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 Happy Mother’s Day! It is hard to 
believe that it is Mother’s Day this Sunday, 
in the midst of this major pandemic. What 
a strange day and a strange way to 
celebrate Mother’s Day. For if our mothers 
are in advancing years (say over the age of 
65), we are being advised not to visit them 

due to the virus. Even if our mothers are under the age of 
65, we are still being asked to “social distance” from them 
from one household to the next.  
       Although I wish that my own Mother was among the 
living; for her sake, I am glad that she has gone to eternity, 
especially this Mother’s Day in 2020. For every winter she 
suffered from cabin fever, when the snow lay on the 
ground. She had sometimes a hard time understanding 
about icy roads and I would think that today she would 
have an even harder time understanding that either I or 
my siblings could not come home on her day in May 
because of some pandemic. 
        Likewise, on this Mother’s Day, you might have a hard 
time to understand why the Gospel, and this God-fearing 
pastor would not be talking and focusing solely on the 
secular celebration of Mother’s Day; but instead focus on 
Fathers, and a spiritual celebration of our Heavenly Father. 
         If you recall last week’s homily, I informed you that 
the Old and New Testament have made mention of sheep 
in some form, around 750 times. Just in the Gospel 
passage that we heard last week from St. John, there were 
9 references alone to sheep, sheepfold and shepherd. I 
mention this because the means (not just the message), of 
St. John’s writings is very consistent. For it appears that 
when St. John in his very theological style of writing wants 
to emphasize a Good News point; he keeps using and 
reusing a particular word. Case in point, in last week 
Gospel St. John continues to repeat some form of the word 
“sheep” to keep reminding us of the Good News that the 
Savior is indeed the Good Shepherd. 
          This week’s Gospel passage that is again from St. 

John’s Gospel, repeats now the word “Father” an amazing 
12 times. Although we are still a few weeks away from not 
only Father’s Day, we are also a few weeks away from 
Holy Trinity Sunday. But already we are hearing a bit of 
the mystery of the Trinity -- that while the first and 
second persons of the Trinity are their own persons, yet, 
mysteriously, they are also interconnected and one. For 
Christ mysteriously responds to St. Phillip’s desire of 
seeing the Father with these emphatic words: “…Have I 
been with you for so long a time that you still do not know 
me Phillip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. 
How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not believe 
that I am in the Father and the Father is in me?’” 
           During this time of pandemic we hear all sorts of 
catch lines such as, “Although we are apart, we are still all 
in this together.” These types of lines are nothing new as 
they not only have an ancient Trinitarian ring to them, but 
also truly explain, in a small way, the same union with 
family just like the sacred union between God the Father 
and God the Son that St. John is trying to emphasize. 
Equally, right now, we are all our own persons during this 
time of pandemic. It is true that we might feel alone and 
isolated as we are distant from our loved ones, perhaps 
even our mothers. However, at the same time we are also 
feeling that we are all in this together, either on this earth 
or in the world to come united by love for the Father, the 
Son the Holy Spirit and one another.  
         Happy Mother’s Day to all of our Mothers living and 
deceased. May you still have a wonderful day through the 
phone calls and the flowers revealing to you that you are 
loved! Stay Home! Stay Healthy! Stay Holy!   
         
 
        
 
       Rev. Paul van de Crommert 
       Pastor 

       Jesus said to him, “I am the way and the truth 
and the life. No one comes to the Father except through 
me. If you know me, then you will also know my Father. 
From now on you do know Him, and have seen Him…
Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in 
me…”            -St. John 

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 
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Stewardship of Gratitude 
             Last week we did finally 
receive the Federal loan to assist 
small businesses during this time of 
epidemic. It is our understanding 
that if this money is used directly for 
payroll, utilities, and some other areas, and the proper 
paperwork is submitted;  the loan would become in 
effect a grant. So, right now, for bookkeeping purposes, 
we are counting it as a loan and not a grant, until all the 
requirements have been fulfilled. After fulfilling the 
federal expectations, these monies will be revealed as 
income for the parish at the close of the fiscal year in 
June. I mention this in the event that someone might 
expect to see these monies appear now in the bulletin 
as income. 
           Pastorally, I continue to marvel at how many 
people are getting out their computers and laptops and 
watching the Masses that we are putting online. (*We 
were having trouble with the cordless microphone from 
the camera set-up last weekend and that is why the 
sound was not as sharp last weekend. We hope to have 
that technical problem solved by this weekend, although 
I still felt that the sound was still very good.) Secondly, I 
am amazed at how good our giving has been from so 
many of you. I am encouraged by some of you who are 
saying that if the parish has any specific needs to let 
them know, and the cost will be covered by them. These 
are very comforting stewardship statements. As you well 
know, but I will say it again, THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
GIFTS! 

“Stewardship of Gratitude” continued... 

Belated Thank You! 
     As I was cleaning up my office the 
other day, I was remiss in 
acknowledging a gift to Holy Rosary 
parish from Molly Fields from Pequot Lakes. Through the 
Knights of Columbus, she gave a gift to Holy Rosary to be 
given to support the work of Loyola. This gift was given 
in loving memory of her late husband David Fields. Since 
the parish has covered our Loyola stewardship 
commitment some time ago for the Fiscal Year of 2019-
2020, this money has been applied to the next school 
year. The amount of the gift came to $2,224.09. We are 
most appreciative of this gift to Holy Rosary and 
ultimately to Loyola. Blessed be Dave’s memory. 

Our Gifts to God & Holy Rosary 

Adult Contributions $3,704.50 
Electronic Giving $2,142.18 
Junior Collection $40.00 
EIDG Forgivable US Loan  $3,000.00 
 
Weekly Offering Total $8,886.68 
Weekly offering goal is set at $10,300.00 
 

Bridging the Gap $0.00 
Additional Weekly Income $1,589.77 
Grand Total $10,476.45 
Total weekly stewardship goal is set at $13,200.00 

 

Thanks for your gifts of gratitude to God!!! 

Stewardship of Gratitude 

Parish Office Hours 

Reduced 
  

 We are reducing the parish 
office hours at Holy Rosary to just 4 days a week. So, 
the office will be closed throughout the weekend and 
including Monday, giving our staff a three-day-weekend 
and keeping the building vacant. You are welcome to 
leave a message on our voicemail throughout the 
weekend and including Mondays until further notice. 

Happy Mother’s Day! 
 A Happy Mother’s Day to all of our 

mothers, step-mothers, mother’s-in-

law, mothers of our children, 

grandmothers, great-grandmothers, as well as all those 

who reach out to us in a “motherly” way. Happy 

Mother’s Day! We hope that this Mother’s Day is a 

glorious day with your family and your loved ones in your 

heart since many cannot be together physically.  May we 

not also forget our Mothers who brought us into this 

world and perhaps have now passed from this world. 

May we offer to them the spiritual gift of prayer for the 

repose of their souls. May we also not forget that this is 

also the day of the Church, as the Church has received 

the title of Holy Mother Church. Blessings to our Mothers 

both earthly and spiritual, today and always! 
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Staying Informed 
 There have been more than 
3,600 views for our weekly Masses 
that we have been posting. We also 
are mailing nearly 100 bulletins 

every week to those who have returned their postcard 
and requested a hard copy each week. If for any reason 
you have not been receiving a weekly bulletin and/or are 
not able to down load the bulletin, please call the parish 
office during office hours Tuesday-Friday. 
              Secondly, I understand that some of you may not 
have computer capability or know how to download the 
Masses that we are putting online. If this is true, and we 
are mailing out a bulletin to you and if you would like a 
hard copy of the weekly homily, please call the parish 
office as well. We will mail the homily to you along with 
the weekly bulletin during this pandemic time. However, 
this is only if you cannot retrieve the Mass on line. Keep 
praying. 

The Week Ahead 

Monday, May 11: Easter Weekday 
 Private Mass - Bud Schmieg† 

Tuesday, May 12: [Saints Nereus and Achilleus, Martyrs; Saint 

Pancras, Martyr]  
 Private Mass - Bonnie Varuska† 

Wednesday, May 13: [Our Lady of Fatima]  
 Private Mass - Dale Sieberg† 

Thursday, May  14: Saint Matthias, Apostle  
 Private Mass - Juliette Shamp† 

Friday, May 15: [Saint Isidore]  
 Private Mass - Noah Kelly 

Saturday, May 16: Easter Weekday 
 Private Mass - Jan Schmidt† 

Sunday, May  17: 6th Sunday of Easter 
 Private Mass - The People of Holy Rosary Parish 

Video Mass Patrons 

 We would like to take a moment and 
thank those who have donated to offset 
the cost of taping the video Masses. Our 
videographer has been most 

accommodating, and is giving us an appreciable discount 
for his services. If possible, we will continue taping the 
Masses, as those over the age of 65 and those with health 
conditions will be advised to avoid large gatherings for 
some time yet. Thank you for your support!  

If You Would Like a 

Parish Bulletin Mailed to 

You -  Please Let Us 

Know! 
 Thank you to everyone who let 
us know that they would like a 
bulletin mailed to them or they would access it online. It is 
not too late to return the postcard if you wish to receive 
a hard copy of the bulletin. If you have misplaced your 
postcard, you are welcome to call the parish office and let 
us know you’d like a bulletin sent to you. 

A Prayer for a Spiritual Communion 

 Lord Jesus, come into my heart right now. I believe 
that You are present in the most Holy Sacrament at the 
altar. I love You above everything on this earth; even more 
than myself. I desire in my heart to receive You right now 
into my soul. Even though I cannot receive You 
sacramentally at this time, I ask of You in prayer to come 
spiritually now into my heart. Lord, 
You know that I love You as if You 
were here with me and I join my 
heart to Yours. Even though we 
are separated through Your divine 
body, and my human body, may I 
never be separated from You 
within my soul. We ask this in 
Jesus’ name. Amen.  
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 You might take a few moments to read the most 

recent publication of the Diocese of New Ulm paper, The 

Prairie Catholic. As I mentioned in the recorded Mass last 

weekend, there was a nice cover article about how 

parishes are coping and communicating with the 

challenge of the pandemic and quarantine. I was 

interviewed as pastor, along with a couple other pastors 

of the larger parishes of our Diocese. Below, is one of the 

photos of the article as well as the caption.  
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This Week’s Sanctuary Light Intention:  

Edwin Goettlicher† 

The Governor Says 
We May Reopen on 

May 18th! 
 If everything goes as 
planned, a week from next 
Monday, more of the State of 
Minnesota will be quitting 
quarantine and people will be 

getting back to some kind of “new” “normal”. I believe 
the Governor has gotten it right by his comments and 
those of his staff, stating that the 18th of May (unless the 
quarantine will be further extended) is not going to be a 
light switch., but more like a dimmer switch or a dial 
that will be slowly turned up.  
            If May 18th is the day for reopening of the state, 
there is still a good chance that churches will be limited 
or not allowed to fully operate as we have done in the 
past. I will plan to open the first Mass on that Saturday, 
May 23rd, as there are many guidelines to be followed. 
This will be the Mass that we will be recording, so at 
least for that week, we will have the Mass with a limited 
attendance. We know that at least every other pew will 
be closed off. We also know that people over the age of 
65 can come at their own risk. There can be no 
missalettes used or papers handed out at this time. 
(There are a good number of other rules besides these 
that we must follow.)   
 As pastor, I am ENCOURAGING, but NOT REQUIRING 
people between the ages of 7 to age 64 to attend Mass. 
(*Remember, you are not even under obligation to 
attend Mass ever if you are under the age of 7. The 
obligation to attend Mass is still not in effect in those 
Dioceses that have again started to offer public Masses 
across the country.) In anticipation for the (possible) 
Saturday Mass on May 23rd, we will ask that you would 
call the parish office to indicate your desire to come, as 
we will be more limited with seating due to the 
recording of the Mass. If everything goes as planned, (I 
will not offer an 8:00 A.M. Mass), but I will also offer a 
Mass at 10:00 A.M. on Sunday, May 24th. Again, because 
of social distancing, there is a limit to how many people 
can attend. Maybe many of you may want to come and 
maybe few of you wish to attend. You will also be 
encouraged to attend the daily Masses that will be held 
at 6:00 P.M. We have never done this before, so we will 
access things after the first open weekend. If the 
attendance is strong, I will return to the 8:00 A.M. Mass 
as well in the near future.    -Father 

Unable to gather with his flock in the church, Fr. Paul van 
de Crommert, pastor of Holy Rosary in North Mankato, has 
been providing the faithful with access to weekly online 
liturgies. Although a brand new endeavor, the parish 
reports that it is going well, far beyond their expectations. 
Also pictured is videographer Tony Goodwin. (Photo by 
Katie Roiger) 
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Prayers and support for all of our sick and injured 
of Holy Rosary Parish 

Our prayers go out to all of the sick and injured in our 
parish who are at home, in the hospital, nursing homes or 
assisted-living residences. May God bless them and keep 
them under His guidance and protection!   

For Our Families 
Monday Carol Endres  
Tuesday Karen Arneman 
Wednesday Marlin & Lenora Hickey 
Thursday Gerald & Karen Winters 
Friday Renee Guyer 
Saturday Kevin &Patti Mettler 
Sunday Joe Molski 

Home Visitation: If you wish to have yourself or a loved 
one receive the sacraments, Holy Communion or a personal 
pastoral visit, please call our coordinator, Lorraine Klaseus 
at 507-388-4932 

Lord, Hear Our Prayers 

For Those Who Are Ill & Special Needs 
 Arnie & Eileen Wadekamper, Mary Kelly, Molly 
Viehweg,  Mary McVicker, Steve Drummer, Ruth Fitterer, 
Steve Fitterer,  Dan Telshaw, Charles Wesely, Craig Van 
Loy, Delores Haubrich, Dave Neubert, Joe Galli,  Betty 
Goettlicher, Agnes Morgan,  Tim Brown, Anne Doyle, Mary 
Coleman, Taylor Grill,  Mary Forsyth, Dave Grams, Kathy 
Fredrickson 

For Those in the Military 
Nick Blace Matt McGraw William Backes 
Jared Hiniker Christopher Schmidt  Ben Barsness 
Dana Schiller Anna Drummer Timothy Eick  
Mark Hansen  

This Week’s Readings 
Mon: Acts 14:5-18/Jn 14:21-26 (285)      

Tues: Acts 14:19-28/Jn 14:27-31a (286)   

Weds: Acts 15:1-6/Jn 15:1-8 (287)  
Thurs: Acts 1:15-17, 20-26/Jn 15:9-17 (564) Pss Prop  
Fri:  Acts 15:22-31/Jn 15:12-17 (289)  
Sat:  Acts 16:1-10/Jn 15:18-21 (290)  
Sun: Acts 8:5-8, 14-17/1 Pt 3:15-18/Jn 14:15-21 (55) Pss II 

Prayer Chain 

 If you have a short term prayer request or 
prayer of thanksgiving for our prayer chain to 
pray for, please call Teresa Kolstad at 327-9810.   

 Loyola Catholic School is closed amid the COVID-19 
concern until further notice. Throughout the coming 
weeks, Loyola Theology teacher Alex Nuy will be 
continuing his Friday prayer service online. You can find it 
on Fridays on Loyola’s Facebook page, or on Alex’s 
YouTube channel. We welcome you to join us! 
 
LUCKY 20 RAFFLE - UPDATE 
New drawing date: June 30, 2020.  As we continue to 
navigate these uncertain times, please consider asking 
those you are connecting with to support Loyola. Loyola 
depends on the income from this fundraiser, more now 
than ever Only 1,000 tickets will be sold. Need not be 
present to win. Tickets $100 each, can be purchased by 
asking your favorite Loyola student or by calling 507-382-
8089.You may mail your stubs/checks to: Loyola Catholic 
School 145 Good Counsel Drive, Mankato, MN 56001  
 

Your parish support makes all we do, 

learn, and celebrate at Loyola possible.   

 

Leading through Faith, Academic Excellence, and Service. 

Virtual Baby Bottle Campaign 
 The Social Concerns Committee is offering a Virtual 
Mother’s Day Baby Bottle Campaign.  Baby bottle 
donations will support Options for Women | Mankato, 
the local pregnancy resource center.  Options Mankato is 
a grassroots, 501 (c) 3 non-profit organization dedicated 
to empowering individuals to make life-affirming 
decisions regarding pregnancy, relationships and health.  
As a non-profit organization, Options Mankato does not 
charge for any services offered, therefore the 
organization has no financial investment in the decisions 
the clients make.  The staff and volunteers at Options 
Mankato are prepared to journey alongside women 
through their own unique situation. 
 If you are able to help support this mission 
financially, please scan the QR Code below (or go to 
supportoptionsmankato.com) to give securely.  Your tax-
deductible gift will assist in offering valuable services to 
women in our community who are facing an unplanned 
pregnancy or difficult parenting situation. Thank you for 
your support! 
 

Scan this QR code to 

donate today! 



FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER                                                                                                    MAY 10, 2020 

 

 

HolyRosaryNorthMankato.com   |   LoyolaCatholicSchool.org     Page 7 

Stepping Up in Faith 
Collected this week:                   $0.00 
Received to date:           $109,442.22 
Goal:              $175,000.00 
 
         Perhaps we should not only say that we are Stepping 
UP in faith, but also that we are stepping OUT, in faith. 
For as of last week we have completed laying nearly all of 
the sidewalks around the church and rectory. I also have a 
new driveway entrance, and it still is a bit of logistical 
challenge to get in and out of the garage because I cannot 
drive on that entrance and I still want to park the car in 
the garage. 
          There is still much finishing work to do, but every 
day we take another step or two forward. I suspect that it 
will be later in the summer when everything will be 
finished down to the last detail. In the meantime, they 
say that a picture is worth a thousand words. So, I submit 
to you “thousands of words” through the various photos 
we have taken. Thank you for your continued support of 
this most necessary and practical project.  

 The north side of the church now has nice, smooth 
sidewalks with no trip hazards.  The church has a beautiful 
new exterior look and is eagerly awaiting the return of her 
faithful!  

 The handicapped entrance now has a smoother and 
larger ramp for better accessibility.  

 It was time for the old, crumb-
ling driveway to be replaced. The 
old one was the 1920’s original!  

Before 

Before 

After 

After 


