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 It could be argued that the line that I 
began this column with from St. 
Matthew’s account is the most 
controversial of all the words of the 
Savior in the Sacred Scriptures. It 
appears, by all accounts, that Christ is 
referring to this Canaanite woman as a 
“dog,” one of the most degrading 

descriptions of a person in the Middle East. This 
derogatory insult of being “a dog,” still exists in our 
present day society. If a person is extremely angry, they 
might say in the heat of rage that someone is a son of a 
“female dog”! But while this line lacks in charity, it is most 
successful in getting our attention! 
          While there have been very few passages in the 
gospels that have intensely troubled the minds of Christian 
readers as these few lines, WE MUST NOT FOCUS SOLELY 
ON THE BIASED STATEMENTS THAT OUR MESSIAH AND 
BLESSED LORD BRING UP FROM THE CULTURE THAT 
EXISTED BACK THEN IN MIDDLE EAST. ***Rather, the 
reader needs to be SINGLE-MINDED in focusing on the 
Savior’s spectacular miracle of healing the daughter of 
the Canaanite woman.*** 
           Let’s take a historical step back into today’s Gospel 
from St. Matthew. You might compare the Canaanite 
people of more than 2,000 years ago to the Native 
American tribes that existed in this country more than 
200 years ago. Just as European settlers drove the Native 
American tribes from the land under the premise of their 
God-given right to take over this land from whom they 
referred to as “wild savages.” So too, the Israelite people 
drove out these ancient tribes from the land of Canaan, in 
the name of God who promised them the Promised Land!  
 The Canaanite woman lived a spiritual life that 
involved the worship of MANY GODS! The Old Testament 
refers to some of these ancient Canaanite gods, which 
include Baal, Asherah, Ashtoreth, El, etc. On the other 
hand, the ancient Israelites only worshipped one God, 
who brought the people out of the land of Egypt, into the 
desert for 40 years, and finally into the Promised Land. 

And while the Jewish people of ancient times had a 
particular bias towards many nations, the Canaanites’ main 
enemy was the Israelites, who had reduced these people to 
foreigners in their own land.  
 St. Matthew is challenging us to see beyond the surface 
of this story and to get down deep into the spirituality of 
this lesson. This passage might be described simply as “Two 
Against One,” or the “Many Against the One”. St. 
Matthew cleverly juxtaposes the Jews’ many biases 
against Canaanites and their worship of many gods; 
against ONE BLESSED LORD AND HIS COMPASSION TO 
HELP THIS HURTING MOTHER AND TO HEAL HER 
DAUGHTER OF DEMONIC POSSESSION!  The First Reading 
from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah is a double-support to 
the Savior, as the great prophet reminds us that: “…
foreigners who join themselves to the Lord…I will bring to 
my holy mountain and make joyful in my house of 
prayer.” 
              Scholars hold that there might be three very logical 
and loving reasons that the Lord engaged in what appeared 
to be a very derogatory and demeaning conversation with 
this Canaanite woman who desires to have a demon driven 
out of her daughter. 1.) Jesus uses this conversation to 
teach His followers a lesson on love and that prejudice and 
bias had no place in their ministry. (Recall the disciples 
come to Jesus to ask him to send the woman away 
because she keeps calling out to them.)  2.) Jesus uses this 
conversation to test the woman’s faith as He displays the 
prejudice He has heard and experienced, but does not 
hold, as He was free of all sin. 3.) St. Matthew is 
emphasizing that Jesus is the Messiah as He fulfills the 
words of Isaiah, “foreigners who join themselves to the 
Lord,” and that we must be like the woman, who is single-
minded, in our devotion to the Lord. 
               Today, in 2020, riots rage across our land as many 
people feel there is still great bias against certain cultures 
and certain people. As I write this on a Monday morning, 
severe riots raged in Chicago overnight. Today, we do not 
worship the many Canaanite gods, but rather the many 
gods of culture from social activities, sports, selling, and 
buying — so many things that seem to keep us away from 
the sacraments and our spiritual life. May we come to 
know the Good News — that there is only ONE LORD…ONE 
FAITH…ONE BAPTISM! 
 
 
 
       Rev. Paul van de Crommert 
         Pastor 

       “He (Jesus) said in reply, “It is not right to take the 
food of children and throw it to the dogs.”  
                                                                             -St. Matthew 
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Stewardship of Gratitude 
 Sound stewardship is more than just giving coins but 
also coming to the Lord in daily prayer as well as coming 
to church, if we feel we can, during this time of Covid-
19. This past couple of weekends, we have seen some of 
our strongest attendance since we started to resume 
our public Masses last May. Last weekend I am 
estimating we are in the neighborhood of between 250–
300 people total for all three Masses. Our daily Mass 
attendance at 6:00 P.M. has also been climbing with 
more than 20 people in attendance last week on 
Thursday. Mass attendance is not where we were prior 
to the pandemic, but is much better than just a few 
short weeks ago. People are beginning to embrace a 
“new normal.” In some of the recent weeks, are 
combined attendances would have comfortably filled 
Holy Rosary’s church one time. I have found the Sunday 
Mass at 10:00 A.M. particularly prayerful, even though 
we are outside. We have had remarkably quiet Sunday 
mornings with neither lawn mowers mowing, nor many 
cars cruising by on Sherman Street. People can be 
seated in the shade; there seems to be no trouble with 
our “state bird,” the mosquito, and I am certainly finding 
those Masses most prayerful. 
 I certainly would encourage our parishioners, who 
don’t have any underlying health conditions, to 
consider attending Mass outside at 10:00 A.M. As 
stated previously, I believe giving God an hour of our 
week outside is far safer than going inside some of our 
major grocery stores. I am particularly struck by the 
number of older parishioners who have attended and 
continue to attend when they would have a good 
excuse to stay at home. Worshippers say that it is kind 
of like a liturgical picnic. I believe our parish is doing an 
EXCELLENT job observing social distancing, which I am 
discovering, is not always the case in all parishes. 
 Thank you to those of you that continue to faithfully 
give, whether you are at the Mass or watching from 
home. As always, thank you for your gifts of your time, 
talent and treasure! 

Welcome to Holy Rosary! 
Are you new to the area and would like to 
join our growing Holy Rosary parish family? 
Just go to holyrosarynorthmankato.com/
membership-registration and download the registration 
forms to fill out. You can also simply send us your contact 
information via an easy-to-use form and we will mail you a 
hard copy of those forms. Come join our growing Holy 
Rosary parish family!  

Our Gifts to God & Holy Rosary 

Adult Contributions $8,885.00 
Electronic Giving $1,644.11 
Plate Collection $98.00 
Junior Collection $23.00 
Assumption of Mary $115.00 
 
Weekly Offering Total $10,765.11 
Weekly offering goal is set at $10,300.00 
 

Bridging the Gap $0.00 
Additional Weekly Income $650.00 
Grand Total $11,415.11 
Total weekly stewardship goal is set at $13,200.00 

 

Thank you for your gifts of gratitude to God! 

Stewardship of Gratitude 

Thought For the Week 

Need a Mask? 
 Reusable cloth masks are available 
for purchase in the Parish Office during 
normal business hours.   
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The Week Ahead 

Monday, August 17:    
 6:00 pm - Mass -  John Klaseus† 

Tuesday, August  18: 
 Private Mass - Colleen Bianchi† 

Wednesday, August 19: 
 6:00 pm - Mass -  Mille Enzenauer† 

Thursday, August 20: 
 6:00 pm - Mass - Steve Fitterer 

Friday, August 21:   
 6:00 pm  - Mass -  Bonnie Varuska† 

Saturday, August 22: 
 3:00 pm - Recorded Mass - People of Holy Rosary 
 Parish (Reservations are REQUIRED for this Mass.)  
 5:00 pm - Mass - Dennis Hollund† 

Sunday, August 23: 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 10:00 am –  Mass - Art & Bertha Theuninck† 

Upcoming Parish Events 
 

  Recycle Sale - Thurs-Sat, August 20th-22nd, 
School Gym 

 Faith Formation Registration Begins - Monday, August 
24th - Monday, September 21st  

 Faith Formation Catechist/Staff Inservice - Monday, 
September 14th, Conf Rm 1 

 Faith Formation Classes begin for Grades 6-9 - 
Wednesday, September 16th, 6:30 pm, School Gym 

 16th Annual Mass in the Park - Sunday, September 
20th, 10:00 am, Church grounds 

 Faith Formation Classes begin for Grades 1-5 - 
Wednesday, September 23rd, 6:30 pm, School Gym 

 November Fest (modified) - Sunday, November 8th, 
10:00 am - 2:00 pm, Church/School Gym 

Holy Rosary Catholic Online! 
      This week, KEYC 
contacted us and 
wanted to cover the 
great response that we 
have had on our 
church sign quote: 
“Thou shalt wear a 
mask.”  Hygenesis 
20:20.  Maybe some of 
you saw the story on 

the KEYC News at 6:00 P.M. on Monday evening. Our 
notion to update our sign as a modern means to spread 
the Good News (and even a smile) seems to have some 
merit and is paying off.  
        As we continue to post the weekend liturgies on-
line, we also continue to have a good response in this 
area as well. At this point, we have had over 7,500 views 
of our Masses since we started recording them last 
March. Again this past week I have been receiving 
numerous calls and notes in appreciation for what we 
are doing as a parish staff to keep the community of faith 
informed during this time of Covid-19.  
           We continue to change and update our messages 
on our electronic sign. I encourage you to stop and look if 
you are out for a walk, or maybe slow down when driving 
on Sherman St. and see what is on the sign!  This 
weekend’s homily theme is: “Two Against One”! Keep 
watching and reading! If you have something spiritual or 
something to smile about, let us know! It might go up in 
LIGHTS! 

River of Life Prayer Group 
 River of Life is an ecumenical charismatic 
prayer group that has met in Mankato/North 
Mankato since 1969. The group will begin 
meeting again on Friday, September 4th and 

18th, from 1:00-3:00 P.M. in the church basement. The 
meeting schedule is as follows: 
20-30 minutes of Praise & Worship led by  guitar 
20-30 minute Biblical teaching from one of the group 

members who is called to teach or share their faith 
The last portion of the meeting is spent in prayer for the 

world, nation, region, city, or individual requests 
 Please consider joining us. All are welcome! For more 
information, you may contact Darlene Schorn, the 
Communications Coordinator, at 507-779-6751,  or email 
jdschorn@hickorytech.net. 

Job Opportunities at Loyola 
 Loyola is hiring a head girls’ soccer coach. For more 
information, contact John Landkamer at:  
jlandkamer@ loyolacatholicschool.org. 
 Loyola is also hiring a Director of Development to support 
and sustainably strengthen our Advancement Department. The 
Director will help assist in our fundraising efforts, manage and 
train current staff, and be a key player in our future campaign 
efforts. If you or someone you know is qualified for this 
position, please contact Trudi Clements, 507-388-0606. 
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STEWARDSHIP CORNER 

Diocesan United Fund (D.U.F.) Diocesan Priest Pension 
Fund/ Medical,  Care Comp Ins, and Priest Care Fund:                                           

Paid to Date: $1,930.51 
               DUE: $83,446.38 

Annual Diocesan Ministries Appeal (D.M.A.): 
  Paid to Date: $0.00 

   (*Last year’s goal): $33,183.26 
Loyola Catholic School Assessment: 

Pd to Date: $33,200.00 
            DUE: $162,257.53  

 
        Total  Paid to Date 2020-21:          $35,130.51        

Apostolate stewardship for 2020-21:       $278,887.17 
 

       This week we took another step forward in faith 

as we contributed another $5,000.00 towards our 

stewardship commitment to Loyola Catholic School. 

This week’s contribution pushes us over the $30,000 

mark by a couple of thousands of dollars ($32,000, to 

be exact), which is pretty good stewardship, as the 

school year is still three weeks away. We are still not 

where we were at in our school stewardship from last 

year by about $20,000.   However, last year at this 

time, we had been given a major gift through a 

memorial that we had used towards our Loyola 

commitment. In these next weeks and months, 

through the remainder of this calendar year of 2020, I 

will try to be aggressive in our stewardship to the 

Catholic School to see that if, with single-minded 

devotion, we might bring this stewardship 

commitment to a close on or before Christmas!  

          The Good News is that our parish expenses 

(other than the infrastructure improvement of 

replacing our air-conditioning chiller in the weeks 

ahead) are down to the most basic of expenses, such 

as salaries, utilities, and insurance. The expense for 

this final exterior project comes to a total of 

$108,000.00. We will be covering this from our parish 

reserve when the bill comes due later this year.  

Hopefully, the parish will be able to recoup a good 

deal of this capital outlay as we get further into the 

New Year of 2021. I am still hoping that we will 

conclude the Fiscal Year of 2020-2021 in the black. 

Are we not supposed to be people of FAITH in matters 

of both the spiritual and temporal life? As always, 

thank you for your gifts!!! 

 Loyola’s goal is to open fully in person on September 
1st, in accordance with guidelines released by the Diocese 
of Winona-Rochester and in collaboration with state and 
local officials. Plans continue to evolve, so please monitor 
our website for the latest updates regarding decisions for 
the 2020-21 school year. If you would like more 
information regarding enrollment at Loyola for fall 2020, 
please call 507-388-0600.  
 Interested in enrolling for the 2020-21 school year? 
Call us!  507-388-0600  
 

The Schola Foundation 
 The Schola Hall of Fame induction ceremony has been 
postponed due to COVID-19. Additional information will 
be provided as soon as it is available.   
 

CRUSADER GOLF CLASSIC: Monday, August 24, 2020, 
Mankato Golf Club. An Early Bird Discount is applicable if 
you register before July 31, 2020. Registration is now open 
online! Join us for an 18-hole golf scramble to support 
Loyola Catholic School. Registration and details can be 
found at  www.crusadergolfclassic.com. 
 

Your parish support makes all we do, 

learn, and celebrate at Loyola possible.   

 

Leading through Faith, Academic Excellence, and Service. 
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Faith Formation continued... 

Thank You Knights of 

Columbus! 
 Last week, our local Knights of 

Columbus agreed to cover the cost 

of a new portable sound system. 

Our present system is very old and 

has become very temperamental 

and unreliable. We’ve had to make 

last minute changes before the 

outdoor Mass on Sunday, as it 

would produce only a lot of loud 

static. Repairing the system would 

cost hundreds of dollars with no 

guarantee that it would work well for any length of time. 

A new system is much smaller, compact and more 

reliable. The cost of a new system is slightly in excess of 

$1,000. We are most grateful to the Knights of Columbus 

who have been good stewards of the parish’s technology 

needs in the past years, from the sound system, to our 

electronic sign, which has become very popular recently. 

Of course, even new sound systems need to be treated 

like fine crystal. I will be extra vigilant that our new 

system will be cautiously assembled and disassembled 

by trained volunteers, in order that the system will have 

a long life. Thank you Knights for this generous gift that 

will get lots of use not only for our outdoor Masses but 

also for our Faith Formation liturgies that will be held on 

Wednesdays this fall in our former school gymnasium. 

Thank you for your gifts!  

  Faith Formation 

Planning 
 In keeping with the 
directives of the Diocese of 
New Ulm and  the CDC, we 
are planning a Faith 
Formation program for September 2020 that will be both 
old and new. As in the past, we will be meeting on 
Wednesday evenings at 6:30 P.M. We will also be 
alternating students attending class, with grades 1-5 
attending on one Wednesday and the grades 6-9 
attending on the next Wednesday. 
        What will be NEW this year is that, with the fears of 
Covid-19 and need for social distancing, the Holy Eucharist 
will be celebrated in the school gymnasium, not the 
church. If the weather this fall is exceptionally nice, we 
may have these Wednesday liturgies outdoors on Grant 
Avenue as we have been doing these past months, with 
great success. Parents will be responsible for their own 
children, and attend the Wednesday liturgy with their 
children . If possible, we would encourage both parents to 
be in attendance, but we understand that this is not 
always possible with younger children at home or work 
schedules. If both parents are working, a trusted family 
member or neighbor could also be an alternative.  
          During the Liturgy of the Word, the children in 
grades 1-5 will come forward and, like the experience of 
the 10:00 A.M. Mass prior to Covid-19, will break off with 
a catechist for 15-20 minutes while Father instructs the 
parents, other family members, and parishioners that 
remain in attendance. After this brief time of 
simultaneous instruction, the children will rejoin their 
families and celebrate the Eucharistic prayer and receive 
Holy Communion if they wish. Each session will have a 
specific theme. Grades 6-9 will also be required to be 
accompanied by a parent or guardian, but there will be no 
dismissal rite, as they are mature enough to comprehend 
the message that the pastor will be teaching that evening. 
 Packets are being prepared along with registration, 
tuition requirements, full semester schedule, permission 
slips, and fuller details of the program. We are blessed 
that we have most of our catechists in place. We must 
always remember that the Church teaches that the priest 

is the primary teacher of the faith in the parish, but that 
the parents are the primary teacher of the faith for their 
family. This year has the makings of great spiritual growth 
potential for both parents and their children. May we pray 
to our Blessed Mother Mary of the Most Holy Rosary to 
intercede for us on our Faith Formation program this 
coming fall! Watch your mail for the Faith Formation 
packet at the close of this month!!! See you in 
September! 

 
This Week’s Sanctuary Light Intention:  

Amanda & Jeremy Wyrowski Family 
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NovemberFest 2020! 
     I know it sounds like a long way 
off, but in about 12 weeks we will 
be celebrating a scaled-down 
version of our 6th Annual 

November Fest, albeit under some unusual conditions!  
 
Raffle Ticket – Cash Prizes: 
      I am encouraged by some of the parishes in our 
Diocese of New Ulm, from Sleepy Eye to our Cathedral 
parish, that still have been having success with their 
festivals. I encourage you to review this week’s bulletin 
insert and consider a cash donation to this year’s raffle. 
We have had some more donations come in and have 
over $3,000 in cash prizes, but we still have a ways to go. 
Your donations can be either public or anonymous if you 
wish. Smaller monetary donations may possibly be 
combined with larger donations. 
 
Silent Auction – Live and Virtual 
        We are also starting to welcome new quality items, 
antiques, quality collectibles, gift cards, etc. for our Silent 
Auction. This year we plan to extend the time of the Silent 
Auction from a few hours on the day of the festival to 
days and even a week or more by having it online. We will 
also have the items on display during the festival, with 
updated bids from the online bidding. Many churches, as 
well as retail antique dealers, have had great success with 
online auctions. 
 
Save the Date -   November 8th! 
          Although our activities will be greatly diminished 
from other years, there will still be an opportunity to 
attend Mass, with perhaps a few songs during the homily, 
take out meals (some eat-in seating will be available), as 
well as a chance to bid on the Silent Auction items, and 
browse for some bargains at Grandma’s Attic.  
           Covid-19 has required us to come up with new and 
creative ways to operate our fundraisers for a few more 
months. May we surprise ourselves with an even more 
successful day than we could imagine, both through 
parishioners participation and the stewardship success of 
this day. Thank you for your support!  

Prayers and support for all of our sick and injured 
of Holy Rosary Parish 

Our prayers go out to all of the sick and injured in our 
parish who are at home, in the hospital, nursing homes or 
assisted-living residences. May God bless them and keep 
them under His guidance and protection!   

For Our Families 
Monday Steven & Mary Jo Kaiser 
Tuesday Richard & Kathleen Lamont 
Wednesday Jared & Rachael Jaqua 
Thursday Tom & Shirley Senden 
Friday Jill Schauer 
Saturday Paul & Karen Harguth 
Sunday Joe & Vicki Galli 

Home Visitation: If you wish to have yourself or a loved 
one receive the sacraments, Holy Communion or a personal 
pastoral visit, please call our coordinator, Lorraine Klaseus 
at 507-388-4932 

Lord, Hear Our Prayers 

For Those Who Are Ill & Special Needs 
 Arnie & Eileen Wadekamper, Mary Kelly, Molly 
Viehweg,  Mary McVicker, Steve Drummer, Ruth Fitterer, 
Steve Fitterer, Delores Haubrich, Dave Neubert, Joe Galli,  
Betty Goettlicher, Tim Brown, Anne Doyle,  Dave Grams, 
Kathy Fredrickson, Will Shumacher, Mickey Meyer, Carol 
Boruff, Jerry Winters, Elmer Heirigs, Kimberly Wegscheid 

For Those in the Military 
Nick Blace Matt McGraw William Backes 
Jared Hiniker Christopher Schmidt  Ben Barsness 
Dana Schiller Anna Drummer Timothy Eick  
Mark Hansen  

This Week’s Readings 
Mon: Ez 24:15-24/Mt 19:16-22 (419)  
Tues: Ez 28:1-10/Mt 19:23-30 (420)  
Weds: Ez 34:1-11/Mt 20:1-16 (421)     
Thurs: Ez 36:23-28/Mt 22:1-14 (422)  
Fri:  Ez 37:1-14/Mt 22:34-40 (423)    
Sat:  Ez 43:1-7ab/Mt 23:1-12 (424)   
Sun: Is 22:19-23/Rom 11:33-36/Mt 16:13-20 (121) Pss I  

Prayer Chain 

 If you have a short term prayer request or 
prayer of thanksgiving for our prayer chain to 
pray for, please call Teresa Kolstad at 327-9810.   


