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       As I collect my 
thoughts to write this 
column for this 29th 
Sunday in Ordinary 
Time, many of us have 
on our mind the 
upcoming date of 

Tuesday, November 3rd, 2020. Reporters keep reminding 
us that this is really a make or break election with far 
reaching consequences lasting well into the future.  
        Well, having studied a few pages of American history, I 
am here to tell you that this urgency of speech regarding 
the election of the president was as prevalent in the time 
of President Washington as it is today in the time of 
President Trump. In recent modern American history, one 
of the most exciting and equally combative contests for 
the White House came back in 1960, well before some of 
us were even born! 
        The race for the White House was between the well-
established Republican congressman who became the 
Vice-President under the war-hero, President, Dwight D. 
Eisenhower, and a young, handsome, but relatively 
inexperienced war-hero from the small state of 
Massachusetts, Senator John F. Kennedy. To many in the 
political world, at the start of the new decade of the 
1960’s, the election would be a slam-dunk. Nixon would 
be named the next president. Kennedy did not have a  
fighting chance to win the White House.  But the obvious 
choice turned out to be obviously wrong. John F. Kennedy 
would win the presidential election in 1960, and the 
White House by a margin of little more than 100,000 
votes. (President Kennedy won the popular vote by only 
some 113,000 votes of the 68 million votes that were cast 
in the election.) 
        What Kennedy lacked in experience and not being a 
member of the Washington establishment, he made up for 
in charisma, charm and conversation. As a campaigner and 
equally when he became commander and chief, he had an 
uncanny ability to give sensational speeches, (along with a 
sense of humor), that almost read like the scriptures. 

(continued on next page) 

Having read numerous works on Kennedy and having 
studied the modern presidents, I think that before 
Kennedy, the last great presidential writer and speech 
maker, was most likely a Republican, almost a hundred 
years earlier to the day, President Lincoln. 
         One of the physical ailments of President Kennedy 
was his bad back, and it was for this reason the Oval 
Office contained, ironically, a rocking chair,  a style of 
seating normally reserved for old people. However, the 
rocking chair was for the youngest president ever elected 
at age 43, to ease his back pain. (Up to now, President 
Trump is the oldest man ever elected to the Presidency at 
the age of 70. If Biden is elected the next President, he will 
then take the honor of being the oldest man in our nation’s 
history to be elected President at the age of 78 years old. 
Someone joked that while Kennedy had a rocking chair in 
the Oval Office, whoever of the two men in the 2020 
campaign is chosen to be President should have a casket as 
a coffee table in the Oval Office!) 
         But the great spiritual disability that Kennedy 
suffered from and almost prevented him from being 
elected to the Presidency, was that he was the first person 
to be President who was a Roman Catholic. This spiritual 
reality almost derailed Kennedy’s campaign. As I stated 
previously, no matter what your political affiliation, we 
could all agree that Kennedy could both write and deliver 
a great speech. Allow me to share a few lines that he 
spoke to some 500 men in Texas at the Greater Houston 
Ministerial Association, on September 12, 1960. 
          Candidate Kennedy said in part, “…But because I am 
a Catholic, and no Catholic has ever been elected 
president, the real issues in this campaign have been 
obscured – perhaps deliberately, in some quarters less 
responsible than this. So it is apparently necessary for me 
to state once again not what kind of church I believe in – 
for that should be important only to me – but what kind of 
America I believe in.” 
           Kennedy was able to brilliantly turn the discussion 
from “either/or” to “both/and.” The debate was, “As a 
candidate for the presidency are you “either” a leading 
politician “or” are you a lackey for the Pope.” Kennedy 
cleverly said, in so many words, that he is not so much one 
or the other but more a complex individual with the 
dimension of having both a public political side as a 
presidential candidate as well as a private, prayerful side as 
a Roman Catholic. In a sense, the Senator from 
Massachusetts was saying: “I will follow the policies or the 
rules of politics in my public life, but my personal beliefs are 
principals that I hold as a practicing Roman Catholic.” 
Unfortunately, Kennedy goes onto to speak of the 

 “At that Jesus said to them, ‘Then repay to Caesar 
what belongs to Caesar and to God what belongs to 
God.’”                                                                                       
          -St. Matthew 
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separation of the Church and State and that His Catholic 
beliefs will have no bearing on his political leadership 
which would go completely contrary to the Church’s 
teachings and the influence that the Second Vatican 
Council would state a Catholic’s practice of faith should 
have in the public arena. 
          In that same spirit, Christ is presented with an 
“either/or” question. “Is it lawful to pay the census tax to 
Caesar or not?”  If Jesus had said to pay the tax to Rome, 
He would have been seen as a supporter of the repressors, 
namely, the Romans who were occupying their land and 
that would also make Him no true religious leader, much 
less a Messiah. If on the other hand, Jesus had said don’t 
pay the tax to Caesar, he would have been seen as a 
revolutionary, or an insurrectionist and a disrupter of the 
peace to the Roman leadership.    
         Perhaps Kennedy imitated the comments of Christ 
who with great wisdom states that this is not a question of 
“either/or” but rather “both/and.” The Good News is that 
Jesus indicates that one must be a citizen who pays taxes 
to the government, AND ALSO one must be a Christian in 
the world who prays and pays allegiance to God. In other 
words, we have to follow the laws of the land, and we 
also must follow the laws of the Lord. 
          Years ago, I learned in spiritual direction a wise set of 
words from a well experienced priest that I have so often 
used when I was in some debate of some sort. It goes 
simply like this: “Seldom affirm. Never deny. Always 
distinguish!”  Have a good and safe week! Support our 
November Fest that is just 3 weeks away! 
 

         
 
 
       Rev. Paul van de Crommert 
         Pastor 

Stewardship of Gratitude 
      Our Annual November Festival is giving our 
stewardship a good shot in the arm during this time of 
the pandemic (vaccine pun intended), as this past week 
alone we took in nearly $4,000 in tickets for both the 
raffle and the dinner combined, which is excellent, as we 
were a month out from the date as of last Sunday. Thank 
you to all of you who have already purchased your dinner 
or raffle tickets as well as to all of you plan to purchase 
those tickets in the near future! 
       We are still in need of donations for Grandma’s Attic, 
the Silent Auction (online bidding begins this Sunday, 
October 18th at www.holyrosarynorthmankato.com), as 
well as turning in your Raffle Tickets and purchasing your 
Dinner Tickets. Our real stewardship winner comes 
through the Raffle Tickets. This year is the first time we 
have an ALL CASH PRIZE ticket! Turn in your tickets early 
so that that won’t get misplaced. This past week almost 
$3,000 of tickets were returned! As Publisher Clearing 
House says: “YOU MAY HAVE ALREADY WON!” We feel 
you may have won in spirit. All winners will be drawn on 
Sunday, November 8th at 3:00 P.M. You cannot win if you 
do not enter! As always, thank you for your gifts of 
stewardship!       

“The Quill and the Cloth” continued... 

Our Gifts to God & Holy Rosary 

Adult Contributions $3,530.00 
Electronic Giving $2,802.38 
Plate Collection $106.00 
Junior Collection $19.00 
Festival Meal Tickets $1,145.00 
Raffle Tickets $2,715.00 
Bake Sale $289.00 
 
Weekly Offering Total $10,605.38 
Weekly offering goal is set at $10,300.00 
 

Bridging the Gap $0.00 
Additional Weekly Income $240.00 
Grand Total $10,846.38 
Total weekly stewardship goal is set at $13,200.00 

 

Thank you for your gifts of gratitude to God! 

Stewardship of Gratitude 

http://www.holy
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The Week Ahead 
(*Office hours this week will be 9:00 am - 2:00 pm*) 
Monday, October 19: Saints John de Brébeuf and 
Isaac Jogues, Priests, red and Companions, Martyrs  
 Private Mass - Frances Lyons† 

Tuesday, October 20: [Saint Paul of the Cross, Priest]  
 Private Mass - Shane Helget Family 

Wednesday, October 21: Weekday 
 NO FAITH FORMATION CLASSES THIS WEEK 

Thursday, October 22: [Saint John Paul II, Pope]  
 Private Mass - Evelyn Anderson† 

Friday, October 23: [Saint John of Capistrano, Priest]  
 Private Mass - Peter & Jelaine Schreiner Family 

Saturday, October 24: [Saint Anthony Mary Claret, Bishop; 

BVM]  
 NO 3:00 PM RECORDED MASS THIS WEEK 
 5:00 pm - Mass - Gina Sandbo† 

Sunday, October 25: 30th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 10:00 am  - Mass - Paul & Karen Harguth 62nd  
      Wedding Anniversary 

STEWARDSHIP CORNER 

Diocesan United Fund (D.U.F.) Diocesan Priest Pension 
Fund/ Medical,  Care Comp Ins, and Priest Care Fund:                                          

Paid to Date: $10,714.89 
               DUE: $83,446.38 

Annual Diocesan Ministries Appeal (D.M.A.): 
  Paid to Date: $0.00 

   (*Last year’s goal): $33,183.26 
Loyola Catholic School Assessment: 

Pd to Date: $90,000.00 
            DUE: $162,257.53  

Church Air Conditioning Update: 
Pd to Date: $100.00 
            DUE: $108,750.00  

 
        Total  Paid to Date 2020-21:        $100,814.89        

Apostolate stewardship for 2020-21:       $386,887.17   
 

       Our checking account is quite limited as the parish, 
in the first quarter of the Fiscal Year of 2020-2021 paid 
out during this time of pandemic more than 
$100,000.00 to the Diocese of New Ulm and our area 
Catholic School of Loyola. Although we are slightly 
behind in our stewardship contributions by about 
$15,000 from a year ago at this time, we did move the 
needle a degree or two as we took in our first monies of 
$100.00 for the new air-conditioning unit this week. 
$100.00 looks a lot better than $0.00! It is a start! All 
great journeys begin with the first step. As always, 
thank you for your gifts!   

Upcoming Parish Events 
     Knights of Columbus General Meeting - 
October 22nd - @ Morison Ario 

 Faith Formation - Grades 1-5 - Wednesday, 
October 28th. 6:30 pm, school gymnasium 

 November Fest - Sunday, November 8th, 10:00 am - 2:00 
pm, Church/School Gym 

 Confirmation Rehearsal & Sacrament of Reconciliation - 
Tuesday, November 10th, 7:00 pm, Main Church 
(candidates and sponsors) 

 Confirmation Mass - Wednesday, November 11th, 7:00 
pm, Main Church 

  Recorded Mass Update 
 Thank you to the several individuals 
who recently gave me some leads on how 
we can continue providing the recorded 
Masses for our senior homebound 

members as well as those fearful of sickness during this 
time of pandemic. I hope that we will not have any sizable 
break in providing these liturgies to those of you that 
faithfully watch and pray them on a weekly basis. 
       However, as I will be out of town next weekend due to 
retreat, and the availability of our producer and possible 
videographer is tenuous, there will NOT be a recorded 
Mass available online the weekend of October 25th. 
However, we do hope to have the recorded Mass again 
available for you to review on Sunday, November 1st, the 
Feast of All Saints.  Stay tuned! 
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NovemberFest - 
November 8th, 2020! 

 
Fall Festival Fun Facts: 
       We are just 3 WEEKS AWAY 

from the BIG DAY — our 6th Annual November Fest(ival) 
on November 8th! Even though we are still contending with 
Covid-19, I am most pleased with the progress that we 
have made and continue to make for this year’s Festival! 
Specifically, as we are going to press with the parish 
bulletin, we are approaching almost 50 Baked Goods 
Orders from Grandma’s Kitchen; we are nearing 300 
Dinner tickets sold; we have sold over 700 Raffle Tickets 
sold (which is up from last year at this time), and we have 
received nearly 100 Auction items (that you can start 
bidding on this Sunday)! Wow! The stewardship of Holy 
Rosary is pretty impressive!  Keep it coming! Thank you for 
your continued generosity!!! 
 
Dinner Ticket Sales: 
 As stated, we have sold almost 300 
dinner tickets with sales continuing 
daily through the parish office. The 
takeout dinner (which you will be 
allowed to eat in the church social hall or 
on the grounds (weather permitting) will include Truffle 
Catering’s broasted chicken (like we serve at the Vacation 
Raffle -- YUM!!!), cheesy potatoes, mixed vegetables, 
dinner roll and apple crisp for dessert. All of this for the 
price of just $10.00. Children under 12 will be just $5.00. 
The last day to order your meals is Friday, November 6th! 
 

Silent Auction Success: 
        Our Silent Auction is now approaching 
100 prizes, with the number increasing daily. 
You will begin to be able to review and to 
bid the Silent Auction items online beginning 
THIS SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18TH!  Go to our 

website at www.holyrosarynorthmankato.com.  
 
Raffle Tickets: 
           This morning as I reviewed the parish 
finances, it was wonderful to see that our 
festival numbers are up from a year ago at 
this time. Perhaps the increase in our ticket 
sales to our Raffle Ticket is the result: 1.) An 
All Cash Prize Ticket 2.) Less Tickets to Fill 
Out. But whatever the reason, it is wonderful. The big 
question the day after the festival is always: “How many 
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dinners did we serve?” But the real question that should be 
asked is: “How many raffle tickets did we sell?” In truth, the 
heart of the stewardship rests largely in the area of our 
Raffle Tickets. What a wonderful thing if every parishioner 
would take the time to purchase those raffle tickets. Not 
only would you be helping a worthy cause but you also 
might have a chance to receive a return on your small 
stewardship investment. Keep those tickets coming! 
 
November Fest Promotion: 

         Can you be an evangelizer for our annual 
festival? For those of you who pick up a hard 
copy of the bulletin, included is an insert for 
you to post at your work, public place of 
residence, store front, etc. If you read this 

bulletin on-line, would you print a copy or two and do the 
same to get the word out that our 6th Annual Festival is still 
on? Thank you! 

 
Grandma’s Attic: 
           Keep those quality used items 
coming! We have once again discovered  
the Good News that our imaginary  
“Grandma” was a wonderful hoarder! 
Our school lunchroom is half filled with 
LOTS and LOTS of quality items. THIS YEAR GRANDMA’S 
ATTIC WILL BE OPEN THREE DAYS RATHER THAN JUST THE 
ONE DAY OF THE FESTIVAL!!! Grandma’s attic will be 
opening the “attic doors” of our school gymnasium 
beginning on FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 6TH from  2:00-6:00 P.M. 
and Saturday November FROM 7:30 A.M. – 7:00 P.M. On 
the day of the festival, November 8th, Grandma’s Attic will 
be open from 9:00 A.M. to 2:30 P.M. Come early while the 
selection is GREAT!  
              
Grandma’s Kitchen Baked Goods: 

        While present conditions do not permit 
the parish to have a traditional bake sale 
where people bring to the parish home-baked 
items; we are permitted to prepare baked 
items in a controlled environment in our 

parish kitchen as other parishes in our Diocese have done. 
We are already approaching 50 orders for baked goods! 
Included both on our website as well as in our hard copy of 
the bulletin, you are encouraged to place your orders early. 
Payment is due when you return the order form, and the 
items will be ready for pickup on the day of the festival, or 
you can come by the parish center anytime during office 
hours during the week after the festival.         
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First Reconciliation Parent 

Meeting - Thank You! 
 Last Sunday evening we held our 
meeting for our Second Grade parents as 

they are preparing their son/daughter for First 
Reconciliation this winter and also First Holy Communion 
in the spring of 2021. What wonderful parents as we had 
100% attendance! As the children complete the 
expectations, there will be a brief meeting with the 
pastor reviewing their readiness before the reception of 
the sacrament. Then, the children will be making their 
First Reconciliation individually in the weeks ahead. 
Blessings to our parents and our young pupils as they 
prepare for this important Sacrament of Penance! 

  Diocesan Training Coming Up  
      The Diocese of New Ulm requires annually that a 
portion of class time be dedicated to instruction through 
the VIRTUS program. We are also required by the Diocese 
to inform parents publicly that If for any reason you DO 
NOT wish to have their son or daughter participate in this  
VIRTUS program as part of the instruction for grades 1-5 on 
October 28th, please call the Parish office prior to that 
particular Wednesday to inform us of this decision. Thank 
you! 

 
This Week’s Sanctuary Light Intention:  

Bob Frederick† 

Confirmation Classes Concluded 

 Confirmation Rehearsal – November 10th – 7:00 P.M. 
 Confirmation Mass – November 11th – 7:00 P.M. 

          This past Sunday we finally completed 
our class instruction for the Confirmation 
class of 2020. Nearly all of the students 
were in attendance and were most attentive 
as we addressed one last time the 
importance of receiving the Holy Eucharist 
and reviewed a written exam to test how 

much spiritual knowledge that they had acquired over 
these past months.  
           There are a small number of students who need to 
complete their service hours in the coming days. Please 
call Lorraine Klaseus at 388-4932 if you have any questions 
in this regard. This Diocesan requirement must be 
completed prior to the Confirmation Mass on Wednesday, 
November 11th. 
            Although there is a conflict with a small number of 
students for the Confirmation rehearsal on Tuesday, 
November 10th, the day before the actual Confirmation 
liturgy; polling the students as to their availability to have 
the rehearsal on November 9th, proved to be difficult for 
even more students. Pastorally, I am asking that if the 
Sacrament of Confirmation is central and most important 
to our immortal soul, that you prioritize this scheduled 
time above all other extracurricular activities. A letter was 
sent out to all of the families at the start of the school year 
indicating that since the Confirmation was being done in-
house by the pastor and not the bishop, it was possible to 
move the date to the weekend or a more convenient time 
versus the middle of the week. The vast majority of 
Confirmation families supported to keep the date as it was 
presently standing on Wednesday November 11th. Having 
a rehearsal for teenagers, days before an event, tends not 
to work out very well liturgically for remembering what 
they need to do at the time of the celebration.  I am sorry 
for any inconvenience. Continue to attend Mass and we 
will see you at the Confirmation rehearsal (with your 
masks) on Tuesday, November 10th at 7:00 P.M. in the 
main church. 

  No Faith Formation This 

Week  

        Due to Father’s annual private 
retreat that takes place in October, 
there will be no scheduled Faith 

Formation this Wednesday for grades 1-9, as was already 
noted in the fall schedule that was sent out to every 
household. The Wednesday Faith Formation liturgies will 
resume for grades 1-5, next Wednesday, October 28th at 
6:30 P.M. This event will be held in the school 
gymnasium. We ask that you enter though the main west 
doors on Sherman St.   
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Prayers and support for all of our sick and injured 
of Holy Rosary Parish 

Our prayers go out to all of the sick and injured in our 
parish who are at home, in the hospital, nursing homes or 
assisted-living residences. May God bless them and keep 
them under His guidance and protection!   

For Our Families 
Monday Michael & Lana Bramstedt 
Tuesday Timothy & Michelle Adams 
Wednesday Richard & Lisa Inman 
Thursday Tim & Jennifer Marshall 
Friday Dorothy Wadekemper 
Saturday Linda Olson 
Sunday James & Connie Hulscher 

Home Visitation: If you wish to have yourself or a loved 
one receive the sacraments, Holy Communion or a personal 
pastoral visit, please call our coordinator, Lorraine Klaseus 
at 507-388-4932 

Lord, Hear Our Prayers 

For Those Who Are Ill & Special Needs 
 Arnie & Eileen Wadekamper, Mary Kelly, Molly 
Viehweg, Steve Drummer, Ruth Fitterer, Steve Fitterer, 
Delores Haubrich, Dave Neubert, Joe Galli,  Betty 
Goettlicher, Anne Doyle,  Dave Grams, Kathy Fredrickson, 
Mickey Meyer, Jerry Winters, Kimberly Wegscheid, Karen 
Etzell, Craig Van Loy,  Jim Levandowski, Nancy Elibert, 
Cindy Gawrych 

For Those in the Military 
Nick Blace Matt McGraw William Backes 
Jared Hiniker Christopher Schmidt  Ben Barsness 
Dana Schiller Anna Drummer Timothy Eick  
Mark Hansen  

This Week’s Readings 
Mon: Eph 2:1-10/Lk 12:13-21 (473)  
Tues: Eph 2:12-22/Lk 12:35-38 (474)  
Weds: Eph 3:2-12/Lk 12:39-48 (475)     
Thurs: Eph 3:14-21/Lk 12:49-53 (476)  
Fri:  Eph 4:1-6/Lk 12:54-59 (477)   
Sat:  Eph 4:7-16/Lk 13:1-9 (478)    
Sun:  Ex 22:20-26/1 Thes 1:5c-10/Mt 22:34-40 (148) Pss II 

Prayer Chain 

 If you have a short term prayer request or 
prayer of thanksgiving for our prayer chain to 
pray for, please call Teresa Kolstad at 327-9810.   

Wired to the Heart update: Loyola's annual Wired to the 
Heart event, originally set for mid-November will be 
postponed to Saturday, February 6, 2021.  The committee 
will continue our planning for this fabulous event, 
whether it will be held in-person or virtually. Thank you 
for your continued support.  
 
Wired to the Heart silent auction: The silent auction that 
we have all come to love will remain in November and will 
be offered as an online auction. Watch for details and 
your chance to bid on many wonderful, one of a kind 
items! 
 
Employment opportunities: Loyola is seeking a Director 
of Development to support and sustainably strengthen 
our Advancement Department. The Director will help 
assist in our fundraising efforts, manage and train current 
staff, and be a key player in our future campaign efforts. If 
you or someone you know is qualified for this position, 
please contact Trudi Clements, 507-388-0606. 
 

Your parish support makes all we do, 

learn, and celebrate at Loyola possible.   

 

Leading through Faith, Academic Excellence, and Service. 

Thought For the Week 


