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Rev. Paul van de Crommert 
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Happy 4th of July Weekend! 
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        The words of our Divine Lord on this 
14th Sunday in Ordinary Time and this 4th of 
July weekend sound somewhat similar to 
the words of Emma Lazarus who wrote 
that famous sonnet back in 1883, entitled 
The New Colossus. And while we might 
neither remember the poet nor the 
particular title of this sonnet, most of us 

remember the famous passage which still today adorns (in 
part), the Statue of Liberty, a most generous gift to this 
country from the country of France: “…Give me your tired, 
your poor, your huddled masses yearning to breathe free, 
the wretched refuse of your teeming shore. Send these, the 
homeless, tempest-tossed to me. I lift my lamp beside the 
golden door. This country’s greatness and true genius lies 
in its diversity.” 
       Every so often over the years, I have run into Americans 
who have lived in this country for several generations and 
the controversial topic of immigration comes up. Not 
knowing me, they assume, (since I am white and without an 
accent), that my family and I have also lived in this land for 
a long time. When these long-time Americans begin to 
complain that all of these “foreigners” are invading our 
country, I simply let them talk. After they have finished their 
rant, I calmly tell them that I too am a “son of two 
foreigners,” as I am first generation and the son of an 
immigrant couple. “I had no idea. I am so sorry!” they will 
say. I often wonder if they are truly sorry for what they have 
said? 
        This nation of nearly 250 years, as Emma Lazarus 
shares in her sonnet, WAS BUILT ON DIVERSITY, NOT 
DIVISION! My parents, especially my Mother, experienced 
pure prejudice in the 1950’s and 1960’s, right here in 
Minnesota, because living in small-town America with a 
heavy European accent was not seen as “charming,” but 
back then as being “different.” Many Americans do not 
know their geography, and so when my parent’s accents 
were questioned, inquiring which country they had come 
from, my parents would say: “We are Dutch!” “Oh,” these 
small-town folks would respond; “So you are DEUTSCH from 
Germany”. (Remember, this was only a short time after 

(continued on next page) 

World War II, and there was much prejudice against the 
Germans.) My parents would explain that the “Dutch” are 
from the Netherlands, which was occupied and oppressed 
by the Germans in World War II and many Dutch lost their 
lives. “Deutsch” is the German word for “German.” 
         One of my priest friends recently commented that this 
Fourth of July will not be as fun as from years past, because 
the dark cloud of the pandemic hangs over our nation, as 
well as the dark cloud of smoke still lingers in the air from 
the burned out buildings destroyed in the protests, along 
with all of the civil and societal unrest that still remains 
around our nation from shore to shore. In Minneapolis 
alone, more than 1,000 buildings have been damaged, 
looted or burned down at this time. Beautiful artistic 
statuary is being destroyed or trying to be destroyed, such 
as the “Emancipation Memorial,” which depicts President 
Lincoln holding the Emancipation Proclamation and a black 
man in a crouched position (a symbolic pose of being 
enslaved), but beginning to stand up, as a sign of the start of 
black’s freedom. (*If our protestors would understand art 
and know some art history, then they would know that this 
statue was paid for by the wages of black people in the 
1800’s, in gratitude to President Lincoln and the passing of 
the Emancipation Proclamation.) 
          So, on this 4thof July, as we celebrate our nation’s 244th 
birthday, it feels for me a bit more sad than celebratory, 
from the problems ranging from the pandemic to the 
protests. So, for your inspiration and your meditation, I offer 
to you the lyrics of a famous Paul Simon song, which seems 
appropriate for the occasion. The song is both patriotic and 
also particularly sad. Happy 4th everyone! May it be restful 
and peaceful!   
 

American Tune  
  

Many's the time I've been mistaken 
And many times confused. 

Yes, and I’ve often felt forsaken 
And certainly misused, 

But I'm all right, I'm all right, 
I'm just weary to my bones 
Still, you don't expect to be 

Bright and bon vivant 
So far away from home, so far away from home. 
And I don't know a soul who's not been battered, 

I don't have a friend who feels at ease. 
I don't know a dream that's not been shattered 

or driven to its knees. 
But it's all right, it's all right, 

For we've lived so well so long, 
Still, when I think of the road 

       “Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened, 
and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and 
learn from me, for I am meek and humble of heart; and 
you will find rest for yourselves. For my yoke is easy and 
my burden is light.”                                          -St. Matthew 
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Stewardship of Gratitude 
       This week’s collection is the final stewardship amount 
for the Fiscal Year of 2019-2020. This week’s offering is a 
noticeable improvement over the previous weekend 
when I was away, as it is nearly tripled. At this point, we 
will begin to close the parish books, although there might 
still be some final contributions coming in for this last 
fiscal year, as well as a few bills that also need to be paid. 
I am hoping to have a draft of the Fiscal Year End Report 
for 2019-2020, ready by the time our Finance Council 
meets on Monday, July 13th. In years past, there were so 
many other things that took  precedence before the 
report, it will be nice to have the report completed and 
out to the people earlier this year. 
        At this point, I anticipate that we will conclude the 
fiscal year in the black. If we do or do not, it is certainly 
understandable, given the present situation of the 
pandemic and the three months when no public Masses 
were being celebrated. Another reason for this 
uncertainty as to how “red” or “black” the parish books 
will conclude, we can take heart as a faith community 
that we have done a sizable amount of improvements 
outside of the church, largely through our “Stepping UP in 
Faith” campaign, which is now nearing completion. (Once 
the lights are installed, that will bring the project largely 
to its conclusion.) The Good News is that this is a major 
capital improvement, and has significantly improved the 
facility. 
         So, as I am beginning to write my Pastor’s Report for 
this most unusual Fiscal Year of 2019-2020, I will still 
conclude by stating that overall, it has been a very good 
year of stewardship. As always, thank you for your gifts! 

“The Quill and the Cloth” continued... 

Our Gifts to God & Holy Rosary 

Adult Contributions $11,533.00 
Electronic Giving $3,627.41 
Plate Collection $209.50 
Church Restoration $750.00 
 
Weekly Offering Total $16,119.91 
Weekly offering goal is set at $10,300.00 
 

Bridging the Gap  $5,533.00 
(2019-20 final amount) 

Additional Weekly Income $735.00 
Grand Total $16,854.91 
Total weekly stewardship goal is set at $13,200.00 

 

Thank you for your gifts of gratitude to God! 

Stewardship of Gratitude 

we're traveling on, 
I wonder what’s gone wrong, 

I can't help it, I wonder what’s gone wrong, 
And I dreamed I was dying, 

I dreamed that my soul rose unexpectedly, 
And looking back down at me, 

Smiled reassuringly. 
And I dreamed I was flying, 

And high up above my eyes could clearly see 
The Statue of Liberty 
Sailing away to sea, 

And I dreamed I was flying. 
We come on the ship they call the Mayflower, 

We come on the ship that sailed the moon. 
We come in the age's most uncertain hours 

and sing an American Tune 
Oh, but it's all right, it's all right, 

You can't be forever blessed. 
Still, tomorrow's going to be another working day, 

And I'm trying to get some rest, 
That's all I'm trying to get some rest. 

    
       
 
       Rev. Paul van de Crommert 
         Pastor 
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The Week Ahead 
Monday, July 6: [Saint Maria Goretti, Virgin and Martyr]  

 The Parish office is now open on Mondays! 

 6:00 pm - Mass -  Portz Family 

Tuesday,  July 7: Weekday 

 Private Mass - Colleen Bianchi† 

Wednesday, July 8: Weekday 

 5:00 pm - Mass -  Bud Schmieg† (note time change) 

 7:00 pm - Education Committee Meeting, Church  

       lower hall  

Thursday, July 9: [Saint Augustine Zhao Rong, Priest, and 

Companions, Martyrs]  

 4:00 pm - Zenk/Arneman Wedding Rehearsal 

 6:00 pm - Mass - Liam & Karen Rooney Family 

Friday, July 10:  Weekday 

 9:00 am  - Mass -  Gerald Erkel† (note time change) 

 5:00pm - Zenk/Arneman Wedding Mass 

Saturday, July 11: Saint Benedict, Abbot  

 3:00 pm - Recorded Mass - People of Holy Rosary 
 Parish (Reservations are REQUIRED for this Mass.)  
  Please call the parish office if you would like to  
 attend - we would like to make this Mass for those  
 over 65 or who have health issues. 
 5:00 pm - Mass - Jan Schmidt† 

Sunday, July 12: 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 10:00 am –  Mass - Paige Muellerleile† 

 (*Individual appointments can be made for The 
Sacrament of Reconciliation or the Anointing of the Sick. 
Please call the Parish Office.) 

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 
         “Not to preach the Gospel 
would be my undoing, for Christ 
Himself sent me as His apostle and 
witness. The more remote, the more 
difficult the assignment, the more 

my love of God spurs me on. I am bound to proclaim that 
Jesus is Christ, the Son of the living God. Because of Him, 
we come to know the God we cannot see. He is the 
firstborn of all creation, in Him all things find their being. 
Man’s teacher and redeemer, He was born for us, died 
for us, and for us He rose from the dead.” 
                                    -From a Homily by Pope Paul VI   

Recorded Masses - Update 
  I have repeatedly had people call, 
write, and even ask me on the street 
these past couple of weeks if I will be 
ending the recorded Masses in the near 
future. The answer is “NOT YET!” When we reach the 
point that most people are comfortable going out to eat, 
or travel to the lake, etc., then I will bring those Masses to 
an end. But for right now, the recorded Masses will 
continue as so many of you are staying close to home. It 
costs Holy Rosary a minimum of $150.00 to pre-record just 
one of these Masses. Perhaps you might like to sponsor 
one of these broadcasts that goes to so many homes each 
week. The number of views has reached over 6,200. If you 
are not able to attend Mass publicly, keep watching on 
your computer or laptop. Keep praying! 

  Confirmation Is Rescheduled - For 

November, 2020 
 Last week I received a call from the Diocese to 
reschedule celebrating the Sacrament of Confirmation. The 
Diocese was offering two dates that were very early in the 
school year with little or no chance to have a couple of 
refresher classes, as our instruction ended abruptly. This 
also left insufficient time for either a rehearsal or an 
opportunity to celebrate the Sacrament of Confession, 
much less attend a Mass or two prior to the Confirmation 
Mass. So, a more user-friendly date that was mutually 
agreed upon was Wednesday, November 11th at 7:00 P.M. 
(*The Bishop is only making Wednesdays, not weekends, 
available for the make-up Confirmations that had been 
cancelled due to the coronavirus.)  
        In the event that the pandemic becomes a problem 
and school or services might be shut down again, we would 
then go to an April date that is our standard date. My hope 
is that the November 11th date will work for us and we will 
not have to wait until 2021 to confirm our Confirmation 
candidates. Parents and students, please note this new 
date on your calendar. Most likely, if/when Faith 
Formation resumes in the fall, we will be having a few one 
hour classes in September and October as we ready for 
Confirmation in early November.                                                              
            -Father 
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STEWARDSHIP CORNER 

Diocesan United Fund (D.U.F.) Diocesan Priest Pension 
Fund/ Medical,  Care Comp Ins, and Priest Care Fund:                                           

Paid to Date: $1,217.00 
               DUE: $83,446.38 

Annual Diocesan Ministries Appeal (D.M.A.): 
  Paid to Date: $0.00 

   (*Last year’s goal): $33,183.26 
Loyola Catholic School Assessment: 

Pd to Date: $0.00 
            DUE: $162,257.53  

 
        Total  Paid to Date 2020-21:            $1,217.00        

Apostolate stewardship for 2020-21:       $278,887.17 
 
 With the start of the new Fiscal Year of 2020-2021, 
so too, we once again start with our “Stewardship 
Corner” that will be with us for as long as we need to 
raise the requested funds for those areas outside of our 
parish boundaries, from our regional Catholic School of 
Loyola to our Diocesan assessments. 
      As I had stated previously in another bulletin, the 
Diocesan assessments are increasing from last year by a 
total of $3,003.69, or about 1%. Part of the reason for 
this increase is not simply because things are getting 
more expensive, but also the simple fact that the 
Diocese is closing more and more of our smaller 
churches and/or parishes. If you recently read the 
Diocesan Paper, The Prairie Catholic, during the 
leadership of Bishop LeVoir for more than a decade, 16 
more churches have closed their doors forever. When 
the Diocese of New Ulm was established in 1957 in this 
15-county region of southwestern Minnesota, there 
were 86 parishes. Today, the total number of parishes 
has gone down to a modest 61 churches. When these 
parishes close, the remaining parishes must then 
assume the ever-increasing costs of the Diocesan 
offices. Equally, health insurance rates, salaries, and 
other basic expenses continue to increase as well. Those 
increases and others like it, are passed onto the 
parishes. 
        On the other hand, our stewardship commitment 
to our Area Catholic School of Loyola has decreased 
from last year. In the last Fiscal Year of 2019-2020, we 
were given a stewardship commitment of $179,571.97.   
This year that amount has been decreased by 
$17,314.44 due, in part, to either having fewer students 
attending the school, population or stewardship taken 

in by our parish. Presently, this fall, Holy Rosary will have 
35 students attending Loyola Catholic School from 
preschool through 12th grade. This past spring, Holy 
Rosary had several students from the Catholic School 
graduate, many of whom were active in the life of our 
church and will be missed. 
        We will once again begin the climb of stewardship to 
cover these financial commitments. Last year, we 
completed these areas of stewardship months in advance, 
which was a blessing, as no sooner had we completed 
these commitments and were saving for more interior 
repairs to the church, then the pandemic hit. The interior 
repairs are on hold, but we were able to hold our own and 
keep our stewardship head above water and to keep 
swimming. As always, thank you for your gifts! 

Bulletins by Mail -  

Let Us Know! 
 Since we have now started regular 
public Masses, please let us know if you 
no longer need a bulletin mailed to your home.  We don’t 
mind mailing a bulletin for those who are still required to 
stay at home, but mailing 90+ bulletins a week is a sizable 
expense.  Please call the parish office at 507-387-6501 if 
you are receiving a bulleting after Mass and can be taken 
off the mailing list. Thank you so much!  

Parish Meetings / Calendar of Events: 
      In keeping with the Covid-19 guidelines established by 
the state as well as the Church directives, we will begin the 
slow process of returning to at least some of our parish and 
organizational meetings in July and the months following. I 
am asking that all of the various parish meetings of any kind 
will be held in the church basement/social hall, where tables 
will be set up in a horseshoe fashion with proper distancing 
between meeting goers. Masks will be encouraged to be 
worn but not required. Please call the parish office to 
schedule your meetings to avoid any conflicts in scheduling. 

Upcoming Parish Events 
 

 Education Committee Meeting - Wednesday, 
July 8th, 7:00 pm, Church lower hall 

Finance Council Meeting - Monday, July 13th, 7:00 pm, 
Church lower hall  
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(continued on next page) 

Mass Attendance is Moving Up! 
 Below is a picture that I took just before the start of 

Mass last Sunday. (I needed to get a pick for the guitar 

and ran upstairs of the rectory.) This picture was taken 

on the stair landing, but I did not get in this picture all of 

the people on the north side of the church or further 

down the street. That being said, the attendance was 

certainly up from three weeks ago when I celebrated the 

first outdoor public Mass since the pandemic. We are 

estimating that the attendance was quite good as we 

loosely filled about half of Grant Street with a bit fewer 

than 200 people. As we are approaching or surpassing 

the 200 mark in attendance, we will begin now with a 

second outdoor Mass each week (weather permitting) 

at 5:00 P.M. this Saturday, July 4th. We will continue to 

have a Mass on Sunday morning at 10:00 A.M. as well, 

and outdoors, if the weather permits. When the weather 

is not conducive for having Mass outside, the Mass will 

still be held at the same time, but indoors. Last Sunday 

was another beautiful and prayerful Mass as some of 

you commented after the liturgy. One person mentioned 

that it is in our tradition to have Masses outdoors 

because Holy Rosary has its annual outdoor Mass in 

Wheeler Park in the fall, and of course there are many 

papal Masses in this country and around the world that 

are done either in an outdoor stadium or in large open 

fields. A number of you commented that you enjoy the 

casual but reverent atmosphere and feel very “safe” in 

attending as people are very respectful about keeping 

their social distance. Maybe we will see you this 

weekend or the next? 

Stepping Up in Faith 
Collected this week:               $500.00 
Received to date:           $118,942.22 
Project Cost             $280,462.00 
 
       We are grateful to a $500.00 donation this week for 
our front entrance as we begin to wind down this major 
project of improving and updating our exterior. The 
bulletin has been reporting these past months that our 
needed goal for the project was at an estimated 
$175,000.00. In actuality, the total monies that have been 
paid out in this Fiscal Year of 2019-2020 have come to a 
total of $203,057.00, exceeding the initial goal by more 
than $27,000.00. The $175,000.00 was a sound estimate, 
but as additional issues were being addressed to refit new 
steps on a 70-year old building, adaptations had to be 
made at that time. The problem I have experienced with 
remodeling over the years as pastor, is that it is much 
harder to determine an exact price of a project, versus 
new construction, as there are always surprises in 
remodeling and rarely in new construction. In addition, 
there are still outstanding work that has to be done and 
will be done in the new Fiscal Year. As I write this, I still 
need to pay an additional amount of some $50,000.00. 
       Both the statue of Our Lady of the Rosary (that will be 
arriving from Italy in the coming months), and the 
electronic sign that are part of our new church marquee, 
have exceeded a combined cost of $27,000.00, that was 
donated by two parties. These were two great and some 
of the largest of the donations that we received. A large 
portion of our contributions came in small amounts 
ranging from a few dollars to a few hundred, a good deal 
from memorials of loved ones at the time of a funeral or 
family event. 
        We are still anticipating the final phase of the 
electrical to be completed to not only improve pedestrian 
and parishioner’s ability to see, but also to improve our 
lighting for the sake of security. The electrician just 
installed a new light between the rectory and church that 
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Prayers and support for all of our sick and injured 
of Holy Rosary Parish 

Our prayers go out to all of the sick and injured in our 
parish who are at home, in the hospital, nursing homes or 
assisted-living residences. May God bless them and keep 
them under His guidance and protection!   

For Our Families 
Monday Gerald & Cathy Vetter 
Tuesday Nancy Marquardt 
Wednesday Lisa Kobs 
Thursday Lee & April Schuster 
Friday Chris Savig 
Saturday Susan Newville 
Sunday Patrick Sexton 

Home Visitation: If you wish to have yourself or a loved 
one receive the sacraments, Holy Communion or a personal 
pastoral visit, please call our coordinator, Lorraine Klaseus 
at 507-388-4932 

Lord, Hear Our Prayers 

For Those Who Are Ill & Special Needs 
 Arnie & Eileen Wadekamper, Mary Kelly, Molly 
Viehweg,  Mary McVicker, Steve Drummer, Ruth Fitterer, 
Steve Fitterer,  Dan Telshaw, Charles Wesely, Craig Van 
Loy, Delores Haubrich, Dave Neubert, Joe Galli,  Betty 
Goettlicher, Agnes Morgan,  Tim Brown, Anne Doyle, Mary 
Coleman, Taylor Grill,  Mary Forsyth, Dave Grams, Kathy 
Fredrickson, Will Shumacher, Mickey Meyer 

For Those in the Military 
Nick Blace Matt McGraw William Backes 
Jared Hiniker Christopher Schmidt  Ben Barsness 
Dana Schiller Anna Drummer Timothy Eick  
Mark Hansen  

This Week’s Readings 
Mon: Hos 2:16, 17b-18, 21-22/Mt 9:18-26 (383)  
Tues: Hos 2:16, 17b-18, 21-22/Mt 9:18-26 (383)  
Weds: Hos 10:1-3, 7-8, 12/Mt 10:1-7 (385)  
Thurs:    Hos 11:1-4, 8e-9/Mt 10:7-15 (386)  
Fri:  Hos 14:2-10/Mt 10:16-23 (387)  
Sat:  Is 6:1-8/Mt 10:24-33 (388)  
Sun:       Is 55:10-11/Rom 8:18-23/Mt 13:1-23 or 13:1-9 (103)  
  Pss III 

Prayer Chain 

 If you have a short term prayer request or 
prayer of thanksgiving for our prayer chain to 
pray for, please call Teresa Kolstad at 327-9810.   

“Stepping Up in Faith” continued... 

goes on and off automatically. It does a wonderful job 
lighting up the alley area between these two buildings. 
There is a greater feeling of security as I had someone at 
my door at 10:00 P.M. this weekend and I could clearly see 
the person. I have been told that the electrical work at all 
three of the major entrances of the church will be 
completed in the coming days and certainly before the 
close of the month of July, which of course will be in the 
new Fiscal Year of 2020-2021. 
         So, if you add up the front steps, railings and heating; 
along with the additional landscaping, additional sidewalks, 
lighting, drainage work, statue and church sign, etc., the 
grand total comes to $280,462.00. Of this amount, the 
parish has paid $230,462.00 in the Fiscal Year 2019-2020. 
As we close out the books, my hope is that we might only 
bring into the new fiscal year the cost of the unfinished 
work that I will pay upon completion leaving us some 
$30,000.00 to $40,000.00 to cover in the new Fiscal Year. 
$230,000.00 of capital improvements in one year, even 
during a pandemic, is a great stewardship accomplishment. 
Thank you so much for your gifts!!!     

SINCERE SYMPATHY 

To the family of Shirley Gazzola†.                          

        -May she rest in peace.  

 
This Week’s Sanctuary Light Intention:  

Diane Helget† 

Patrick Zenk & Karen 
Arneman are to be 
married on July 10, 2020, at 
Holy Rosary Church, North 
Mankato, MN. 

III 

Need a Mask? 
 Reusable cloth masks are available for 
purchase in the Parish Office during normal 
business hours.   


