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      Happy Father’s Day! Not only is 
it good to acknowledge our earthly 
Fathers and express our gratitude 
on an annual basis, but it is equally 
as good to acknowledge our 
Heavenly Father daily in  gratitude 
for the many blessings He has 

bestowed on us every day of our earthly lives. 
      This is my third Father’s Day that my Father has 
moved onto eternity, and I pray that he is with our 
Heavenly Father. My Father, in terms of earthly 
possessions, was pretty poor. He liked a good 
comfortable chair, a pack of cigarettes and perhaps a 
good book. After he had read a book, he gave it away. He 
saw no more purpose in keeping a book than in keeping a 
Kleenex after it had been used. Some of us tend to save 
books that we have read like a trophy of an intellectual 
kind. 
       In the past two weeks, parish life has picked up. I am 
grateful that the pandemic gave me some serious blocks 
of time to catch up on so many personal things around 
the house and office, including downsizing my own book 
collection  by another 150 books. I am still not at the 
simplistic level of my Father, but I am working at it slowly 
but surely. 
        Last week as I was organizing and down-sizing my 
office, which I do on an annual basis, I decided to clean 
off my bulletin board of notes and letters that I have been 
saving from the past year. One thing that I do personally, 
is if I receive an exceptionally nice thank you note, I tend 
to put it on my office bulletin board, as it exudes a 
spiritual positivity that is not always present every day in 
the life of a parish priest. 
        As Father’s Day approached at home, we would 
always ask our Dad what he would like to have for 
Father’s Day. We learned never to suggest a tie because 
he said the person who invented ties should be arrested 
or worse. He said all that he wanted from his family, and 
especially his children, is that once in a while they might 
say “Thank you” to him. It is funny that the older I 

(continued on page 4) 

become, I am becoming more my Father’s son. Sometimes 
a thank you is the greatest gift that I can hope or wish for 
at this point in my life. 
        As I cleaned up my board, I realized that I am blessed 
in this parish of Holy Rosary in that I have received far 
more “thank you’s” and kind notes from parishioners here 
over the past 6 years than I can safely say I have received 
from all of my other assignments combined in the 
previous 25 years. Allow me to share with you parts of 
some of those “thank you” notes sent to this “Father” 
throughout the year. 

**** 
       “… Dear Father, We cannot begin to Thank You for 
your kindness during Mom’s illness and her passing. Her 
funeral was extraordinary because of all of the effort you 
put into the Mass, and this will never be forgotten. We 
truly appreciate your thoughtfulness and all that you do…” 

**** 
       “…We are so grateful to have found you and have  
officiate our wedding…We cannot wait for what our future 
will hold in our walk with Jesus…” 

**** 
      “…. Father, Happy Easter to you. We are so happy to 
watch you on T.V. We have been missing your homilies 
and your words of wisdom. It is so refreshing to see you 
and hear you. WE MISS CHURCH A LOT! Can’t wait until all 
of this has passed. You are so great along with all of the 
help you are receiving.” 

**** 
       “Father Paul, Thank you for the time you spent 
preparing us for the Sacrament of Marriage, the wisdom 
you have imparted to us, and for being there on our 
wedding day. You helped make our ceremony so special 
and one we will always cherish…” 

**** 
     “Father Paul, We both wanted to let you know that we 
sincerely appreciate all that you have done for Holy Rosary 
parish in the past. You have done so much to make our 
parish run and look so much better!!! We love how you 
have organized the finances, the bulletin, getting the 
church so clean, the grounds spruced up, and the list goes 
on and on and on with everything. Most of all thanks for 
the wonderful homilies…” 

**** 
       “Dear Father Paul van de Crommert, Thank you for 
supporting Loyola Catholic School that I go to. I 
appreciate how you teach us in your talks about the 
Gospel and Jesus. I enjoy listening to your homilies each 
week and I always learn something when I go to church.”  

 “Everyone who acknowledges me before others I will 
acknowledge before my heavenly Father.” 
                                                                               -St. Matthew 
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Stewardship of Gratitude 
 We are coming to the final weeks of the fiscal year 
of 2020. We had begun the fiscal year with good 
stewardship strength and had been able to complete 
our commitments both to Catholic education and the 
Diocese of New Ulm in record time. Then, the 
unforeseen pandemic hit us and we fell into this 
stewardship and liturgical holding pattern for some 12 
weeks. Amazingly, we are less than $8000 below budget 
which is still pretty amazing. Our expenses are also down 
in several areas although we now have done a great deal 
of exterior work in and around the church. Soon we will 
have another final payment of more than $80,000 that 
will need to be paid out for this project. We will be 
budgeting for the new chiller for our air-conditioning 
system in the new parish fiscal year of 2020/2021, which 
we know already will exceed $50,000. 
 If you have not given any stewardship as of late, or if 
you feel you are behind in your contributions, it would 
be wonderful if you could catch up as we close out the 
year. I have confidence that we may still end in the 
black, and we are determined that the exterior work 
payments will be paid in the current fiscal year or be 
billed partially into the coming year. While it has been a 
strange year in so many ways, it has been a good year of 
stewardship. As always, thank you for your gifts! 

Our Gifts to God & Holy Rosary 

Adult Contributions $6,039.00 
Electronic Giving $3,807.88 
Plate Collection $228.00 
Junior Collection $1.00 
Candle Donation $500.00 
 
Weekly Offering Total $10,575.88 
Weekly offering goal is set at $10,300.00 
 

Bridging the Gap $0.00 
Additional Weekly Income $20.00 
Grand Total $10,595.88 
Total weekly stewardship goal is set at $13,200.00 

 

Thank you for your gifts of gratitude to God! 

Stewardship of Gratitude 

 
This Week’s Sanctuary Light Intention:  

Don Haley† 

Healthy but Not Home! 
        One might be quick to conclude on 
this Father’s Day weekend that Father 
must be sick with Covid and that is why 
he is not standing at the altar 

celebrating the sacraments. But that is not true. I decided 
to take a few days’ break from parish life, as it is has been 
some time since I have been anywhere at all, much less 
left the city limits. I have been home every night for the 
past eight months, going back to October when I had 
returned from my annual week of retreat outside of the 
state. Eight months ago, we had no idea that this 
pandemic was going to be such a problem! I just realized 
the other day that it has been since mid-March, some 
three months ago, that I have even eaten a meal with 
someone else. For three months I have eaten every meal 
alone. So, I am heading out to see a few folks out-of-state 
and plan to be back, safe and sound early next week. I ask 
for your prayers that my travels will be safe. Please 
welcome Father Fogel who is filling in for the recorded 
Mass at 3:00 P.M. and the 10:00 A.M. Mass as well.  

Mass and Ministry Making 
a Comeback! 

       In the near future we will return to 
the 5:00 P.M. Saturday night Mass 
along with the 10:00 A.M. Sunday Mass 
that has already begun. You will notice 
that we are also returning to some daily 
Masses at in the early evening. Having an evening daily 
Mass versus a morning Mass is being recommended by 
the bishops to encourage working people, and families to 
attend Mass who may or may not wish to attend on the 
weekends. Regardless if you come to Mass on the 
weekday or the weekends, a mask is required (unless the 
Mass is outside). There also will be no music at the public 
Masses. We will continue to record a Mass on Saturday 
afternoon. If you would like to come to this Mass, a 
reservation is required. There will be a basket in the main 
aisle for the recorded Mass and the weekday Masses if 
you wish to give an offering. A collection with handled 
baskets will be taken up at the Sunday morning liturgy.  
See you at Mass? 
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“The Quill and the Cloth” continued... 

**** 
       “ Dear Father Paul, Thank you for everything you 
have accomplished in our parish community. We 
appreciate you, your homilies, the Quill and Cloth, our 
beautiful buildings, enlightening talks during Lent and 
Advent and much more. You have spiritually inspired us to 
do better. Thank you and you are a blessing to us. Many 
blessings to you. Most appreciated ….” 

**** 
       “Fr. Paul, Thank you for taking the time to have dinner 
with us and visiting … your write up in the bulletin was 
extremely well done and so appreciated….Again thank you 
and may God bless you.” 

**** 
       “Dear Fr. Paul, Thank you very much for the beautiful 
Christmas gift … Thank you for your presence in my life, you 
mean a lot to me.” 

**** 
       Dear Father, … thank you for everything else that you 
do for the altar servers and our church.” 

**** 
      “Fr. Paul, I wish to thank you for having the parish pray 
for my family and me in March. It warms my heart to know 
others care. Thank you for leading us during Covid-19 and 
helping bring some peace and normalcy in our lives.” 

**** 
       “Father Paul, It was a very nice article in the Prairie 
Catholic! We drove by the steps and where the sign will be. 
Very Nice! Thanks for all that you do…” 

**** 
         “Dear Father Paul, … I am grateful for your good work 
at Holy Rosary. You are in my prayers each day.” 

**** 
        “Father, Thank you for baptizing our daughter … We 
are grateful that you are our priest and we get to hear your 
powerful homilies on Sunday…” 

**** 
         “Father, Thank you for all you’re doing for us – your 
parishioners! I appreciate your online Masses, your flock 
notes and words of encouragement. This has to be a hard 
time for you and lots of work. Take care and stay healthy. 
You are in my prayers every day.” 

**** 
           There are many more “Thank You’s” but I will stop 

here.  All of these notes and many more exude a positive 

spiritual energy. One good thank you deserves another. 

Thank you for your gratitude and support not only on 

Father’s Day but throughout the entire year that I serve as 

your spiritual “Father.” Again, Happy Father’s Day to all of 

our fathers living and deceased!    

     
       
 
       Rev. Paul van de Crommert 
         Pastor 

The Big Question! 
  I have repeatedly had people call, 
write, and even ask me on the street 
these past couple of weeks if I will be 
ending the recorded Masses in the near 
future. The answer is “NOT YET!” When we reach the 
point that most people are comfortable going out to eat, 
traveling to the lake, or going to the barber shop, etc., I 
will bring those Masses to an end. But for right now, the 
recorded Masses will continue as so many of you are 
staying close to home. It costs Holy Rosary a minimum of 
$150.00 to pre-record just one of these Masses. Perhaps 
you might like to sponsor one of these broadcasts that 
goes out to so many homes each week. The number of 
views has reached over 5,400. If you are not able to attend 
Mass publicly, keep watching on your computer or laptop. 
Keep praying! 
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Stepping Up in Faith 
Collected this week:                  $0.00 
Received to date:           $118,642.22 
Goal:              $175,000.00 
 
  Over this past week, we have continued to make a lot 
of progress on the landscaping. At the close of last week, 
we had completed the ornamental rock as well as laid 
down some new sod. We need to be extra vigilant to 
make sure it receives sufficient water so that it will take 
root in the weeks ahead.  
 We are now anticipating the lighting coming soon, so 
the electricians can put in the new light poles as well as 
the new fixtures by all of the entrances. We also need to 
make some decisions on plants which will be planted in 
the two new planters on either side of the main entrance. 
The new statue has been ordered for the niche in the 
church marquee and is expected to arrive from Italy in the 
next two to three months. When the statue of Our Lady of 
the Rosary is added, it will be the crowning touch of the 
church sign, and dare I say, of the entire main entrance. I 
was pleased to hear recently that one of the neighbors 
had commented to the staff that they, who had been 
initially opposed to the sign, now feels it is a great 
addition to the neighborhood and is very attractive.   
 We are moving ahead with the new cooling system 
which will be installed in the coming weeks. There was full 
consensus from the finance council to move ahead on this 
update of our AC system, which is more than 20 years old. 
Some of the members believed that since this is such a 
necessary and practical project, most parishioners would 
support this project with their stewardship. When WEB 
gives us the bid, we will be asking for your support at that 
time. We already know the amount for this new cooling 
system will exceed the $50,000 mark. It does seem that 
our present system is on its last legs. It required 
maintenance the weekend before last, and it is very 
expensive to get a service man out on a Saturday. He 
worked on the system for some time and it seemed to be 
working reasonably well, but the system failed just a short 
time later. So, as I write this, we are awaiting the return of 

“Stepping Up in Faith” continued... 

the repair man after spending hundreds of dollars and the 
system still does not work.  
 After all of the exterior work is completed, we will 
develop an exterior camera system as well.  Vandals could 
potentially wreak havoc on our sign, statue, etc. Just the 
presence of security cameras is often enough of a 
deterrent against crime. Another one of our Catholic 
churches in Mankato already had these cameras installed 
some time ago, and they seem to be helpful. Thank you to 
those of you that have commented via letter or in person 
how nice the grounds are looking at this time. Thank you 
for your continued support.  

Patrick Zenk & Karen 
Arneman are to be 
married on July 10, 2020, at 
Holy Rosary Church, North 
Mankato, MN. 

I 

 Loyola Catholic School is closed amid the COVID-19 
concern until further notice. Throughout the coming 
weeks, Loyola Theology teacher Alex Nuy will be 
continuing his Friday prayer service online. You can find it 
on Fridays on Loyola’s Facebook page, or on Alex’s 
YouTube channel. We welcome you to join us! 
 
LUCKY 20 RAFFLE - UPDATE 
New drawing date: June 30, 2020.  As we continue to 
navigate these uncertain times, please consider asking 
those you are connecting with to support Loyola. Loyola 
depends on the income from this fundraiser, more now 
than ever Only 1,000 tickets will be sold. Need not be 
present to win. Tickets $100 each, can be purchased by 
asking your favorite Loyola student or by calling 507-382-
8089.You may mail your stubs/checks to: Loyola Catholic 
School 145 Good Counsel Drive, Mankato, MN 56001  
 

Your parish support makes all we do, 

learn, and celebrate at Loyola possible.   

 

Leading through Faith, Academic Excellence, and Service. 
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Prayers and support for all of our sick and injured 
of Holy Rosary Parish 

Our prayers go out to all of the sick and injured in our 
parish who are at home, in the hospital, nursing homes or 
assisted-living residences. May God bless them and keep 
them under His guidance and protection!   

For Our Families 
Monday Jerome &Pat Kopel  
Tuesday Jason & Logan Kohlmeyer 
Wednesday Heather Madison 
Thursday Tim & Sue Sheldon 
Friday Jon & Marisa Isenberg 
Saturday Barbara Plath 
Sunday Troy & Holly Evans 

Home Visitation: If you wish to have yourself or a loved 
one receive the sacraments, Holy Communion or a personal 
pastoral visit, please call our coordinator, Lorraine Klaseus 
at 507-388-4932 

Lord, Hear Our Prayers 

For Those Who Are Ill & Special Needs 
 Arnie & Eileen Wadekamper, Mary Kelly, Molly 
Viehweg,  Mary McVicker, Steve Drummer, Ruth Fitterer, 
Steve Fitterer,  Dan Telshaw, Charles Wesely, Craig Van 
Loy, Delores Haubrich, Dave Neubert, Joe Galli,  Betty 
Goettlicher, Agnes Morgan,  Tim Brown, Anne Doyle, Mary 
Coleman, Taylor Grill,  Mary Forsyth, Dave Grams, Kathy 
Fredrickson, Will Shumacher, Mickey Meyer 

For Those in the Military 
Nick Blace Matt McGraw William Backes 
Jared Hiniker Christopher Schmidt  Ben Barsness 
Dana Schiller Anna Drummer Timothy Eick  
Mark Hansen  

This Week’s Readings 
Mon: 2 Kgs 17:5-8, 13-15a, 18/Mt 7:1-5 (371)      
Tues: 2 Kgs 19:9b-11, 14-21, 31-35a, 36/Mt 7:6, 12-14 (372)  
Weds: Vigil: Jer 1:4-10/1 Pt 1:8-12/Lk 1:5-17 (586) Day: Is 49:1 
  -6/Acts 13:22-26/Lk 1:57-66, 80 (587) Pss Prop  
Thurs:    2 Kgs 24:8-17/Mt 7:21-29 (374)  
Fri:  2 Kgs 25:1-12/Mt 8:1-4 (375)  
Sat:  Lam 2:2, 10-14, 18-19/Mt 8:5-17 (376)    
Sun:      2 Kgs 4:8-11, 14-16a/Rom 6:3-4, 8-11/Mt 10:37-42 (97)  
  Pss I 

Prayer Chain 

 If you have a short term prayer request or 
prayer of thanksgiving for our prayer chain to 
pray for, please call Teresa Kolstad at 327-9810.   

The Week Ahead 
Monday, June 22: [Saint Paulinus of Nola, Bishop; Saints John 

Fisher, Bishop, and Thomas More, Martyrs]  

 No Daily Mass 

Tuesday, June 23: Weekday 

 No Daily Mass 

Wednesday, June 24: THE NATIVITY OF SAINT JOHN 
THE BAPTIST  

 No Daily Mass  

Thursday, June 25: Weekday 

 Daily Mass - 6:00 pm -  Marisa Isenberg Family 

Friday, June 26: Weekday 

 Daily Mass - 6:00 pm -  Becky Brown Family 

Saturday, June 27: [Saint Cyril of Alexandria, Bishop and 

Doctor of the Church; BVM]  

 3:00 pm - Recorded Mass - People of Holy Rosary 
 Parish (Reservations are REQUIRED for this Mass. 
 Please call the parish office if you would like to attend - 
 we would like to make this Mass for those over 65 or 
 who have health issues.) 

Sunday, June 28: 13th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 10:00 am –  Mass - Valerie Twomey† 

Outdoor Mass Was Awesome 
       Last Sunday we celebrated 
our first outdoor Mass in this 
time of pandemic on our parish 
grounds. A special thank you to 
the Knights and the parish staff 

for assisting in the set up and take down and for the city 
of North Mankato who gave us permission to block off 
half of Grant Avenue. THE MASS WENT AMAZINGLY 
WELL! We estimated that there were slightly fewer than 
200 people in attendance. (Our limit is around 250 
according to the state directives.) We had protection 
from wind to the north and south because of the parish 
buildings, and we saw people of all ages in attendance. 
Masks were optional, and the majority of people chose 
not to wear them. After the Mass, I received several 
texts saying how much they enjoyed and appreciated the 
Mass and homily. It went very smoothly, and Grant 
Avenue is beautifully shaded at that time of the day. We 
will continue the 10:00 A.M. outside every week as long 
as Mother Nature cooperates. Thank you for coming! 
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C.C.W. meeting minutes continued... 
Council of Catholic Women Meeting Minutes 

Holy Rosary Catholic Church 
March 10, 2020 

 
 Six C.C.W. members met on Tuesday, March 10th, 
2020. President Terri Compton called the meeting to 
order at 6:40 P.M. Dolores Portz led an opening prayer, a 
meditation about St. Joseph. The guest speaker, Erin 
Simmons, director of Mankato Youth Place (MY Place), 
shared information about the mission of this 
organization, which started in Mankato as the Boys’ and 
Girls’ Club in 2018.  They serve approximately 100 youth 
in grades K-9 with a wide range of programming after 
school and during the summer. After the speaker’s 
presentation, a motion was made, seconded, and passed 
to donate $250.00 to MY Place. 
 Secretary’s Report: The minutes from the February 
4th meeting were distributed.  The minutes were 
approved as printed. Treasurer’s Report: No report. 
Correspondence: Thank-you notes have been received 
from the following: Options for Women-Mankato, 
Birthright of Mankato, and the Pedal Past Poverty 
volunteers (Arlyce Anderson, Terri Compton, Dale 
Compton and Bill Cahalan). 
 
Commission and Coordinator Reports 
 Spirituality Commission: Dolores encouraged 
everyone to use the Five Minutes With the Word during 
Lent.  There has also been an increase in daily Mass 
attendance during Lent. Service Commission:  No report. 
Leadership Commission:  Arlyce reported she is still 
seeking a candidate for vice president. Reverence Life 
Coordinator:  Darlene shared that the Diaper Drive has 
concluded.  She asked us to encourage those in need to 
attend an open house, which Birthright will host on 
March 28th.  Options for Women is starting a new 
program, Foundations of Fatherhood, which will teach 
parenting skills and strategies to new and expectant 
fathers.  May 16th is the date for their next fundraiser, 
Motorcycle-Auto-Truck Ramble, which will also raise 
awareness for the fatherhood program. Legislation 
Coordinator:  Darlene encouraged us to pray for our 
state legislators.  The Minnesota Catholic Conference 
website is an excellent source of information about the 
upcoming Lobby Day in April. Remember to be counted 
and return the census form this spring. Scholarship: 
Arlyce has given out some applications. Awards will be 

made at the Diocesan Convention. Funeral Committee:  
No report. Sewing Group: No report. 
 
Old Business 
 N.U.D.C.C.W. Board Meeting:  Arlyce reported the 
NUDCCW Board meeting was held February 8th in Olivia, 
having been moved from Bird Island.  Four parishes from 
our Deanery will be closed in June.  Bishop LeVoir 
discussed his trip to Rome and the fact that he will be 
retiring next year due to the mandatory retirement age. 
This year, the convention will be in Marshall. Crafting 
for a Cause: There were four or five attendees at 
Crafting for a Cause last month. Diaper Drive: The Diaper 
Drive was a success, and there was an increase in the 
number of the larger packages. Lenten Retreat: 
Currently there are 23 registrants the Lenten Retreat, 
which will be March 14th. 
 
New Business 
 Deanery 1 Spring Gathering:  The Deanery 1 Spring 
Gathering will be held March 19th in Springfield with 
carpools leaving at 3:30 P.M.  Palm Sunday Bake Sale:  
Our annual Palm Sunday Bake Sale will be held April 3rd, 
4th and 5th. Confirmation: We will help serve at the 
reception following Confirmation on April 18th. Recycle 
Sale:  Donation items for the Recycle Sale can be 
dropped off outside the Parish Office. Plant Sale:  Arlyce 
has contacted Drummers as our supplier for our plant 
sale. Next Meeting:  It was decided to hold our April 
meeting on Tuesday, April 7th, at 6:30 P.M. 
 
 There being no further business, Dolores led a 
prayer for priests as our closing prayer.  The meeting 
was adjourned at 8:15 P.M. 

In Remembrance 
 Thank you to the family of 
Annabelle Giroux†, who gave a 
thoughtful gift to Holy Rosary in 
remembrance of Annabelle on the 
occasion of her birthday, June 
26th. May she be celebrating in 
the Eternal Kingdom of God. 


