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         It is during this time of the 
liturgical year that those who 
are loyal to the sacred liturgy 
might be experiencing “Feast 
Fatigue.” For these past six 
weeks we have been celebrating 
liturgically with great intensity, 
the great feast of Easter where 
God the Father, raised His only 
begotten Son back to life. Two 
weeks ago, we celebrated the 

ascent of the Son back to the celestial heavens on the 
Feast of the Ascension; while last week we celebrated the 
descent of the Spirit upon the apostles on the Feast of 
Pentecost. Now, this week we celebrate all together 
Father, Son and Spirit in the Feast of the Most Holy 
Trinity. Finally, next week, we will be celebrating the 
Feast of Corpus Christi, or the Body and Blood of Jesus 
Christ. Whew! And then of course the entire month of 
June is dedicated to the Sacred Heart of Jesus! One might 
think that with all of these major feasts we might have a 
faith hangover from all of this holiness, but at least some 
of us might be experiencing some “Feast Fatigue”!  
Whew!!! 

            But of all of the Feasts that we celebrate at this time 
of year, the one (by far) that is the most theologically 
challenging to explain and to celebrate “eucharistically”, (Is 
that even a word?) is the Feast of the Holy Trinity. From 
the time of St. Patrick, who tried to explain the mystery of 
3 Divine Persons while still being one God through 
something as simple as a three-leaf clover, to this present 
pastor trying to explain the mystery of the Most Holy 
Trinity through this weekly column or coming to the pulpit 
on Sunday; it is a daunting divine task at best. The difficulty 
of understanding the Holy Trinity as three Divine Persons 
of Creator, Redeemer and Sanctifier, yet still one God, is a 
problem that goes back thousands of years. 

           If you page through the Old Testament, you discover 
that not only parish priests or pastors struggle with 

(continued  on next page) 

understanding the complexity of God, but equally  some of 
the greatest prophets of the Bible from Isaiah, to Job, to 
even the apostle Paul, had their own personal spiritual 
difficulty to explain (with all due respect) this “spiritually-
split personality” of the Almighty. For the prophet Isaiah 
writes with faith frustration: 40:13 “…Who has directed the 
spirit of the Lord or instructed Him as His counsellor?”   
The prophet Job writes in his book on the Old Testament, 
11:7; “…Can you find out the depths of God or find out the 
perfection of the Almighty? It is higher than the heavens; 
what can you do? It is deeper than Sheol; what can you 
know?” 

            Even St. Paul in the New Testament shares his “faith 
frustration” with understanding the complexity of God 
when he writes to the Romans 11:34; “…For who has 
known the mind of the Lord or who has been his 
counselor? Or who has given him anything that he may be 
repaid?” But St. Paul’s frustration to the Romans turns to 
a fantastic definition of the Most Holy Trinity, that I feel 
should be the Second Reading for this great feast of the 
Most Holy Trinity. For just two lines later, St. Paul writes 
this Holy Spirit inspired line: “…FOR FROM HIM AND 
THROUGH HIM AND FOR HIM ARE ALL THINGS. TO HIM BE 
GLORY FOREVER.”  

            Today’s readings play out this definition of St. Paul to 
the Romans when it comes to the mystery of the Most Holy 
Trinity as they center around FROM the Father, THROUGH 
CHRIST, FOR THE SPIRIT AND REALLY FOR ALL OF US?  Are 
you thoroughly confused? Hang in there one more minute. 

            In the First Reading from the Book of Exodus, the 
Ten Commandments are given FROM THE FATHER to the 
Father of the faithful of Israel, namely Moses to give to the 
people. In the Gospel from St. John, it is THROUGH THE 
SON, JESUS CHRIST that HE CAME NOT TO CONDEMN US 
FOR NOT FOLLOWING THE COMMANDMENTS FROM THE 
FATHER, BUT RATHER TO GIVE US HIS GRACE THROUGH 
COMPASSION. Finally, it is in the Second Reading from St. 
Paul to the Corinthians that the apostle filled with the Holy 
Spirit, instructs the people that FOR THE SPIRIT to be 
present, involves a COMMITMENT to be loving and 
peaceful in COMMUNITY.  

           So just as the Holy Trinity is three words, namely 
Father, Son and Spirit; so too the Good News of the THREE 
readings today could be reduced to THREE Good News 
words of COMMANDMENTS, not CONDEMNING (or 
COMPASSION), and COMMUNITY.  The truly bottom line 
of this feast of the Holy Trinity is this:  IF WE EMBRACE 
THE TRINITARIAN REALITY OF BEING UNITED TO GOD 

       “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of 
God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with all of 
you.” 
                            -2nd Reading of St. Paul to the Corinthians 
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Stewardship of Gratitude 
       If my memory serves me well, it has been 12 weeks 
since we celebrated our last public Mass on Monday, 
March 16th. This is a long time not to be able to 
celebrate public Masses. So, this weekend we begin with 
our first public Mass permitted by our governor and our 
good bishop on this Feast of the Most Holy Trinity. As I 
write this on Wednesday, I have spoken to several 
pastors who began celebrating public Masses last 
weekend. Their attendance was very modest at best. But 
as our state officials have repeatedly said, from business 
to belief, it will not be like a light switch, but rather more 
like a dimmer switch; so we will see how it will all go in 
the coming weeks. 
       Just as we are turning up the lights and opening 
doors, most churches (and Holy Rosary is no exception) 
have seen a dramatic downturn in donations and weekly 
stewardship. This week it was reported to me that our 
income over the last three months, when compared to 
the first three months of the fiscal year has decreased by 
more than $20,000.00 in one quarter alone. Ouch! 
Pastorally, I have done pretty much everything possible 
these past twelve weeks in terms of ministry, from  
maintaining a pastoral presence as well as our present 
staff, putting out a weekly bulletin, putting our services 
online each week and throughout Holy Week, while still 
putting in much time in my preaching, putting out a 
second major mailing, (which you should have received 
this week) and I along with Jim, our administrator, 
putting order to many administrative and physical 
projects in the parish that needed attention. 
        Our office administrator Cindy spends a good deal 
of time each week sewing together a bulletin that 
certainly is eye-catching and you hate to almost cast in 
the round file. She has dutifully sent out at the close of 

“Stewardship of Gratitude” continued... 

“The Quill and the Cloth” continued... 

Our Gifts to God & Holy Rosary 

Adult Contributions $5,340.50 
Electronic Giving $3,312.14 
 
Weekly Offering Total $8,652.64 
Weekly offering goal is set at $10,300.00 
 

Bridging the Gap $0.00 
Additional Weekly Income $9,701.40 
Grand Total $18,354.04 
Total weekly stewardship goal is set at $13,200.00 

 

Thanks for your gifts of gratitude to God!!! 

Stewardship of Gratitude 

THROUGH THE COMMANDMENTS, THIS WILL RESULT IN A 
COMMUNITY OF COMPASSION FILLED WITH PEACE AND 
LOVE, AND WE WILL NOT BE CONDEMNED AT THE FINAL 
JUDGEMENT BUT INSTEAD SHARE WITH CHRIST IN 
EVERLASTING LIFE. Amen! 

   

 
        
 
       Rev. Paul van de Crommert 
         Pastor 

each week nearly 100 bulletins through the U.S. mail to 
anyone who requested them. I have roughly figured out 
that we cannot get that letter to you each week for 
anything under $2.00 a week. So, just mailing you a 
bulletin (as an example), these past twelve weeks has 
been at a cost of about $24.00 per household.  While we 
have had parishioners who have been incredibly generous 
these past weeks when there has been no public Masses, 
the majority of our members have not contributed 
anything. When I was young, my mother made us give 
something each week in the collection, no matter how 
little it was at the time. She did not allow us to give a 
penny but either a nickel or a dime. Even as a student, 
when every dime counted, I always gave at every Mass 
where the basket was passed. Stewardship is not an 
option but an obligation, and an oblation, or faith 
response, to God. It is not always how much you give but 
rather that you give. As always, thank you for your gifts of 
stewardship!  

 
This Week’s Sanctuary Light Intention:  

Daryl Wieneke 
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(continued on next page) 

Stepping Up in Faith 
Collected this week:           $9,000.00 
Received to date:           $118,442.22 
Goal:              $175,000.00 
 
What Has Been Completed this Week? 

       This week the workmen certainly STEPPED UP in faith 
when it came to completing this arduous and awfully long 
project that you might recall began at the start of 
November of 2019. Now we are in June of 2020, and some 
7 months have passed, and we are finally seeing things 
taking shape. As I write these words on Wednesday 
afternoon, we have seen the railings installed, which look 
really nice. We also have seen the electronic sign in and 
working quite well. What a wonderful addition! We also 
are seeing the installation and completion of the sprinkler 
system that was first talked about three years ago and 
work started more than a year or so ago. (Maybe we will 
have a lawn free of weeds and dead patches?) 

         As I write this, I have been promised by the project 
manager that we will have the lighting installed at the 
main entrance before the close of the week. We are also 
anticipating that in the coming days the remaining 
landscaping will be executed, grass will be sown on the 
boulevards and new sod will be laid at the entrance of the 
church. The cement of the front steps did not cure as the 
contractor had hoped and will be cleaned and I believe 
stained or bleached in some sort of way to give it an even 
consistency. Someone stopped the other day at the parish 
and commented at how neat everything looks. It has been 
a big undertaking in planning and execution, but it will 
bring great curb appeal for many decades to come. If it 
lasts as long as the previous work, we will be good until 
the 2090! I suspect that by then, anyone reading this will 
not be too deeply concerned. 

What Has Been Cancelled? 

        As the parish revenue is becoming tighter during this 
time of pandemic, this pastor has taken it upon himself to 

put a hold on a number of the areas that the council had 
supported in completing at this time. If you recall, our 
plans this summer was to take on the task of removing the 
church pews as well as repairing, restoring, and removing 
a small number of the pews permanently so that there 
would be a bit more leg room when you come to Mass. 
We had also intended to encapsulate the 70 year-old 
asbestos floor before re-installing the pews. We also had 
intended to clean all of the interior stone work that has 
been soiled by smoke, hands and simply by resolved 
interior leaking. We also had intended to update the 
sacristy, but this too has been put all on hold. I am hoping 
that this work could resume in the summer of 2021. Time 
will tell as to what can be done both in terms of what will 
become of this present sickness and future stewardship. 

         Equally, our plan was to install new main doors on 
the church as there have been multiple issues with these 
relatively new doors that were installed about a decade 
ago. And while the new doors are not a major financial 
commitment, we have decided to hold off for a while 
because of the coronavirus, to save some costs and to find 
a company that we are comfortable with that could do the 
construction. In the future our hope is to have doors that 
will be strikingly similar that were installed initially in 
1950. 

What Are We Committed to Doing? 

          In consultation with the parish trustees and the 
Finance Council members, it is the consensus to update 
and relocate our present chiller system of our church air-
conditioning that is more than two decades old. (Exactly, 
the unit is 21 years old.) In this time that we are doing the 
many repairs and updates on the exterior property of the 
church, it seemed logical to address the air conditioning 
system at this time. While all of the interior work of the air
-conditioning will remain the same, there is an advantage 
to update the present chiller system. The new system will 
be a fraction of the size, more efficient (this morning I met 
with the air-conditioning specialist who predicts our 
energy costs will drop by 50%), and the present noise 
pollution will decrease by about a third or more. As I 
stated previously, the unit will be relocated in a discreet 
corner by the southeast door in the church alley. We 
received a ballpark-bid and are finalizing the exact cost for 
this final infrastructure project at this time. I will inform 
the counsel and the congregation when those exact 
figures become available to me.  
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“Stepping Up in Faith” continued... 

Faith Formation For the Fall? 
       As I have been speaking both with various pastors 
and educators, there is presently a great fluidity when it 
comes to Faith Formation for the fall term of 2020, much 
less public and private education. The responses I have 
received have ranged from no return to the classroom to 
a full return to normalcy this fall. There are numerous 
colleges and universities that have already decided to go 
on-line for the fall term. Creighton University in the 
Midwest has decided to begin the fall term traditionally 
with in-classroom classes, but with a twist. They are 
anticipating the semester to begin in the late summer 
and conclude by the time of Thanksgiving. There are 
many in education that are expecting a second wave of 
the virus in the late fall and early winter. 
        There are some who are claiming that a vaccine may 
be available as early as the late fall. Many are predicting 
that the vaccine will not be available until well into 2021, 
with the danger or possibility that the virus could mutate 
to the point that the vaccine that was created would be 
ineffective. 
         Pastorally, I am planning to have Faith Formation 
classes in the fall. I am hoping to meet by early July with 
our Education Committee members to bring forth a 
modified proposal for the fall term that would both 
respect social distancing but that would not follow the 
traditional model we have had in past years of individual 
grades in individual classrooms. Perhaps the second 
semester we could return fully to our traditional style of 
learning. 
         The other day, I spoke with an educator from the 
college in St. Peter. There will be many regulations in 
place this fall for the classroom in order to maintain 
social distancing - from masks in any major classroom to 
developing a classroom setting where there can be a six-
feet separation for students. This will certainly eliminate 
over-crowded classrooms. At this time, we are in a “wait 
and see” approach. Equally, at this time no final 
preparations or a particular day has yet been set aside 
for either First Holy Communion or the Sacrament of 
Confirmation. (*Please understand that we will be having 
some Faith Formation time for the students before these 
sacraments will be conferred.)  In the meantime, stay 
well!                                                   

          - Father 

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 

Construction Conclusion: 

          Even though the pandemic has been problematic 
both for businesses as well as personally for our parishes, 
it has been the perfect time to complete all of the parish 
work. First Lady, Jackie Kennedy once said that “Great 
buildings add dignity to people’s lives.”  I think this 
certainly could be the case when you will walk up the new 
steps and hang on to the new railings of our main 
entrance. Please know that your support is still most 
welcome to cover our remaining expenses. Every dollar 
you give is a great help. As always, thank you for your gifts!  

A Simple Prayer 
 

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace. 
Where there is hatred, let me bring love. 
Where there is offence, let me bring pardon. 
Where there is discord, let me bring union. 
Where there is error, let me bring truth. 
Where there is doubt, let me bring faith. 
Where there is despair, let me bring hope. 
Where there is darkness, let me bring your light. 
Where there is sadness, let me bring joy. 
O Master, let me not seek as much 
to be consoled as to console, 
to be understood as to understand, 
to be loved as to love, 
for it is in giving that one receives, 
it is in self-forgetting that one finds, 
it is in pardoning that one is pardoned, 
it is in dying that one is raised to eternal life. 

       

        - St. Francis of Assisi 
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Mass and Ministry Making 
a Comeback! 

       As you can see by the events of the 
week, we are making a return to the 
public Masses and the sacraments. In 
the near future we will return to the 
5:00 P.M. Saturday night Mass along 
with the 10:00 A.M. Sunday Mass that 

has already begun. You will notice that we are also 
returning to some daily Masses at two different times in 
the early evening. Having an evening daily Mass versus a 
morning Mass is being recommended by the bishops to 
encourage people who are working, or families to attend 
who may or may not wish to attend on the weekends. 
Normally, our morning Masses are attended by our senior 
parishioners who are still being encouraged to remain at 
home or to avoid larger crowds.  
        Regardless if you come to Mass on the weekday or 
the weekends, a mask is required. There also will be no 
music at the public Masses. WE WILL CONTINUE TO 
RECORD THE VIRTUAL MASS AT 3:00 P.M. ON SATURDAY 
AT CHURCH UNTIL A VACCINE IS FOUND. (*We welcome 
financial support for this virtual Mass as it costs more 
than $150.00 to produce each liturgy.) WE ARE 
RESERVING THIS MASS FOR ABOUT A DOZEN PEOPLE. WE 
ARE ENCOURAGING THOSE OVER THE AGE OF 65 TO 
REGISTER AND ATTEND THIS RECORDED MASS. PLEASE 
CALL THE PARISH OFFICE. IF THE COMING SATURDAY IS 
ALREADY BOOKED, WE WILL BOOK YOU FOR THE WEEK 
AHEAD. IT WILL BE BASED ON A FIRST COME, FIRST 
SERVED BASIS ONLY. There will be a basket in the main 
aisle for the recorded Mass and the weekday Masses if 
you wish to give an offering. A collection with handled 
baskets will be taken up at the Sunday morning liturgy.  
See you at Mass? 

Publishing and Protesting! 
        If you are like me, you have been 
shocked by the brutality that once again 
was extended to the black community 
and most especially to George Floyd†, who lost his life as 
a relatively young man at the hands of a Minneapolis 
police officer. Of course, this grave injustice and many 
others like it, to the black community has resulted in 
protests across our state as well as our nation. And while 
we might be quick to say in the name of self-preservation 
that “I am glad that I live in the Mankato area,” we are 
not immune from the effects of these protests, which in 
some instances have resulted in riots and looting. 
         If you are receiving this bulletin later than usual, it us 
because our publisher has informed us that the protests 
have resulted in our publishers experiencing delays in 
shipping through some cities. May we pray for peace in 
our country and particularly for an improvement in race 
relationships that has been a national struggle since this 
nation first existed. 

The Holy Mass Has Been a Hit! 
       Since we began putting out Masses 
online, the response has been pretty 
remarkable. At this time, there has been 

more than 5,100 views of our recorded Masses. This is an 
amazing number as this is our parish first attempt at the 
use of this new technology. 
 We will continue to record and post a weekly Mass 

online  for the foreseeable  future. We hope watching a 

Mass from a familiar church and a familiar pastor can bring 

some comfort and joy to those who have had to remain at 

home during these uncertain times.   

The Week Ahead 
Monday, June 8: Weekday  

 Daily Mass - 5:30 pm -  Robert Hoffman† 

Tuesday, June 9: [Saint Ephrem, Deacon and Doctor of the 

Church]  

 No Daily Mass 

Wednesday, June 10: Weekday 

 Daily Mass - 6:00 pm - Tom Rykhus† 

Thursday, June 11: Saint Barnabas, Apostle  

 No Daily Mass  

Friday, June 12: Weekday 

 Daily Mass - 6:00 pm - Jerry Nelson† 

Saturday, June 13: Saint Anthony of Padua, Priest 
and Doctor of the Church  

 3:00 pm - Recorded Mass - People of Holy Rosary 
 Parish (Reservations are REQUIRED for this Mass. 
 Please call the parish office if you would like to attend - 
 we would like to make this Mass for those over 65 or 
 who have health issues.) 

Sunday, June 14: The Most Holy Body and Blood of 
Christ  

 10:00 am –  Public Mass - William van de Crommert† 

 

(* Individual appointments can be made for confession or 
anointing of the sick. Please contact the parish office. ) 
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Prayers and support for all of our sick and injured 
of Holy Rosary Parish 

Our prayers go out to all of the sick and injured in our 
parish who are at home, in the hospital, nursing homes or 
assisted-living residences. May God bless them and keep 
them under His guidance and protection!   

For Our Families 
Monday Bradley & Shelia Ludewig   
Tuesday Stacey Huiras 
Wednesday Jeff & Roxi Lang 
Thursday Liam & Karen Rooney 
Friday Beverly Linnes 
Saturday Cary & Linda Rentschler 
Sunday Dorothy Munsen 

Home Visitation: If you wish to have yourself or a loved 
one receive the sacraments, Holy Communion or a personal 
pastoral visit, please call our coordinator, Lorraine Klaseus 
at 507-388-4932 

Lord, Hear Our Prayers 

For Those Who Are Ill & Special Needs 
 Arnie & Eileen Wadekamper, Mary Kelly, Molly 
Viehweg,  Mary McVicker, Steve Drummer, Ruth Fitterer, 
Steve Fitterer,  Dan Telshaw, Charles Wesely, Craig Van 
Loy, Delores Haubrich, Dave Neubert, Joe Galli,  Betty 
Goettlicher, Agnes Morgan,  Tim Brown, Anne Doyle, Mary 
Coleman, Taylor Grill,  Mary Forsyth, Dave Grams, Kathy 
Fredrickson, Will Shumacher 

For Those in the Military 
Nick Blace Matt McGraw William Backes 
Jared Hiniker Christopher Schmidt  Ben Barsness 
Dana Schiller Anna Drummer Timothy Eick  
Mark Hansen  

This Week’s Readings 
Mon: 1 Kgs 17:1-6/Mt 5:1-12 (359) Pss II      
Tues: 1 Kgs 17:7-16/Mt 5:13-16 (360)   
Weds: 1 Kgs 18:20-39/Mt 5:17-19 (361)   
Thurs: Acts 11:21b-26; 13:1-3 (580)/Mt 5:20-26 (362)   
Fri:  1 Kgs 19:9a, 11-16/Mt 5:27-32 (363)   
Sat:  1 Kgs 19:19-21/Mt 5:33-37 (364)   
Sun: Dt 8:2-3, 14b-16a/1 Cor 10:16-17/Jn 6:51-58 (167) Pss 
  Prop 

Prayer Chain 

 If you have a short term prayer request or 
prayer of thanksgiving for our prayer chain to 
pray for, please call Teresa Kolstad at 327-9810.   

 Loyola Catholic School is closed amid the COVID-19 
concern until further notice. Throughout the coming 
weeks, Loyola Theology teacher Alex Nuy will be 
continuing his Friday prayer service online. You can find it 
on Fridays on Loyola’s Facebook page, or on Alex’s 
YouTube channel. We welcome you to join us! 
 
LUCKY 20 RAFFLE - UPDATE 
New drawing date: June 30, 2020.  As we continue to 
navigate these uncertain times, please consider asking 
those you are connecting with to support Loyola. Loyola 
depends on the income from this fundraiser, more now 
than ever Only 1,000 tickets will be sold. Need not be 
present to win. Tickets $100 each, can be purchased by 
asking your favorite Loyola student or by calling 507-382-
8089.You may mail your stubs/checks to: Loyola Catholic 
School 145 Good Counsel Drive, Mankato, MN 56001  
 

Your parish support makes all we do, 

learn, and celebrate at Loyola possible.   

 

Leading through Faith, Academic Excellence, and Service. 

Indoor or Outdoor Mass? 
  In speaking with some of our 

parishioners and even other pastor, 

there appears to be a greater 

comfortability to have a Mass outdoors rather than inside 

in an enclosed space. So, if the weather is favorable (no 

strong winds or rain) we are planning to have the 10:00 

A.M. Mass on the parish grounds. We are anticipating 

blocking off part of Grant Street for the service. Please 

follow your Flocknote, contact the parish office or check 

on-line for updates. If the Mass will be outside, you will 

encouraged to bring either a blanket or a lawn chair to sit 

on if you wish. We will have some folding chairs available 

for you as well. I believe outdoors will be a better way to 

maintain social distancing and appears to be even a lower 

chance for the virus to spread.  


