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 During this time of pandemic, I 
know there are many of you who 
may be feeling isolated, alone, and 
perhaps even feeling a bit  
HOPELESS these past weeks. As I 
write these words, nearly 300,000 

people have died world-wide from the coronavirus, and 
the United States is nearing 100,000 deaths alone. 
UNICEF is now reporting that in the near future, an 
additional 6,000 children could die world-wide on a daily 
basis from preventable causes over the next six months 
because of the present pandemic. Even though our health 
night be good at the present moment, we wonder and we 
even worry that if we catch the virus, will be have an 
adverse reaction?  
             And if disease and sickness does not give you 
cause to lose HOPE, than dollars and cents will for sure 
depress you. The United States alone is approaching 20% 
unemployment. 30 million Americans have filed for 
unemployment since the pandemic began in this country. 
It is estimated that the coronavirus job losses could total 
47 million people and the employment rate could hit 32%, 
according to the most recent federal government 
statistics. Even those of us who are still blessed with work, 
may have seen our personal investments take a sizable 
loss and our real estate values tumble, all the while 
wondering if and when things will return to normal. 
             Then there is the whole issue of the faith. We 
have had to skip over as Christians and Catholics the most 
sacred week of our entire year, Holy Week. We have had 
empty churches for weeks and even months. Like your 
own personal households, the houses of God are working 
with reduced income and in some parishes, some staff 
have already been let go. There is a great wonder for many 
in the Church about the future direction for our Faith 
Formation programs and even our Catholic Schools. Some 
experts are forecasting that the later in many instances will 
not be able to survive these new economic or 
environmental educational realities. 
               And yet, in the spirit of our very first pope, Pope 
(St.) Peter, who wrote to a struggling early Christian 

community to be HOPE-FILLED when it was experiencing 
the death by martyrdom, economic hardship and 
worshipping in secret for fear of death; we too need to be 
people of HOPE during this problem time of our present 
pandemic!  For St. Peter writes so beautifully in his letter 
that was today’s Second Reading for this Sixth Sunday of 
Easter, “…Always be ready to give an explanation to 
anyone who asks you for a reason for your hope, but do it 
with gentleness and reverence, keeping your conscience 
clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who defame 
your good conduct in Christ may themselves be put to 
shame. For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that be 
the will of God, than for doing evil.” 
           So, in the spirit of St. Peter, though I still see what 
appears to be a hopeless time, it is also still a time of great 
HOPE and also of GREAT GRATITUDE. Yes, it is true that 
many people are sick and many have even died. But as I 
write this article, only two souls have died in our county of 
Nicollet and no one has died to date, in the county of Blue 
Earth. Living in this part of Minnesota seems to be, as of 
right now, a pretty safe and secure place to live. 
            In terms of economics, yes, our small businesses 
have been hit hard even in our area of southern Minnesota 
and the Mankato area. No doubt as a local church, we have 
seen a noticeable decrease in revenue and have had to 
curtail some of our scheduled projects due to an uncertain 
economic future. But as I have repeatedly said to you 
through these bulletins and the bulk letter that you will be 
receiving in the coming days; I continue to marvel at the 
conscientiousness of a congregation that still takes the time 
to stop at the office to give a contribution envelope or send 
it through the mail. I guess my pastoral HOPE was not 
where it should have been, as I suspected that our offerings 
would be largely turned off and become little more than a 
trickle. What a tremendous act of faith and belief  many of 
you have in our own local church of Holy Rosary. These 
days, on the rare occasion I am running to a store for some 
item or some groceries; I am amazed at how many people 
are shopping and how brisk business is within these 
buildings. (*At the same time I am also bothered at how 
few are wearing masks and how some still do not 
understand what “social distancing” means!) 
             Finally, while there is never a “perfect” time for a 
pandemic, if there has to be a pandemic, then perhaps the 
year 2020 would be the best year to do it up to this point 
in history. For think back even ten years ago. We would 
have had a telephone and a computer, but there was no 
Flocknotes, no Zoom, no bulletins online. There would not 
have been the capability of a parish such as ours to record 
the Mass and have people with relative ease download 

         “Always be ready to give an explanation to anyone 
who asks you for a reason for your hope…” 
                       -Second Reading from the First Letter of St. Peter 
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Stewardship of Gratitude 
       You may or may not have noticed that we have done 

a lot of structural work in and around the church. Over 

the next few weeks we will continue to be doing the 

finishing touches through landscaping, etc. Last week 

the parish paid out an additional $75,000.00 from 

reserve to cover the cost of the work. In the past weeks 

(understandably) we have received little or no income 

from the faithful for this project. Could you see it in your 

heart to give $5.00, $10.00 or more to defray some of 

our expenses? All of us make use of good steps and 

sidewalks (free of tripping hazards) when we come to 

worship. Thank you for all that you have done as well as 

all that you continue to do. As always, thank you for 

your gifts! 

“Stewardship of Gratitude” continued... 

“The Quill and the Cloth” continued... 

Our Gifts to God & Holy Rosary 

Adult Contributions $7,610.00 
Electronic Giving $3,452.94 
Junior Collection $27.00 
Fuel Income  $50.00 
Rice Bowl $40.00 
 
Weekly Offering Total $11,179.94 
Weekly offering goal is set at $10,300.00 
 

Bridging the Gap $0.00 
Additional Weekly Income $0.00 
Grand Total $11,179.94 
Total weekly stewardship goal is set at $13,200.00 

 

Thanks for your gifts of gratitude to God!!! 

Stewardship of Gratitude 

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 
  

 “Unhappiness can be like a virus 
spreading from one person, to the next 
person, to the next one and so on. When 
someone is mean or rude to you, do not let 
their unhappiness infect your own life. If you 
are the unhappy one, please quarantine 

yourself so you do not infect others!”  
         - Jennifer O’Neill 

Parish Office Hours 

Reduced 
  

 We are reducing the parish 
office hours at Holy Rosary to just 4 days a week. So, 
the office will be closed throughout the weekend and 
including Monday, giving our staff a three-day-weekend 
and keeping the building vacant. You are welcome to 
leave a message on our voicemail throughout the 
weekend and including Mondays until further notice. 

the Mass on their phones or computers from seniors in 
high school to senior citizens in the ease of their homes. 
No, if the truth is to be told, if this pandemic had occurred 
as recently as 10 years ago, we would have experienced 
much more isolation and insecurity than today. I would 
also dare to say that it would have been a time where we 
would have had the opportunity to be far less hope-filled. 
        So, in the spirit of the Easter Season and the spirit of 
St. Peter, be people of HOPE!  Yes, we have lots of troubles 
and problems, but it is still a beautiful world. Just outside 
my kitchen window I have some metal flower planters. One 
of the Knights of Columbus was kind enough at Christmas-
time to take some of the tops of their unsold Christmas 
trees and make an arrangement in those metal planters for 
my holiday enjoyment. It was something to look at besides 
a brick wall and a stone fence while working in the kitchen 
and looking out the window.  
         I was thinking a week or so ago that it was time to 
take down the browning branches and the lights that are in 
those branches. But then I noticed in the death of those 
branches, the delight of hope and new life. A pair of house 
finches were building a nest in those Christmas boughs. 
(*The female is a hard worker, but her husband who is a 
pretty red headed and breasted bird, largely stands around, 
chirps and supervises.)  The other day I peaked in the 
branches and they have set up house with a tiny nest and 
three little eggs.  It is a nice reminder that Mother Nature 
has the ability to PROCLAIM HOPE too, just like Holy 
Mother Church, even in these days of a HORRIFIC 
PANDEMIC. Be HOPEFUL! Have a HOPE-FILLED week!  
         
 
        
 
       Rev. Paul van de Crommert 
         Pastor 
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Weekend 
Ministry Schedules  

 
 Because of the limited nature of our 

upcoming Masses, we will not need lectors, altar servers, 

and song leaders. We will contact the ushers and 

Eucharistic ministers directly as we navigate these 

uncharted waters of what our liturgies are going to look 

like in the coming months. Stay posted!  

May Mailing 

       In the next week or two, our parish 

staff will send out a major mailing to 

every registered member of Holy 

Rosary parish. The letter will address the potential of re-

opening our parish around June 1st, and to offer once 

again public Masses, with numerous restrictions set by 

the state as well as our local bishops of Minnesota. 

PLEASE TAKE A FEW MOMENTS TO READ THIS LETTER 

THOROUGHLY. How we celebrate the Eucharist will 

change dramatically and you will need to comply with 

these directives in order to attend Mass. Please 

understand that virtually all of the directives are coming 

directly from the Diocese or the State of Minnesota. As a 

parish family we wish to be in full compliance so that our 

parish does not become a “hot spot” where the virus can 

spread, grow and infect others on a large scale. 

The Week Ahead 

Monday, May 18: [Saint John I, Pope and Martyr]  
 Private Mass - Gerald Erkel† 

Tuesday, May 19: Easter Weekday 
 Private Mass - Fuller Family 

Wednesday, May 20: [Saint Bernardine of Siena, Priest]  
 Private Mass - Eugene Nordby† 

Thursday, May 21: [Saint Christopher Magallanes, Priest, and 

Companions, Martyrs]  
 Private Mass - Dorothy Drummer 

Friday, May 22: [Saint Rita of Cascia, Religious]   
 Private Mass - John Klaueus† 

Saturday, May 23: Easter Weekday 

 Private Mass - Leonard Mettler† 

Sunday, May 24: THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD 
 Private Mass - People of Holy Rosary Parish 

Sacrament of the Sick 

         This past Saturday I gave out 

again the Sacrament of the sick to 

a soul that will be undergoing 

surgery. I will make myself 

available at this time for individual 

anointing and also confessions by 

APPOINTMENT ONLY. I do ask that you give a number 

where you can easily be reached, preferably your cell 

phone if you own one. I have asked to be excused from 

going to the hospital or assisted living centers at this time 

for personal health reasons. Thank you! 

A Prayer for a Spiritual Communion 

 Lord Jesus, come into my heart right now. I believe 
that You are present in the most Holy Sacrament at the 
altar. I love You above everything on this earth; even more 
than myself. I desire in my heart to receive You right now 
into my soul. Even though I cannot receive You 
sacramentally at this time, I ask of You in prayer to come 
spiritually now into my heart. Lord, 
You know that I love You as if You 
were here with me and I join my 
heart to Yours. Even though we 
are separated through Your divine 
body, and my human body, may I 
never be separated from You 
within my soul. We ask this in 
Jesus’ name. Amen.  
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If We Cannot Go to Mass,  

Can We Go to Mary? 

      As I have been working in the house catching up 
on so much administrative shuffling as well as actual 
structural repairs that have been on the back burner for 
months and years because of the business of parish life; I 
did manage as I always do yearly, to dedicate a little 
prominent corner of the house to the Blessed Mother. 

      There was a time when every Catholic home took their 
most prized statue of the Blessed Mother and in the 
month of May built either a little shrine to her or even 
sometimes a little May altar to remind them daily of the 
many sacrifices of The Queen of Heaven as well as to 
remind us to give her the honor and devotion that she 
deserves daily through the recitation of the Most Holy 
Rosary ….the very name (by the way) of our parish church 
and family. 

       I am including in this article the little shrine I erected 
along with a few lights I had laying around and from some 
garage sale finds from some years back. Creativity is key.  

 How about some of our young people making a 
shrine to Mary in their home with whatever you have 
laying around and sending 
us a photo via technology. 
(Call Cindy if you have 
questions.)  We would like 
to post them in our Faith 
Formation column during 
the midst of May. Make 
sure to include your name 
and pray to be inspired. We 
will be offering a prize for 
our top three finishers. 
Have FUN! Have FAITH!  
Happy month of May! 

 
This Week’s Sanctuary Light Intention:  

Cheryl Haefner 

The Governor Says 
We May Reopen on 

June 1st? 
 If everything goes as 
planned, as of Monday, May 
18th, more of the State of 
Minnesota will be lifting the 
quarantine and people will be 

getting back to some kind of “new normal.” I believe the 
Governor has gotten it right by his comments and those 
of his staff, stating that the 18th of May is not going to 
be a light switch, but more like a dimmer switch or a dial 
that will be slowly turned up.  
 May 18th is the day for reopening some of the state, 
but churches will not allowed to  open until at least June 
1st. When we do reopen, there will be many guidelines 
to be followed. We know that at least every other pew 
will be closed off. We also know that people over the 
age of 65 can come at their own risk. There can be no 
missalettes used or papers handed out at this time. 
(There are a good number of other rules besides these 
that we must follow.)   
 When we can resume public Masses, I am 
ENCOURAGING, but NOT REQUIRING people between 
the ages of 7 to age 64 to attend Mass. (*Remember, 
you are not even under obligation to attend Mass ever if 
you are under the age of 7. The obligation to attend 
Mass is still not in effect in those Dioceses that have 
again started to offer public Masses across the country.) 
Because of social distancing, there is a limit to how 
many people will be able to attend. You will also be 
encouraged to attend the daily Masses that will be held 
at 6:00 P.M. We have never done this before, so we will 
access things as we go along.  
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Prayers and support for all of our sick and injured 
of Holy Rosary Parish 

Our prayers go out to all of the sick and injured in our 
parish who are at home, in the hospital, nursing homes or 
assisted-living residences. May God bless them and keep 
them under His guidance and protection!   

For Our Families 
Monday Matthew & Jill McGraw   
Tuesday Dennis & Janelle Eggersdorfer 
Wednesday Keith & Charlotte Freundl 
Thursday Curt & Donna Stanke 
Friday Maxine Davis 
Saturday Ryan & Helena Mattison 
Sunday Anthony & Edith Kimathi 

Home Visitation: If you wish to have yourself or a loved 
one receive the sacraments, Holy Communion or a personal 
pastoral visit, please call our coordinator, Lorraine Klaseus 
at 507-388-4932 

Lord, Hear Our Prayers 

For Those Who Are Ill & Special Needs 
 Arnie & Eileen Wadekamper, Mary Kelly, Molly 
Viehweg,  Mary McVicker, Steve Drummer, Ruth Fitterer, 
Steve Fitterer,  Dan Telshaw, Charles Wesely, Craig Van 
Loy, Delores Haubrich, Dave Neubert, Joe Galli,  Betty 
Goettlicher, Agnes Morgan,  Tim Brown, Anne Doyle, Mary 
Coleman, Taylor Grill,  Mary Forsyth, Dave Grams, Kathy 
Fredrickson, Will Shumacher 

For Those in the Military 
Nick Blace Matt McGraw William Backes 
Jared Hiniker Christopher Schmidt  Ben Barsness 
Dana Schiller Anna Drummer Timothy Eick  
Mark Hansen  

This Week’s Readings 
Mon: Acts 16:11-15/Jn 15:26—16:4a (291)  

Tues: Acts 16:22-34/Jn 16:5-11 (292)  

Weds: Acts 17:15, 22—18:1/Jn 16:12-15 (293)  
Thurs: Acts 18:1-8/Jn 16:16-20 (294)  
Fri:  Acts 18:9-18/Jn 16:20-23 (295)  
Sat:  Acts 18:23-28/Jn 16:23b-28 (296)  
Sun: Acts 1:1-11/Eph 1:17-23/Mt 28:16-20 (58) Pss Prop 

Prayer Chain 

 If you have a short term prayer request or 
prayer of thanksgiving for our prayer chain to 
pray for, please call Teresa Kolstad at 327-9810.   

 Loyola Catholic School is closed amid the COVID-19 
concern until further notice. Throughout the coming 
weeks, Loyola Theology teacher Alex Nuy will be 
continuing his Friday prayer service online. You can find it 
on Fridays on Loyola’s Facebook page, or on Alex’s 
YouTube channel. We welcome you to join us! 
 
LUCKY 20 RAFFLE - UPDATE 
New drawing date: June 30, 2020.  As we continue to 
navigate these uncertain times, please consider asking 
those you are connecting with to support Loyola. Loyola 
depends on the income from this fundraiser, more now 
than ever Only 1,000 tickets will be sold. Need not be 
present to win. Tickets $100 each, can be purchased by 
asking your favorite Loyola student or by calling 507-382-
8089.You may mail your stubs/checks to: Loyola Catholic 
School 145 Good Counsel Drive, Mankato, MN 56001  
 

Your parish support makes all we do, 

learn, and celebrate at Loyola possible.   

 

Leading through Faith, Academic Excellence, and Service. 

Virtual Baby Bottle Campaign 
 The Social Concerns Committee is offering a Virtual 
Mother’s Day Baby Bottle Campaign.  Baby bottle 
donations will support Options for Women | Mankato, 
the local pregnancy resource center.  Options Mankato is 
a grassroots, 501 (c) 3 non-profit organization dedicated 
to empowering individuals to make life-affirming 
decisions regarding pregnancy, relationships and health.  
As a non-profit organization, Options Mankato does not 
charge for any services offered, therefore the 
organization has no financial investment in the decisions 
the clients make.  The staff and volunteers at Options 
Mankato are prepared to journey alongside women 
through their own unique situation. 
 If you are able to help support this mission 
financially, please scan the QR Code below (or go to 
supportoptionsmankato.com) to give securely.  Your tax-
deductible gift will assist in offering valuable services to 
women in our community who are facing an unplanned 
pregnancy or difficult parenting situation. Thank you for 
your support! 
 

Scan this QR code to 

donate today! 



SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER                                                                                                   MAY 17, 2020 

 

 

HolyRosaryNorthMankato.com   |   LoyolaCatholicSchool.org     Page 7 

Stepping Up in Faith 
Collected this week:                   $0.00 
Received to date:           $109,442.22 
Goal:              $175,000.00 
 
            This past week I again met with the project 
manager and the end of this major project is beginning to 
come into focus. You may or may not have noticed that 
the railings have been introduced for the main entrance. 
They are hand-made and are nothing short of works of 
art. They were brought in to make sure that they would 
fit and would work. (They are presently silver, and will be 
powder coated jet black.) Unfortunately, as luck would 
have it, we discovered that the railings were perfectly 
built, but the side retaining wall of the planters was not. 
In fact, when the railings were temporarily put in place, it 
was noticed that the south retaining wall is one level of 
bricks higher than the right side. (*Remember I wrote a 
few weeks ago that they were building the church sign 
several cement block layers higher, and this was caught in 
time and the additional block was taken back down. Guys, 
you need to follow the blue-prints.)  Needless to say, this 
is a big expense on the part of the contractors (not on us) 
as we are under contract and it is THEIR MISTAKE. So, if 
you see some “deconstruction,” don’t panic. They are not 
taking the bricks back because we have not paid the bill. 

         Actually, we still owe a third payment that will come 
to around $75,000.00. We just paid out $75,000.00. I am 
not sure exactly when the final payment is due, but rest 
assured that this pastor will not pay it until every blade of 
grass is growing in the right direction. Trust me on this 
one! 

         All in all, it is looking very nice, but in construction 
which I have done millions of dollars of for past churches, 
it is sometimes two steps forward and then three steps 
back. But in the end, it always gets done.  

         We still welcome any contributions you might wish 
to make to this project. Please note that when you give 
you are still giving double. If we have any remaining 

monies left over, they will go towards more interior 
repairs and cleaning, most especially the floor under the 
pews as well as the pews themselves. We had been 
anticipating doing all of this interior work this summer 
along with cleaning all of the stone work, but we have put 
this all on hold, at least for a year and then will discuss it 
further in the future with the Finance Council. 

          As always, thank you for your continued support of 

this project! 


