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         During this time 
of pandemic, I have 
discovered something 
about myself that I 
guess I always knew, 
but maybe I didn’t 
acknowledge until 

now.  Specifically, at the end of the day, I have fallen 
into the habit of watching an hour or so of television 
(and  often falling asleep while doing so), and reaffirmed  
my need for not just holiness, but a bit of humor.  As I 
scroll through the channels, I am always looking for 
something that will make me laugh.  
           There was a time when the late-night talk shows 
were funny, but now they are far too political and 
almost fanatical. The other night, I caught part of a 
cartoon movie. It was entertaining because it was funny. 
I also find the comedy of Jerry Seinfeld very funny. I 
recall once seeing him perform live on stage in the Twin 
Cities. I have never laughed so hard, and it was all good, 
clean fun. Seinfeld was neither crude nor racy in any 
way. He didn’t say curse words for shock value like so 
many comedians feel as though they need to do — 
which I never find very funny. When they say you 
laughed so hard you split your gut, well, I felt it almost 
happened to me that night that I saw Seinfeld perform 
publicly as he talked about such simple things as coffee 
cups or watching television with his kids. 
          In one Seinfeld episode I recently re-watched, 
Jerry’s friend George says that he is planning to go on a 
vacation. Jerry reminds him that vacations are for those 
who work. Then Seinfeld shouts at his friend George: 
“George, you are unemployed!”  
           By the time that you read this, I will be out west. I 
had a strong internal debate with myself wondering if it 
would be wise to vacation out west, with the current 
pandemic. However, the destination is a rented home 
with no hotel or motel stays; I do not plan to eat out 

(continued on next page) 

much; and touring will be in large part from a car looking 
through the window. But as long as the guitar is in the 
back seat, it is all good.  
           Recently, I was speaking with a friend of mine who 
lives with her husband on a farm. She told me that 
because of the pandemic, she has never worked so hard 
in her life doing physical work. I have to agree with her 
that I think the last time I did so much physical work, 
specifically  painting and cleaning, may have been as a 
summer job after I had graduated from college, or while 
in high school working on my parent’s farm. 
          Since the start of public Masses back in May, the 
office work and the sacramental work has increased 
exponentially. I am often writing these articles late in the 
night, as I am doing again for this particular Quill and the 
Cloth. Just the other weekend, I celebrated 1 wedding, 1 
holy day Mass, and 3 weekend Masses in the span of a 
little less than 48 hours. Are you surprised when I fall 
asleep in front of the television? And even though our 
attendance is much smaller at the liturgies than in the 
past, the work of setting up, saying, Mass, and setting 
things away is as much work, or maybe even more work, 
as we are doing these outdoor Masses on a weekly basis. 
Plus, I have been taking on the extra spiritual work of 
coming up with a song on the guitar, although that 
“work” is a blending of work and pleasure together. 
          Today’s readings are all about the “hard work” of 
holiness. In the first reading, Jeremiah speaks about the 
spiritually hard work of being a prophet, telling his 
readers about how God duped him as a prophet. He 
speaks about his mistreatment as a prophet, but still 
feels compelled to proclaim God’s message of Good 
News as he says: “…I grow weary holding it (God’s 
word) in, I cannot endure it.”  Psalm 63 speaks of the 
“soul thirsting for the Lord,” I suppose as one might thirst 
for a vacation. St. Paul tells the Roman community in the 
second reading that they should specifically do the 
spiritual work for God of, “offer(ing) their bodies as a 
living sacrifice.” Finally, in the Gospel from St. Matthew, 
the evangelist writes that Jesus tells the apostles the 
hard work of holiness He is about to take on, namely 
dying as the Savior on the Cross of Calvary. St. Peter 
challenges the Lord’s work of salvation as being too 
stressful, to intense and says, “God forbid Lord! No such 
thing shall EVER happen to you.” Jesus seems very 
justifiably angry and calls St. Peter “Satan.” Then, Jesus 

        “For the Son of Man will come with His angels in His 
Father’s glory, and then He will repay all according to his 
conduct.”                                                            - St. Matthew 
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Stewardship of Gratitude 

Our Gifts to God & Holy Rosary 

Adult Contributions $4,833.00 
Electronic Giving $3,566.76 
Plate Collection $118.15 
Junior Collection $32.25 
Raffle Prize Donations $1,895.00 
Assumption Collection $50.00 
 
Weekly Offering Total $10,495.16 
Weekly offering goal is set at $10,300.00 
 

Bridging the Gap $0.00 
Additional Weekly Income $359.71 
Grand Total $10,854.87 
Total weekly stewardship goal is set at $13,200.00 

 

Thank you for your gifts of gratitude to God! 

Stewardship of Gratitude 

Thought For the Week 

proceeds to challenge both Peter and the other 
apostles to the hard work of discipleship and holiness 
with the following faith job description: “…Whoever 
wishes to come after Me must deny himself, take up his 
cross, and follow me. For whoever wishes to save his 
life will lose it but whoever loses his life for my sake will 
find it.”   
         The Good News of all of the readings for this 22nd 
Sunday in Ordinary Time, in one form or another, seems 
to be, from the prophet Jeremiah to the person of Jesus, 
that if we do the hard work of holiness, we will one day 
be rewarded with a holy rest, an “eternal vacation” if 
you will, by sharing with the Savior in the great and 
eternal banquet of heaven and everlasting life. As I 
continue my vacation after months of hard, holy work in 
the parish, I hear that the mountains are calling me, but 
they told me to say “Hi to you!” “Oh look, I think I just 
saw the ghost of John Denver!!! Gotta go! Wait up 
John!” Have a good week! I know I will!   
 
  
 
 
       Rev. Paul van de Crommert 
         Pastor 

 
This Week’s Sanctuary Light Intention:  

Clare & Ruth Birgen† 

Mountains and hills, bless 
the Lord. Everything 

growing from the earth, 
bless the Lord.  

       - Canticle of the Three Youths 
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Welcome to Holy Rosary! 
  Are you new to the area and would like to 
join our growing Holy Rosary parish family? 
Just go to holyrosarynorthmankato.com/
membership-registration and download the registration 
forms to fill out. You can also simply send us your contact 
information via an easy to use form and we will mail you a 
hard copy of those forms. Come join our parish family!  

The Week Ahead 
Monday, August 31: Weekday 
 Private Mass -  Liam & Karen Rooney Family 

Tuesday, September 1: Weekday 
 Private Mass - Paul & Karen Harguth Family 
 6:30 pm - CCW Meeting - Church lower level 

Wednesday, September 2: Weekday 
 Private Mass -  Jerry Freeburg 

Thursday, September 3: Saint Gregory the Great, 
Pope and Doctor of the Church  
 Private Mass - Megan Ochs Family 

Friday, September 4: Weekday 
 Private Mass -  Shane Hagen Family 

Saturday, September 5: Weekday [BVM] 
 3:00 pm - Recorded Mass - People of Holy Rosary  
 5:00 pm - Mass - Elaine Helget 

Sunday, September 6: 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 10:00 am –  Mass - Juliette Shamp† 

Mass in the Park-ing  

Area on Grant Ave! 
 Can you believe that our annual Mass 
in the Park(ing) area of Grant Avenue is 
just 3 weeks away?!  It will be held this 
year on Sunday, September 20th at 10:00 

A.M. Although this is our 16th Annual outdoor Mass, we 
have had many outdoor Masses because of the 
pandemic. This Mass will not be held in the park, but on 
the street on Grant Avenue, where normally we park 
cars.  We encourage you to bring your lawn chairs, 
although some chairs will be provided. 
      While we will be a bit limited on the lyrics that can be 
sung and the lunch that can be served, I am still planning 
a bit of music. There will also a complimentary bag lunch 
catered by JD Truffles. The bag lunch will include either a 
ham or turkey sandwich, chips, dessert, and a choice of a 
soda or bottled water. You are welcome to stay and eat 
your lunch around the church grounds, or, if you wish, 
take your lunch home. Weather permitting, we will 
provide some additional seating outside, possibly some 
picnic tables.  
        In order for the parish to have sufficient meals for 
everyone, we ask that you either call, stop by the office, 
or throw the slip below in the mail to indicate how many 
meals your family would like. We would need to know by 
no later than Thursday, September 17th at 12:00 P.M. We 
hope to see many of you there. Besides an RSVP for the 
meal, I also ask for a pastoral favor — that you would 
pray for favorable weather! In the event of rain, the 
Mass would be held in the gymnasium, and you would be 
welcome to spread out through the school building to 
enjoy lunch. 

16th Annual Mass in the Park(ing)           

    ….area of Grant Avenue 

Sunday, September 20th, 10:00am 
  

        ______  # of Turkey Sandwich Lunches     ______  # of Ham Sandwich Lunches     
  

Name ____________________________________________________ 
 

**Please return this to the parish office no later than Sept. 17th. You may also call 507-387-6501, or email 
hros2@hickorytech.net to RSVP. Thank you!  

In Loving Memory 
 Thank you to Dick Giroux for 
the donation of altar flowers in  
memory of his beloved wife Ardy 
Giroux† on the occasion of her 
birthday. May we keep Dick and 
Ardy† in our prayers.  
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STEWARDSHIP CORNER 

Diocesan United Fund (D.U.F.) Diocesan Priest Pension 
Fund/ Medical,  Care Comp Ins, and Priest Care Fund:                                           

Paid to Date: $1,930.51 
               DUE: $83,446.38 

Annual Diocesan Ministries Appeal (D.M.A.): 
  Paid to Date: $0.00 

   (*Last year’s goal): $33,183.26 
Loyola Catholic School Assessment: 

Pd to Date: $28,200.00 
            DUE: $162,257.53  

 
        Total  Paid to Date 2020-21:          $30,130.51        

Apostolate stewardship for 2020-21:       $278,887.17 

Upcoming Parish Events 
   Faith Formation Registration Begins - 
Monday, Aug 24th - Monday, Sept 21st  

 C.C.W. Meeting - Tuesday, September 1st, 
6:30 pm, Church lower level 

 River of Life Prayer Group - Friday, September 4th, 1:00-
3:00 pm, Church lower level 

 Faith Formation Catechist/Staff Inservice - Monday, 
September 14th, Conf Rm 1 

 Faith Formation Classes begin for Grades 6-9 - 
Wednesday, September 16th, 6:30 pm, School Gym 

River of Life Prayer Group - Friday, September 18th, 1:00
-3:00 pm, Church lower level 

 16th Annual Mass in the Park - Sunday, September 
20th, 10:00 am, Church grounds 

 Faith Formation Classes begin for Grades 1-5 - 
Wednesday, September 23rd, 6:30 pm, School Gym 

 November Fest (modified) - Sunday, November 8th, 
10:00 am - 2:00 pm, Church/School Gym 

 Loyola’s goal is to open fully in person on September 
1st, in accordance with guidelines released by the Diocese 
of Winona-Rochester and in collaboration with state and 
local officials. A working task force continues shaping 
plans that would ensure a safe return to school for our 
students, staff, and families, as the health and wellbeing 
of our school community remains our utmost concern. 
Plans continue to evolve, so please monitor our website 
for the latest updates regarding decisions for the 2020-21 
school year. If you would like more information regarding 
enrollment at Loyola for fall 2020, please call 507-388-
0600.  
  
Loyola has the following positions available: Full-time 
Health/Phy Ed teacher, Part-time Cafeteria Attendants, 
Part-time Paraprofessionals (study hall supervisor, recess 
monitor, etc.) 
 

 Interested in enrolling for the 2020-21 school year? 
Call us!  507-388-0600  
 

Your parish support makes all we do, 

learn, and celebrate at Loyola possible.   

 

Leading through Faith, Academic Excellence, and Service. 

CCW Recycle Sale a HUGE Success!  
 Hats off to the hardworking women of the CCW  for the 
success of their Recycle Sale last weekend! The event made 
over $3,500! Special kudos to Mary Grams, Maxine Davis, 
Marilyn Streit, Diane McConnell and Barb Wegsheid who 
worked many hours sorting, organizing and pricing the items. 
Thanks also to the Knights of Columbus, who helped set up 
and tear down the tables.  Finally, thanks to everyone who 
donated!  As you can see by the pictures, there was a LOT of 
great stuff to offer for sale!  
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Faith Formation continued... 

Silent Auction Basket 
Donations Needed!  

     Last year, the creativity and thought 
that went into the Silent Auction Baskets 
was amazing!  We would love to have 
some of those wonderful themed baskets 
for our Silent Auction again this year.  We 

have many baskets of various sizes available - they are 
located just outside the parish office in the school building, 
and there will be some in the back of church. Baskets need 
to be returned by November 1st. Thank you!!!  

  Faith Formation Planning 
 In keeping with the directives 
of the Diocese of New Ulm and  
the CDC, we are planning a Faith 
Formation program for September 
2020 that will be both old and 
new. As in the past, we will be 
meeting on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 P.M. We will 
also be alternating students attending class, with grades 1-
5 attending on one Wednesday and the grades 6-9 
attending on the next Wednesday. 
        What will be NEW this year is that, with the fears of 
Covid-19 and need for social distancing, the Holy Eucharist 
will be celebrated in the school gymnasium, not the 
church. If the weather this fall is exceptionally nice, we 
may have these Wednesday liturgies outdoors on Grant 
Avenue as we have been doing these past months, with 
great success. Parents will be responsible for their own 
children, and attend the Wednesday liturgy with their 
children . If possible, we would encourage both parents to 
be in attendance, but we understand that this is not 
always possible with younger children at home or work 
schedules. If both parents are working, a trusted family 
member or neighbor could also be an alternative.  
          During the Liturgy of the Word, the children in 
grades 1-5 will come forward and, like the experience of 
the 10:00 A.M. Mass prior to Covid-19, will break off with 
a catechist for 15-20 minutes while Father instructs the 
parents, other family members, and parishioners that 
remain in attendance. After this brief time of 
simultaneous instruction, the children will rejoin their 
families and celebrate the Eucharistic prayer and receive 
Holy Communion if they wish. Each session will have a 
specific theme. Grades 6-9 will also be required to be 
accompanied by a parent or guardian, but there will be no 
dismissal rite, as they are mature enough to comprehend 
the message that the pastor will be teaching that evening. 
 Packets are being prepared along with registration, 
tuition requirements, full semester schedule, permission 
slips, and fuller details of the program. We are blessed 
that we have most of our catechists in place. We must 
always remember that the Church teaches that the priest 

is the primary teacher of the faith in the parish, but that 
the parents are the primary teacher of the faith for their 
family. This year has the makings of great spiritual growth 
potential for both parents and their children. May we pray 
to our Blessed Mother Mary of the Most Holy Rosary to 
intercede for us on our Faith Formation program this 
coming fall! Watch your mail for the Faith Formation 
packet at the close of this month!!! See you in 
September! 

Council of Catholic 
Women News 

 The Holy Rosary C.C.W. will  meet on Tuesday, 
September 1st at 6:30 pm in the church basement. All 
women of the parish are welcome to attend!  
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Prayers and support for all of our sick and injured 
of Holy Rosary Parish 

Our prayers go out to all of the sick and injured in our 
parish who are at home, in the hospital, nursing homes or 
assisted-living residences. May God bless them and keep 
them under His guidance and protection!   

For Our Families 
Monday Richard & Shelia Lyons 
Tuesday Tim & Marya Flynn 
Wednesday Mary Wersal 
Thursday Diane McConnell 
Friday Mat & Mackenzie Duck 
Saturday Bob & Dolly Meyer 
Sunday Betty Rykhus 

Home Visitation: If you wish to have yourself or a loved 
one receive the sacraments, Holy Communion or a personal 
pastoral visit, please call our coordinator, Lorraine Klaseus 
at 507-388-4932 

Lord, Hear Our Prayers 

For Those Who Are Ill & Special Needs 
 Arnie & Eileen Wadekamper, Mary Kelly, Molly 
Viehweg,  Mary McVicker, Steve Drummer, Ruth Fitterer, 
Steve Fitterer, Delores Haubrich, Dave Neubert, Joe Galli,  
Betty Goettlicher, Tim Brown, Anne Doyle,  Dave Grams, 
Kathy Fredrickson, Will Shumacher, Mickey Meyer, Carol 
Boruff, Jerry Winters, Kimberly Wegscheid 

For Those in the Military 
Nick Blace Matt McGraw William Backes 
Jared Hiniker Christopher Schmidt  Ben Barsness 
Dana Schiller Anna Drummer Timothy Eick  
Mark Hansen  

This Week’s Readings 
Mon: 1 Cor 2:1-5/Lk 4:16-30 (431)  
Tues: 1 Cor 2:10b-16/Lk 4:31-37 (432)       
Weds: 1 Cor 3:1-9/Lk 4:38-44 (433)  
Thurs: 1 Cor 3:18-23/Lk 5:1-11 (434)  
Fri:  1 Cor 4:1-5/Lk 5:33-39 (435)   
Sat:  1 Cor 4:6b-15/Lk 6:1-5 (436)   
Sun:  Ez 33:7-9/Rom 13:8-10/Mt 18:15-20 (127) Pss III 

Prayer Chain 

 If you have a short term prayer request or 
prayer of thanksgiving for our prayer chain to 
pray for, please call Teresa Kolstad at 327-9810.   

NovemberFest 2020! 
     In 9 weeks, we will be 
celebrating a downsized version of 
our 6th Annual November Fest.  
The initial response has been 

unbelievably good!  
 
Raffle Ticket – Cash Prizes: 
 We are only a few dollars away from breaking the 
$5,000 mark for cash prizes. In the past week, we took in 
more than $2,000 and only now have begun to seek 
support from the broader parish through the bulletin. 
Even the local businesses have been responding with a 
resounding generosity in spite of the pandemic. We have 
the making of the BEST RAFFLE YET! 
 Please note that your donations can be either public 
or anonymous. Smaller monetary donations may possibly 
be combined with larger donations. 
 
Silent Auction – Live and Virtual 
        We are also starting to welcome new quality items, 
antiques, quality collectibles, gift cards, etc. for our Silent 
Auction. This year we plan to extend the time of the Silent 
Auction from a few hours on the day of the festival to 
days and even a week or more by having it online. We will 
also have the items on display during the festival, with 
updated bids from the online bidding. Many churches, as 
well as retail antique dealers, have had great success with 
online auctions. 
 
Save the Date -   November 8th! 
          Although our activities will be greatly reduced from 
past years, there will still be an opportunity to attend 
Mass, with perhaps a few songs during the homily, take 
out meals (some eat-in seating will be available), as well 
as a chance to bid on the Silent Auction items, and browse 
for some bargains at Grandma’s Attic.  
           Covid-19 has forced us to come up with new and 
creative ways to operate our fundraisers for a few more 
months. May we surprise ourselves with an even more 
successful day than we could imagine, both through 
parishioners’ participation and the stewardship success of 
this day. Thank you for your support!  


