New drawing date: June 30, 2020 
In every crisis, there is an opportunity to come together 
and persevere.  As we continue to navigate these 
uncertain times, please consider asking those you are 
connecting with to support Loyola. Loyola depends on the 
income from this fundraiser, more now than ever.  
Raffle details: Twenty chances to win!  
Grand Prize Winner $10,000, one $5,000, one $1,000, two 
$500, and 15 $200 winners. Only 1,000 tickets will be sold. 
Need not be present to win. Tickets $100 each, can be 
purchased by asking your favorite Loyola student or by 
calling 507-382-8089.Due to the stay at home order, no 
physical turn in or drop off of tickets/money until lifted.   
You may still mail your stubs/checks to: Loyola Catholic 
School 145 Good Counsel Drive, Mankato, MN 56001  
 

Your parish support makes all we do, 

learn, and celebrate at Loyola possible.   

 

Leading through Faith, Academic Excellence, and Service. 

Be An Evangelizer! 
 Consider calling at least one 
person who would appreciate 
hearing your voice during these 
times of quarantine. Tell these 
people that you will pray for 
them. Write a letter of encouragement or to compliment 
someone on something that they have done for you. 
Write a thank you letter for something you have received 
in the past. There is no expiration date on saying thank 
you or expressing gratitude! These are things we can do 
from home that lifts people’s hearts. Encourage people to 
view the Masses that are available on-line as well as our 
Masses of Holy Rosary. Even a pandemic cannot stop us 
from being proclaimers of the Good News of Christ’s 
death and resurrection! Happy Easter! 
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“Stepping Up in Faith” continued... 

Stepping Up in Faith 
Collected this week:                   $0.00 
Received to date:           $109,292.22 
Goal:              $175,000.00 
 
       As I am writing this on Palm Sunday, it is very safe to 
say that we will not be seeing the completion of our front 
entrance by Easter. There has been some progress made, 
but I suspect that the finishing touches will be completed 
(most likely), on or before June 1st of this year. 
       As I have stated previously, I have decided in these 
uncertain times, to largely suspend the work in the main 
church that we had planned to begin in June, as our 
revenue and our investment values are falling, along with 
nearly all other churches. If I am able to get the artist to 
come and do the two murals on either side of the main 
mural, I may still pursue this project, as this artist is 
booked months and years in advance, and the cost to do 
this art work is not excessively high.  
        In speaking with the manager of our front entrance 
project, we decided at the start of this project to replace 
the lighting on the north and south entrances as they 
have been damaged over these seventy years and are 
literally falling apart. The final cost for this new lighting 
will exceed the total project cost by an additional 
$15,000.00. I agreed to this amount recently as pastor, as 
I believe that good commercial lighting, that will come on 
automatically each evening, is critically important for the 
security of our parish campus. Over the past years I have 
been experiencing a good number of people wandering 
around our parish property late at night. I will also be 
adding some motion lights between the rectory and the 
church as well as the rectory backyard. We are also 
looking into installing cameras inside and outside the 
church, and also on the exterior of the rectory as well for 
security reasons. Many churches are going in this 
direction in this age of increased security concerns. I have 
personally experienced people ringing the doorbell in the 
middle of the night when I am in bed. It would be nice to 
know who these people who are doing this and with the 

Prayer to the Holy Virgin of 

Guadalupe 

 Holy Virgin of Guadalupe, Queen of 
the Angels and Mother of the Americas. 
We fly to you today as your beloved 
children. We ask you to intercede for us 

with your Son, as you did at the wedding in Cana.  
 Pray for us, loving Mother, and gain for our nation and 
world, and for all our families and loved ones, the 
protection of your holy angels, that we may be spared the 
worst of this illness.  
 For those already afflicted, we ask you to obtain the 
grace of healing and deliverance. Hear the cries of those 
who are vulnerable and fearful, wipe away their tears and 
help them to trust.  
 In this time of trial and testing, teach all of us in the 
Church to love one another and to be patient and kind. 
Help us to bring the peace of Jesus to our land and to our 
hearts. 
 We come to you with confidence, knowing that you 
truly are our compassionate mother, health of the sick 
and cause of our joy. 
 Shelter us under the mantle of your protection, keep 
us in the embrace of your arms, help us always to know 
the love of your Son, Jesus. Amen. 

new cameras, this will most likely discourage any prank 
behavior. We are not only “Stepping Up in Faith”, but we 
also need to “Step Up our Security” in 2020! And so it 
goes. Thank you for all that you have contributed so far! 
Any continued support would be appreciated! Thank you 
for your gifts!  
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Even though we were not able to purchase Easter flowers this year, the 
following donations were made in remembrance of loved ones.  We will 

purchase flowers to adorn the altar at a later time, but we would still like to 
remember those dear to our hearts this Easter season.  

In remembrance of David 
Dehen & Daniel Stefacek, 
Kvasnicka family members, 
and Dehen family members by 
Helen Dehen 

In In remembrance of Jacob & 
Florence Schuck and Bonnie 
Foudray by Jerry Schuck 

In remembrance of Karen 
Briggs, Don & Helen Kremer, 
Ben & Hazel Eggersdorfer, 
David Eggersdorfer, and Peter 
Manderfeld by Paul & Lisa 
Manderfeld 

In remembrance of Jerry 
Nelson by Jan Nelson 

In remembrance of Del Smith 
and Darwin Goodrich by 
Valerie Smith 

In remembrance of deceased 
relatives by Roger & Mary 
Mueller 

In remembrance of the 
deceased members of Pearson 
& Fuller Families by Lyle 
Pearson  

In remembrance of Merle 
Braam by Mary Braam 

In remembrance of Rod Wersal 
by Mary Wersal 

In In remembrance of John 
Drummer by Dorothy 
Drummer 

In remembrance of Vera & Jule 
Lenertz and Geri & Wayne 
Amundson by Mr. & Mrs. 
Robert Amundson 

In remembrance of Paul & 
Donna Ulmen by Becky Ulmen 

In remembrance of Charles 
Flynn and Kathy Flynn by Tim 
& Marya Flynn 

In remembrance of Jerry & 
Betty Brown by Jay Brown 

In remembrance of deceased 
members of the Boys family by 
Frank & Beverly Boys 

In remembrance of Edward 
Cashman, Kathleen Cashman, 
Thomas Cashman, Richard 
Puterbaugh, & Mary 
Puterbaugh by Dick & Sue 
Cashman 
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A Video Easter Message from His Holiness, Pope Francis 
 

Dear friends, good evening! 

 

 This evening I have the chance to enter your homes in a different way than usual. If you 

allow me, I would like to have a conversation with you for a few moments, in this time of 

difficulty and of suffering. I can imagine you in your families, living an unusual life to avoid 

contagion. I am thinking of the liveliness of children and young people, who cannot go out, 

attend school, live their lives. I have in my heart all the families, especially those who have a 

loved one who is sick or who have unfortunately experienced mourning due to the 

coronavirus or other causes. These days I often think about people who are alone, and for 

whom it is more difficult to face these moments. Above all I think of the elderly, who are very 

dear to me. 

 I cannot forget those who are sick with coronavirus, people who are in hospital. I am aware 

of the generosity of those who put themselves at risk for the treatment of this pandemic or to 

guarantee the essential services to society. So many heroes, every day, at every hour! I also 

remember how many are in financial straits and are worried about work and the future. A 

thought also goes out to prison inmates, whose pain is compounded by fear of the epidemic, 

for themselves and their loved ones; I think of the homeless, who do not have a home to 

protect them. 

 It is a difficult time for everyone. For many, very difficult. The Pope knows this and, with 

these words, he wants to tell everyone of his closeness and affection. Let us try, if we can, to 

make the best use of this time: let us be generous; let us help those in need in our 

neighbourhood; let us look out for the loneliest people, perhaps by telephone or social 

networks; let us pray to the Lord for those who are in difficulty in Italy and in the world. Even 

if we are isolated, thought and spirit can go far with the creativity of love. This is what we 

need today: the creativity of love. This is what is needed today: the creativity of love. 

 We will celebrate Holy Week in a truly unusual way, which manifests and sums up the 

message of the Gospel, that of God’s boundless love. And in the silence of our cities, the Easter 

Gospel will resound. The Apostle Paul says: “And He died for all, that those who live should 

no longer live for themselves, but for Him Who died for them and was raised again” (2 Cor 

5:15). In the risen Jesus, life conquered death. This Paschal faith nourishes our hope. I would 

like to share it with you this evening. It is the hope of a better time, in which we can be better, 

finally freed from evil and from this pandemic. It is a hope: hope does not disappoint; it is not 

an illusion, it is a hope. 

 Beside each other, in love and patience, we can prepare a better time in these days. Thank 

you for allowing me into your homes. Make a gesture of tenderness towards those who suffer, 

towards children, and towards the elderly. Tell them that the Pope is close and pray, that the 

Lord will soon deliver us all from evil. And you, pray for me. Have a good dinner. See you 

soon!          - Pope Francis, April 3, 2020 


