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 I think that the mark of old age is 
when you are about to celebrate a 
holiday such as Christmas or an 
occasion like your birthday, and 
someone comes up to you and asks, 

“What would you like for Christmas?” or “What would you 
like for your birthday?”; and you respond with the line, “I 
DON’T WANT ANYTHING. I DON’T NEED ANYTHING. I HAVE 
EVERYTHING I WANT.” 
        Imagine having everything you want! I guess I must 
not be that old. For there are so many things I still want. 
But I must be getting older, as there is not much that I 
really need. That is a significant point when it comes to 
stuff and equally the spiritual order. It is good to know 
the clear distinction between what I need and what I 
want. 
         A major pandemic point that has been argued 
among politicians, priests and the bishops of this country 
is who are the “essential workers,” or, those who need to 
work for the good of society. When politicians or the 
State of Minnesota thinks of “essential workers,” they are 
thinking of medical personnel, not priests offering Mass. 
The State of Minnesota thinks essential workers are fire 
fighters, who put out fires, but not necessarily men of 
faith, who instill in others the “fire of the Spirit.” The 
State of Minnesota would see people who work in 
grocery stores as essential workers but not necessarily 
those workers who, as clergy, bring the Good News of 
God and the spiritual life to the people. 
          As a priest and pastor, I have found it interesting 
over these past weeks and months that certain businesses 
and individuals that were considered as “essential” across 
our country included businesses that ranged from abortion (continued on next page) 

clinics to stores that sell alcohol. Yet the bishops of 
Minnesota argued publicly that the practice of the faith is 
also essential, if not for the physical health of an individual, 
then their spiritual and emotional health. 
         When the pandemic began earlier this year in the 
United States, things began to shut down in mid-March, 
and the environment of isolation increased, people’s spirits 
fell. Crisis support lines and suicide prevention services saw 
a substantial spike in calls throughout this time. It was 
reported that, during the time of severe lock-down in 
March and April of this year, the National Crisis Text Line 
handled 6,000 calls, which is twice its normal average in the 
same span of time. In Portland, Oregon, 911 suicide-related 
calls rose 23% in the matter of just 10 days a few weeks 
back. This was not only true in Portland but in many other 
locations across the country. 
           And while many experts will claim that the best 
solution for isolation is to socialize, what about the spiritual 
life? If we truly feel the presence of God in our lives, even if 
we are physically alone, then the social isolation that 
breeds loneliness, depression and, dare I say, suicide is 
largely eliminated.  
           Shortly after the pandemic broke, I had a few people 
stop by the rectory out of concern to see if I was okay, 
which was nice of them. The practical side of me was a bit 
put out last March because I was upstairs, on a ladder, 
painting a ceiling. Then, I had to rush down the stairs to see 
what the person ringing my doorbell was in need of at that 
particular moment. One person said, “I worry about you 
that you are here all alone.”  I said to that soul, “Please 
don’t worry about me. I lived alone before the pandemic 
and will be living alone after the pandemic. I am not lonely 
because the Lord is always with me.”  My answer, I could 
tell, obviously went over this individual’s head. 
           In the First Reading for the 17th Sunday in Ordinary 
Time, God visits King Solomon, the offspring of King David, 
and not only gifts the King with His Divine Presence but also 
wants to give the young king an earthly gift as God says, 
“Ask something of me and I will give it to you.” And what 
does Solomon ask for from God? Does he ask for something 
physically essential? No, King Solomon asks for something 
that is essentially spiritual. For King Solomon asks for an 
“understanding heart…to distinguish right from wrong.” In 
other words, King Solomon wanted Wisdom that would 
give him a heart of compassion, and to keep the moral 
order which he felt was essential for leading his people. 

       “The Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream at night. 
God said, “Ask something of me and I will give it to you.” 
Solomon answered: “Oh Lord, my God, you have made 
me your servant, King to succeed my father David; but I 
am mere youth, not knowing at all times how to act. I 
serve you in the midst of the people whom you have 
chosen, a people so vast that it cannot be numbered or 
counted. Give your servant, therefore an understanding 
heart to judge your people and to distinguish right from 
wrong. For who is able to govern the vast people of 
yours?”                                       -1st Reading -  Book of Kings 
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Stewardship of Gratitude 
      It was a lighter week of stewardship, which is normal, 
as it is summer, and, of course, we are still in this 
pandemic. I found the stewardship decrease a little 
curious, since we had perhaps the largest attendance at 
Mass since we re-started the outdoor Mass. I hope we 
continue to have such a healthy attendance, and that 
those who come will find it in their hearts to put a gift in 
the ushers’ baskets. 
       Do take a moment to review the letter that was sent 
out from the parish this past Wednesday. You might be 
surprised, like some of us were, at our increased giving 
from a year ago, or surprised at your decrease in giving. 
If you are behind a bit in what you normally throw into 
the basket, it would be a really good time to catch up,  
as you can see by this week’s contributions. 
         Recall the words of St. Paul to the early Christian 
Corinthian community when he said, “The point is this: 
he who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he 
who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each of 
us must do as he has made up his mind, not reluctantly 
or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” (2 
Cor. 9:6-7)  As always, thank you for your gifts! 

Our Gifts to God & Holy Rosary 

Adult Contributions $6,420.00 
Electronic Giving $2,737.13 
Plate Collection $97.61 
Junior Collection $23.10 
 
 
Weekly Offering Total $9,277.84 
Weekly offering goal is set at $10,300.00 
 

Bridging the Gap $1,022.16 
Additional Weekly Income $0.00 
Grand Total $10,300.00 
Total weekly stewardship goal is set at $13,200.00 

 

Thank you for your gifts of gratitude to God! 

Stewardship of Gratitude 

Thought For the Week 

       “Cast yourself with confidence into the 
arms Of God. And be sure of this, that if He 
wants anything of you, He will fit you for your 
work and give you the strength to do it.”      
                                                       -St. Phillip Neri 

            The psalm response for Psalm 119, reminds us that 
following the laws of God and his commandments is 
spiritually essential. In the Second Reading from St. Paul 
to the Romans, he reminds us of the essential spiritual 
need to “love God.” For St. Paul writes, “Brothers and 
sisters: We know that all things work for good for those 
who love God.” In the Gospel from St. Matthew, we read 
about essential workers, from fishermen to farmers. But 
the Good News is not about the essential things that they 
produce or catch for the people. Rather, the Good News it 
is that the Father who created the world and its waters 
gives the fishermen and the farmers not only what they 
need, but also what they want, from great catches of fish, 
to a carefully crafted pearl. 
           What do you want from the Lord? I want His Divine 

Love! What do you need from the Lord?  I need His loving 

forgiveness. What is essential during this time of 

pandemic until the vaccine arrives in the months ahead is 

our spiritual life, the sacraments, and prayers. Practicing 

our faith daily and even on the weekends is essential if we 

have our eye on heaven and the experience one day of 

Everlasting Life! Stay well! 
  
       
 
 
       Rev. Paul van de Crommert 
         Pastor 
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Fall Festival Meeting 

       Please note that we will have 
a November Fest meeting this 
Monday evening, July 27th, at 
7:00 P.M. with all of our former 

festival committee members. We will be meeting in the 
church hall, with social distancing in place. You are 
required to wear a mask, and bring a good strong 
speaking voice so we can hear you. We will be working 
on a plan to still make the event a stewardship success, 
even with restrictions in place during this time of 
pandemic. Oh yes, bring your thinking cap, as we will be 
needing to think a bit outside of the November Fest box! 
See you on Monday!  

The Week Ahead 

Monday, July 27: Weekday 

 5:00 pm - Mass -  Sandee & Gary Lindmeier (note time  
      change) 
 7:00 pm - Fall Festival Committee Meeting - Church  
      lower level  

Tuesday,  July 28: Weekday 

 Private Mass - Ervin & Donna Hollund 

Wednesday, July 29: Saint Martha 

 5:00 pm - Mass -  Annabelle Giroux† (note time  
      change) 
 7:00 pm - Education Committee Meeting - Church  
                    lower level 

Thursday, July 30: [Saint Peter Chrysologus, Bishop and 

Doctor of the Church]  

 6:00 pm - Mass - Lisa Gazzola† 

Friday, July 31: Saint Ignatius of Loyola, Priest  

 6:00 pm  - Mass - Jane Petrie†  

Saturday, August 1: Saint Alphonsus Liguori, Bishop 
and Doctor of the Church  

 3:00 pm - Recorded Mass - People of Holy Rosary 
 Parish (Reservations are REQUIRED for this Mass.)  
  *Please call the parish office if you would like to  
 attend - we would like to make this Mass for those  
 over 65 or who have health issues. 
 5:00 pm - Mass - Peter & Jelaine Schreiner Family 

Sunday, August 2: 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 10:00 am –  Mass - Pat & Karen Zenk 

 (*Individual appointments can be made for The 
Sacrament of Reconciliation or the Anointing of the Sick. 
Please call the Parish Office.) 

Upcoming Parish Events 
 

 Fall Festival Committee Meeting - Monday, 
July 27th, 7:00 pm, Church lower hall  

 Education Committee Meeting - Wednesday, July 29th, 
7:00 pm, Church lower hall 

 Assumption of Mary Holy Day Mass - Saturday, August 
15th, 10:00 am 

 Memorial Mass for Chuck Frost - Saturday, September 
12th  

Holy Rosary Mask Policy 

     Over the past few months, the 
C.D.C. has slowly been changing and 
evolving its policies on facial coverings 
and masks. At first, we were told that 
they were not necessary, except for 

medical personnel, due to a severe shortage of masks. 
Then we were encouraged to wear them to protect 
others. Most recently, we were told that the masks, if 
worn properly, protect both the people we encounter, 
as well as ourselves. Our response at Holy Rosary has 
been good when it comes to wearing masks at Mass, 
both during the week, as well as on the weekends. 
      Those who attend our outdoor Masses are not 
required to wear masks, but they are welcome to do so 
if they wish. However, those who attend are required to 
socially distance, of which you are doing a fine job. (Of 
course, our distributors of Holy Communion are required 
to wear masks.) It seems that churches are fostering an 
environment for preventing Covid-19, but the gatherings 
of many of the younger generation, who are not abiding 
by the CDC guidelines, are where the virus is spreading. 
The other day, I spoke with a woman in my home parish 
who said that there was a rise in Murray County, as 
many young people were going to parties, or out to bars 
and nightclubs with no regard to the CDC 
recommendations. I find it curious that there are those 
who oblige themselves to stay away on the weekend 
from the practice of the faith and spiritual devotions for 
the sake of health, but, during the same weekend, will 
attend large parties, or go to a bar or other crowded 
place. I assume they do those things in the name of FUN 
but not in the name of FAITH! “Love thy neighbor as thy 
self!”   
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STEWARDSHIP CORNER 

Diocesan United Fund (D.U.F.) Diocesan Priest Pension 
Fund/ Medical,  Care Comp Ins, and Priest Care Fund:                                           

Paid to Date: $1,930.51 
               DUE: $83,446.38 

Annual Diocesan Ministries Appeal (D.M.A.): 
  Paid to Date: $0.00 

   (*Last year’s goal): $33,183.26 
Loyola Catholic School Assessment: 

Pd to Date: $12,200.00 
            DUE: $162,257.53  

 
        Total  Paid to Date 2020-21:          $14,130.51        

Apostolate stewardship for 2020-21:       $278,887.17 
 

         This week we again took another step forward by 
contributing $5,000 to our stewardship goal for Loyola 
this year. The Good News is that we have already 
broken the $10,000 mark and are working our way 
towards $20,000. Last year at this time, the parish had 
received a major gift and had paid a large portion of it 
forward by already contributing $50,000 to Loyola. So, 
we are a bit slower out of the stocks this year, and 
understandably so, because of the circumstances. At 
this point we have covered a little more than 5% of our 
total stewardship goal of $278,887.17, and we have 
covered almost 7.5% of our total Loyola stewardship 
commitment. If you would like to specifically designate 
a contribution to go directly to our Catholic School 
commitment, I encourage you to make your check out 
to Holy Rosary and put in the check memo either 
“Loyola” or “Catholic School.” As always, thank you for 
your gifts!  

Online/Outside Mass 
  We continue to have a good response from 
those who wish to attend the recorded Mass at 
3:00 P.M. in church as well as those who are 

watching the Mass online.  
       Some members of our parish have been asking me if it 
is safe to return to the weekend liturgies. If you are able 
to go to work, enjoy outdoor activities, or socialize  during 
the week, perhaps, you might consider coming to our 
Sunday Mass at 10:00 A.M. There is ample room outside 
to be at a safe distance from other people. I truly believe 
that it is VERY SAFE. As one parishioner, who started 
attending Mass a couple of weeks ago, commented to 
me, “Father, I feel far safer coming to outdoor Mass than 
I do shopping for groceries.” My response to that 
statement was, “ME TOO!” Maybe we will see you at 
Mass! Stay well!!! 

Options for Women Garden 

Tour Fundraiser 
 This is a first annual fundraising event 
to support the mission of Options for 

Women Mankato. Tickets may be purchased in advance 
by calling 507-625-2229 or the day of at Options for 
Women Mankato (11 Civic Center Plaza, Suite 011). Stop 
by between 9:00 AM - 10:30 AM to get your tickets and 
a tour of the Clinic. Then, venture on a tour of some 
amazing gardens throughout the North Mankato and 
Mankato areas.  

Too BIG, Too small, Just Right! 
 Last week the electrician began to install the lights and  
add the finishing touches to the exterior work of our 
church. As Murphy’s Law would have it, the order was 
unbelievably messed up. (I have already had some of the 
faithful tell me that the light sizes do not look right! Rest 
assured, I am well aware of this!) The lights on the main 
entrance were supposed to go on the side entrances. The 
lights on the side entrance were supposed to be frosted 
and go on the main entrance. There were only two sets of 
large lights ordered for the side entrances, and no correct 
size for the northwest entrance, which needs smaller 
lights, because of their location in the recess areas of the 
wall. Then, the two post lights did not fit on top of the 
posts. The supplier was most likely at fault. The new lights 
are being ordered, and these current ones will be 
removed and/or replaced. It will be some time before the 
replacement lights will arrive. Hopefully, they will be 
installed before the time change later this fall, when it is 
dark at the close of the 5:00 P.M. Mass on Saturday night. 
If there is any Good News in all of this, it is that the parish 
does not have to pick up the extra expense for the 
mistakes made by others. Hopefully in a few weeks we will 
see the church LIGHTS SHINE!  Thank you for your 
patience! 
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  Faith Formation Update 
         On Monday, July 27th, the 
public school educators of Minnesota 
will receive word from the state as to 
how best to proceed with the fall 
semester for students in grades k-12. 

 It appears that other parts of the country have already 
made the decision to do a blended style of education that 
will involve both distance learning and in-classroom 
learning. Some Catholic schools are making the decision to 
meet in person, as they had done prior to the pandemic, 
because many of their class sizes are smaller than the 
public school system, and can accommodate desks and 
students separated by at least 6 feet.  
         At Holy Rosary, we are presently preparing  a 

Wednesday night program that is family based, in keeping 

with Diocesan directives. The plan has been discussed and 

further developed with our Education Committee. We are 

also reformatting our registration form, and beginning the 

needed preparations for a variety of mailings for parents 

with school age children. Our new program has the 

makings of a year of great spiritual enrichment, that is 

even more family friendly. There will be a need for 

catechists for grades 1-5, which will meet on a limited 

basis twice a month. The month of August will be most 

informational for parents and pupils enrolled in public, 

private, and faith formation programs! Stay tuned! 

 The Diocese of Winona-Rochester is close to 
announcing a plan for schools to open for the 2020-21 
school year. As we receive more details from DOW-R, we 
will be sharing them with our families and the Loyola 
community. 
 Due to the fact that we canceled our in-person 
Kindergarten Round-up this spring, we have created a 
virtual Kindergarten Round-up! Check out “Welcome to 
Kindergarten” at  www.loyolacatholicschool.org. 
 
CRUSADER GOLF CLASSIC: Monday, August 24, 2020, 
Mankato Golf Club. Early Bird Discount if registered 
before July 31, 2020. Registration is now open online! Join 
us for an 18-hole golf scramble to support Loyola Catholic 
School. Registration and details can be found at  
www.crusadergolfclassic.com. 
 

Your parish support makes all we do, 

learn, and celebrate at Loyola possible.   

 

Leading through Faith, Academic Excellence, and Service. 

Council of Catholic 
Women News 

 The Holy Rosary C.C.W. is looking for women who 
would be interested in filling a couple of positions for the 
C.C.W. Commission or Coordinators. Someone is needed 
for Historian, Reverence Life Coordinator, and Legislation 
Coordinator.  None of these positions require a lot of 
time.  If you would like more information or are interested 
in any one of these, please call Terri Compton at 507-420-
1264.  

Major Mailing Went Out 

This Week 

         This week, an important letter was 
mailed on Wednesday to all of our 
registered parishioners. The mailing contains a detailed 
letter of stewardship of the parish during these months 
of pandemic. It explains how we have addressed the 
stewardship needs of the parish from a pastoral 
perspective. Along with this letter, we have included a 
personal record of both January – June 2019 and 2020 
personal contributions. To those of you that have been 
so conscientious to increase your contributions, I extend 
a profound pastoral THANK YOU. To those of you that 
have given the same or perhaps decreased your amount 
due to limited financial resources, I also say THANK YOU. 
To those of you who have made no contributions, I ask 
that you might prayerfully consider making an offering. 
In order for the parish to continue to provide the needed 
ministry in a time of pandemic when our Precious Lord is 
needed by so many who are anxious, depressed, or 
worried, it would be greatly appreciated. As always, 
please be as generous as your loving heart will allow! 
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Prayers and support for all of our sick and injured 
of Holy Rosary Parish 

Our prayers go out to all of the sick and injured in our 
parish who are at home, in the hospital, nursing homes or 
assisted-living residences. May God bless them and keep 
them under His guidance and protection!   

For Our Families 
Monday Nell Meinhardt 
Tuesday Ben & Kelli Bohm 
Wednesday JoAnn Bianchi 
Thursday Kristin Moore 
Friday Lucille O’Donnell 
Saturday Richard Oglesby 
Sunday Kyle & Gina Vanselow 

Home Visitation: If you wish to have yourself or a loved 
one receive the sacraments, Holy Communion or a personal 
pastoral visit, please call our coordinator, Lorraine Klaseus 
at 507-388-4932 

Lord, Hear Our Prayers 

For Those Who Are Ill & Special Needs 
 Arnie & Eileen Wadekamper, Mary Kelly, Molly 
Viehweg,  Mary McVicker, Steve Drummer, Ruth Fitterer, 
Steve Fitterer, Delores Haubrich, Dave Neubert, Joe Galli,  
Betty Goettlicher, Tim Brown, Anne Doyle,  Dave Grams, 
Kathy Fredrickson, Will Shumacher, Mickey Meyer, Carol 
Boruff, Jerry Winters 

For Those in the Military 
Nick Blace Matt McGraw William Backes 
Jared Hiniker Christopher Schmidt  Ben Barsness 
Dana Schiller Anna Drummer Timothy Eick  
Mark Hansen  

This Week’s Readings 
Mon: Jer 13:1-11/Mt 13:31-35 (401)  
Tues: Jer 14:17-22/Mt 13:36-43 (402)   
Weds: Jer 15:10, 16-21 (403)/Jn 11:19-27 or Lk 10:38-42 (607)  
Thurs: Jer 18:1-6/Mt 13:47-53 (404)        
Fri:  Jer 26:1-9/Mt 13:54-58 (405)   
Sat:  Jer 26:11-16, 24/Mt 14:1-12 (406)  
Sun: Is 55:1-3/Rom 8:35, 37-39/Mt 14:13-21 (112) Pss II 

Prayer Chain 

 If you have a short term prayer request or 
prayer of thanksgiving for our prayer chain to 
pray for, please call Teresa Kolstad at 327-9810.   

 
This Week’s Sanctuary Light Intention:  

Elizabeth & Stanley Wyrowski 

Need a Mask? 
 Reusable cloth masks are available for 
purchase in the Parish Office during 
normal business hours.   

The RECYCLE SALE is 

coming!?!      
 
 After quite a delay, the Holy 
Rosary C.C.W. will most likely be 
having a sale in mid to late August. Let your friends, 
relatives, and fellow parishioners know!  
We are now accepting donations of: 
Gently used clothing (no underwear) 
Household items in good condition (no electrical) 
Decorative items / small furniture 
Yard and garden/ flower pots / containers 
Hobby, puzzles, cotton yard goods / craft supplies 
Tools / sports / fishing equipment 
 

 Bring your items to the Holy Rosary Parish Center 
(school) between 9:00 am - 5:00 pm, Monday through 
Friday.  Place your items at the head of the stairs to your 
right, just inside the front door – you will see a sign.  
Thank you for your generosity!  For questions or to 
volunteer to help at the sale, call Mary Grams at 507-327-
6479. 

North Mankato Farmers 

Market 
 The North Mankato Farmers 
Market is open each Monday from 

3:30 PM to 6:30 PM through October. This is a 
community/neighborhood based market featuring 
produce and products and is located in the parking lot of 
South Central College in Upper North off of Lookout Drive. 

Bulletins by Mail - Let Us Know! 
 Since we have now started regular public Masses, 
please let us know if you no longer need a bulletin 
mailed to your home. Please call the parish office at 507-
387-6501 if you take a bulletin after Mass and can be 
taken off the mailing list. Thank you so much!  


