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        I am writing this on Saturday 
night, well after the 10:00 P.M hour. I 
have celebrated two Masses today, 
worked in church, worked in the 
office, and managed to go for a long 
walk tonight (which I so enjoy) for a 
couple of hours. (And for those of you 
that are worried about my walking 
late at night, I was back in the house 
before it was dark, around 8:30 P.M.)  

        As I was walking this past Saturday evening, if I closed 
my eyes, I felt I was back studying in Italy. The weather felt 
like an Italian spring at around 65 degrees. There were 
many other people outside. I saw couples strolling and 
speaking secrets to one another. I saw children actually 
playing in their yards, looking up long enough from their 
play to see the person who was walking past them on the 
street. I smelled the great smells of various meats on the 
grill. I could hear laughter and loud conversations coming 
from kitchens with the clanging of pots and pans as people 
were either serving or putting away the evening meal. I 
was beginning to wonder if the pandemic was as much of a 
problem as it was a blessing for those of us living in this 
mid-sized Midwestern town. For it seems that this 
pandemic is bringing people back together. 
          But my quiet serene walk was shattered in an instant, 
for as I was strolling, I heard the sound of a hound dog 
who had lungs who could wake the dead. I was startled 
and as I glanced to my left, I praised the Lord that this dog 
who was lunging toward me was secured by a strong iron 
fence and gate. I still picked up my pace as the dog 
growled and snarled at his gate. Then, in an instant, the 
dog jumped and jumped so high, he was as high as the 
gate. Needless to say, I picked up the pace of my steps 
even more. 
            As I walked and pondered that present moment, I 
was reminded of being a small boy on our farm in 
Clements, near Springfield, MN. Many times, as children,  
we would come running to the porch of our house to tell 

(continued  on next page) 

one of our parents, “The sheep are out.” Like that dog, I 
was reminded how sheep can jump, (even better than any 
dog) and clear a fence with ease. It is little wonder, when 
we moved to our new farm place, my Father had made the 
firm decision to be done with sheep forever. 
           Today’s readings for this 4th Sunday of Easter are all 
about the Good News of SHEEP. From the First Reading 
from the Acts of the Apostles to the Gospel of St. John, the 
imagery of sheep is addressed in abundance. In the First 
Reading from the Acts of the Apostles, the head shepherd 
of this young fledgling flock of faithful Christians is Simon 
Peter, the first Pope. In the spirit of sheep who sail over the 
fence and must be chased down and chastised; St. Peter 
chastises the Jewish people. He reminds them that when 
the people took Jesus outside of the city walls (or fence), 
and had Him killed through crucifixion, what they had done 
was terribly wrong. Unlike sheep who rarely listen, the 
people of St. Peter’s time do listen, they do repent, and 
become part of the sheepfold of Christ. The passage 
concludes with the Good News that the “flock of faithful” 
noticeably increases. We read at the conclusion of the first 
reading: “Those who accepted his message were baptized, 
and about three thousand persons were added that day.”  
             Psalm 23 is best remembered for being the psalm of 
the “Good Shepherd”; the “Lord is my shepherd; I shall not 
want…” Likewise the Second Reading from the First Letter 
of St. Peter, very specifically speaks about the Good News 
of sheep and shepherding, as we read at the conclusion of 
this passage, these Good News words: “…For you had gone 
astray like sheep, but you have now returned to the 
shepherd and guardian of your souls.” 
             The Good News imagery of all that is associated 
with sheep, appears through nine words alone in this 
passage from St. John. Now, if you know anything about St. 
John’s gospel, it is highly theological and highly symbolic. 
St. John presumes that you have a good physical working 
understanding of the nature of sheep and also a good 
spiritual working understanding of the spiritual nature of 
the Divine Savior. Suffice it to say, that with agrarian 
imagery, St. John is simply saying that Jesus is that Good 
Shepherd who is not out for personal profit, but rather for 
protection of the people who have been entrusted to Him. 
In Biblical times, the mark of a great shepherd was one who 
would stand up to a wild animal to the point of death to 
protect the sheep and really the future food, clothing and 
the very livelihood of the community. 
          Right now, we have professional medical people as 
well as many common laborers who, like that Good 
Shepherd, are risking their lives on a daily basis to protect 
and serve us. They might be the garbage collector or the 

       “For you had gone astray like sheep, but you have 
now returned to the shepherd and guardian of your 
souls.”            
                          - Second Reading - 1st Letter of St. Peter 
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Stewardship of Gratitude 
   Through your continued generosity, 
we are able to continue to have very 
respectable collections. Thank you so 
much for this “revenue reality.” Both 

my administrator and I as pastor go through the mailings 
that are sent in each week as part of our checks and 
balances procedures. What has struck me is how a good 
number of our faithful are sending their entire monthly 
offering in one lump sum check. I might add that these 
are very generous offerings. It is certainly inspiring to 
see this response of faith when our worship has been 
relegated not to a sanctuary, but to a screen. Again, I 
cannot say thank you enough. 
         Although we have not seen the Federal loan (that 

really becomes a grant); I have every confidence that we 

will receive it in due time. Many thanks to our 

administrator Jim, who spent a good deal of time 

dealing with the piles of paperwork that was involved 

with the application process. I will keep you posted 

when the money comes in to the parish coffers. As 

always, thank you for your gifts! 

“The Quill and the Cloth” continued... 
bus driver, the check-out person at the grocery store or 
the pharmacist filling a prescription. These people and 
many others are all examples of Good News Shepherds 
right in our midst.  
            After Vietnam, we shamefully treated our soldiers 
with insults and anger when they returned from war; 
many of whom who had been drafted and had gone 
against their will. We have learned over the decades now 
to thank the men and women of the armed forces with 
the words: “Thank you for your service.” Maybe we 
should thank those people now during the pandemic 
who are serving us and putting their own lives at risk so 
that we can stay home. I am even tempted to go back to 
that house where that jumping dog was in the back yard 
and thank them for that secure fence ….and maybe a 
suggestion…to make the fence a little bit higher for that 
fierce dog! Have a good week! Stay Home! Stay Healthy! 
Stay Holy! 
          
        
 
       Rev. Paul van de Crommert 
       Pastor 

Our Gifts to God & Holy Rosary 

Adult Contributions $7,971.00 
Electronic Giving $3,116.60 
Easter Collection $25.00 
Junior Collection $2.00 
DMA Refund $578.00 
 
Weekly Offering Total $11,692.60 
Weekly offering goal is set at $10,300.00 
 

Bridging the Gap $0.00 
Additional Weekly Income $165.00 
Grand Total $11,857.76 
Total weekly stewardship goal is set at $13,200.00 

 

Thanks for your gifts of gratitude to God!!! 

Stewardship of Gratitude 

A Poem About Progress 
 This week one of our parishioners sent me a letter 
along with their offerings to Holy Rosary. In this lovely 
letter she had included a poem that her sister had written 
years ago. This parishioner shared with me the poem. I 
called her to thank her and asked if I could publish the 
poem in the bulletin. She said that she would be delighted 
if I would do so on behalf of her late sister. Here it is. It is 
simply entitled:                                                                
                                 Steps 
The steps to church are difficult to climb; 

Slanted and slippery, they keep one  
struggling to be on time. 

 Lest unprepared we would  
 gasp and stare 

At the unopened door 
 Because we had ceased to care! 

 by  I.C.R.  8-1-74  
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Staying Informed 
 There have been more than 
3,200 views for our weekly Masses 
that we have been posting. We also 
are mailing nearly 100 bulletins 

every week to those who have returned their postcard 
and requested a hard copy each week. If for any reason 
you have not been receiving a weekly bulletin and/or are 
not able to down load the bulletin, please call the parish 
office during office hours Tuesday-Friday. 
              Secondly, I understand that some of you may not 
have computer capability or know how to download the 
Masses that we are putting online. If this is true, and we 
are mailing out a bulletin to you and you would like a 
hard copy of the weekly homily, please call the parish 
office as well. We will mail the homily to you along with 
the weekly bulletin during this pandemic time. However, 
this is only if you cannot retrieve the Mass on line. Keep 
praying. 

The Week Ahead 

Monday, May 4: Easter Weekday 
 Private Mass - Lambertha (Vissers) van de Crommert† 

Tuesday, May 5: Easter Weekday 
 Private Mass - Katherine McConnell† 

Wednesday, May 6: Easter Weekday  
 Private Mass - Liam & Karen Rooney Family 

Thursday, May 7: Easter Weekday 
 Private Mass - Paul & Karen Harguth Family 

Friday, May 8: Easter Weekday 
 Private Mass - Jerry Nelson† 

Saturday, May 9: Easter Weekday 
 Private Mass - Signa Hoffman† 

Sunday, May 10: Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 Private Mass - The People of Holy Rosary Parish 

 
This Week’s Sanctuary Light Intention:  

Shelia Leiferman† 

If You Would Like a Parish 

Bulletin Mailed to You -  

Please Let Us Know! 
 Thank you to everyone who let us 

know that they would like a bulletin mailed to them or 
they would access it online. It is not too late to return the 
postcard if you wish to receive a hard copy of the 
bulletin. If you have misplaced your postcard, you are 
welcome to call the parish office and let us know you’d 
like a bulletin sent to you. 

A Prayer for a Spiritual 
Communion 

 Lord Jesus, come into my heart right 
now. I believe that You are present in the 
most Holy Sacrament at the altar. I love You 

above everything on this earth; even more than myself. I 
desire in my heart to receive You right now into my soul. 
Even though I cannot receive You sacramentally at this 
time, I ask of You in prayer to come spiritually now into my 
heart. Lord, You know that I love You as if You were here 
with me and I join my heart to Yours. Even though we are 
separated through Your divine body, and my human body, 
may I never be separated from You within my soul. We ask 
this in Jesus’ name. Amen.  

Spiritual Recipe Card for a 

Pandemic 
      “Do not try to SURVIVE physically, 
this present pandemic. Rather, may you 
spiritually and theologically THRIVE, during this pandemic. 
Perhaps the greatest fear during this time of pandemic 
should not be about physical health and much more about 
spiritual health. We as Americans are addicted to so many 
activities, entertainment, sports  and being on the go! 
Perhaps some SOLITUDE and SILENCE is so very good for 
our SOULS and our SPIRITUAL LIFE. Don’t worry about the 
ECONOMY as much as we should worry about ETERNITY. 
FOR GOD CANNOT SPEAK TO OUR SOULS BY SHOUTING 
AT US, BUT RATHER HE SPEAKS TO US THROUGH THE 
SILENCE.  Don’t EXCUSE yourself from this brief EXIT of life, 
rather EMBRACE it. The pandemic will be part of our 
personal history sooner than we know, and so with it, this 
time of SOLITUDE.” 
                        -Rev. Paul van de Crommert  - April 19, 2020 
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SINCERE SYMPATHY 
To the family Raymond Wibstad†.        

                -May he rest in peace. 

World Day of Prayer for 

Vocations 
        

 Today the Holy Father has asked all 
Catholic to intercede for vocations. Will 

you make a special effort to ask the Lord for more 
vocations to the priesthood and religious life? 
 Pray for the priests who have ministered to you 

throughout your life, both living and dead. 
 Keep our parish priests and deacons in prayer 

throughout the week. 
 Encourage your children or grandchildren to consider 

a vocation as a priest or religious brother or sister. 
 Pray a rosary for more young men and women in our 

diocese to respond to God’s call. 

To Study or Not to Study, 
That Is the Question?!? 

 

         In speaking with some 
students, many are struggling with 
their academic studies. It is not so 
much the difficulty of the work, but 
more to do with motivation. A great 
lesson to learn early in life is to be a self-starter. It is very 
much the heart and soul of faith and financial success. 
Please do not be part of the 40% of students who have 
presently been surveyed that are not applying 
themselves to their academics. 
         Various news reports are informing us that school 
districts are beginning discussions on how best to 
approach the pandemic problem which is far more 
complex than any math problem. Some of the possible 
theories to resolve this academic shortfall in the 
classroom that are being discussed by school districts 
across the 50 states include: (Are you ready for this, for 
those of you who are not readers of the church bulletin) 
1.) Making summer school mandatory for all students. 2.) 
Shortening the traditional three-month summer schedule 
to as little as three weeks. 3.) Lengthening the school day 
to end perhaps at 4:00 or 5:00 P.M. daily 4.) For students 
who have not mastered their subjects to repeat the 
grade they are presently in at this time. 
         It has already been reported that certain colleges 
are not planning to hold classes for the fall semester on 
their campuses, but instead learning will be on-line. 
Some scholars of education are wondering that if 
students become more acclimated to on-line learning, 
that the traditional four-year college student on campus 
might be disappearing in the future.  
           What is the academic answer to all of this 
uncertainty? No one knows for sure. However, what is 
certain is that your studies are vitally important. Spend 
time in study each day. Knowledge is not absorbed 
through an all-night cramming session before returning 
to school. Stay SAFE! Stay HOME! Stay HOLY! Oh yea…
keep praying too! 

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 
  

       “Even the pandemic flu of 1918 only 
killed one to two percent of the people 
who were infected.”  
                                                                                    

        -Dr. Anthony Fauci  

 Our church marquee is 
an appropriate “sign,” as it 
speaks to us in its newness 
and emptiness, in this new 
time of pandemic which none 
of us has ever experienced, 
and the emptiness of our 
churches. The electronic sign 
will soon be coming and well 
have a stone statue of the 
Blessed Mother installed in 
the archway.   

 The new front entrance 
is progressing well, and the 
new front steps appear 
almost like two arms 
extended in a welcoming 
embrace to worshippers.  
The decrease in concrete 
from the previous steps 
gives an illusion that the 
church has been pushed 
back further away from the 
street.  
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Prayers and support for all of our sick and injured 
of Holy Rosary Parish 

Our prayers go out to all of the sick and injured in our 
parish who are at home, in the hospital, nursing homes or 
assisted-living residences. May God bless them and keep 
them under His guidance and protection!   

For Our Families 
Monday Amy Otto 
Tuesday Alisa Hlavac 
Wednesday Alan & Rebecca Tolzman 
Thursday John & Tracie Huiras 
Friday Eric Willaert 
Saturday Jeff & Karla Maurer 
Sunday Steve & Bonnie Kremer 

Home Visitation: If you wish to have yourself or a loved 
one receive the sacraments, Holy Communion or a personal 
pastoral visit, please call our coordinator, Lorraine Klaseus 
at 507-388-4932 

Lord, Hear Our Prayers 

For Those Who Are Ill & Special Needs 
 Arnie & Eileen Wadekamper, Mary Kelly, Molly 
Viehweg,  Mary McVicker, Steve Drummer, Ruth Fitterer, 
Steve Fitterer,  Dan Telshaw, Charles Wesely, Craig Van 
Loy, Delores Haubrich, Dave Neubert, Joe Galli,  Betty 
Goettlicher, Agnes Morgan,  Tim Brown, Anne Doyle, Mary 
Coleman, Taylor Grill,  Mary Forsyth, Dave Grams, Kathy 
Fredrickson 

For Those in the Military 
Nick Blace Matt McGraw William Backes 
Jared Hiniker Christopher Schmidt  Ben Barsness 
Dana Schiller Anna Drummer Timothy Eick  
Mark Hansen  

This Week’s Readings 
Mon: Acts 11:1-18/Jn 10:11-18 (279)      

Tues: Acts 11:19-26/Jn 10:22-30 (280)  

Weds: Acts 12:24—13:5a/Jn 12:44-50 (281)   
Thurs: Acts 13:13-25/Jn 13:16-20 (282)   
Fri:  Acts 13:26-33/Jn 14:1-6 (283)  
Sat:  Acts 13:44-52/Jn 14:7-14 (284)   
Sun: Acts 6:1-7/1 Pt 2:4-9/Jn 14:1-12 (52) Pss I 

Prayer Chain 

 If you have a short term prayer request or 
prayer of thanksgiving for our prayer chain to 
pray for, please call Teresa Kolstad at 327-9810.   

 Loyola Catholic School is closed amid the COVID-19 
concern until further notice. Throughout the coming 
weeks, Loyola Theology teacher Alex Nuy will be 
continuing his Friday prayer service online. You can find it 
on Fridays on Loyola’s Facebook page, or on Alex’s 
YouTube channel. We welcome you to join us! 
 
LUCKY 20 RAFFLE - UPDATE 
New drawing date: June 30, 2020.  As we continue to 
navigate these uncertain times, please consider asking 
those you are connecting with to support Loyola. Loyola 
depends on the income from this fundraiser, more now 
than ever Only 1,000 tickets will be sold. Need not be 
present to win. Tickets $100 each, can be purchased by 
asking your favorite Loyola student or by calling 507-382-
8089.You may mail your stubs/checks to: Loyola Catholic 
School 145 Good Counsel Drive, Mankato, MN 56001  
 

Your parish support makes all we do, 

learn, and celebrate at Loyola possible.   

 

Leading through Faith, Academic Excellence, and Service. 

Parish Office Hours 

Reduced 
  

 We are reducing the parish office 
hours at Holy Rosary to just 4 days a week. So, the 
office will be closed throughout the weekend and 
including Monday, giving our staff a three-day-weekend 
and keeping the building vacant. You are welcome to 
leave a message on our voicemail throughout the 
weekend and including Mondays until further notice. 

 The old side-
walks have been 
removed and the 
new ones are being 
rolled out. It will be 
wonderful to have a 
straight and even 
sidewalk, as many 
sections were a 
tripping hazard and 
were crumbling.  
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“Stepping Up in Faith” continued... 

Stepping Up in Faith 
Collected this week:                   $0.00 
Received to date:           $109,442.22 
Goal:              $175,000.00 
 
       We continue to STEP UP in progress of our front 
entrance as well as the additional cement work that we 
have decided to undertake in the last weeks. If you drive 
past Holy Rosary, we have literally “rolled up the 
sidewalks”, not because no one has been coming to 
church, but because we are proceeding on laying virtually 
new sidewalks, not only in front of the church proper, but 
also along the north side of the church.  
         My intention was to lay some new pieces of 
concrete in the areas that had been broken, were 
crumbling, or had been raised. However, after 
consultation with the project foreman, he felt that in the 
end, it would be just a bit more money to simply redo the 
sidewalks in their entirety, rather than doing a patch-
work job. So, as of last Thursday, all of the sidewalks were 
largely taken up on the north side and by the time this 
bulletin comes out, we should have all new sidewalks in 
place. I will also have a new driveway curtain that will be 
much wider, replacing the one that most likely dates to 
pre-1950. It was time. 
          We are anticipating that the plumbing for the 
sprinkling system will be installed before the sod will be 
laid down, as we installed last year the plumbing needed 
for a sprinkler system in the lower level of church. I had a 
lengthy meeting with the project manager a week ago 
Friday, as we were settling a number of the finer details 
of our present project. As we discussed landscaping, I 
have wanted something very simple and low 
maintenance. Over the years, we have had all of these 
shrubs planted around our buildings in the past, but no 
gardener or volunteer to take care of them. So, it 
becomes but another pastoral task to complete during 
the months of summer when the bushes become so 
shaggy and I cannot stand looking at them any longer. I 
decided a couple of years ago to do away with all of the 
over-grown shrubbery in front of the school and replace 

them with some simple washed river rock. I did not hear 
any concerns or complaints, so I concluded it must have 
been okay. Personally, I think the front of school looks 
neat and tidy, and so the same “look” will be approached 
at the front entrance of church with a bit of river rock and 
beautiful lush green sod. Our new sprinkler system should 
keep the sod both alive and green. With the added lighting 
and the flower beds adorned with flowers at our front 
entrance, I think it will all look very neat, tidy and inviting 
to our worshippers that enter our beautiful church. 
             As I met with the project manager, we also 
discussed updating and relocating the air-conditioning 
system of the church. We believe that we have found a 
new, discreet location for the air-conditioning unit, on the 
south side of the church in the ally. Our plan is to locate it 
in the corner on the west side of the south door. The new 
units will be smaller than the present unit, (that is 
approaching 25 years and is nearing the end of its 
lifetime), much more quiet, more energy efficient, and the 
pastoral benefit will be that I will no longer feel like I am 
sleeping on top of a Boing 747, as the unit is presently in 
the rectory backyard where the bedrooms are located. It is 
believed that the new air-conditioning unit could be 
installed, hooked up and running on or before July 1st  of 
2020, if a unit is available in the warehouse. I will keep you 
posted on this additional project. We have been having 
some challenges with the present unit, and like all things, 
it eventually wears out from many years of usage. 
        In the meantime, if time permits and you want to get 
out of the house for a few minutes, you might take a drive 
on Sherman and Grant. A number of the workmen have 
appreciated the parishioners who have stopped and have 
commented on how nice the front entrance is looking. We 
are still working on finalizing the new front doors as well 
as the statue and the sign that will be installed in the 
weeks and months ahead. In spite of the pandemic, we are 
making a lot of good progress in cleaning and repairs 
around the parish church, school and even the rectory; (I 
painted two rooms in the house last week), as well as we 
have done a great deal of “summer cleaning” early in 
school and the church as well.  Take advantage of this 
pandemic time to get your own house in order!!!! 


