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        Experts in human physiology claim 
that, out of our five senses, our sense of 
smell is the one that has the strongest 
link to our memory. Perhaps this belief 
is true. Earlier today, I had thought it 
was too perfect of an evening to sit in 

the office, so I decided to mow the lawn on the north side 
of the church and rectory. It was a perfect night in so many 
ways, from the temperature to the mower that was not 
the least bit temperamental. 
          While the sprinkler system does an excellent job of 
creating a lush green lawn, it also creates a bit more work 
as the grass does not go dormant but continues to grow. In 
some of the places the grass was both thick and long. But 
as the mower moved over this shaggy green coat, the 
smell of the grass brought me back to those days on the 
farm when we mowed acres of lawn with just a simple 
push mower like I was using tonight. 
          What I am about to write will sound strange to any 
stray teenager or young person who might just be bored 
enough to read this bulletin. As kids, we loved to mow the 
lawn with just a push mower. In fact, it was considered a 
coveted job, and I was well into high school by the time my 
brothers were pursuing jobs in the work force, leaving me 
the “fun” job on the farm of mowing with that old push 
mower. Even now, I still like mowing lawn, as did my 
mother, until a bad shoulder laid her up. For a while, she 
used a riding lawn mower, but, eventually, my Dad took 
over the mowing, which he treated with the same 
approach as field work, as a duty, not a joy. 
          Before I mowed tonight, I picked up a good deal of 
sticks and branches that were still strewn around by the 
Saturday storm. Call me crazy, but I even enjoy picking up 
sticks around the yard, which I do frequently, since these 
old ash trees, which provide a lot of good shade for our 
outdoor Masses, also shed a lot of sticks, even when the 
wind is only a little whisper. But as I picked up sticks last 
night (and again, maybe it was the smell of the freshly cut 
grass), I whispered a little apology to my Mother. For 
throughout much of grade school, my job was always to 
pick up sticks from ash trees like those that line our 
boulevard on Grant Avenue today. I HATED PICKING UP 

(continued on next page) 

STICKS, and I was not particularly afraid to let my mother 
know it. My Mother would often say, “I don’t understand 
you. What is wrong with picking up sticks? It is not a bad 
job at all.” As an adult, after all these years, I realize that 
she was right and I was wrong. I am sorry! I suspect 
somewhere in eternity she has long ago forgiven me. 
           Although we are not picking up sticks on this 16th 
Sunday in Ordinary Time, we do pick up three passages of 
scripture from the Book of Wisdom, St. Paul to the Romans, 
and the Gospel of St. Matthew. I am pleased to say that the 
Good News of the readings involves this unique opposite 
relationship with the sinful members of Holy Mother 
Church and the perfection of our Heavenly Father and the 
nature of God. 
            Our human nature is weak, imperfect, and, dare I 
say, sinful. However, the nature of God, in all of its 
complexity, is strong, perfect, and sinless. They claim that 
opposites attract, so that is perhaps why God is in a love 
relationship with His creation, because we are the direct 
opposite of the Almighty. But if we want to stay in a 
relationship with the Father and the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, we need to at least spiritually compliment the 
“opposite” that exists in this relationship. More simply put, 
if we can admit that we are sinners and that we do things 
wrong from time to time, we better be able to say to the 
Good Lord, “I am sorry!” Certainly we need to say this in 
our prayers, but we also need to say this sacramentally 
from time to time, through the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation, a sacrament that has been even further 
devastated because of this darn pandemic. 
              The Good News of the readings reminds us that, if 
we can have in our vocabulary and in our virtuous hearts, 
the words, “I am sorry!” then we discover that the nature 
of God is one who, in His opposite nature, is able to say to 
us, “I forgive you!” In the First Reading from the Book of 
Wisdom, we are told that the nature of God is one who is 
“Lenient to all,” and “perfect in His power,” and one who 
“judges with clemency.” The reading closes with the 
words, “…and you gave your children good ground for 
hope that you would permit repentance for their sins.”  
            Psalm 85 reinforces this Good News nature of God, 
who is, in His perfection, so forgiving of our imperfect, 
sinful nature with the psalm response: “Lord, you are good 
and forgiving.” In that same spirit, the Second Reading, 
from St. Paul to the Romans, reminds us that in our human 
relationship with the Holy Spirit, where we are weak, God 
the Holy Spirit works at our side with the strength of strong 
prayer that is given through groanings. The passage begins 

      “Lord, you are good and forgiving.” 
                                                                            -Psalm 85 
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Stewardship of Gratitude 
        We had another very fine week of stewardship this 
past week. In fact, I might even go out on a proverbial 
limb and say that our stewardship might be equal or 
even better in the middle of July and in the midst of a 
pandemic than it was prior to the pandemic. However, 
this has not been the case for many of the past weeks 
during the pandemic. 
          I shared with the Finance Council this past Monday 
that our revenue had taken a noticeable hit over those 
three months in which there were no public liturgies. As 
we are now slowly recovering in our stewardship, we 
have discovered that, while more registered households 
had joined the No Contribution Club, a small number of 
parishioners actually increased their giving during this 
quarantine time. 
           As we reviewed the first half of the calendar year 
of 2019, 361 households out of 761 households of Holy 
Rosary contributed a total of $263,146.  In the first six 
months of this year, 331 families, or 30 fewer families, 
contributed a total of $218,349, a decrease of $44,797 
or about 17%. Last year, in the first six months, 366 of 
the registered households of Holy Rosary contributed 
nothing in stewardship. This year, that number grew to 
448 households who contributed nothing, or an increase 
of 82 more households in the span of 12 months. There 
is no doubt economic hardship to explain for some of 
this, but stewardship is also an act of faith. I know of 

(continued on next page) 

Our Gifts to God & Holy Rosary 

Adult Contributions $6,105.00 
Electronic Giving $3,942.10 
Plate Collection $291.00 
 
Weekly Offering Total $10,338.10 
Weekly offering goal is set at $10,300.00 
 

Bridging the Gap $0.00 
Additional Weekly Income $2,743.96 
Grand Total $13,082.06 
Total weekly stewardship goal is set at $13,200.00 

 

Thank you for your gifts of gratitude to God! 

Stewardship of Gratitude 

with the words: “…The Spirit comes to the aid of our 
weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, 
but the Spirit Himself intercedes with inexpressible 
groanings.” 
             Finally, in this very long Gospel from St. Matthew, 
we hear multiple parables, including, the parable of sowing 
of weed seeds, the parable of a mustard seed, and the 
parable of making a batch of bread with yeast and flour. 
Just as there is a need to have patience when it comes to 
planting, and when you see weeds growing in the wheat, 
and waiting for a tiny mustard seed to become a great big 
bush, and even when baking bread, SO TOO, GOD IS 
PATIENT WITH US, EVEN IN OUR SLOW AND SINFUL WAYS. 
Recall, how this passage from St. Matthew ends: “…The Son 
of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of His 
kingdom all who cause others to sin and all evildoers.” Did 
you catch that God is still going to save sinners and those 
who do evil? But those who are the encouragers and 
originators of sin will not be saved for the Kingdom of 
heaven.  
             In our human relationships, we are told that 
opposites attract. Chances are good that your co-workers, 
your spouse, and even good friends are sinners, as well as 
yourself. Hopefully, we will treat their bad behavior in the 
opposite way, rather than responding with similar sins. And 
if they say they are sorry, may you come back with the 
opposite response of “I forgive you,” and vice-versa. Have a 
healthy and, of course, holy week! 
  
       
 
 
       Rev. Paul van de Crommert 
         Pastor 



SIXTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                                                                              JULY 19, 2020 

 

 

Page 4       HolyRosaryNorthMankato.com   |   LoyolaCatholicSchool.org 

“Stewardship of Gratitude” continued... 
The Week Ahead 

Monday, July 20: [Saint Apollinaris, Bishop and Martyr]  

 6:00 pm - Mass -  Ruth Fitterer Family 

Tuesday,  July 21: [Saint Lawrence of Brindisi, Priest and 

Doctor of the Church]  

 Private Mass - Colleen Bianchi† 

Wednesday, July 22: Saint Mary Magdalene  

 6:00 pm - Mass -  Peter & Jelaine Schreiner Family  

Thursday, July 23: [Saint Bridget, Religious]    

 6:00 pm - Mass - Diane Sieberg† 

Friday, July 24: [Saint Sharbel Makhlūf, Priest]  

 6:00 pm  - Mass - Tom Rykhus†  

Saturday, July 25:  Saint James, Apostle  

 3:00 pm - Recorded Mass - People of Holy Rosary 
 Parish (Reservations are REQUIRED for this Mass.)  
  *Please call the parish office if you would like to  
 attend - we would like to make this Mass for those  
 over 65 or who have health issues. 
 5:00 pm - Mass - Bonnie Varuska† 

Sunday, July 26: 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 10:00 am –  Mass - Don Haley† 

 (*Individual appointments can be made for The 
Sacrament of Reconciliation or the Anointing of the Sick. 
Please call the Parish Office.) 

Did You Know?!? 
 “It is estimated that around 10,000 people turn 65 
each day, a trend that is expected to continue until 2029. 
At this time, there are than 50 million seniors, those over 
the age of 65. A third of those older than 65 live alone. 
Other statistics show that 9 out of 10 Americans 65 and 
older want to stay at home as long as possible.” 

Recorded Masses  
  We continue to have a good response 
from those who wish to attend the recorded 
Mass at 3:00 P.M. in church as well as those 

who are watching the Mass online. I was told by several 
people that they are pleased that we are not just live-
streaming the Mass, but  having it on our website for 
people to view as their time and schedule will allow. Thank 
you to those of you that have made a specific stewardship 
offering towards the Mass, which costs us a bit more than 
$150.00 to record each week. To date, the total number of 
views of our Masses is over 6,700.  
       Some of the more senior of our members of the parish 
have been asking me if it is safe to return to the weekend 
liturgies. Certainly, some of our parishioners who live or 
work in a care facility, should take extra precautions. 
However, if you are able to go to work, enjoy outdoor 
activities, or socialize in some form during your week, 
perhaps, in faith, you might consider coming to our Sunday 
Mass at 10:00 A.M. There is ample room outside to be at a 
polite distance from other people in the parish. I truly 
believe that it is VERY SAFE. As one parishioner, who 
started attending Mass a couple of weeks ago, commented 
to me, “Father, I feel far safer to come to Mass at 10:00 
A.M. at Holy Rosary on Grant Avenue than I do shopping 
for groceries.” My response to that statement was, “ME 
TOO!” Maybe we will see you at Mass! Stay well!!! 

Upcoming Parish Events 
 

 Fall Festival Committee Meeting - Monday, 
July 27th, 7:00 pm, Church lower hall  

 Education Committee Meeting - Wednesday, July 29th, 
7:00 pm, Church lower hall 

 Assumption of Mary Holy Day Mass - Saturday, August 
15th, 10:00 am 

 Memorial Mass for Chuck Frost - Saturday, September 
12th  

people who are very generous and have the means. I also 
know of people that do not have the means and are 
amazingly generous to their church. I also am aware that 
there are those with means who maybe meant to give 
something, but forgot or just get too busy with life. 
            This week, you will be receiving a mailing explaining 

the financial situation of Holy Rosary in greater detail and 

also a personal contribution statement of your 

household’s contributions for the first six months of 2019 

and 2020. I kindly ask that you would review those two 

statements. If you have given nothing in these two 

statements, I challenge you to give something in fairness 

to your brothers and sisters in Christ who are making the 

faith-response sacrifices. If you have given less from last 

year to this year, if it is possible, you might catch-up or at 

least give something. If you have given more this year than 

last year, and there are a number of you… well, all I can say 

is God Bless you and THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS 

STEWARDSHIP!   
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Watch Your Mail!        
       As we continue our journey through 

this pandemic, we are putting the finishing 

touches on the budget for 2020-2021. One 

area of expense that we increased for the parish office is 

the amount for postage and mailings. Since the start of 

the pandemic, you have been receiving more mailings 

from the parish. This week, you will be receiving another 

mailing. This will be the third mailing we have sent out 

to you in the past six months to keep you informed of 

the state of our parish and specifically in this letter, our 

state of stewardship. Although we concluded the Fiscal 

Year of 2019-2020 in the black and were able to 

accomplish a good deal of improvements around our 

parish church,  our adult offerings decreased by about 

$45,000 in the first six months of this year. Enclosed with 

this mailing is your personal contribution statement for 

the first six months of 2019 and 2020. I ask that you 

review the comparison and then please be as generous 

as your heart will allow. As always, thank you for your 

gifts! 
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I’m Sorry 

By John Denver 
 
It's cold here in the city 
It always seems that way 
And I've been thinking about you almost everyday 
Thinking about the good times 
Thinking about the rain 
Thinking about how bad it feels alone again 
 
I'm sorry for the way things are in China 
I'm sorry things ain't what they used to be 
But more than anything else 
I'm sorry for myself 
'Cause you're not here with me 
 
Our friends all ask about you 
And I say you're doing fine 
And I expect to hear from you almost anytime 
But they all know I'm crying 
And I can't sleep at night 
They all know I'm dying down deep inside 
 
I'm sorry for all the lies I told you 
I'm sorry for the things I didn't say 
But more than anything else 
I'm sorry for myself 
I can't believe you went away 
 
I'm sorry if I took some things for granted 
I'm sorry for the chains I put on you 
But more than anything else 
I'm sorry for myself 
For living without you 

STEWARDSHIP CORNER 

Diocesan United Fund (D.U.F.) Diocesan Priest Pension 
Fund/ Medical,  Care Comp Ins, and Priest Care Fund:                                           

Paid to Date: $1,930.51 
               DUE: $83,446.38 

Annual Diocesan Ministries Appeal (D.M.A.): 
  Paid to Date: $0.00 

   (*Last year’s goal): $33,183.26 
Loyola Catholic School Assessment: 

Pd to Date: $7,200.00 
            DUE: $162,257.53  

 
        Total  Paid to Date 2020-21:            $9,130.51        

Apostolate stewardship for 2020-21:       $278,887.17 
 
      We are beginning our slow and steady ascent up our 

stewardship stroll. This week we took a sizable step 

forward in this our stewardship corner stewardship as 

we approached giving this week alone nearly $6,000.00 

combined to the Catholic School and the Catholic 

Pastoral Center in New Ulm. Specifically we contributed 

$5,000.00 to Loyola and an additional amount of more 

than $700.00 to the Diocese of New Ulm. So we are 

making good progress. As always, thank you for your 

gifts! May God reward you! 
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  Education Committee 

Update 
        On July 8th, I held a meeting in 
the church social hall with our 
Education Committee members. 

Nearly all of our members were in attendance, and we also 
welcomed one new member to the committee. As pastor, 
we discussed at length the future of Faith Formation in 
light of the present pandemic. As pastor, I presented some 
20 questions to the committee to respond to as we make 
plans to teach the faith in this unique time of the 
pandemic and in keeping with the parameters that have 
been recently established by the Diocese of New Ulm. I 
shared with the Education Committee that I was seeking 
direction from them as we make plans for our fall program 
as I have a tendency to think like a priest and a pastor and 
not as a parent. 
        The minutes of this meeting will be forthcoming in a 

future bulletin, but suffice it to say at this time, the 

meeting from a pastoral perspective was nothing short of 

being EXCELLENT. All of the parish committees and 

councils are advisory to the pastor and this group of men 

and women gave me some very sound advice on how to 

direct the program in the fall and the coming year that will 

be both spiritually centered as well as family focused. As I 

begin to work on the new direction for the coming year, 

we are awaiting the announcement from the State of 

Minnesota on July 27th, with regards to the educational 

plan in the midst of this pandemic for the students in our 

public school system across our State of Minnesota. This 

pandemic has forced everyone in the teaching profession 

from the three “R’s” to teaching “Religion”, to become 

ever more creative. All that being said, I am excited as I 

begin to format our Faith Formation program for the fall! 

Stay tuned! 

 The Diocese of Winona-Rochester is close to 
announcing a plan for schools to open for the 2020-21 
school year. A task force has been working on guidelines 
for a safe return to school for our students, staff, and 
families, as the health and well-being of our school 
community remains our utmost concern. As we receive 
more details from DOW-R, we will be sharing them with 
our families and the Loyola community. 
 Nominations are open for the Schola Hall of Fame, 
recognizing exceptional supporters of Loyola Catholic 
School. Each year, the Schola Foundation honors 
outstanding individuals who have contributed significantly 
to the betterment of Loyola Catholic School and whose 
positive contributions in their communities, churches, 
careers and/or alma mater exemplify Loyola's core values. 
If you know someone who should be honored, please fill 
out the nomination form by July 6th, found at  
www.scholafoundation.org. Recipients of the award will 
be honored at a reception on September 21, 2020. 
 Due to the fact that we canceled our in-person 
Kindergarten Round-up this spring, we have created a 
virtual Kindergarten Round-up! Please check out 
“Welcome to Kindergarten” at 
www.loyolacatholicschool.org 
 Interested in enrolling for the 2020-21 school year? 
Call us!  507.388.0600  
 

LUCKY 20 RAFFLE 
 The drawing was held on June 30, 2020! Thank you to 
all who participated in this year's Lucky 20 Raffle! We 
appreciate your support. 904 tickets were sold this year! 
Special thanks goes out to all of our awesome sellers! We 
COULD NOT have done this without you!  For a list of this 
year’s winners, check out the Loyola website 
www.loyolacatholicschool.org 
 Loyola will soon be offering bus service to some of our 
students outside of the District 77 bus routes. We are 
seeking a shuttle driver for the morning route, with the 
potential of adding shifts. For more information, please 
contact Trudi Clements, 507-388-0606. 

 

Your parish support makes all we do, 

learn, and celebrate at Loyola possible.   

 

Leading through Faith, Academic Excellence, and Service. 

http://www.scholafoundation.org
http://www.loyolacatholicschool.org
http://www.loyolacatholicschool.org
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Prayers and support for all of our sick and injured 
of Holy Rosary Parish 

Our prayers go out to all of the sick and injured in our 
parish who are at home, in the hospital, nursing homes or 
assisted-living residences. May God bless them and keep 
them under His guidance and protection!   

For Our Families 
Monday David & Patricia Neubert 
Tuesday Brady & Samantha Taylor 
Wednesday Scott & Nancy Deslauriers 
Thursday Kyle & Katie Westberg 
Friday Nevada Helget 
Saturday Robin & Larua Thissen 
Sunday Dan & Brenda Voracek 

Home Visitation: If you wish to have yourself or a loved 
one receive the sacraments, Holy Communion or a personal 
pastoral visit, please call our coordinator, Lorraine Klaseus 
at 507-388-4932 

Lord, Hear Our Prayers 

For Those Who Are Ill & Special Needs 
 Arnie & Eileen Wadekamper, Mary Kelly, Molly 
Viehweg,  Mary McVicker, Steve Drummer, Ruth Fitterer, 
Steve Fitterer, Delores Haubrich, Dave Neubert, Joe Galli,  
Betty Goettlicher, Tim Brown, Anne Doyle,  Dave Grams, 
Kathy Fredrickson, Will Shumacher, Mickey Meyer, Carol 
Boruff, Jerry Winters 

For Those in the Military 
Nick Blace Matt McGraw William Backes 
Jared Hiniker Christopher Schmidt  Ben Barsness 
Dana Schiller Anna Drummer Timothy Eick  
Mark Hansen  

This Week’s Readings 
Mon: Mi 6:1-4, 6-8/Mt 12:38-42 (395)  
Tues: Mi 7:14-15, 18-20/Mt 12:46-50 (396)  
Weds: Sg 3:1-4b or 2 Cor 5:14-17/Jn 20:1-2, 11-18 (603) Pss  
  Prop    
Thurs:    Jer 2:1-3, 7-8, 12-13/Mt 13:10-17 (398)   
Fri:  Jer 3:14-17/Mt 13:18-23 (399)    
Sat:  2 Cor 4:7-15/Mt 20:20-28 (605) Pss Prop    
Sun: 1 Kgs 3:5, 7-12/Rom 8:28-30/Mt 13:44-52 or 13:44-46  
  (109) Pss I         

Prayer Chain 

 If you have a short term prayer request or 
prayer of thanksgiving for our prayer chain to 
pray for, please call Teresa Kolstad at 327-9810.   

 
This Week’s Sanctuary Light Intention:  

Dort Leiferman† 

Need a Mask? 
 Reusable cloth masks are available for 
purchase in the Parish Office during normal 
business hours.   

The RECYCLE SALE is 

coming!?!      
 
 After quite a delay, the Holy 
Rosary C.C.W. will most likely be 
having a sale in mid to late August. Let your friends, 
relatives, and fellow parishioners know!  
We are now accepting donations of: 
Gently used clothing (no underwear) 
Household items in good condition (no electrical) 
Decorative items / small furniture 
Yard and garden/ flower pots / containers 
Hobby, puzzles, cotton yard goods / craft supplies 
Tools / sports / fishing equipment 
 

 Bring your items to the Holy Rosary Parish Center 
(school) between 9:00 am - 5:00 pm, Monday through 
Friday.  Place your items at the head of the stairs to your 
right, just inside the front door – you will see a sign.  
Thank you for your generosity!  For questions or to 
volunteer to help at the sale, call Mary Grams at 507-327-
6479. 

North Mankato Farmers 

Market 
 The North Mankato Farmers 
Market is open each Monday from 

3:30 PM to 6:30 PM through October. This is a 
community/neighborhood based market featuring 
produce and products and is located in the parking lot of 
South Central College in Upper North off of Lookout Drive. 

Bulletins by Mail - Let Us Know! 
 Since we have now started regular public Masses, 
please let us know if you no longer need a bulletin 
mailed to your home. Please call the parish office at 507-
387-6501 if you take a bulletin after Mass and can be 
taken off the mailing list. Thank you so much!  


