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      “He was born in the summer of 
his 27th year. Coming home to a 
place he had never been before!” So 
begins one of the most famous songs 
John Denver ever wrote, Rocky 
Mountain High, back in 1972. 

Incidentally, this same song was officially declared the 
second official state song of Colorado in 2007, ten years 
after John Denver’s death. 
      The song is providential for me personally, because the 
first time I travelled to Colorado was the summer I was 
ordained, and I was just weeks away from my 27th 
birthday. It was really my first full-fledged vacation, and I 
spent a week travelling (for the first time) in the great 
state of Colorado. I hesitated to go and I thought to myself 
as a farm kid from the Midwest, “What is there to see out 
in Colorado, but a bunch of rocks and trees?” Even when I 
first arrived in Colorado, I remember making the sly 
comment, “It just looks like a lot of bad farmland to me!” 
I regret saying those words back then, for I fell in love with 
this fine state, so rich in natural beauty. Over these past 
decades, I have returned again and again to this 
picturesque state to gaze up on those mountains in their 
purple majestic magnificence. 
      While the mountains of Colorado have the ability to 
both calm and inspire me, the ancient Jewish people 
believed that, on the mountain tops, God was calling them 
and speaking to holy men, from Moses to Elijah, the latter 
whom we hear about in today’s First Reading from the 
Book of Kings. It was also believed that, from the mountain 
top, God would instruct His people — from Moses bringing 
forth the Ten Commandments to today’s Gospel from St. 
Matthew where the Messiah comes down from the top of 
the mountain to walk on top of the water! Wow! Pay 
attention this weekend, as the mountains are mentioned 
in every reading, from the first reading to the gospel. The 
Jewish people believed that, from the mountain top, the 
Almighty was revealing Himself to the people and from the 
mountain, one gained strength from the Almighty!  
       Two summers ago, I went up Pike’s Peak near Colorado 
Springs on a small tour bus with a handful of tourists I did 

(continued on next page) 

not know. Pike’s Peak is the tallest mountain in America, 
named after Zebulon Pike, who tried to climb this mountain 
but never reached the top. Pike’s Peak rises 14,115 feet. 
When you get to top, there is snow on the ground, even in 
summer. And while the ancient Jews believed that God 
dwelled on top of the mountain, I know better. But there is 
something profoundly mystical, mysterious, and majestic 
when looking over that ledge and being able to see forever. 
The naturalist and preservationist John Muir wrote these 
words to his sister back in 1873, “The mountains are 
calling and I must go, and I will work on while I can, 
studying incessantly.” 
        John Denver sings in another hit song, “Poems, 
Prayers and Promises,” the words, “…the thought of 
growing old turns me on…” If I had the wealth and the 
health as I grew old, it would “turn me on” to travel to 
Colorado from August through October, have a cozy log 
cabin on a small plot of land, and look out over the great 
Pike’s Peak in the autumn years of my life. There I would 
hope to write the great American folk song or perhaps a 
great American novel to be enjoyed by future generations, 
with the mountains as my inspiration. 
         In the meantime, my mountain of inspiration seems to 
be immediately after the Sunday morning Mass in the open 
air on Grant Avenue. Maybe I am getting too much fresh 
air, but as I am putting things away from Mass, I make a 
promise to myself that next week when I preach I will put 
the guitar away. No sooner do I walk into the rectory, and, 
like a recording, a song pops into my head that fits 
perfectly for the passage of scripture for the next weekend. 
Perhaps it is the Paraclete or the Holy Spirit that wants to 
hear some more singing. It is almost miraculous how I 
found this song. It is a 50 year old hymn that I learned this 
week. The words are beautiful, as well as the music. Maybe 
you will find some inspiring “mountain space” this week (in 
this age of social distancing), somewhere in the foothills of 
Mankato, or maybe with your feet on the second floor of 
your home where you can be inspired and experience the 
incarnate God! Have a good week. 
 

We’ve Been to the Mountain 
 

In the still of the morning, we awake with the dawn; 
We live our day in the challenges of faith, 

But what will we have to lead us on? 
 

We’ll, just say that we’ve been to the mountain 
And caught a glimpse of all that we could be; 

We will know that a new day is dawning, 

     “After doing so, he went up the mountain by Himself 
to pray.”                                                       -St. Matthew 
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Stewardship of Gratitude 
       It was encouraging to see that we surpassed our 
budgeted needs this week, as not only are we in this 
slower time of stewardship through the summer 
months, but also in this time of a pandemic. A number 
of families, after reviewing the letter that they received 
and seeing what they gave in the first half of 2019 when 
compared to 2020, have done a super job in catching up 
their stewardship giving from the previous year. We are 
even seeing an increase in giving from our youth. As 
always, we continue to keep our expenses down and to 
try to pay forward our outside parish stewardship 
commitments. As always, thank you for all of your 
gifts!!! 

Our Gifts to God & Holy Rosary 

Adult Contributions $8,820.50 
Electronic Giving $1,855.61 
Plate Collection $103.25 
Junior Collection $10.00 
 
Weekly Offering Total $10,789.36 
Weekly offering goal is set at $10,300.00 
 

Bridging the Gap $0.00 
Additional Weekly Income $312.00 
Grand Total $11,101.36 
Total weekly stewardship goal is set at $13,200.00 

 

Thank you for your gifts of gratitude to God! 

Stewardship of Gratitude 

This Just In…  
           We just received word at the time 
we were going to press that Pope Francis 
has accepted the resignation of +Bishop 
John LeVoir, the 4th Bishop of New Ulm. 
Our prayers and best wishes go out to 
+Bishop Emeritus LeVoir on his 
retirement. In the recent weeks the 

former bishop has been undergoing physical and 
psychological tests in Michigan under the supervision of 
the religious Sisters of Alma. He will remain there for 
health reasons through the first week of September. 
Msgr. Douglas Grams is presently overseeing the day-to-
day operations of the Diocese of New Ulm. 

Thought For the Week 

 Smile though your heart is aching, 
smile even though it's breaking. When there 
are clouds in the sky, you'll get by, if you 

smile through your fear and sorrow. Smile, and 
maybe tomorrow, you'll see the sun come shining 
through for you.  
     -From the song, “Smile,” lyrics by  
       John Turner & Geoffrey Parsons 

With a morning sun for all of us to see. 
 

In the rays of the sunrise, 
We find the warmth of new life. 

Our faith is strengthened as the mysteries unfold: 
Where lies the answer, how will we know? 

 
We’ve gone with him to the hillside; 

His glory He has shown to men. 
The sacred promise of a brighter morning sun: 

And living in our faith, we’ll see the dawn. 
 
 
 
       Rev. Paul van de Crommert 
         Pastor 
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The Week Ahead 
Monday, August 10: Saint Lawrence, Deacon and 
Martyr   
 6:00 pm - Mass -  Steven & Jennie Helget Family 

Tuesday, August 11: Saint Clare, Virgin  
 Private Mass - Don Haubrich† 

Wednesday, August 12: [Saint Jane Frances de Chantal, 

Religious]    
 6:00 pm - Mass -  Joe Cook† 

Thursday, August 13: [Saints Pontian, Pope, and Hippolytus, 

Priest, Martyrs]  
 11:00 am - Mass - Arnie & Eileen Wadekamper (note  
   time change) 
 5:00 pm  - Wedding rehearsal - St. Aloysius, Oliva  
       (Father attends) 

Friday, August 14: Saint Maximilian Kolbe, Priest and 
Martyr  
 12:00 pm  - Mass -  David Rykhus (note time change) 
 5:00 pm - Payne-Steffel Wedding, St. Aloysius, Olivia 
       (Father Paul)  

Saturday, August 15: THE ASSUMPTION OF THE 
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY  
 10:00 am - Holy Day Mass - Gertrude Karpinsky† 
 3:00 pm - Recorded Mass - People of Holy Rosary 
 Parish (Reservations are REQUIRED for this Mass.)  
 5:00 pm - Mass - Kathy Fredrickson 

Sunday, August 16: 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 10:00 am –  Mass - Aurelia Gawrych† 

HRCatholic Online! 
 We continue to have an amazing response to our 
recorded Masses and, we received a generous donation 
of $2,000.00 last week to insure the continuance of these 
Masses for quite some time into the future. At this point, 
we have had a total of 7,400 views of our Masses since 
we started recording them last March. I continue to 
receive notes and letters expressing  appreciation for 
these Masses, even from outside our parish community. 
Just recently, I received a beautiful letter from some 
Catholic folks from the Sleepy Eye area who are older 
and watch our Masses weekly from their home. 
         What has come as a surprise to the staff and me is 
that we have received an amazing response to our 
church sign quote about wearing a mask. As of 
Wednesday, more than 1,600 people had upvoted a 
picture of the sign that was posted on Reddit. Not only 
is the quote light-hearted about something some people 
are making so difficult, wearing a simple mask; it’s also 
something that we can do to support the scientific 
community and to protect ourselves and others from 
getting sick!   
         Keep watching your computer screen for the 

liturgies and our 
church sign for 
some more clever 
lines. Have a great 
week!  
 Keep smiling, 
even in the midst 
of sickness! 

River of Life Prayer Group 
 River of Life is an ecumenical charismatic 
prayer group that has met in Mankato/North 
Mankato since 1969. The group will begin 
meeting again on Friday, September 4th and 

18th, from 1:00-3:00 P.M. in the church basement. The 
meeting schedule is as follows: 
20-30 minutes of Praise & Worship led by  guitar 
20-30 minute Biblical teaching from one of the group 

members who is called to teach or share their faith 
The last portion of the meeting is spent in prayer for the 

world, nation, region, city, or individual requests 
 Please consider joining us. All are welcome! For more 
information, you may contact Darlene Schorn, the 
Communications Coordinator, at 507-779-6751,  or email 
jdschorn@hickorytech.net. 
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STEWARDSHIP CORNER 

Diocesan United Fund (D.U.F.) Diocesan Priest Pension 
Fund/ Medical,  Care Comp Ins, and Priest Care Fund:                                           

Paid to Date: $1,930.51 
               DUE: $83,446.38 

Annual Diocesan Ministries Appeal (D.M.A.): 
  Paid to Date: $0.00 

   (*Last year’s goal): $33,183.26 
Loyola Catholic School Assessment: 

Pd to Date: $28,200.00 
            DUE: $162,257.53  

 
        Total  Paid to Date 2020-21:          $30,130.51        

Apostolate stewardship for 2020-21:       $278,887.17 
 

       This week, we again paid $5,000.00 towards our 
Loyola Catholic School commitment, because the start 
of the school year is quickly approaching. It sounds as 
though Loyola will be opening its doors for classes five 
days a week for all of their students. As a parish family, 
we are still behind what we had paid last year at this 
same time to the Catholic school. In our stewardship 
defense, we were given a sizable memorial last year 
that we used to pay our Catholic School commitment, 
and we do not have it this year. Again, my hope is that 
we will be able to cover the majority of these outside 
faith commitments by the close of February 2021, so 
that we can continue to raise the needed funds for the 
new air conditioning system, which we are beginning to 
work on, on the south side of the church. Until then, the 
parish will have to take the money out of reserve to 
cover this major cost. This week, the cement pad was 
laid for the new chillers that are being built to replace 
the 25 year old one we currently have. The cost for 
upgrading the air conditioning system and the finishing 
work around the church will come to exactly 
$108,000.00. It would be wonderful if this money would 
not have to be permanently taken from our reserves as 
we continue to try and push forward our stewardship 
future through our Endowment Fund that is presently at 
$230,456.77  As always, thank you for your gifts! 

Upcoming Parish Events 
 

 Assumption of Mary Holy Day Mass - 
Saturday, August 15th, 10:00 am 

 Recycle Sale - Thurs-Sat, August 20th-22nd, School Gym 

 Memorial Mass for Chuck Frost - Saturday, September 
12th  

 Faith Formation Registration Begins - Monday, August 
24th - Monday, September 21st  

 Faith Formation Catechist/Staff Inservice - Monday, 
September 14th, Conf Rm 1 

 Faith Formation Classes begin for Grades 6-9 - 
Wednesday, September 16th, 6:30 pm, School Gym 

 16th Annual Mass in the Park - Sunday, September 
20th, 10:00 am, Church grounds 

 Faith Formation Classes begin for Grades 1-5 - 
Wednesday, September 23rd, 6:30 pm, School Gym 

 November Fest (modified) - Sunday, November 8th, 
10:00 am - 2:00 pm, Church/School Gym 

RECYCLE SALE Update!     
  
 Dates for the sale will be: 
   Thursday, August 20th, 4-7 pm 
   Friday, August 21st, 7 am - 7 pm 
   Saturday August 22nd, 7 am - 1 pm     
   (12-1 pm free!)  
 We are still accepting donations 
of: gently used clothing, household 
items (no electrical), decorative 

items, small furniture, yard and garden items, hobby 
items, puzzles, craft supplies, tools, and sports/fishing 
equipment. In addition, on Wednesday, August 20th and 
Thursday, August 21st, we will accept plants (house 
plants, outdoor perennials, hostas, etc.) and fresh 
produce (tomatoes, cucumbers, green beans, etc.).  

 Bring your items to the Holy Rosary Parish Center 
(school) between 9:00 am - 5:00 pm, Monday through 
Friday.  August 19th will be the LAST DAY we will accept 
donations other than plants and produce. Place your 
items at the head of the stairs to your right, just inside the 
front door, where you will see a sign.  Thank you for your 
generosity!  If you have questions or would like to 
volunteer to help at the sale, call Mary Grams at 507-327-
6479. Thank you! 

Need a Mask? 
 Reusable cloth masks are available 
for purchase in the Parish Office during 
normal business hours.   
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Faith Formation continued... 

  Faith Formation Planning 
 In keeping with the directives 
of the Diocese of New Ulm and  
the CDC, we are planning a Faith 
Formation program for September 
2020 that will be both old and 
new. As in the past, we will be 
meeting on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 P.M. We will 
also be alternating students attending class, with grades 1-
5 attending on one Wednesday and the grades 6-9 
attending on the next Wednesday. 
        What will be NEW this year is that, with the fears of 
Covid-19 and need for social distancing, the Holy Eucharist 
will be celebrated in the school gymnasium, not the 
church. If the weather this fall is exceptionally nice, we 
may have these Wednesday liturgies outdoors on Grant 
Avenue as we have been doing these past months, with 
great success. Parents will be responsible for their own 
children, and attend the Wednesday liturgy with their 
children . If possible, we would encourage both parents to 
be in attendance, but we understand that this is not 
always possible with younger children at home or work 
schedules. If both parents are working, a trusted family 
member or neighbor could also be an alternative.  
          During the Liturgy of the Word, the children in 
grades 1-5 will come forward and, like the experience of 
the 10:00 A.M. Mass prior to Covid-19, will break off with 
a catechist for 15-20 minutes while Father instructs the 
parents, other family members, and parishioners that 
remain in attendance. After this brief time of 
simultaneous instruction, the children will rejoin their 
families and celebrate the Eucharistic prayer and receive 
Holy Communion if they wish. Each session will have a 
specific theme. Grades 6-9 will also be required to be 
accompanied by a parent or guardian, but there will be no 
dismissal rite, as they are mature enough to comprehend 
the message that the pastor will be teaching that evening. 
 Packets are being prepared along with registration, 
tuition requirements, full semester schedule, permission 
slips, and fuller details of the program. We are blessed 
that we have most of our catechists in place. We must 
always remember that the Church teaches that the priest 

is the primary teacher of the faith in the parish, but that 
the parents are the primary teacher of the faith for their 
family. This year has the makings of great spiritual growth 
potential for both parents and their children. May we pray 
to our Blessed Mother Mary of the Most Holy Rosary to 
intercede for us on our Faith Formation program this 
coming fall! Watch your mail for the Faith Formation 
packet at the close of this month!!! See you in 
September! 

Assumption of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary Mass 
 If we love the Lord, we must also love 
His family, namely the Blessed Mother who 
is also the patroness of our parish of Holy 
Rosary! As we prioritize our life around 

sports, school, social events and, the serious labor that we 
do; should we not also do so as Roman Catholics, when it 
comes to the practice of the sacraments and the holy days?  
          One Mass will be offered on Saturday morning, 
August 15th at 10:00 A.M.! The American bishops have 
encouraged people who may be less inclined to come to 
Mass on the weekends with larger attendance to come 
during the week at daily Masses and, in this case, on a 
Saturday morning Holy Day to the Blessed Mother! IF IT 
HAS BEEN A WHILE SINCE YOU HAVE COME TO MASS FOR 
FEAR OF THE BEING IN A LARGER GROUP, CONSIDER 
COMING TO THIS 10:00 A.M. MASS ON SATURDAY AS 
THE NUMBER ATTENDING WILL MOST LIKELY BE 
MODEST. ALSO, CONSIDER COMING TO DAILY MASS 
DURING THE WEEK AT 6:00 P.M. IT IS MUCH SAFER TO 
COME AND CELEBRATE IN THIS LARGE CHURCH WITH 
ONLY A DOZEN OR SO PEOPLE THAN GOING TO THE 
GROCERY STORE, WHERE THERE ARE DOZENS OF PEOPLE 
SOMETIMES NOT SOCIAL DISTANCING NOR WEARING 
MASKS! See you at the Holy Day??? Mary, Mother of the 
Assumption, pray for us!  

 
This Week’s Sanctuary Light Intention:  

Elizabeth & Noah Brand Family 
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NovemberFest 2020! 
     I know it sounds like a long 
way off, but in about 12 weeks 
we will be celebrating a scaled-
down version of our 6th Annual 

November Fest, albeit under some unusual conditions!  
Raffle Ticket – Cash Prizes: 
      I am encouraged by some of the parishes in our 
Diocese of New Ulm, from Sleepy Eye to our Cathedral 
parish, that still have been having success with their 
festivals. Our staff has started to call potential donors, and 
you are certainly encouraged to call our administrator Jim 
if you would like to donate to our cash raffle. At this time, 
although we are in the early stages of asking for 
stewardship support for the raffle, we are already 
approaching nearly $3,000 in cash prizes, but we still have 
a ways to go. Your donations can be either public or 
anonymous if you wish. Smaller monetary donations may 
possibly be combined with larger donations. 
Silent Auction – Live and Virtual 
        We are also starting to welcome new quality items, 
antiques, quality collectibles, gift cards, etc. for our Silent 
Auction. This year we plan to extend the time of the Silent 
Auction from a few hours on the day of the festival to 
days and even a week or more by having it online. We will 
also have the items on display during the festival, with 
updated bids from the online bidding. Many churches, as 
well as retail antique dealers, have had great success with 
online auctions. 
Save the Date -   November 8th! 
          Although our activities will be greatly diminished 
from other years, there will still be an opportunity to 
attend Mass, with perhaps a few songs during the homily, 
take out meals (some eat-in seating will be available), as 
well as a chance to bid on the Silent Auction items, and 
browse for some bargains at Grandma’s Attic.  
           Covid-19 has required us to come up with new and 
creative ways to operate our fundraisers for a few more 
months. May we surprise ourselves with an even more 
successful day than we could imagine, both through 
parishioners participation and the stewardship success of 
this day. Thank you for your support!  

Prayers and support for all of our sick and injured 
of Holy Rosary Parish 

Our prayers go out to all of the sick and injured in our 
parish who are at home, in the hospital, nursing homes or 
assisted-living residences. May God bless them and keep 
them under His guidance and protection!   

For Our Families 
Monday Ann Leonard 
Tuesday Kevin Ling 
Wednesday Michael & Marna Theissen 
Thursday Darren & Jennifer Pierskalla 
Friday Jeff Wersal 
Saturday Julie Fallenstein 
Sunday Suelin Nolte 

Home Visitation: If you wish to have yourself or a loved 
one receive the sacraments, Holy Communion or a personal 
pastoral visit, please call our coordinator, Lorraine Klaseus 
at 507-388-4932 

Lord, Hear Our Prayers 

For Those Who Are Ill & Special Needs 
 Arnie & Eileen Wadekamper, Mary Kelly, Molly 
Viehweg,  Mary McVicker, Steve Drummer, Ruth Fitterer, 
Steve Fitterer, Delores Haubrich, Dave Neubert, Joe Galli,  
Betty Goettlicher, Tim Brown, Anne Doyle,  Dave Grams, 
Kathy Fredrickson, Will Shumacher, Mickey Meyer, Carol 
Boruff, Jerry Winters, Elmer Heirigs, Kimberly Wegscheid 

For Those in the Military 
Nick Blace Matt McGraw William Backes 
Jared Hiniker Christopher Schmidt  Ben Barsness 
Dana Schiller Anna Drummer Timothy Eick  
Mark Hansen  

This Week’s Readings 
Mon: 2 Cor 9:6-10/Jn 12:24-26 (618) Pss Prop   
Tues: Ez 2:8—3:4/Mt 18:1-5, 10, 12-14 (414)     
Weds: Ez 9:1-7; 10:18-22/Mt 18:15-20 (415)    
Thurs: Ez 12:1-12/Mt 18:21—19:1 (416)    
Fri:  Ez 16:1-15, 60, 63 or 16:59-63/Mt 19:3-12 (417)     
Sat:  Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/1 Cor 15:20-27/Lk 1:39-56  
  (622) Pss Prop  
Sun: Is 56:1, 6-7/Rom 11:13-15, 29-32/Mt 15:21-28 (118)  
  Pss IV 

Prayer Chain 

 If you have a short term prayer request or 
prayer of thanksgiving for our prayer chain to 
pray for, please call Teresa Kolstad at 327-9810.   


